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SEPl^EJVIBER I. 



ST. GILES, ABBOT. 



The life of St. Giles was compiled by one who collected whatever memorials he 

conUl anises together, without discernment, and who confounded this saint with 
, the abbot of Arles of the same name. See MabiUori Anual. Bon. t. 3. p. 433. et 

I Sffc. 3. Betied. in Prole^. And especially the learned dis-iertation and remarks 

I of Stilring the Bollandist. Sept. t, 1. p. 284* Also the Maufiii nuMliks* Hut. 

Uter. d« la Franc*, 1. 10. p. 6U. 

» 

About, the end of the seventh centuiy. 
Tras Mihit, whose name has been held 'hi great Teneratkm 

for several ages in France and England, is said to have been 
an Athenian by birth, and of noble extraction. extra- 
ordinary piety and learniiig drew the admiration ot the world 
upon him in such a manner, that it was impossible for hiv^ 
to enjoy in his own connfiy that obscuri^ and retireinent 
which -was the chief object of his desires on earth; and he 
dreaded the sanshine of temporal prosperity and the applause 
of men, as fraught with dangerous poimi, which easily insi- 
nuates itself into the heart. Therefore, leaving his own 
country, he sailed to France, nnd cho^v an herrnitasr"^' first 
in the open deserts near the mouth of the Hhoue, afterward 
nigh the river Qard, and lastly, in a forest in the diocess of 
Ni^mi^s* He passed many years in this close solitude, osiiig 
no other stabsistenoe than wild herbs or roots, and water, 
eoDvming only with Qod^ and living rather like an angel 
than a man ; so perfectly was he disengaged from earthly 
c»res, auil with so great purity of affections, with suc^h con- 
stancy and ardour vv^^^ his soul employed in the exerci«?es 
of heavenly contemplation. His historian relates, that he 
I Was for some time nourished with the milk of a hind in the 
foiestj and that a certain prince discovered him in hunting 

You Ct* . A 
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in those woods, by pursaing the cb«ie of that biiid to hi> 
faemiitage, lAm th* beast bftd iMfht for shelter at 
feet. Therepntatioiiof theaaifecdtyofllitf lidl^ 
much mcreaMd by many miradlei which he wrovcl^ ^ 

which rendered his name famous throughout all FmW. 
Some, by mistake, have confounded tliis ^ lint with one 
Giles, whom St. C^esariiiA made abbot of a monastery near 
the walls of Arl^s, and whom he sent to Rome with 
•ecretary Mesmanus in 614, to pope fi^machns, to obtain 
of him*a confirmation Off the privileges of the metropelitical 
church of Aries. But the Bollandists prove very well, la* 
long and learned dissertation, tluit the great St. Giles lived 
«liiiy iu the end of the seventh, and beginoing of the eigliii^ 
oeotoiy, not in the nthi and that the F^nch were at that 
time masters of the country about Nismea. Metsianiu ^ i 
Stephen, in tl|0 #ecofi4 lx»ok of the life of St. CSaesarius, in* I 
form us, that the French took Aries in 541, the year befow l 
the death of St. Ccnesarius; after wliich, the Goths yielded up ; 
to them that whole province. St. Giles waa highly est^nied \ 
hy the French king; but could, opt be prevailed upon to { 
fpioake his aolitnde. . He, howevier, admitted aeveral diMl- 
ples, and aettled exoellent discipline in the monastery d 
which he was the tuunder, and which, in succeeding a^t 
became a tlouri»hiiig abbey of the Benedictin Order, though 
it haa beeA long aioce converted into a collegia church (tf 
canons. A considerahle town was built about it, eatt^ 
at Gtles'a, which wi$ ftmons in the wmn of the AlbigeiMf* 
fRda aaint ia oommemovated in the Martyrologiea of Bede, 
Ado, and otliers; aiul is the patron of many chur^l^i^s ift 
France, Germany^ Poland, &c. 

£utire constant solitude, is A state which few are able to 
bear with unabated tevmr in the unintermpt^d exercisea 
«f arduous p e nanee and cQutemplatvu* A man in solitude, 
whom sloth often warps, or whose eonversation is not always 
with God and iiis holy an^ls, is his own must dangerous 
tempter and worst company. Aristotle having defined man 
m maium.^ oc one bom £01* aoaetY« that ho 
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who lives aloM miiat either be a god or a b«Mt» But tluit ' 
philoMfpher was mniMqiiaiiited with liie happiiietB of reU^ooi 
cxnttemplalioii* The araent Chnaliatt piovarb is mm 
eacact, that be who li^es always alone is either an an^l or 

a devil. This state therefore is not without snares and dan- 
gers ; nor doc- aii hermitage necesisarlly make n saint. But 
when a person, by an extraordinary call, embraces it with 
fervour, and &trenuoua]y appdies himfteif to all the exercises 
of holy retirement and pentoce, «uch a one being disea* 
gaged in his afiections from aU eertlily ties, finrhangfts the 
aodefy of a vain and nnfiil world &r that God and htAj 
spirits, and the eontagioas oommeroe <^ ftM^ish toys for the 
uninterrupted glorious employiiienl of the angels, and has 
certainly attaiiied the highest degree of happiness under 
heaven : this state is its novitiate, and in some degref an an- 
ticipation of itft eternal sweet and noble employ. He who 
•ccoinpames these most fervent exercises of eontemplatiOB 
end divine love with sealoys and ondaunted endeavonrs to 
oondnet others to the same gluriooft term with himself shall 
be truly great in tkt kingdom qf hmven,^^' 

TWELVE BROTHERS, MARTTRd. 

• 

< Fehx, Donatus, Arontius, Honoratus, Fortunatns^ Sabi* 
Bianns, Septimins, Jannams, Felix, Yitalis, Satgrms, and 
llepositos were natives ci Adramehim in Afirioa, and alter 
snAring gr i ffv o w s torments for the fnth in that city, were 

sent into Italy, where they finished their glorious martyrdom 
atBenevento, in tht* ptT^-ccu tion ot V alerian in 258, or ac- 
cording to others in that oi Dioclesian. See Baronius Annot. 
in' Martgrr. Rom. and Georgi Annot. in Adonis MartyroL 

* 

ST. LUPUS, OR LEU, ARCHBISHOP OP SENS, C. 

He was a saint from the cradle, and brought up in the 

sanctuary, like another Samuel, in learning and piety among 
the clergy of Orleans, his native city, it was always a 

0) Matt. T. IS. 
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ftvomite deration with him iq visit often the tombs of the 
liiartyrs, honouring God in hu faithfiil servants who had 
glorified his divine name by the sacrHiGe of their lives. Stu- 
dying to walk in their spirit, iie siibdiieil his flesh by austere . 
fasts, watching in holy [nayer, hmniliations, and penance. 
Being extremely seoi^ible o|; the sutierings and necessities of 
all that were in distress^ he carried his 'hosq^Ulitj and cha- * 
rity to a degree, which on any other occasion would have 
been esteemed profnsion. Having succeeded Arlemius in 
the archbishopric of «Sens in 609, he siL;n;ilizcd himself by 
the most zealous discharge of every braiuii ot tiie pastoral 
duty, and shewed, that as no dignity could iusphre him with 
pride, so no .application to public employments could divert 
Mm from constant attention toGrod* When the safely of 
his country demanded his assistance, he was active in main- 
taining the public tranquillity ; and after the death of king • 
Theotloric, he supported the party of his son Sigehert to 
the utmost of his power. Afterward when king Clotaira 
was become master of Burgundy, he sent Farulph thither 
to take care of his afiairs* This minister was exasperated 
against the saint because he did not bring him presents ; 
accused liiai falsely to the king, aiui was secotHltd in his 
calumnies by Medigisily abbot of St. Kemigius's in the 
suburbs of Sens, whose aim it was to supfdant St. Lupus in*, 
his archbishopric* 

Ootaire had not yet learned how dangerous a tiiiag it h 
in a prince to listen to, or encourage fnfbrmers^ those cater- 
pillars of the state} and, being seduced by the artifices of 
flattering slanderers, banished St. Lupus, and gave orders to 
JLandegesily a pagan officer, to conduct him to Ausene^ a 
village in Ylanen^ not £sir from Lyons. The holy bishop 
being come thither, end findmg profene temples in Krhich 
the people 6f the country wmhipped Mse gods, believed 
he was sent by^God for their conversion, which he soon 
- compassed by his zealous preaching and example* By re- 
storing sight to a blind man he converted Landegesil, the 
didce or governor, and baptised Urn with sevexal that were 
still Pagans, in the armies of the Franks* In the mean time 
St. Vinebaud, abbot of St. Lupus at Troyes, and the citicens 
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of Senti, solicited king Clotaire to recall St. Lupus. That 
prince who was then near Rouen, was mnde sensible of the 
injury he had done the holy man^ and of the slanders ot\hii 
accusers. He therefore disgraced and detested them, sent for 
St. Lupus, prostrated himself at his feet to ask him IbrgiTe* 
nessy caused him to eat at his tahle, and sent hnn bapk to his 
church loaded with presents. The saint never shewed tha 
least resentment against his enemies, sought no other re- 
venge tliau by rontVi J lug the greatest benetits on his cahini- 
niatprs, and by the evenness of tamper with which he bore 
his disgrace, gave ^he highest mark of true heroism and 
uncere virtue. He died happily about the year 623, on the 
first of September, atthe maoor of Brinon, whloh still be- 
longs to his church. His body was carried back to Sens, 
and buried as he had ordered, out of humility, under the 
water-conduit pipe in the churoh of St. Columba. His name 
occurs in the Roman Martyrology, and in those of Ado and 
Usiiard. See bis life written soon after his «ie»nth in Sui ius, 
and F. Velde the Boiiandist, t. 1. Sept. p. 248. See aiso 
Cointe's Annales Eccl. Franc. An. 613. n. 4. Fleujyf 1. 37* 
n. 16. t. 4. RiTetj Hist. Liter, t. 4. p. 192. 

ST. FliLMlNUS U. B. C. 

He was the third bishop of Amiens. His father Faustinian 
prefect of Gaal, who iuid been baptized by St. Firmin the 
martyr (who»e life see on the twenty- fifth of September,) in 
his honour gave him liis name. Eulogius, the s$ecoud bishop 
irf Amiens, who had assisted at. the council of Cologn in346y 
and at that'of Sardica in 847^ being dead, St. Firmin U* waa 
placed in that see, whuSi he administered with great seal and 
sanctity during forty years. He was buried in the diurch of 
our Lady, now called of St. Ache ul, a martyr of that eountry, 
which he had built; from which St. Salvius in the seventh 
age translated it into cntherlral on the second of .Taruiaiy. 
The dispute concerning tliem, raised by the regular canons of 
fit. Acheul, was determined in favour of the secular canons of 
the cathedral by the openfaig of his ahrine in 171&* See 
Qiltta Caiiiit nove, t la p. 1152. 
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ST. STEPHEN, KING OF HUNGARY, C. 



From bis written by Cbartutz, and from tbe historians Bonfinius, in Bist. Hun- 
gar. 1. 1. Hermannus Contractus, &c. See also Csuittinger, Speohnen HungariiB 
JLltteratsB. p. 1. t. I. The Elzivirian edit, of Reap, et Status Hungariv, p. 117* 
154. Antoniuft F«fi in Baroo. and Oabrkd de Juxta Homad, L. De laitUft reli4 
poai« Clu'Utiaam inter Uuiif^aros, Frapcolur. 174(k 

A. D. 1038. 

Geysa, the fourth duke of the Hungarians, hj conversing 
with certaiu Christian paptives^ and afterward with certain 



(•) The Huns, far tbe oioet numerous 
and famous of all the ancient barbarous 
nfttfom, ba«« inbiiited abow two thou- 
uiid ynri, aad are anqaeilllonabb the 
same people with the present inhabitants 
of Great Tartary, as is demonstrated by 
Joseph Asscmani and l>eguignes. Some 
of their colQoies arc at this day pitaasaed 
of CMiift» Coicea, Jae«ii« wad seweiral other 
kingdoms in the eastern parts of Asia : 
others, under the nnme of the Turkish 
tribes, seized ou Persia, and still reign 
there ^ others, who have been called the 
CMtomsD Itein, e^iagaiiM the power 
of tfae,Saraceu caliphs, to whom they left 
only a limited relisious authority in mat- 
tvr^ rclat irii,^ to the Mahometan siipersti- 
uuu, ^ih)i»t upon tiie ruins of their rao- 
oaidiiM in ^yrli and Egypt, and of tbe 
Gredaq enpiie* tbey erected the present 
Ottoman empire. Other migrations of 
these H'ius had the g^rratpRt shurp, next 
to tiie Goths, - in the destructiou of tlie 
Boomh empire lo the Whu BM^Uinoire 
iQenfmile det iiiiM» teTeraii dti Mogels 
' ^ i^s autiea Twtares Occidentaux, par 
M. I>e|ttigiic% iilflqpiete da Roy 



les Lan2::uc.s Orientales, S^c. 4to. in five 
tomes, Paris, 1756^179/. la this work, 
the learned author has obliged the wovid 
with a new and original history of Cfainat 
and these other Asiatic kingdoms, com- 
piled with pr^'at rare and judgment from 
the most autheniic Chinese and Arahian 
histeriet aad aMsnumsuis. 

The aneieut Unnt weqe divided into 
Asiatic and European ; the latter dwdt 
upon tbp banks th« Volga, an<l ?ihout 
the Falus Mceutis. I'be implacable ha- 
tred which the Goths bore them» and the 
dtflenBoeor Itaesalliina, hotb tooatht 
Gotha and Normaiuw audi from all tti 
anrient German nation«, both in com- 
plexion the frame of the body, and iti 
dresS) manners, and ianguageydemonsirate 
then to have been very diflforent nation* 
in their original foundaiiun. The skins 
of beasts -served the Huns for clothes 
^*ith tbe fur turned outward*, as the Hunr 
garians and Poles use to this day in I heir 
caps. Tbogoaint«.aadjMa»tyQltbMe 
alcina or fiira ma^ tbe diitineftiye om^ 
ments of their nobility , and the skins of 
(pettMkBMriMi^) wi 
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holy missionaries, as Piligriuus, bishop of Passaw, St. Wolf- 
gand^ bishop of Ratisbon^ kc or their disciples, became in- 
ilgr diiill^itod mlh fife^ incilfy of the 



after far and near. See Helmoldns, Chron. 
Slav, 1. I. c. l.andJos. A'ssemani Cnmnti. 
m Kalend. The Hun^naa language is 
• dialect'of t1i«t off tbe HuM^ md differ 
equally from the SclavoiiUn and Teutonic. 
AmmianuR Marcellinus, 1. 31 . r. Saint 
Jeroni, (ep. Fab. > the abbol Kcf*ino, the 
Aonalsuf Met2, au. Bd^* 6lc. assure us tbe 
AfUft tnd the HulksaH eun* fifollk Sey- 
tida beyond thU l^lpiil, mm thcrflot off 
mount Caucasus. Zonaras, Cedrenus, 
Eorapolates, Joroandes and Samucatta, 
mXk the Hai^arians, Hons imd Tarks. 
Tha)r f beielwe tie nMtkm^ «b« with 
George Eccard (Francia Orient. 1. 31. 
n. 8?.) pretend that the Hini^rians were 
•f a Sdiavonian or Sarmatwi original. 

Attila^ tlM» fMKMie leader of the Bom 
in their greatest European expedition, 
left them at his death in possessed 
of Panoonia. Soon af^er this country fell 
a prey to the Goths, called Gepids, and 
iftenrard to tbe Hunni AfNues; who were 
so ealled» aecording: to PukhlS Diaconus, 
fi^m a kin* of that name. They were 
drove from their original seats near the 
Vulga, by a (Hbe off Ibe *fVird, at Soido- 
eafta» Evagrius, and Theophanei men- 
tion; and broke into Pannonia to«^ctbf>r 
with the Longobardi, who?* kiu^ was 
called Auduin. This princes sun and 
•aoeesaor'Alholiiibeii^ invited hf Nerses 
into Italy, led thither the Longobardi in 
S68, leaving all Pannonia to their allies 
the Abares, as Paulus Diaconns relate^, 
1. ]. dejGestis LongobaitL Charlemagne 
eathBgiiUbed the kingdom of tbe Lom- 
bards in Italy in 774, after it had lasted 
two hundred and six years under twpnty- 
' four kings; and also that of the Abares 
in fSuuiotiia in 799* eiter a fariodt w&r 
of eight ytm contirMHniee» in which all' 
tbe princes and uoblewn of that nation 
were slain, and most uf the strong cities 
levelled with the ground, as Eginhard 
Bdatet in the life of Cliarlemagne. Prow 
that time these Abares continued subject 
to the FrencK or German empire till the 
invasion of tbe Hunni Ifuri* Hunnoguri^ 
or Hnngaii* See Joe.' Anemani (in Ka- 
Ima. 1. 1. p«r. 3. c A) Tlieeer «ire anw 



other nation of the Huns, so called, either 
from Ogor their leader, or from their 
country Igtnria, the same that is at present 
lEwMrn by the nanio of Jure» Ml UMmw 
•teinios (Rer. Muaeow. Conun. p. 68^ 
proves from tbe langnaEre?, mamuT^, and 
many customs of the two nations at thie 
Jay. This province lies beyond the Hy- 
perbdiren nountalnij miny mflei from 
Mtutm, fpom the coasts of the troam 
dcean towards Siberia^ to mount Canea» 
sus, as we learn from Paulus Jovius (1. 
Ue legatione ml Motcovit. p. IS3.) and 
fimn Gaugniid who lived mnQr yemfe n 
commanding officer in those parts. (In 
descrrpt. Mnscoviee, j». )S7.) These Hud» 
garians were driven from that country 
alwut tiie year 680, by a DtHDennt swam 
of the Patainacitse from the bordert of 
Asia; and after wand(»riT<g: soitjp years in 
the iieserta about the Danube, where 
they lived by fishiOg, hunting, and plun^ 
deriof otber'00Batrt<^» tb^ gacbered i& 
their strength, and entering Pannonia in 
889, defeated the imperial forces, subdued 
the Hunni Abares, and settled themselves 
in tint eoiA^tiy, as tfte and^< of Mfets 
and those of St. Be r Lin relate. See Joseph 
Assemani Comm. in K^iletidar. Univ. t. 3. 
par. 2. c. f, p. 220. De Peyonrif I, wlio 
Mas long French consul in Cnm l artary, 
and afforwani at Sasynah^'alUKtraVeOejt 
over all these countries to make obsei-va- 
tions on their antiqfiitie'., remarks, tliat 
tbe HungariaDs though surrounded with 
n atione most of whidi dciiive their dialects 
from tbe Sdavonian or old Samiatian, use 
a language wbich ha^; v.o affinity with it, 
or with any other known lauguaire in the 
world, except a sensible uialogy with the 
Cireamian, spoke from tlie lea of Aeopb 
to tbe Caspian sea. Tlie Turks also ac- 
knnwleH!rp an affuiity between their lan» 
guagc aud tbe fjungarian, and call the 
Hungarians their brothers. This is to be 
understood of tbe otipila]' words of tbdir 
primitive language ; for the niodem 
Turkish is chiefly composed of Persir and 
Arabic, as may be seen in tbe modern 
dictaonariea of tlie Ttarklib language^ 
priQlad ii Vievni^ pAocipallj that bgr 
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faith, and was convinced of its divine truth and original hy 
the motives and arguments which are, as it were, the stamp 
i^hich Grod has put upon his reyelation in Older to coofira 
it to lu. And though he had reason to ,fear grM ^tor^ 
bancaes from the ferocity of lus peopU upon a change* of reli- 
^on, he despised subh dangers; and was baptized together 
with his wife Sarioth, and several of his officers and cour- 
tiers. Sarloth was so penetrated with the wonderful myste- 
ries of religion, and so strongly atFected with the great ideas 
of eteruity, that she walked in the paths of heroic perfection 
with a fervour not inferior to tliat of the saints. Being soma 
time after with child^ she was assured by St. Stephen, the 
protomartyr, in a dream, that she bore in ber womb a son 
who Aould oomplete the wmiL sbe apd her husband bad 
begun, and abolish idolatry in that nation. The child was 
bum iu 977 ^t Gran, the ancient Strigouiuro^ at that time the 



Miniiki of tbe Arabian, Penl^ and 
iTiirkistK languafH^ at Vienm in ISBO, 
and reprinted at London by the care of 
Mr. Jones of Oxford, in 1771. These 
Huugari are called by some of the 
Byaaotlne l!uatorian8j[ktfa|pBisandT>irkt, 
^ irbtcb wwd siiniifies any vagabond peo- 
ple. The RDcient Soythian*; were in the 
laiddie ages called liuus, and often 
Tufkf ; wbkb namw tbegr <Aaogfd at 
home in later tiroes into that of Tartars, 
tbi< last denoiBi nation being derived from 
tbe name of a fri'in nis ^reat kinji^Tatar ur 
Tartar, who reigned among them in Asia, 
and gava hb name first to a particular 
tribe among them near the confines uf 
China. See the new Universal History, 
t. 20. Joe. Aftsemani (loc. cit J et Peyson. 
nal ObMrr. Hist, et Ge(«r. iii4to. PU>is 
176&. Jft. Pmyt Annales Hunnorum, 
Avarum et HangantruB* Vienim. 1770. 

fol. 4 voK 

• Arpadus wai leuder aud general uf the 
ffungariaiUt wban tbey Mttled in Pua- 
nonia, from whom St. Stephen was /the 
fifth in a Uneal deitcent. Constaatine 
Porphyrogenetta (c 40j 41.) describes 
tbe boundariei of tbeir eontiuests and 
IdogdoaA to bave been on the Bait Bul- 
s^^aria and tbe Patzinacitas, who about the 
same time m^de ttieni^t'lves masters of 
the country toward the mouth of ihe 
Daottbe |nd north to Valacbia and Tran- 
ajlvaaia} m the Weft Moimvia where 



then reined Spheiidoplocus ; and beyond 
Belgrade tbe Dalmatians. See Joannia 
Ebt'rbardi Fischeri Qtigpsttone? acade- 
micie. 1. D« Origine Hungarorum. 2. 
De Gente et nomine Tartaromm. 3. De 
noofiinibiienuriie Imperii SIneniii. 4.11a 
Hyperboreis. €k>ttingse. 8voi Abulgasi in- 
forms us, that the original Tatars or Tar- 
tars inl&abited the eotuitiy near the take 
Boronor, noir ftiAeoner, between An 
sandy deserts of Gobi and Tibet, men- 
tioned by Du Halde. Boro and Koko 
have almost tbe satne si^infi ration in the 
language of the Kalmuucks, the present 
Inbabltanti 4tf that refion, the dooenf 
>laiits of these naost ancient of tiin Tu^ 
tars. The white Tartars who are em- 
ployed by the Chinese in keeping their 
wall, are a diflbrent people, inba^ thn 
country fimn tlie eastern coast of the 
Caspian sea to tbe borders of Siberia, 
speak tbe Turkish language, and are 
Xurki) or Huns. All these were called 
Scylliians. The great conquMor 6in|^ 
kan, or rather Diskinchis-kan, was noCn 
Tartar, but from Mo^ol. With an army 
partly of Indiajis from Mo^ol, but chiefly 
of Tartars, of two mUllons of men, lit 
overran all the Beet, ae the-Annenlant 
Persic, and Arabic annals inform ns. tb. 
Di?qt»is. 'J. See F. Desericius, De iuitiis 
et majoribus Hungarorum, Bude 1749> 
and Deguiguesj ISkU dn Bvauh !• ^ 
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metropolis of the oonntr^, and on account of the above*^ 
ncntiooed vmon was christened Stephen. St. Adalbert, 
hishop of Pragne, who fat some time preached the gospd to 
the Hungarians, and aooording to the German historians 

baptized St. Stephen, had certainly no small share in the 
honour of his education, and Tlieudatus, an Italian count of 
singular piety, was his tutor ; these two holy persons by 
their example and instructiions were^ under God, ihe great 
instruments of bis future sanctify. Geysa died in , and 
Stephen, who had been chosen waywodci that is, leader of 
Uie army or duke, some time before, then took the reins of 
the government into his hands. 

His first care was to settle a firm peace with all the neigh- 
bouring nations. This being done, he turned his thoughts 
wholly to root out iclolntry, and as much as in him lay to 
make Christ reign in the hearts of all his subjects. Perform- 
ing himself the part of a missionary, he often accompanied 
tiie preachers, and pathetically eH^horted his people to open 
iheir ejes to the divine truth. Many^ howe?er, were so oh-* 
atinately attached to the supersti^ons of their ancestors as to 
take up arms in' defence of idolatry ; and having at their 
head a count of great interest and valour ]i.inied Zegzard, 
with a numerous army, they laid siege to \ esiprin. Saint 
Stephen placed his confidence in the Eord of Hosts, and pre- 
pared himself for the engagement by fasting, almsdeeds, and 
prayer, inyoking particularly the intercession of St. Martin 
and St. George. Though inferior to the rebels in the number 
of his forces, by the divine assistance, he gave them a total 
overthrow, and slew their leader. To give to God the entire 
glory of this victory, he built near the place where the battle 
was fought, a great monastery in honour of St. Martin, called 
The Holy Hill; and besides estates in land he bestowed on 
it one third part of the spoils. It is immediately subject to the 
holy see, and is called in Hungitr; the Archabbacy. Saint 
Stephen having quelled the rebels found hhnself at Bber^" to 
prosecute his design ; which he did by in^ting into his do* 
minions many holy priests and religious men, who by their 
exemplary lives and zealous preaching sowed the seed of 
£aith, civilized that savage naticm by the precc]^ of the 
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gospel, built cbarcbps and mona»terie8» and some of tbrnm 
obtamed the crown^irf xmr^ndom* 
The sealcHis prinoe fimnded the arcbbifllioprie of Gm or 

Strigonium, and ten Mshoprics, and sent Astricus or Anas- 
tasius, the new elected bishop oi Coloctz, to Rome, to obtain 
of pope Sylvester II. the confirmation of these fount itions 
and of many other things which he had done for the honour 
of God and the exaltation of his holj, church ; and, at the 
same time, to beseedi hie .HoliDeig. to ooiafer upon him ih# 
title of king, which hia subjects had long pressed him to aa* 
suinc, and which he now only asked to satisfy their desires, 
and that he might with more majesty and authority accom- 
phah his great designa for promoting the glory of God, and 
the good of his people. Mleeaks, dnke of Poknd, upon 
marrying a Chriatian prinoesa, the daughter of Bdeslaa dnhe 
of Bohemia, had embraced the faith in 965. Atout thirty- 
four years after tins, lie sent an enil) ;ts?y to Rome to obtain 
the tiiieof l^ng contirmed to him by the authorit;yof the apos-^ 
toUc aee. Sylvester who waa then pope, was diaposed^ 
to grant his reqaest, and pr^ered a rich crown to aend hiaa. 
with hia blei8ing.^> But the extraordinary seal, piety, and 
wisdom of St. Stephen deserving the preference, his holiness 
djelivered this crown for him to his ambassador A$tric> to- 



0>) The Poles, Bohemians, DaI matians, 
and Istrians, are orig^inally Scltworjians, 
yibo seized those countries iu several mi- 
fnaim. Thm wviMb «Miiitvy: of tht 
Skvi or Slavonians lay in certain pro- 
▼inces of tbat part of Sarmatia which is 
At present called Great Russia or Mug-> 
covy, as Joseph Assemani shews, (t. 1. 
part. 2. c S. p. 293.) See D^Anvllle, p. SH. 
11mm aittii wem « pwplirveqr liferent 
'ham tb* rest of the Scythians called 
Huns, no less than from the Goths, as 
the same learned author proves ; (ih. c. 8. 
et t. 2. c. 9.) though the Slavi bgiTe been 
•ometimes eeolbaiidcd with tbc Hwrai. 
'liMbiis led a numerous oolMiy of these 
Slavonians into P<»latid, ^lecame the 
foilnder of that nation, and built Gnesna 
about the year 55a. His brother Zechus 
.mMM — itblPMtoiyof ttemfte people 



c')ma?i!ii \vhf> in the rei^ of Augustus 
had subdifed the Boii, a nation which 
bad been possessed of tbat country hve 
•ran hnadicd yekn^aail whote.MiMto 
still retains, (ibid.) Mieeslas, duke of Po- 
land died it) the yearf)99, wliil'-t his am- 
bawadoi^ were at Rooie. HIb son and 
successor Boleslas I. suruamed Chabri or 
the Great* took tlie tiUe of king oT Fblaod 
io th» ymr 1000, aad rnm-u^lSiktmite^gtdf 
in tbat quality the cnperor Otho 1II« ^ 

the yKip<> SfQ. This prinre v.-^nqiiished 
the Bohemians and Moravians, subdued 
Red Ruana» took Kiow, and raised Poland 
to that pftch of gnmdeur wbieh U baa 
efnrtinoa maintained, and wbidifeceived 
agreat accpssion in 1316, by the marriage 
of Jag-ello, called afterwarH Uiadislas V. 
duke of Lithuania, witli Uedwige, heiresf 
of Pdiaiid. 
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ftther with die pKmt of a QfOft^ §rantitt|^ 

Tilege,. that it should be cairied befove bim la b|» amies. 

At Ae same time be, by a bufl, con fi rmed all the religioua 

foundatioiis which our holy prince had made, and the elec- 
tions of the bi^liop^. St. Stephni went to meet his arnbas- 
«aclor upon his return, listened stautiing, with great respect, 
ifi the pope's bulls whilst they were read, and tell on his 
^knees as often as tbe name of his holiness was repeated. 
To express bis profound spiee of religion^ and to inspure a|^« 
bk subjects witb a hofy awe fSov wbateTer belongBd to t|ie 
^▼iiie worship, be treated the pastors of the eburob witb 
honour and respect. The same prelate who hail brought 
tbe cro%vn from Rome, anointed and crowned limi kitx^ with 
great solemnity nrul |)oiii|) in the year 100(^/*'^ 

The good prince, by a public act, and with exiraordioary 
devotion, decsUured that he put all his dominions under tb« * 
special patronagcf of tbe Blessed Virgim Mary, and never 
ceased most earnestly o6Mng bia duly prayaw to implore 
her powerfbl mteroession for obtioBiflg tbe divine blessinfi^ ' 

upon all his subjects, Wliciice. in many medals and cuius 
ot tills kingdom, she is styled patroness of ITuiiiiary. It is. 
incredible vrith what ardour the king exhortt^d liis people, 
espeolelly his domestics, to the practice of all virtuesv With 
a view to propagate on earth the divine honour and praii* 
beyond bis own life, a|^d to tbe eod of time^ he filled Hun- 
gary with pious- foundttHons* At idba be built .a stately 
ohnidi in bononr of tbe Mbtherof God, in wbash tbe kings 
of Hungaiy were afterward both crowned and buried. This 
<aty St. Stephen made his usual residence, whence it is c*iUed 
Royal Alba, to distinguish it from Alba Julia or Weissemburg 
in Transylvania. He founded, in old iiuda, the monastery of 
SS» Peter and Paul, and in Borne on nionnt Ccidio the cbnrch 
of St. Stephen* wkhar college of twelve priests; also an Inn 
and ho^tal on the Vatican*b]ll for tbe entertainment of 



. T|ri« kexpmilyaAnMdbgr Ditaiar, 
Tasocaiat, aad all cotemporaiy writnt, 

and demonstrated hy Stilt n^, § 19. p. 
504. et I SO. p. 507. asam^t Srl.warrzius 
audsome other Protestauis. i ht sal uury , 



4 

Van wUda St. te pha n vnaaAad* mtA 

which were confirmed in a general as* 

sembly of the- bishops and nobl 'mrn of bii 
kiogduui, an rpcorded by Stiit.inig, &>^> 
547 • aud oLhcri. ^ ^ 
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Haogmm pOgrlms; and lie Irailt a dnirdi at Jarntalem; 

not to mention the magnificent monastery of St. Bennet, 
and many other chu relies in Hungary. Throuiilioiit all his 
domijiiuiis he commanded tithes to be paid to the churches^ 
tihoogh these are redeemed io this day in many plaeea by 
ike noblemen ibr a certain mm cf money. 

St. Stephen, who would seek no alliance bat by whidi 
piety might be strengthened in his realm aiul family, took 
to wife Gisela, sister to St. Henry, king of Germany, who 
was shortly after crowned emperor ; and that holy prince 
admirably seconded and assisted our saint in all his |Rons 
designs. St. Stephen abolished many barbarous and super- 
stidons customs derired from the ancient Scythians, and by 
severe punishments repressed blasphemy, murder, tiieft, 
adultery, and other public crimes. To put a stop to incon- 
tinence and idolatry he commanded all persons to marry 
except rdigious and churchmen, and forbade all marriages 
of Christiatts with idolaters. He was of most easy access to 
people of all ranlcs, and listened 'to erery one's complaints 
without distinction or preference, except tlint he appeared 
most billing to hear the poor, knowing them to be more 
easily oppressed, and considering that in them we honour 
Christ) who being no longer among men oii earth in his 
mond state to receive from ns any corporsl servioeft, has 
anbstitnted and recommended to ns the poor in his place, 
and right. The good king provided for their subsi^tenee 
throughout his whole kingdom, and took them, especially 
the helpless orphans and widows, under his spedal pro-> 
tscHon, dedaring himself their patron and £sther. Not 
content with his general dharities and care for all the indK* 
gent, he frequently went privately about to discover more 
freely tlie necessities of any that might be overlooked by his 
olhcers. Cue day it happened, that, whilst he was dealing 
about his plentiful alms in disguise, a troop of beggars set 
upon him, threw him down, beat him, plucked him by the 
beard and hair, and took aw^y his purse, seising far them« 
selves what he intended for the relief of many others. The 
king esteemed himself happy to suffer in the service of his 

Redeemer^ and addressed himaelf in these words to the 



1 
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JBkMcd Tirgin ; <^ See, O qneen of faeam, in wbat-menner 
I am requited by tiboee tliat belong to your Son, my Divine 
Saviour. As they are his friends, I receive with joy this 
treatment from their hands.'' He learned, however, from, 
this^ accident no more to expose lus penoo, biU he renewed 
his resolution never to refuse an alms to any poor perpoa 
Ihat asked bim. His nobles rallied bim on tids occasion; 
but be rc^iced in all humiliations^ and God was pleased to 
testify how agreeable his sincere and heroic piety was, by 
conferring on him many extraordinary graces, with the gifts 
of prophecy^ and many miraoolons cores. 

How difficult soever it may seem io practise extraordbiaiy 
smrities and humiliations in the midst ef a court, and snr- 
rounded by the most flattering objects of softness and pride, 
where such gospel maxims are seldom heai^d, yet the extra- 
ordinary fervour of our S4iint found means for the exercise 
of iboth. He desired to serve and waah the feet of poor 
men in public; but the fear of giving offence to bis subjects, 
whose minds were not yet framed to imbibe sueh ideas of 
a pi iiite's humility, made him ojily do it privately. He lost 
no part of his time in vain amusements or idle company; 
but divided liimself between the duties of religion, and those 
CRf his station. To the former, be regularly allotted many 
hours every day;, and the latter, be sanctiiied byrellg^oas 
motives, and by the constant reeoUection of bis soul. Thus, 
if he was not able always to praise God with his tongue, he 
did it without intermission by his life, all his actions lieing 
directed to the same point of God's holy will and greatest 
l^ory. His charitable and zealous application to ail external 
duties of life, and to the government of his kingdom ; his 
slms-deeds, mildness, temperance, patlenoe, and other vir- 
tues, succeeding one another in tlieir victories and repeated 
heroic acts, sanctitied iiis whole life, and made it, as it were, 
one uninterupted sacrifice to God. The least faults of frailty 
and inadvert^ice by which its perfection might be impaired, 
he iaboored to expiate by .daily penance and tears« The 
shining example of his virtue was a continual most powerful 
sermon to those who conversed with bim. His happy in- 
fluence over his children^ wai niodt sensible in the virtuoui 
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courses they pursued. St. Ereerie, his eldest mm, wsttzefl 

in his steps with so mneh fervour as to be mid$ youth the 
adiuiralion of Christendoni. Rising always at midnight he 
recited matins privately on his knees, pausing a little in 
devout meditation at the dose of erery psalm. Many wm^ 
derfnl things are related of his -virtues audmiraclea; to oovi^ 
prise his character In uae word, nothing •could he "UKif e 
amiable, more pious, or mere accomplished, thant^is young 
prince. His fatht^r trained him up«not only in the perfect 
practice of the most heroic piety, but also formed him in 
the art of govemnKnt. 

Si. Stephen's -cEoellent code of laws, to thbday the basis 
of the laws of Sungaiy, are inscribed to his son dnke Emerfai. 
In fifty^fire chapters the pious legislator has comprised the 
wise?5t and most holy regulations of the state. He patheti- 
cally exhorts his son to sincere humility (which he calls the 
sole exaltation of a king,) to patience, meekness, assidnons 
and devout prayer, charity, compassion for the poor; the 
protectionof all that are in distress, &c. He ibrisids, on pain ' 
of serere punishments, all grievous public crimes, especially 
of impiety and u religion, as a^ violation of the Sunday or a 
fast-day, talking in the church, a culpable neglect to call in 
the priests to assist dying persons, Sec. He commands the 
most religiona respect to be paid to all holy things, and Id 
the cl6rgy.(^> These wholesome laws he caused to be prn« 
mulgated throughout his dominions, and had them always 
most strictly observed; as on the exact execution ot tlie laws 
the tranquillity of the state depends. 

The protection of his people engaged him sometimes in 
war, wherein he was always victorious. The prince of 
Transylyania, his cousin, inmdedhos domiiiioBs; 8t. Stephen 
. defeated him in battle, and made him prisoner ; yet gave 
him his liberty, and restored him his dominions, requiring 
of him this only condition, that the gospel shoukl be allow ed 
to be freely preached in thenu The saint was never the 
aggressor in aoiy war ; that with the Bulgarians was obati^ 
aatei but they were at lei^th mrnxmat, ieA obUgad-to re* 

Ci)Dc«Mto8» <.4, lkcwS» %, 3. 
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€ciT9 Uft« wUdb iie prescribed them . There is^o saivt 
wbcM# ¥iM|ie ii ool: exercised by tiibulattoo. Sickofl a s de- 
fMw»d 8^Stepb«a<tf allbiiciiildrini. St. Bnieric ilie eldett 

was carried oif the last. lie had then begiin to sustain a 
great part of the burden of the state, and to be both a com- 
jort aii4 assistant to his father. The interest of the state, 
ind ttnit ot the infant churcb of bi« kingdom, conq^ired witb 
Witiipe to mhe this stroke more seYierei but the good king 
bor^ tbe loss vidi entire resignation, adoring in it tbe boly 
will of God. St. Emeric was canonized by Benedict IX. and 
16 bouuureU ttriiong the gaints on the fourth of Nnveuiber. 
This afHiction weaned the king's heart more and more from 
tke woiidf wd he d«iii«ed, if it had been possiblcV to reserre 
to tbie of bis own soul tbe remaining part of bis Ufe^ 
that b^ivif |rf«d feom all wofrldly oonomis, be might b# 
pi^paring for his last passage. But, as the affairs of both 
the church and state (hd nut allow this, he continued to en» 
dare tUe toU of business, knowing that he was accountablo 
Xo God for the lefist neglect or omission in the particular 
diltw of fciii station tovard bis Croator^ bissnbjects, or bun* 
•ilf. W^t endoavoored, however, to redcmUo bis fervour in 
^Jl liis reli^ous exercises, and :ip[)lied himself particularly 
to those w hich are more innuediately preparatory for a happy 

de^th, to wbi^b bo pnof«paJly direiited bis devotions and 

pharitinf,- 

Tboilib bmw «i4 expert in wnr, he bad always been a 
leewr of p«Mef bnt, from this time, be took a resolution to 

spill no bipod in war, in which he earnestly begged the in- 
terposition of divine proAideppe, which did not tail him. 
J^Qr to b/^tiitirtop be, after tbis»^posed no other arms than 
ftstkig, prayers, and teers» sotd by tbem alone was er^r vk> 
Aeriewf* TJM Bew, • liem aielion of Bolgsri^ns, tbe maet 
implac^le enmnies of the Hungsrians, made a tmam 
irruption into his territories; but moved with veneration 
for the sanetity of the holy king, they on a sudden repented 

of tbeii? eAtiipme, begged, ^od eaiUy obtained, lua &iend* 
mA aitufiied poigHeMy b«w€u fit fitepben, by m 
act of joslaee, caused some of bis own subjects to be hanged 
on his front^^s^ tosYmmg plundimd tbem ia tibar retreat. 
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After the death of our saint's good friend St. Heiuy, . the . 
emperor, hb 'mooosm Conrad II. iaveded Hangafy with « 
X>c)weifiil army in 1080, and advanced so firi thatSt* Stephen 
was compelled to lead out his amy against him, though still 

trusting in God that the efFiisioii of blood would be prevented. 
All things seemed to be disposed for a decisive battle, when 
St. Stephen again recommended himself and his earnest 
- desire of peace to- the Blessed Virgin; and to the anrprise of 
aU men, the emperor on a sudden, tamed his haick with his 
army, and without having executed any thing, marched 
home into Germany with as great precipitation as if he had 
been defeated, 

St. Stephen laboured three years under a complication of 
painful distempers. ^ Daring this time four palatini^ exaspe- 
^ted at the strict exeeutioa of justice whidi he caused to be 
observed) entered into a conspiracy to take away Us life* 

One of them got into the king's chamber in the night with a 
datrsrer under his cloak ; but let it tall in a fright upon hear* 
ing the king ask, who was there. Seeing himself disco vered^ 
he threw himself at the feet of his soverdgn, and obtained 
his pardon § but his accomplices were executed* The sainft 
perceiving that his last hour drew near, assembled his nobles^ 
and recommended to them the choice of a successor, obe- 
dience to the holy see, and the practice of Christian piety. 
He then again commended his kingdom to the patronage of 
^e Blessed Yii^in, and after having recelred the sacraments 
of penance^ the viaticam, and extreme*unctionj| happily 
expired on the feast *of the Assumption of our Lady, the 
fifteenth of August, in 1038, being threescore years old, of 
whi( li he had reigned forty-one from the death of his father, 
and thirty-eight from the time h^ had been crowned king. 
His sacred remains were honoured withmirades^ and Ibrty* 
five years after his death, by an order of the pope at the ve<- 
quest Off the hcdy king St. Lai^slas^ were enshrined and placed 
in a rich chapel which bears his name within the great church 
of our Lady at Buda. He was canonized by Benetlict IX. in 

the manner described by Benedict XLY.^*^ Innocent XL 
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appointed his festivil on tbe secofod of September^ in xe^^ 

with an office far the whole churchy the emperor Leopald 
having on that day recovered Buda out of the hands of the 
Turks, after many signal victories over those infidels. In 
Hungary, his chief festival is kept on the twentieth of August^ 
the day of the tntnsl«tion of his relicks. 

Tirtue is the most excellent dignity, «nd the only good of 
lational beings, as St. Austin obsenres.<^^ GeniiTs, learniagy 

power, riches, and whatever else a man enjoys are only good 
when made suhservient to virtue. Hence the ancient Stoics 
called such external goods conveniencies, not good things, 
because said they, virtue alone deserves the name of good*^^^ 
This is our glory, our riches, and our hapjnness io time end 
eCernily. To acquire and oonthmally improve in ourselTes 
Ais inestimable treasure is the great business of our lires^ 
Yet bow careless are the generality of manliind in dds par- 
ticular ? Many spare no pains to cultivate their minds with 
Science, or to excel in accomplishments of the body, and in 
every qualification for the world, yet neglect to reform and 
regulate their heart. Half that attention which they give to 
their body or studies, would make them perfect in virtue* 
An bonr» or half an hour a day, employed in holy meditation^ 
pious reading, and self-examination, would be of infinite 
service in this most important and noble study. Tins would 
teach us the divine maxims of virtue, inspire us with its sub- 
lime sentiments, and instruct us in its exercises; and a 
constant attention and watclifulness in all our actions would 
inure us to the practice, and ground us in pertect habits of it. 
Were we but thus to learn well one virtue every 'yeavj we 
should sooQ be perfect saints. Holy kings upon the tkrone 
never sufiered any avocations or business to be an impedi- 
ment to this earnest application to the sdenoeota Christian. 
Virtue no sooner gains the empire in the hearts of men but it 
rules and sanctifies the whole circle of their actions, makes 
all the employments of their state an uninterrupted exercise 
of its various acts, and advances daily in ^ervout andpecfec- 
turn* 

Vol, IX. B 
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It S. JUSTUSk B. 0. [aipt, 2, 

I 

ST. JUSTUS, ABCHBISHOP OF LYONS, C. 

His virtues rendered him so oonspicuous whilst he served 
the church of Vieime in quality of deacon, that he was ad- 
vanced to the metropolitan aee of Lyons about the jregr 350. ^ 
In this exalted station he shewed by the whole tenour of hi* 
•ondqct that he feared nothing bat God^ hoped for ikk 
thing but from God, and regarded not the applause or pre- 
sentSj but the wn ntsof those that approached him. His pa- 
tience and temper were proof ng.iinst every trial : the ardour 
ot' his aeai made him severe ^n reproving every thing that 
deserved reproof. His attachment to discipline and good 
order was inviolaUey and his love of peace, oonoordi and 
unity, sincere and constant. He was dreumspect every where, 
and ill ail things. A great council of western prelates being 
assembled at Aquileia, in the reign of Gratian, in 381, Saint 
Justus of Lyons, with two other bishops from Gaul, assisted 
at U. The M/b£ afibirs there debated, refarded the Axiana^ 
and St. Ambrose managed every thing in that venemUo 
assembly. That holy bishop had a particular respect for our 
^ ' saint, as appearjj from two letters which he addressed tu him 
concerning certain questions of the holy scripture. 

It happened a little before this conncil^ that at Lyons, a 
certain mai^mant who had stabbed some persons in the street^ 
took sanoloaiy in the great chtttch} and St. Justns, in order 
to ap})ea8e the mob, delivered him into the hands oP a publie 
officer, upon a promise that the prisoner's life should be 
spared. Notwithstanding this he was dispatched by the po- 
pulace. The good bishop was apprehensive that he had 
beennooessary to }m deaths and was bjr that irregniarity dis* 
qoallfied for the ministry of the altar $ and having long de- 
sired to w&rve God in retirement, he made use of this ooca- ' 
sion to resign the pastoral charge. The extreme opposition 
of his flock seemed an impediment to his design. But his 
journey to the council afforded him a fevourable oppor- 
tnaligr^ ai|d in ids return he atola from his firiends in the 
night at Torrente, and bending Ins coarse to MarseiUes ha 
there took shipping with a lector of his church named Vlatoo 
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9^p.t. 8. WIJLLIAM, By Q% W 

unkiiQwn ill 4 naB^rpusi' aiQ|ia#tery in £gypt» furpumg <i||^ 
yt\uA^ €Qi|iiiiiuuty h^the femniY of bis peimcB* .Aftf i*9fip|# 
years h» happened tp be dimo^red by one who oftme £pQfi| 

Gaul, to visit the monasteries in Egjrpt. The whole hous^ 
W0f^uch surprised at so extraordhiary au example, and the 
church pf Lyons harl r»o sooner notic e, hut a priest caUe4 
^|Ui()c|)us was sent to conjure h^iu, hx name bpth of th^ 
flergy and people^ to return ; but he was not to ba pre¥aile4 
vpoi^. 4ntioobii9 deteramied to bear bim compel^ in hie 
^olitode fmd ^eoepoej ^fid the teiiit fhoi^y ftfter died in bit 
erms^ about the jear 390, (lis body was soon after traaalated 
to Lyons. St. Justus is commemorated on this day in the 
Boman Martyrology, and in those of Bede, Ado, .md Ubuai d. 
The village of St. Just in Cornwall takes its naiiie irom this 
saint.. iSee his elegant and accurate ancient life, with the 
notes of Stilting the Bollandist^ Sept. t. 1. p. 365. Tillemooity 
t 8. p. 546, Flemy, 1, IS. 10, Dom Bivet, Hist, liter. 
^ 1. part 9, p. The two bixitikers of Ste.Marthe^ Gallia 
CSnistiaiia Tet*.edit, t, 1, p. SM. 

ST, WILLIAM, BISHOP OF ROSCHILD, 0. 

St. William was an English priest of eminent sanctify and 
7eal, and chaplain to king Caniitus. In. one of the voyagfii 
which that prince made from England to Dempark, the aea- 
Ions servant of God who attended him, was so moved witii 

compassion at the sight of the ignorance, idolatry, and sn« 

perstitioii under which that natloji groaned, that he desired 
to stay behind to preach Christ, and the pure Uiaxinis of 
tbe gospel,'''^ He gained innumerable souls to God^ and 



1 

W T\it Danes were converted to t>in 
faith by the preacliin;? of St. Anscbarius, 
aiid bis associates and successors, Ebbo, 
WRbmar, Etnbert, fte. Srfo I. Wug 
«S thaxvx^xk, wnt tlftptued m 826, in tbe 
reign of the emptiror [.ewis Debonitair. 
See Joan. MoU^rus (Ciaibriae, Litteratee 
t. 3. p. bOs £ricusPwtop|4dauus> (An- 

^ 18.), DoD RiTCty (Hist. Liter, dt la 



France, t. 5. p. 577.). Fabricius, Biblioth. 
Latina niedii tevi, (t. ] . p. 'jn2.^ anrl T^uee 
Evaagelii orbi terraruni exorieute, p. 425* 
King Swato or Sweiio II. apostatisadi 
bat his successur Knut or Canutus II, 
surnamed the Grent, king of Eii'j^ndj 
carried or sent iutu iJenniark from Ihii 
island many £ealou8 apo$toUc missioiip 
ariM« who M-Mtablitlttd that ehmdu 
Set AIM'S Jhunhi.M. A^k 
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to 9. WILLIAM, B. a L'Sept. 2. 

• 

Wttl'adwiced to tlie q^ieopal see jji tbamMA, m.1ihm MmA 
ctf Zealuid* King Swain oontncted an jnoectnons manriage 
wUk a naar kinswoman, the dang^iler of the lung of Swedan* 
The holy pastor endearonred in ^vaintoremoreso pernicioua* 

a scandal by remonstrances, and at length proceeded to a 
sentence of excommunication, which severity, brought the 
king to his duty. The same king having once caused some 
panoDfl to be pat to death without a public or legal trial, 
Iba sunt met him at the chardi^door the next day, and 
luiMing out His pastoial atafl^ fofhade him to enter the hou 
ef God till lut hands were deansed from the blood he haci 
unjuiitly spilt ; and seeing some of the courtiers draw their 
swords, he presented his neck, saying, he was* ready to die 
in defence of the church of God. Tlie king who had always 
the highest veneration- for the holy prelate, entered intOL 
himself, bitterly bewailed his sin^ and after doing penance; 
and making satisfection, was eondncted into the cfanrch fa|f 
the bishop himself* In tliis ejnmple, whilst we commend 
die postor^s zeal, to whom nothhigwas dear on earti^ beside* 
€k>d's honour, we ought not to he less edified^with the hum- 
ble dispositions in which the king received correction. From 
that time the saint and the penitent concurred, with bM their 
strength , in the most perfect union of hearts, to promote the 
csnse of piety and rdligion. Upon the death of the king hit 
eorpse was' convcr|red to Bosehild, the bniial- place, and at 
that time the ordinaiy vesidenoe c€ die kings of Denmark. 
St. William is said to have prayed on this occasion that he 
might not be separated horn his fi^end, and dying at the 
same time he was interred together with him, and in the 
same place» in 1067? having passed forty years in Denmark, 
fiaronius in his antials, and some others^ confound him 
by mistake with St. William, a regular canon of Paris, who' 
Iras abbot of EskHle in thediocess of Boschild^in the following 
century, on whom see April 0th, and Hist Dttawe de fai 
France, t. 9. p. 117. holy bishop bee Saxo Gram- 



1027 ) This prince being dead at Shafts- 
bury ID 1040» Maguui obtuoed tbe-crowu 
Deimiafk, and dying in 104S, mmwac- 
«tidi«lv8aiiaIlLMfiM»edMnbiai, 



who died iu 1067. See Adam Bremeotif 
Hist. L 2. I^ndeobrogi Scriptores Rerum 
Sei4«milonitt«pi« ACf . 
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maticnSf the learned Danish historian who flonrislied in the 
next centuiy^ Hist. Daniae^ c. 1 1, 12. l^ramiiiSfWaiidalue, L 4» 
e. 3S« Cresqr* cb* Hist of Bni. b« 84« 

^^GARET, V. M. AT LOUVAIxN IN BRABANT. 

She was martyred on the banks of the Dyle or Deel by 
certain ruffians in the beginning of tlie thirteenth century, 
because she would not consent to sin ; for St. Thomas 
teaches"^ that all Christian virtues being protestations of our 
Mth and proofs of our fidelity to God^ they are a true motive 
of martyidonii She was buried first on the bank of the rirer 
wllm she sulRsred^ and was honoured with miracles. Her 
body was soon after translated to the church-yard of the 
CoUegiate church of St. Peter in Louvain, and deposited in a 
chapel contiguous to it, built on purpose, first of wood, since 
of stone, which, by piercing the wall, is now united to that 
church. Her immemonoi veneration at Lou vain, and the 

^exposition of her relicks in this diapel, and distributions pf 
fte san»e appiroved hj the archbishops of Mechlin^^are proob 
of her rank in^the Be^le Mar^^logies. See an aooonnt of 

- her martyrdom in Cttsarios^ the Cistercian monk of the same 
age at Heisterbac near Bonne, Dial. 1. 6. c. 34. Another life, 
published with notes by Stilting, t. 1. Sept. p. 592; Molanus, 
&c. She lived in the time of Henry I. duke of Brabant, who 
died near Cologn in 1235, and was buxied in the chancel of 
St. Fetor's eharohat.Ixm?ain* 

»a. ibMi. 9»aa. ^ isi.sit & 
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22 S*dlM£ON iSTYLTCEd. IS^.S. 

■ 

■ 

- BBPHSMBER HL 



ST. SIMEON STYUTES, THE YOUNGER. 

From Evagrius Hist. 1. 5. c. 31. p. 41R. and 1.6. c. 23. p. 471. with the note* of 
Readins^ and W. Lowtb, ihid. CaDibridge^ 17S0. Joi. Auemaiii^ Comm. ia CttL 
Univ. Also JUnnioi^, t. 5. Maij, p. 298* 

< A. D. 592. 

This saint was bom at Antioch in Slfl, and retired when ytt 
a child into the monastery of Tbaumastore orthe Admirable 
Mountain, sitnated in the deserts d^l^yrknear Antiodi« Vat 
several years he serred an hxAy hermit who was a monk ti 

the same place^ and liv^ed not hr from the Gomnnmity upon 
a pillar. Simeon liiboured with his whole strength to be a 
faithful imitator of all his virtues. Meeting one day with a 
young leopard, and not knowing what it was, he put a rope 
about its neck, and thus brought it to his master, saying he had 
found a cat. The good hermit seeing theftirkms beMtattiei^ 
obeying a child» began tolbonceive greater thoughts of him $ 
and not long aftet, 'in'B26^ having had sufficient experienee 
of his fervour, ordered him to make a pillar, and to live upon 
it. The you til obeyed, as if it had been the voice of God, and 
lived successively upon two pillars, within the iiulosuie of- 
the monastery, threescore and eight years in great austerity, 
and in the exercises of assiduous contemplation. God mani- 
fested his sanctity by a great number of miraides which he 
perfbfrmed chiefy in curing the slck^ fi>rete}ling things to < 
come, and knowing the most sec/st thought of others. 
Evagrius, the historian, was an eye-witness to many, and 
assures us that he had experienced his knowledge of the 
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m^i. S.] S. SliViEON STYLITES. 28 

flioughts of ofhefs hi himfelfy when he ▼isttad him for spiri- 
taal advice.^*) A great coiiecMU»e of people of all nationa, aa 

well }?omaiis as Barbarians, resorted to tbi^ efiiinent servant 
of God, who WrMs ]) on oil red by the whole world, particularly 
by the emperor Mauritius. When the Samaritans etfaced 
the holyiBiagea that were in the c^urcbes^ St* Simeon wrote 
Id the emperor Justin in defence of the reapeet which ia due 
to them. This letter ia cfuoted by St John Datnaaoen, and 
by the second ( Oiincii of Nice. The saint fell ill about the 
year 592, and Gregory, the patriarch of Aiitioch, being in- 
formed that he waa at the point of deatb^ went io all baste to 
aanatat hia last momentB -; but, before he animed, St« Simeon 
was departed to the Lord, He is hoiuNired hj the Gbiseka 
on the twenfy-fornrth of May, and by the Laliaay on the third 
of September. 



The fervour of the saints in bewailing their sins, in singing 
the divine praisea, and in sighing after the glonona society of 
flie heafwnly spirits, made them seem to fiMrget all ooncenns 
of the world. In these heavenly exercises they found the 

greattfst delights and the most holy and purejoy. The great 
St. Antony having spent the whole night in prayer, when the 
morning called him to other duties, was beard to lament, 
Hbat the rising sttii interrupted tiie sweet entertainnient of 
Ua 'sool with Ood: though by recoOeclion and frequent 
ai|nrations at his mtnual lidxmr and other employments, 
he in some measure continued Im prayer the whole day. 
What a reproach is the holy ardour of the saint*? to oiu sloth, 
delicacy, and self-love ! How loudly does the pillar of St« 
8imeoa condemn our indolence ! Nature, it is true, is weak, 
and stimds in need of Mm relief i ht, M a laxy unwilling 



Eva^ruis Scholastiom, « Syrian by 
birtb. lived many years at Antioch* and 
Hit a penoD diitliiKuisheil for Mt Mrth, 
ItamlBS'* ' and enaploymenti. He wrote 
an ecclesiastical history from tbc time of 
the coimcil of Ephesus? in 431, to the year 

oomprised in six books. Photius says 
nf Um, that Ut ityU b agreeable; and 
4lai^ with laqpsti li» traO. iM ii 



exact than other historians, (cod. 29.) Thtf 
histories of Easebius, Soentflt. Sosonwn 
and fivagriof i|ere aceoraiely published* 
with a new Latin translation, by H. Vale- 
siiu, at Pnri«, in 167S. A more ^e.-iutiful 
edition of the same, eniar^fed with other 
historical and critical notes, was piueotfed 
by Will. Raadins al CamMikeb ia limn 
vili»M. in 17901 
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24 S* BEMACLUS, B. C. S. 

nindlstobejodgof of Hs want of streagtli, the judgment vOl 
bo partial in ftvoor ci out passioiu. 

ST. KEMACLUS, BISHOP OF MAESTRICHT, C. 

This holy pastor, who was a native of Aquitain, leaving 
the court of king Glotoire, passed some time in the study of 
tho holy scriptures under St. Solpltias of Boorges^ anil waa 
appointed by St. Eiigins Brst abbot of the tnonattery and 
iteminary which he foonded at Soiignac> two leagues from 
Limoges^ in the year 6S1. Our saint Wat afterward obliged 
to take upon him the gorernment of the abbey of Couornon. 
in the dutcliy of Luxembourg, but was soon atter railed to 
the court of kiug Sigebert, who, in (>45, had succeeded his 
father Dagobert I. in Austrasia, leaving all the rest of France 
to his jounger brother Clovis II. Both these brothers were 
rellgimiSy and tbeir reigns peaceable* Sigebert made nse of 

V die. advice. of St. Eemados in 'Ibiuiding the royal abbey ^ 
StabnletiriD, now called Stavelo, in the Ardennes, in the 
bishopric of Maestricht, and dutchy of Limburg. The same 
prince founded the abbey of Malmandurium, now called 
Malmedi, also in the forest of Ardenne. The direction of 
both these foundations was committed to St. Remadin, till^ 
upon the rengnation of St. Amand, in 660, he was cboaeiE 
bbbop of Maestridbty^'^ in which charge he laboured with 
great humility and seal in preaching to his flock^ and relieve 
ing the poor. Sighing under the weight of exterkw employs, 
and fearing he should, amidst them, forget himself, he pro- 
cured the consent of his clergy and of Icing Childeric II. to 
resign his see to St. Theodard, su\d to retire to Stavelo, which 
design he carried into ezecutioo-iB 662. The reputation of 
hifi sanctity moved many noblenien and <ithei« to embrace 

* a penitential moiiastic state nnder his direiitioii in that hoiipe, 
Bemadns walked befbre fheinin the narrow paths' of tme 
Christian perfection, encouraging them, both'by words and 
example, to fervour in all religious exercises. He remitted 
nothing in his austerities on account of his old age, but 

g) 8m ThiMisMiii, Pii> EmiM^'yv/L ^ 1. 8. t. S8. 
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nther strove ccmtiiiiiany to redonUe hit fMiceas lie drew 
nearer to tbe end of his course, lest, by sloth^ in the end he 
should forfeit his crown. In his last monients he strongly 
exhorted his relitrious brethren to the love and practice of 
perfect self-denial, obedieuce, holy poverty, patieoce ii;^ 
pamfbl employments and Jabours: aanduity in holy medita- 
^n and prayer, the most prvrfbond hnmilityy and constant 
peace and union. He died about the year 6^ and wbh 
\ .bnried at Stavelo. His body is still preserved there, and 
the church, when rebuilt by St. Poppo in 1040, was dedicated 
to God under the patronage of Sr. Ka niacins. One arm was 
givt ii to theal)l)ey of Soligruic in I 2^J8; and some small por- 
tions of his relicks to the churches of Paderborn and Bam- 
bei^* See his life compiled by a monk of Stanrelo abont tlie 
year 850^ extant in Mabillon. (Act* Bened. p. A se- 

cond life wrote in the following oentnry by Heriger^ abbot 
of Lanbs t and The Triumph of St, Bemadns, In two books, 
compiled by GeollVey, prior of Stavelo. in 1070, with an ac- 
couiit n{' many niirarle*: also a MS. life ol this saint wrote 
by Thietmar, abbot of Geuiblours, in 1100. See likewise 
Le Cointe, Anaales £od« Franc. a4 en, 662^ Mnasos, Fleury, 
1* ^SR* n* 59* 

ST. MANSUET FIRST BISHOP OF TOUL IN LOR RAIN, 

\ND AFOSTLE OF THAT PART OF THE ANCIENT BELGIC GAUL. 

Some have thought him a disciple of St. Peter the apostle; 
but Li III [H II the Bollandist «hews that he could not have 
founded this church before the reign of CoDstantine, and 
that he flonrished in his and hi§ son's time, and died about 
the year.87^» ^ appears from the catalogue of his suocessom 
in that see. St. Gerard, bishop of Toiil in OJl^ made a solemn 
transhrtira of hia relicks, repaired his diurch and founded 
under his patronage the rich monastery which bears his 
name. See Martenne, t. 3. Anecdot. Col. 1024. et Collec- 
tionis t. 6. p. 637- Calniet, l list. dv Lorraine. MabiUon, 
Annal. i* 4.1. 56 and 57* The BoUandists, t. 1. 3ept. p« 6S6« 
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ST. MACNISIUS, 

According to Colgan, he was a disciple of St. Olcan, who 
was disciple of St. Patrick, and died on tlie third of Novem- 
ber 51^. But in the annals of Tigernach, and in the ancient 
adioliast of the JSngnsian Martyrology^ he is mentioned 
under the third of September. The annals of Innis&llen 
place his death in 506: See Colgan Act. Sanct. p. 375. and 
Ware, p. 217- also Welde the Bollandist, t. 1. Sept. p. 6*63. 
St. Macnisius has a proper mass among those approved ioT 
Ireland by Clement XII. printed at Paris in 1734. 



m 



SEPTEMBER IV. 



SS- MARCELLUS AND VALERIAN, MM. 

VIroin St. Gregory of Tours 1. De Glor. IIM e. 54. and the Afili of their Mitfp- 
Aom, inserted in the chronicle of Toumus compiled by Palco, monk of that place 
in the eleventh age, published by F. Peter Pr. Cbifflcit, «t Dyoa ID l(i64» in an 
■n p m di i to Us Bailo4fe 4a Tmuum. 

A. P. 179- 

Amtominds Pius and his adopted son and successor Marcus 
Aurelitts Antoninus^ snraaroed the Philosopher, were re- 
nowned for their wisdom, moderation and attention to the 
food of the Roman empire. Tlie hitter is no less admirahte 
for the goremment of himself^ if his meditations^^ are fhe 



^ Tfaa wtB of Owiiuf wii uiiKai] wllli 
ibat of Down In «lie ^ 1443. 

0") We admire in the writings of Plato, 
Seneca, Tnl?y, Plutarch, r^nd other bea- 
tiian pbilosupbers, many excellent pre- 



cepts orinorfelity. 'Tft wear tioite MtHM 
knowledge of virtue and the image of 

God, ori^r!a!h'' stamped on the rational 
soul, hafi hccn beyon d the power eMier 
of the vices of men or the malice of dCvUt* 
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portmitat^ of his {>faetiee» HIb tirto«« And irlse ftdmlnis* 

tration are represented to advantage by Crevier ? but their 
lustre is not withuut shades* In the fisty book of his Medi- 



It was an effect of the divine goodness* 
Hiat the tneee of this inage ehonU be 

preierved amidst the ruius Usiat followed 
the defection oi" man fn>m Crentf>r ; 
that he »ui^ht always have sonifi kuaw- 
led^e ul evii, and be con'Jeroned it he 
teed, hy the te^ttlmony of hte vtm eon* 
jJlliia; also J. at by tisete helps he 
il^ht apply hita> If to know and sefk 
Ckm', discover tht rotiforinity of his 
molt sublikne revealed law with that oi 
Mm. N«r«rt]ieliii, ItttpefM aad 
knttktAeuk ft guide teatoti ii In the path 
of perfect morality, and ho# much it 
•taods in neeti of the swperior Yi^ht of 
Mvflntion, is manifest, not only because 
fiuth ilone cao point out the remedy and 
true eaose of nvt IpiritMJ «oatids Mil 
Cdmiption, and it can alone both teach 
ttS, r\nd i.')r.fhr ' to, <uir last end; but 
the saoae also appears from sevefal cat>i- 
tal errors a|paiost the law of nature itself, 
vUi^ (re ciMitaiiMd in fMD€ tif the fira* 
«|Aiof the abovetnentionedl phHoWpbers* 
«3td fVom their entire ig:noranCe of the 
CMentiai virtues of hiimility, perf^^ci self- 
denial, love of enemies, foi^iveness of 
injuries, entire resi^irtM to th« ^Mtilt 
■ppDiMiwitllk Ae. Two Sleio |4)iloM> 
llRlft, jB|iictetu8 and Atitoninus, ex- 
press some divine sentiments of these 
virtues, but learned them from their ac- 
quaintance with the Christian precepts 
oif woniHy* ^^elctui wiiAe hit ftiN^A* 
iHbo at Rome in the rei^n of Domitlau, 
by whom he was haoished that city with 
the '.vhole tribe of philosophers tie 
seems to have died soon after at bm^nia. 
MiROt AoffoHoi ealM it tl» greaMft 
ftffoor he bad loeeived in his whole lifb 
from the gods, that be bad read the 
Eoehiridion of Epictetus. In this book 
admirable rules for the condacC of life 
are laid down, eatemlfely applied, BxtA 
patheticilly enfurmi Igr ft natntf df 
Miking arguments ; yet in this «*erlc too 
great a loo«je is given to the mtrst un- 
bridled of human passioni, and ma&y 
essential defects occur. 

Utt ModftstfiMoft 4ff AfldMifeMii on ft 



the StoM adMMd. They have been 
•ieribed ^ oonw to AstoRtaui Fhtu, hot 

(•ertainly belong to Marcus Aurelius An> 

tonitius, snmamfd the philo';<ip(ier. In 
them we have ttie most excellent system 
of moral precepts that ever came from 
the pMi of all hadhlifi, Ihr' trhleh tM 
author wastnurh indebted to the Ugtit 
nf thnt faith hi( h he a long time per- 
s{ ( Ute ri and contemned. Arrian, the 
Stuic who illustrated Epictetus s £ncbiri- 

dino with valnahlo tmmnHMt mad 
joyed the IHondihip of Anloiiiinit fhm 

aiid Marcus Aurelius, was perhaps an' 
9^«iinant in drawinj^ up thi? work. The 
author, in the first book, informs us in 
Whit manner he learned from his parents, 
ttMtlaft, iiid viitamifl aeqoaiBtaiMe ti 
Hufb ftfigif> and other passions, and tO 
inure hf'nself to habits of even- virtue ; 
ainl he give-s an amiable description of 
the rauderatioD, and both social and 
fprfttccly vircuet of Antoninoi Plus* wIki 
had adapted and raited htm to totOk 
reignty. He says he was not fiokle and 
capricious, but 1 • to conttnuf in 
the same places and businesses; bad no 
♦ftdllgr in botlding ; sfaewod the mo* 
dome dire of hit body that was Moi. 
ther anxious about his life, nor despiMd 
it ; hU apparel wa*? p^ain and homely r 
be was never solicitous about his meat ; 
he never did any thing with such keen- 
Aesf M onfr cD«ild say be wit >woftliii|p 
about it; but in all tUags he 
distinctly, as at leisure, calmly, 
larly, resolutely, and ffracefully. He 
knew both iiow to abstaiu from or eiijoy 
those things, ia the ivtnt wberasf taoet 
men shew theimoltes week, aod in Che 
fruition intemperate ; he remained firrti 
and constant in both events, with a just 
seif>govemment, and shewed a perfect 
and HlvlniiAlle oral, (k t. a. IS* "p* 6S.) 
Ia the MlowlB|if pofti cC Ulie woifc Ottf 
author lays down maxims of morality. 
He exbortfi men to the constant practice 
of virtue as the highest dignity, perfection, 
apd happiness of oor nature. "Nothing." 
says he^ is itaMa. tteeOoMt tiian tiia 
■dMMIj IkMI llitittt vrtddM yiQ»' 
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tations, wbere he commends neoeatuy resignation ia^>dcail^ 
lie eondemiis ihat of the Chri0tiaBS»(>> which he aaerihes l» 
mere ofastiiiifiy* Thgir cooaiaiif^he had ezperimoedy hav*' 

(1) Medit. k II. c 3. p« S38. 



it hath subjected to itself all its passions, 
•lainiiifd all appeumeei (or Mcaiions) 
wbkh may exeite them* and aa Sooates 

expresses it, has torn itself off from the 
attachments to sense ; ba? subjected it- 
Self tu the gods, and has ao afiectiouate 
care of mankind." (b. 3. e. 6.) 

He affinna the oriainal fabric of tlia 
soul tu be destined for the knowle^fa 
and love of God, and an entire harmony 
t)f will with him by r£">i:;nation, and the 
constant love and practice uf virtue : he 
1^80 aclknowled^ its pieaeoA dagaiierata 
state, as it is often counteracting its ori- 
g-in.il destiiiHi ion. (b. 9. c. 3.) Perfect 
Yirtuo, aL( ordiui; to him, consists in the 
highest love of the supreme goodness and 
cscelienoe; in rasignatioii to inlliilte 
ulidom and stndiy ohedience to hia will* 
eipoetally in all acts of Ibeneficence and 
goodness to our fellows, (b. 11. c. 10.) 
It is hi.H fandamental maxira that the* 
gods chiefly require that rational beings 
become hy virtue lilto imto tbemidvaa. 

Keep in mind," says he, that that is 
a fi^ tree which performs the business of 
a fif;-trt:-e j a bee which performs that of a 
bec,aud a man who performs the business 
of a maD," which is vii^e. (h. 10. c 9.) 
A virtuous roan bo deActh^ as follows : 

What any one may say or think of 
him, or do against him, he spends not a 
thought. He satisfies himself with these 
two tbinp; with acting justly what he 
is at presantdoiag ; and with lovlog wImi 
is at present appointed for hiiii* He has 
thrown off all hurry and bustle ; and has 
no other will but this; to go on in the 
straigiit way according to the law, and 
to follow God." (b.JO. e. |X 

He reclcons vain-glory among vices or 
the aflfronts men do to themselves, (b. 2. 
c. 6. h. 16. b. 3. c. 6. b. 4. c. 3. 18. 3S. 
h. 5. c. 6. b. B. c. 7. b. $, c 39-) He 
recommends humility, (b. 10. c. 19.) and 
atneere aimpll'cilyf beiag o^pially ao enainy 
to flattery and osttntatiaa. " How rot* 
tjaaadiwsiwBaffi.aiwtiMWt jiwifa ai fa g i ^ 



I resolve to act with you in ali timfUciiy 
nmd ea$ttkw. What ooed ywa tell 'Bbb 
this? O Bsan! it will appaar of liadl 

This profession should be written on 
your forehead. Yonr temper should 
sparkle out in your eyes, as the person 
beloved discerns the affection in tl^ eyca 
tfthelovar. Tbaoatentatioaof ataylU 
city is like ftdacger for insidious designa. 
Nothing is more odious than the friend* 
ship of the wolf in the fable." " Shun 
this abov« ali things.** (h. 11. e. 15.) Ho 
aUodaa totba ttUeof the tMatjbetwoaa 
the ahaap and the wolf, in wiiieh -tfaw 
sheep gave up their do^s as hosta^-es to 
the wolf upon his kind professions of 
frieodfihip. Resignation to the will of 
baaive]^ which is always foil of win pti»« 
vidanaa^ la m fisvowrito viitoe^ wUalilia 
frequently inculcates, as (b. 2. c. 3. b. 3. • 
e. II. 16. b. 5. c. 8. b. 7. c. 45.) Upon 
the same, see Arrian, the Stoic, in his 
notes on Epictetus. (b. 3. c. 16. b, 7. 
O.570 IbthiaAoialius joiMcantentaa* 
nam in every station, of which Epidalat 
says, (Enchir. 15.) ** Remember you 
ought to behave yourseli in life as at an 
eniertainment* Does any thing come 
iBoourwtoyoa) atiwtdiowt y a w I w ad , - 
and taka it 'g ra Bafc ll y» ^Doea It pyhf^ 
you? Do not stop it. Is it not rome 
yet ? Do not long after it ; but wait Wl 
it come to you." EpieteL ib. 

Antoninus lays down tba doefvine^ 
ddnggoodto neDftimtlioaaortaiaglft 
disintaiaitid view ; ahd enforces the di- 
vine sentiment of returning good for evil, 
(b. 6. c. 47. b. 7. c. 22. b. 9. c. 3.) He 
teaches the necessity of prayer to obtain 
att vlftoes, (b. a. e. 4a) wUch Airitt» 
(b. 2, c. 18.) Epictetus, and other Stoloa 
often mention. He cautions men against 
engaging themselves in a superfluity of 
exterior employments, e^ecially about 
other persons, as wlnt aodh a ooo-ia 
doing, aayinf , tbinkhug, or projecting. 
"This attention to the affiiirs of others, ' 

M|a bib " laalwi a-mn MUBdar Am 
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ing raised thelfifth general persecutioa of the churchy and 
published fresli edicts, by which he commanded Christians 
lo be punished. with death^.a^ is attested bj St. Melito quoted. 



hk own burinesf* the ftiardiiie of bis own 
MoL W« ouglit to Meludt from ihe w- 

net of our thoughts whatever is super- 
fluou*; and vain." (h, 3. c, 4.) To converse 
much with ourselves be calls 'the great 
IpnotoTMhilnffirfl^Mi. "LookUi- 
wards, " says be, *' wl^n is the fountain 
of g^ood, which is ever springing up, if 
jrou be alv^ .^ys diggiii? in it," (b. 7- 59.) 

Tim ituibor liad the best oppurtuuity 
<f tiying aH Om hmpfiMm that wm arbe 
from estemal thuigs, but found that the 
dissipating pursuits of surh objects stupify 
the oobl«r powers, and that it is only by 
iwooliartkm UmC w« tad th» difnity of 
WBr wnwra^ WW uWC nW wvwer pOWWfS 
of our souls are disentangled, and exert 
theroi^lves iu all the affections of social 
and beaveuly virtues, iu which the mind 
teaiinesprewibb diH|bt II«m» tw 
IMlUa HHMI kome to converse much with 
themselves, by reflection and self-exa- 
mination. " I^t nothing that befalls 
thee from without, distract thy luiod,** 
M|fi W» aid tikt lilMvt ^ tlqFtelf 
(Ik 2. e. 7.) " Such at 6tm&tn not the 
of their own souls, or their 
must necesaarilly he unhappy." 
■■f teawoitMMBiBf 
and yet km aalowwu to all. Rtwtmber 
this always; and r\!so that the happiness 
of life consists in very few things. You 
will hud it in becoming free, modest, 
iMnd^foaUandiwifiwdtoOod.* (b^r. 
•» 47.) He laments that amny trifle 
away their activity by wearying them- 
selves in life, without having a settled 
scc)pe or wark t» which they direct aU 
tMr Mtw mi pP^ta." (bb 9. c 7.) 
He compares the employs of roost men 
to the flutteriotc of affrighted flle<!, and 
the involuntary agitations of puppets by 
viMtf awMik wUih* ba says, wa mmk 
ftnin without stoiwlaf at th wa> Ok 7* 
c. 3.) He will have us be always earnest, 
remembering thp shortnets of life. His 
maaims ou Lbii htad are; Allow to 
tlvMirthaiittlatlna than bwt" (b.8. 
a. 4$.) ** Yet a little, and the time to ho- 
nour thyself (by virtuous dteds) shall be 
^f^f ^inifk naa't life is flying away^ and 



thine n afanoet gone, before thou hast 
paid Joat hononr to tbyMlf/ (K 9. e. a.) 

* Undertake each action as one aware ha 
may next moment depart out of life." 
(b. c. 11.) Regulate thy hfe as waiting 
for tha ligMl to i«ti(i^ aot of k wlthoQt 
reluctance.'' (b.3.ew S«) ** Fate cau nem 
surprise such a life unBnisbed, as one 
SqjS of a Inii^cclian ^vbogoes off before lie 
ends his part.' (b. a. c. 8.) It becomes 
a waaof wiadiMi adllier Co ba hieaniida* 
rate nor impetuous, nor ostentatiously 
contemptuoii*? about fleaih." fb. 9. c. 3.) 

Tljese and many other such precepts 
art ioterepersad throughout tliii mkt 
and inculcated witii surprWng itiangth 
and life. This testimony from enemies 
is of great weight to confirm the sanctity 
of ihe Christian morality; for a cause 
moat be good wtieb to gaiiiad whan Ha 
very enawlas sit judgw* These great 
maxims, moreover, wonderfully set off the 
superior t- xcellency of divine faith. For, 
whereas the morality of the gospel is 
thfoogboiit asast parfectt |Nii«» and hofyg 
that of the greatest philosophers is in 
some part<? blind* false, and defective, and 
too weak for the reformation of manuei s. 
Antaoinas wasin tba daric M to the moBC 
important of all points in morality, the 
end of man. If he believi d th^t the ~uul 
does not perish in death, and sju uk« 
sometimes like Plato of a future ^tate of 
lawaidt and pnnisbwanta, bit ia other 
places, doubts whetbar its dcsUaatiaa it 
not to pass by a metempsychosis or con- 
tinual migration from one being into 
another. To re£unn baUtnal oflbn- 
dsrs^ ba tells thaw that they act in con- 
tradiction to their reason, and below the 
di'^iiity of their nature. What force can 
such motives have upou depraved minds, 
wbioh this system awkes aaooaataUt 
oaiy to tbaaisd««s? OoMdaaaa Is Bttla 
more than an empty name, if it does not 
bind men over to appear before a higher 
tribunal, or if moral duties are not en- 
for sadbyatrongar wotim of divina low 
made manifest by revelation. Hmcethe 
practical treatises of most of the heathen 
pbiknophersi are rather vaio-gloritHis 
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hf EuMliliM.c^ After his "ntbeny arw the QwA and Mar* 
comanni In 174, he ordered peace to be restored to ih^ 
Christians 3 but did not check th^ fury of the popuJ406y or 

. W £us. 1. 4. c. 26. TiUemojat, t. 3. Ant. Fagi in Critiea Baronil ; KniHart Pr»f. 
\fi Acta. Mftrtyr. FraiuuMi Jl^lduini Comn^ent^ius ad EdjcL^ veterum Friucipoia 



fcOMttt or high fli^lt of oloqurace, tlitn 
iailtUe antidotes against the more dan- 
g^erous vices. The persuasives and reproofs 
which they display are too feeble to sup- 
port our courage under fiery triab, or 
MHiMtotly to iteiii the impatuoot toncut 
of the most unruly passions. 

Justus Lipsius, lying on his death- hed, 
Ivben some advised him to make use of 
tllst Stole philodbpby of wbieh ho had 
heen the great adinifer, to couiFovt bhn- 
Self in (hose raomcnts of distrt'"<;, nt)- 
swpied : " It is not philf)?n[fhv, but l\vt\i 
only that cau now give uie slrengiii.' 
Neither eao empty exclaoiatioiis on the 
beauty of virtue* of the d^nity of our 
nature, which are so pompously set forth 
by these heathens, and repeated by the 
noble author of the Characteristics, aod 
otiier modem enemiea to revelation, re- 
strain all the sallies of human passions. 
This is the privilege of the law of holy 
faith (Ps. cxviii. 9.) For, as experieuce j 
ehewfi the mMives of the divine love and 
'fBMPl9r» aod those of eternal punfathraents 
Itudi rewards, subdue the most rebellious, 
pierce to the bottom of the heart, and 
leave the dart deep fixed ni the soul. The 
mixture of lipllyy weakneu, abd bHmlacia 
which is blended in the moral writings of 
Plato and other infidel writers, shews the 
incompetence of reason alone in our cor- 
rupted state, without the assistance of a 
aaperior light. How mnch do the holy 
Qiaxiuis of the gospel on vice and virtue 
excel in purity and perfection the mo-t 
admired and sublime lessons of philoso- 
phers found in iSpictetus, Maroia Aure- 
jiua, ^adef'a preuiee on Plato, Carpen- 
ter's life of Socrates, Stanley's Lives of 
Pbiloscpher§ ? &c. How infinitHfy supe- 
rior are our divine principles of huuiilityj 
foilgDation, meekness, charity! &e. What 
is the boasted contentedncss of Epietetus 
and Marcus Aurelius, to the calm and 
uttite resiguaUon of S(* Pful i 9 Cor. vi. 



10. Ail* W, II, ftc Nevertheleet, how 

^reat a reproach is it to slothful ( hris. 
ti an 5, that thrir lives, amidst the fui) light 
and must powerful helps of faith, fall far 
short even of the morality of heathens ; 
and that they ore atfaogeit oot ooly to 
the spirit and precepts of that divine reli- 
gion which th^ disgrace by proiessing it, 
but even to those maxims of reason itself 
which headien phitosophets htef deH<- 
vered ! How will Tyre and Sldon fMoCi 
xi. 21 and the isles of Cethira (Jer.xKlO.)! 
condemn thpm at the last day! 

Gataiccr and the authors of the life oC 
M. ftarelfos Antoninot, preised to the 
Glasgow edition of his Meditations, in 
1752, excuse his i !n!atry, and his mis- 
taken principles in sometimes persecuting 
the Christians, iu order to canonize his 
nemoKj. We onghc rather, upon their 
own plea, to dej^re the weakness of « 
virtue which is merely human, wh"»n we 
Und this emperor sometimes persecuting 
the servants of God, always ^ottin^ hie 
eyes to the iMne light, and disgracing 
his moral virtues with many inexcusable 
crimes. Hie idolatrous superstition, which 
reason and his own avowed principles 
eondemoed, degenerated hito the otmeek 
folly and extravagance* He a^^cniljloj 
priests from all quarters, and multiplied 
sacrifices ; he employed every kind of 
lustration, and introduced foreign reli- 
gious rites, beAm his time onkiiowii to 
the Romans. His tears and entreaties to 
ohtain of the senate that his predecessor 
Adrian, infamous for many vices, should 
be enrolled among the gods, bore been 
already mentiooeiL ' His tonlty mod tan* 
piety were yet more mon^troiT? in causiof 
his wife Faustina, whose puhlit.- debau- 
cheries were a scandal and reproach to 
the empire, to be wonhipped asm godda« 
after her death; in erecting a temple 
with silver statues to her, instituting a 
couunuiu^ of i^Is called FaitstixiiaiMs to 
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of fMortieiikr pureman^ who, in sereral places, oHm »v«il«d 

themselves of former laws made against them. 
The hurribie massacre of the mart^r^ at L^ou$ and Viemia 



i^ttend it, and conmuuidililf tU youof 
■wrried women* in Rome to come with 
their husbands, and oWcr sacrifice to tbe 
godde^^ Faustina. When Laicius Verus, 
his most VICIOUS cuUeu^ue, adoptire bro- 
th«r m4 nm in law, died, he pveiailad 
with tlw nnwiUms senate to rank him 
al'^o amon«^the gods, though Dio was per. 
suaded he had procured his death by poi- 
son ; but this, sooje attribute to Verus's 
wife Loeinft, Uie debauched daiifhter of 
M. Aurelius. His passion for tbe Stoic 
pfaiioeopby was pedantic; and his 
live desire Co be esteemed j;oodj mild, and 
pious, made bim lUl into a aoftnem «l 
tamper waijr inconsistent with true virtuk 
It seeir5 tn liavc been with a view to 
^please tVie sen:Lte and ^leople that he for 
a iuug time uppresseU the Ciin&liaas, and 

wIma ha had toiptnded tlia pafieentkin, 
had not tbe coaraKe effectually to protect 
them. His remissne*;'; tn chasti'^inj^ the 
faults of others, es|>ecially senators, made 
mm thiolc, as Dio says, that lie ought not 
to inform himMifof tham. 

^yhilst he. spun out fine disputations 
on tbe precepts of philosophy, and on 
the duties of goreming an empire, be 
aafticd tha pio^lneai ta ha plwdared by 
tiMir fovamors for fter of appearing: se- 
vere in punishing them. He ])ut his son 
Comniodus in the hands of preceptors, 
who were men of abilities indeed, but of 
debauched moralt, who^liy Indolgiof bis 
pawioniy added fuel to lila deptaved in. 
cHnat?on<5. When the son was already 
ruined by their lenity and example* tbe 
h/Sket imnoved them; bat tbe prince 
aamflalninf of tbe severity of bia new 

tutors, the emppror had the weakness to 
replace bis former tiiHsti^rs, to put the 
finishing Iiaod to liis ruia Blinded by 
fpndnem ha forgot how dangmoos it 
usually It fiiryoimf JMcrsons to find tliem- 
selves their own ma5tci-s, whpii he raised 
such a son to tbe brst dignities of tbe em- 
pire at fifteen years of age. The emperor 
8av«ffna aaU ha ought vathar to have poi 
such a monster to death than to have left 
bim roaster of the empire. See Guion, 
Uist« Romaioe^ t, 5. p. 3S8« TiUamonty 



Hist dea Empereufa» t. 9* Vw from d^ 
pmdathig the moral virtnm of tldt em* 

peror, which justly rai?e our admiration, 
we juin his warmest panegyrists in giving 
them due praise ; yet must not be so 
blind aa to call tbamperliMltflr to oanontam 
his vlrtum. 

Some apologize for his pcrseeutins: the 
Christians upon the principles of Maeina- 
vel, by which Mr. Melmoth, in bis notee 
on Pliny't letters, atCempli to exenm thft 
like persecution in Trajan, whose incoa- 
sist»>nt answer to Pliny he endeavours to 
viudicate against TertuUian. His obseiw 
vntion is dear lirom Livy, Valifka lla»> 
imus, and Tcrtullian> that it waa an mr- 
ctent law in the Roman state to suffer no 
new reliirions wor-hip to he intruduced, 
which was not auihorued by tbe senate. 
But hb saoowl raamrk that any Idolatmaa 
or other rdigion which is established by 
law, becomes a civil part of the consti- 
tution, and that no alteration must be 
allowed in it by the prince, iest it slionid 
overturn tbe Btate,ia a maihn of Madiiavel 
and Mr. Melmoth, which can by no means 
be admitted, ui)le«?'? it he granted, that 
true rebgion, justice, and virtue may be 
trampled nnder faot, and am neither tha 
basis of goveniment^ aar ends tn ba pio- 

rootcd by it. 

The gross idolatry which Marcus Au- 
relius abetted, could only be me^ut hjr 
bim- as a i»palar fbrea of lelifioni nor 
ought he ever to licvn been a stranger to 
the innocence and ganotity of the Chris- 
tian morals. As the apotheosis of his 
most infkmous relattona is a flagrant la* 
•trntce of extravagant pride and im|delgrt 
so were his remissness in punishing power- 
ful dehnquentij, antl hi'; persecution of 
tbe Christians proofs of a servile coude- 
scensien and bomana rsspect. Many ae* 
tions of bis life and several passages in 
hi> first book, stvon'^lv savour of that 
vanity which be condemns in bis precepts. 
Whatever were his private sentiments at 
bis death, iHiieb were known to God 
alone, such a life ill deserves the extrava- 
gantetilogiumc which are bestowed on him 
by modern advucates for neural reiigioa 
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•kafqpeaed in the year 177« In the former of these citlc» 
liuNsciliu and VderiaD withdrew theauelFea fromfhat Umr 
pest by a seasonable flight, and preached the gosp^ in the - 

neighbouring provinces, and were crowned with martyrdom 
in 179' Marcelliis was apprehended in the country near 
Challoiis, and after enduring many torments in" that city^ 
was buried alive up to the nndille, in which posture he died 
on the third day, which was the iburth digr of September* 
St* Valerian into the hands of the peneieiitofa near 
Tottmoa, a town built on the Saone, between Maoon and 
ChaUona. After snfiering the rack, and bong torn with iron 
hooks, he was beheaded at Tournus on the fifteenth of Sep- 
tember. The relicks of St. Marcellus are honourably kept 
in the great church \vhicli bears his name at Challons, and 
belongs to a royal monastery, which king Gontran founded 
in his honour. A church was built nt Tonrnus over the 
tomb €if St. Valerian before the dme of St. Gregoiyof Toura.^'^ 
SS« MarceUus and Valerian are honoured at the aposdea of 
liiat oonntiy. The great abbey of St. Valerian at Toumua 
is the head of a monastic Congregation to which it gives its 
name. It was a small monastery when, in 87^, Charles the* 
Bald gave it to the monks of the isle of Nermoutier, or Ner, 
or Hero, on the coast of Poitou, who had been expelled by 
the Normans. They earned with them the relicks of Saioi 
flHbert or FIllNsrt, their founder. Thia abbejr waa rebuilt in 
1018 ; from which time it took the name of St. Filbert. Ii^ 
Ae aizteenth ago the Huguenots plundered diis ehnroh, and 
burnt part of the relicks of St. Valerian; but the principal 
portion escaped their sacrilegious search. The abbey of 
Tournus was converted into a colkge of secular canons in 
1627 i only the dignity of abbot was retained with an exten^ 
dye Jnriadiction and large rerenne. It waa enjoyed in cmn^ 
mmimn by cardinal Elenry. 

Pet. Fr. Chifflet, Hist. <te ToonMi, mnd AM PMrtUon^ KUbdMqae 4et Aa-r 
tcttis fionigofiM. 1748. 

Mtheieeret eoemieiof revdatkmaflbct to 
fitylc thmmelvcs. Sea Voltaire, DUofiw 

4;ntr« Marc Aurele et un Recollet. t. 4. 
383. io Uie new e<UtioQl<tf iiis works^ 




nm^ 1756^ mt. . 
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4S^.4«] TRANSLATION OF ST* CUTHBEiiT. as^ 

The two hokj martyrs^ whom we honoOron tirfs day, made 
the whule tenor of their lives a preparation to martyrdom, 
because they devtited it entirely to God by the constant ex-, 
ercise of all virtue*. Tn be able to stand our ground in the 
time of trial, aud to ejbercise the necessary ,»oto uf , virtue 
jB.tlw article of deaths we must be thoroughly grounded ia. 
aftbn^ faabita of all virtim ; ;aod we.^liaU.iiot oUierwiie exer| 
tlwm jreedyy on tuddeii and diffiowlt 'ocpi0k>tia. He wl|oa^. 
Mnil'it well regidated^ itnd iii'itho6e heart virtiie lias taken 
deep root, finds its practice easy, and, as it were, natural in 
times of sicknessi, persecution, or other occasions. Nay, he 
makes every thing that occurs matter of its exercise, subjects 
to himself even obataoles^ and cQuverts them ifit/sy oQcafiiima- 
of exeftiog the most noble and heroic yirtues^. f^icjli as ve*»< 
aignalxott, |iatienoe, eharity^and good-will towaitl tkhote vliA 
ej^poae or peiteoiite him. ^ . / - 

' THE TRANSLATION OF ST. CUTHBERT. ' 

t Bede relates, in the life of St. Cuthbert, that the saint 
charged his disciples before his deaih^ that rather than eyer 
Ml under the yoke of schismatios or infideb, thej would, 
when dnreatened with sneh a odamify, take.with, ttiem hia. 
mortal remafna» and chooie, 'some other* dwelling/*) In the* 
^ear 9fB ihe prowinoe of Northi^mberlaBd was so eroelly- 
infested by Danish pirates, and Lindi.-farne was so much ex- 
posed to their continual ravages, that Sarduif the bishop, 
Eadred the abbot, and the community of the moukh, left 
that place, and carrying with them 'diat sacred treasure, 
utande^ to lind fi'o fiSr sev^n yearsl^* In 882 they rested 
iAih it at Conei^ier, e smatt town a few miles fiom the 
Adman wall; where' the hwhop's see oontmued one hondred ' 
and thiHeen year^, as Camden remarks. Both king Alfred 
and the Danishleader granted peace for a month to aiJ persons 
that tied to the saint's sliriae, and Alfred gave to his church 
all the. land that lies between the l^ne and the Tees,. as 

0) Vit. S. Cuthb. e. 39.-^ Weitn<mwtl aA eon anniia. MiioMilNir. .1.8. 4s 
Fontif. SiaMOQ Dtmelm. ad eum an. et sequ. Harpsflekl, sac. 7* e. S4* Set -the BOta 
CD St Ultao, int aad OolfM, Aflb 8S. SiSs Uflhw'i PirinSffd. 

Vol.. IX, C 
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Matthew of Westminster, or whoever is the antbor of tli it 
Compilation called the Flores of the English history, assures 
us. In 995, in the fre§h inroads of the Danes, bishop AL*» 
dune r^tived with the samt't hoAj to Bippoii, and fimr* 
ibontiit after fa DaAun, a plaoe atniiig by iti natunl' at*. 
tQefkm, but not haMtiible, tlli Ae people of the eomtry^ 

on this occasion, cut down the wood, and raised a small 
(diurch^ and cells for the monks. The body of the saint re- 
mained without being tainted with the least corruption, aet • 
HoToden and aft o«r other hiftgnant piwe it to hevie beea.» 
Ibttod whenofor it wm nriied; and maaof laktmAm- wew 
wroaght at his shiine, aeeomti of wMcik arefonnd iii'tlie. 
above-mentioned historians, and others, especially in the 
histoiy of the church of Durham, wrote in 1100, not by» 
^EW^ot, the prior^ as Selden imagined^ but by Simeon, m: 
mmk of that hoose, as Mr* Bedford pro^ ii^ his aocarato» 
fffition of this work. The author rdatea boWj a little More 
Us time^ bishop WBlian bed, bj the authoritf of the Con* 
queror, placed the monks of Weremouth and Jarrow in the 
€»thedral at Durham. A yearly meixiorial of the translation 
of St. Cnthbert^s body to Durham was kept on this day« See» . 
his M£b^ aodSiineoD ef Durham^ Hjst.Bode6iie Dunelmensia^ 
publisbedlqrThoi. Bedford^ Lon^ylTSir. Heanie^s 
tor IfistoricuS) on liuAilhme, t. 2. p. 372 1 and tiie anony- 
mous monk of Durham, in 1060, author of The History of 
the Transactions and Miracles of St. Cuthbert^ in Msbilloni 
saee. Ben. 4* part. 2* p* 226. 

ST. mA^ WIDOW. 

tkmhiUn ef this saint «as a eeuntt who lived in greafc 

ihvoiir iidtik Charlemagne^ emperor and king of FraiM^, in 
whose conrt she had her education. From her childhood 
she learned to contenm the world in the midst of its splen- . 
de»r, to esteem virtue and the divine, girace as the mdy good^; 

to.popoie^ta hatscif no oOmi^ o^jecl In att her aelieiiir 
and dMires. tiian.to wdfc alwiqw nM^Ood^ and to atndjr, wiHi 
her whole strength, to discover and to accomplish his holy 
will. Whilst many others wearied thei n s el ves an d ex h austed^ 
their vigour and ftrangth in the empty pursuit of vanity and» 

i 
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Seft. 4.] S. IDA, W. 35 

ar^bitiOB) and sought satis&ction and pleasure in the region 
Qf^miMrf anddeatli^ida tmnUed for iMrself ktl 8b0 shauld 
dtvff Milfer herself to he imposed upon bgr mh ftbe appeav«i 
. aiieef* As it is iipon the eflR»etioii« and nModiaft dp the floul^ 

and the opinions which she conceives of things, that all de- 
pends, it was the saint's first care, hy assiduous pi'ayer, pious 
meditation, and reading, to cultivate and daily improve those 
which religion and piety inspirai. end beraiii. shc^ we ex-^- 
ceedingly strengthened by the example and oonvevielioB of 
Hie holy TirgineOd^ end Gertrude, the denghtert of Fepia* 
Tlte^ emperor gave lier in maniege Id a &KNiiile lord off hii^ 
eoarf, named Egbert^ a«d b estow e d en hfr a great flirtiiiie In 
estates, not only on account of lier merit, hut also to recom- 
pense her father's services. The happy couple lived in the 
most perfect and holy union of hearts, and continually ex- 
cited each other to greater fenrour in the practice of all good 
works. 

The death of her boaband left ber a widowwhilat she was 
jet^irery yoimg $ anil tbie stele she sanctified by redDuUing 
ber derodooSy self-denials, and ansterides* She considered 

the arduous task which every Christian has upon his hands, 
of purifying his hear^from all that is sensual and inordinate, 
and to put on atlections which are perfectly p\ire and holy, 
by which a soul is fitted and adorned tliat she nuiy deserv e 
1^ be assoeiated* at.deadi< with the spotl^s angels^ and that 
abe muf' beer 'the image- «i#.Ged, the in4m^ sooroe and 
model oi mostaesS) x^teiee> and all other nrtnes. IJbe 
esAeemed it- ti|e tnietfiniBt«i Mfiagf in makie lile one u||inter«> 
Tftpted series of good actions, closely linked to one another | 
Mid to this end she devoted her whole time, and all lier 
thoughts and actions, those which she employed in her tem- 
peral afiairs, and in the caj?e of her famiiy^ being equally 
Areetod to the samc^ and tornisbing ber each with fresh 
occanons of patience, meekotfss, beneifieencet self-denial, 
charity, penance, or other heroic virtues. The great reve- 
nues of ber estate she chiefly employed inreliering the poor, 
and felt no greater pleasure than in clothing and feeding 
Jesus Christ in Ins members. She surpassed in the world 
the penitential practif^s of cloisten. That she might pro 
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ff^ S. ROSALIA, V. [Sept. 4. 

Imng her prayers^ and wait on God in the, presence of hi». 
altars with greater recdllectioti, and unobserved l^jneii, she^ 
Irailt berself a Kttle retired dbmj^ "vUlim. » ebiiKh wbldi> 
ahe had fbettded oear her own acnt in the dioceia of Mm^; 
flter. Her exeroisea of piety^ and ike lieairenly ftvours she 
often received in prayer, were generally knov\Ti only to God; 
so carefully did she conceal theni as much as possible from 
the eye& of men. The close of her penitential life was a- 
long and painful sicknesa, in which, . &r from ever letting 
fall the least word of oon^klnt, she never mentioned lle^l^* 
snfierings. Having shone as a bright light. to the ivfini' 
okmdi' ef Oenoaiqf^^she passed to etemat rest befim the 
middle of the'ninth oentnrjr. ' Seerher 1^ wrote by Uffng^ , 
a monk of the tenth age ; and the remarks of f . Sujskea 
tKe Bollandist^ t. 2. Sept. p. 255. ' — 

ST. ROSALIA, V. 

She was dtaighter of Sttnibeld; Icvd of Rosea end Onia-; 
quina, who dediioed bis pedigree ftotn.the imperial tari^ • 
of Charlemagne. She was bom at F^ermo'ln Sicily, anA • 

despising in her youth worldly vanities, made herself an. 
abode in a cave on Monnt Pelegriuo, three miles from Pa- 
lermo, where she completed the sacriHce of her heart to 
God by anatere penance and manual labour, sanctified .fay. 
assiduous prayer, «id the oonatant nnion of her soul wHi^ 
God. She died in lieo* Her body waaJbnnd buried in a 
grot under the moonlain in the jmr.ei the Jnbilee^ 1^2S>^ 
under pope Urban VIII. and was translated into the metro- 
political church of Palermo, of which she was chosen a 
patroness. To her patronage that island ascribes the ceasing 
of a grievous pestilence at the same time. On her life and 
miracles, see thedisqikisitions of Stiltlngthe BaUandist^ mimh 
fill one hundred and furty pe^» 



• t • • 
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Apt.*.] . S».UJ.TAN,fl. 

ST. ROSA OF VITERBO, V. . 

99 TBM THlftD OMMUl 0» AT. nUKCIS. 

She was refused admittance in the Franciscan nunneiy in 
Viterbo; therefore led a solitary life in a oottage adjoining, 
hk the most aostere penitential practices, and in assiduons 
dmtsmplation and pf^er. She died about the year 1252. 
Her body Is shewn enshrined in the church of this nunnery 
entirely incorrupt ; her face appears full of flesh, and as if 
the corpse was just dead. She is lionoured on the sixth of 
March, the (lay of her death, and on the fourth ot Septem- 
ber, the day of her translation. Her two lives are not in all 
parts authentic. See Wading's Annals of the Order ad an, 
1252, n« 17. and^ Suysken the Bollandisti on her two liyei^ 
'and the Afits at her canonization, t* 2. Sq>t. p. 414. 

KT. ITLTAN", 

FIRST BISHOP OF ▲RDBaACC4JI IN MJBATH^^ IN IBBLAXTJIb 

Amongst the many eminent virtues of this saint, Colgan 
pipuiXQUs tilis extensive chanty in proFiding for all the found* 



^ There wete formerly macny epis- 
«a|nlMeiiaifeftliisMCloimrd, DuMc, 

.Kells* Trim, Dunsa^hUn, Ardbraccao, 
Slane, and Foure, besides others of le<?s 
note ; all wb»cb» exoH|pt Dukek aad 
^ells, wnn nwolidrtfdt aad tbair com* 
,moQ ^ee fixed at CIonaM beFure the year 
1 152, whei: the divisions, of the bishoprics 
, of Ireland were made by cardiual Paparo, 
.IfgeJjt from iwpe Eugenius IIL The 
.t«o.M« of Uulatk aiid EcUft Afbsnnid 
siibmiited, and all are ever ilace anitid 
in the bishopric of Meatb. 

Clonard, (called Cluain-lrard^ was 

.aMwicdinmksrat.fiiifaii, wiM»ii iw- 

.amiredoN the twelfth of December. Do- 
leek (cadle»1 Driimhliag) by St. Cianan or 
Kenan, who is bonoared on the tweuty- 
fourtb of November. Kells or Kenlis, 
. (mM also CBtsoamt) was iwl«Mly a 
. great strong city, where St. Culumb-kille 
.branded a monastery in 550, Most an- 
^€ktikt writers assert that St, Cuthbezt, 
.|ii)u>p of LtodMimHi who li hooMNd 



on the twentieth of March, was a nativie 
of KeUs s M appean from bis life kopC 

in the Cottonian library, sub VitelL 
D. XIV. 8. Trim was founded by Saint 
Luman, honoured on the seventeenth of 
February; andBunsaghlin by St.Secuiio 
diB» (eaOed Seachnal) honoured on the 
twenty-seventh of November, both ne- 
phews to St. Patrick. Ardbraccan by 
St. Ultaii. Slane by St. Ere, who died 
ia 51S. Foure (called Pobbar) «at an 
abb^ founded by St. Fecbin, who died 
of a pestilence which raged in Ireland in 
664, or rather in 665 i tor that great 
pMtilenae began in May 6M, and Saiqt 
Fechin died the twentieth of January* 
the day on which he is honourecf The 
first bishop of Foure was St. Suarlecb* 
who died on the twenty-seventh of March 
741 s be bad oafy one successor f n the 
episcopal character, after whose death : 
Foure w»s a^ain reduced to an abbqr» 
See Colgan Act. SS. iod. cbroo. Wanff 
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IfaigcfalldrniiiilNkiid. Hediedm^M. teColguBOS. 
•l4.Sept. 



ST: LAURENCE JUSTINIAN, C. 

FIRST PATRIARCH OF V£NIC£. 



From his original life written by his nephew Bernard Justinian, in Bollandut 
Jan. 8. and from his Ttalian life, elefantiy compiled by F. Maflfei. *See also 
Helyot, Hist. cJes Ord. helig. t. S. p. 3&9 : and Opera S. Laurentii Justiniani, 
Proto-Patriarcbas Veoetiarumi publbbed by F. NicoiM iUltiH^ J^ttttiiuail^ a Bene* 
dielia iiiofik> »t Vcoic^in two voluiiicg>.l7j|&. 

A. D. 145$, 

' St. Laurence was born at Veniije, in 1380. His father Ber- 
nardo Jiiatuuaiii^''^<held aa iiloatmus rank among the priiM 



The Dobility of Venice are of four 
classes ; the first ib of the electoral fatiii- 
Bm» dmenMi from th« twdve MnM 
«liO olMted the first dofe hi 709, which, 
hy Ti. kind uf Trr^.-ide. all subsist to this 
day. These arc the Contarini, Morosini, 
Gradenigbi, Baduari, Tiepolij Midieh, 
BtmOU MiwwI. P«li«HlMdU* Mm}, 
aad Baioni. There are four other fami- 
lies aluiiist as ancient, who signed with 
them the foundation of the great church 
of 8tt George Major, in the year 800. 
T1ms0 «jr« tiM JwtinfaMit/ Caroari, Bra- 
fMlial, and BuM. Hm Mooad daa* 
oonsiats of those whose names are found in 
the Golden Book or register of the nobi* 
lity, drawn up by Gradeoigo II. When (he 
vislocnM^.was cstaUisbed io ISBd. The 
tUid ckit is of tlKMO fflio havt tMlfit 
tbdor title of nobility since that time for 
one hiMnlred thousand d«<?ats» of whom 

Ikitre aioleunoore iMulieii The iburth 



! class is of foreign nobility, or such as have 
been a^regated to the senate uf Ventee^ 

■at tin BenUvogU* not» Tbt 
tiniani are said l^sotnetnodami to derivo 

I their pedigree frotn the emperors Lfnstin 
and Justinian. !t is related from butter 
authority, that m the Coastanlmopoiitaa 
«v. In tlw fimlfib omtniy* aB tW 
prineii ol tlrtrhoJie mn out olT ia b«u 
tie, except one, who was a monk at Ve- 
nice j but tb»t, nt the earnest request of 
the republic, a dispensation was granted 
by thep<^lbfUtttOMT. iMvte 
Iwdtilmi a wife, and was ftthor of a 
numerous progeny, be returned to hit 
monnstpfT, and closed his life in the 
profession of that state. Since that time 
sevand braodM of tUs atUtaunily aro 
Mitiai- at QcMa-iBd taM^ ad la«a 
ifles of Chfo and Corsica ; though there 
K some dispute about the pedig^ree of tbo 
family establitfatd at'Gma and Aobm* 
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wm Ml 'ft dwcotiiic4ate wtdov, witli a nnrg e ry of tender 

chilcJren; though very young, she thought it her duty to 
sanctify her soul by the great means and advantages whick 
tier state atforded for virtue, anni.i^solutely rejected aU 
^KMigbte of onj tnore altenog Iwr'Qoiidhioii.. Sbe lookoi 
«pott1ienelf ii8oallodli)rliort«iyitAteto« penitaitiaLoiul 
fvHredlife, onddoi^ilie^lhcmtf «ilQ^^ ^ 
children's education, to works of charity, fasting, watching, 
assiduous prnyer, and the exercises of all virtues. Under 
her inspection, ker chiidr^ were brought Wj^ vbl ike mmi 
forfeol ■waritm of ChnHian foe^, Laaremoo jiicowtJf 
men Cnnii tlw cradlo^ m ttncovtiiMNi dodttjS mA^mi #ttMr* 
«Kti0ary gonoforitf of tool ; «o4 diflduiuiiji to lose mj pdtt 
of his time, loved only serious conversation and emj^oys. 
His mother fearing some spark of pride and ambition, chid 
Inm sometimes for aiming at things above Jus ^e; but ho 
fc^wbij raMNM^ that it was his only desire, by ikefb^iiit 
(gnoe, to haoMie m^flfat. Itoieoi iog fimoi .hii iniuKj Aat 
he Wtt* uMiebf Boi nly ^ serve Urn, and to five-ctomally 
iwith him, he kept thiid ond always in view^ and governed lall 
his dioiight« aad ao^iis. so as rto refer etksm to .God aak 
eternity. 

« la^tko nineteenth yea(r of his age4ie was called by God to 
wuemto himaelf in a qiecial mamusr to his aervkse. "fie 
acemedoaodiqrtoaaeina¥itiondieetaniai wisdom intho 

disguise and haWt of a damsel, shIiilBg brigihlei^ than €ho 

Sun, and to hear from her the following words: Why 
seekest thou rest to thy mind out of thyself,, sometimes in 
this object, and somaiimesin that? What thou desirestis to 
be found onlywitiiflwe; Miold, it is in my hands. Seek it in 
Bie who am the wisdom of God* By taking nie torthysfNiase 
and thy pmilon, then shalt be possessed of Its inestiimabla 
** treasure." That instant he found his soul so pierced with the 
charms, incomparable honour, and advantages of this invi* 
totkm of divine grace ; that he felt himself iiitiamed with new 

arti i i ir toa ^ T r kimsilf niitinthr^frt^lhTmri^^^^ 



* 
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« S. IiAURBNTGE JUSTINIAN, B. C. [Sept, 5. 

ledge and love of God.^**^ A religious state appeared to bim 



tint in which Gbd pointed out to* him -the path in wh»h he 
ndght most wmm^y attmi to Hhur gteat md ardiuMM end 
w'IMi lie propoted lo htnuelf* ' Bitly bcftim he deAennitied 
hinwif/ he made his applioatieR to Gk>d By hnniU^ 

and addressed himself for advice to a holy and learned priest 
called Mariiio Querini, who was his uncle by the niother's 
side, nnd a regular cfinon in the austere Cuugregaliun of 
St. George in Alga, established in a little isle which bears 
tint name, situate a mile from the city of Venice, toward 
tile edntiiieiiit'^^' Tbe^pnideiit ' director, nndecvtMidiiig that 
be waa moat iaeUiied to'aTeUgifmt'atata, adviaedihim fint.to 
ihake' trials of 'hls^'at^ngth, by inuring himaelf to tiie ha- 
bitual practice of austerities. Laurence readily obeyed, and 
'in the night, leaving his soft bed, lay on knoity sticks on the 
floor. During this deliheration, he one day represented to 
himself on one side honours, riches, and worldly pleasurea, 
and on the other, the hardships of poverty, fasting, watching^ 
and ietf-denlaL Tben said to himself s HaettiMmeoiiiafa^ 
my aonl, to deqiiae these deligbtSf wl to vndartake a lib 
<''df aniiiteitvpM.peQaiiee.aad mortifioatioD Aitet 
atandtng some time in a pause, he oast his eyes on a oradfix^ 
and said : Thuu^ O Lord, art my hope. . In this tree ace 



The <'a11 of this saint to the divine 
■ervice may in some measure be compared 
witb that^ of Henry Soto* of the femify 
V>i tife oodntt of Mons, who lioattne an 
eminent con*tempIative, was author of 
several pipus tracts, and died a Dominican 
friar in the odour of sanctity, at Ulm, in 
ISei, teoonlii^ to MrMM (BiblMbeot 
Mediae et infima aetatis, vol. 3. p. 683.) 
He wa«; excited to serve God with \hc 
utmost fervour by bearing the sweet in- 
.vitatioo^, with which Eternal Wisdom a1* 
Inrat a Mid to receive her inestimable 
treasure, read nt table. (Wisd. c. vi. 13. 
vii. vUiJ Nut able to contain himself, be 
burst aloud into the following exclama* 
ttai 1^" Oh 1 1 wm let nywlir with all! 
way power to procure this bappy wisdom. 
If I am possessed of it, I am the happiest 
of men. I wth desii«, I will &eek, 1 will 



ask nothing eke. She herself invitw me. 
Adieu all other thoughts. and pursuits. 
I will nerer cease praying and eonjuring 
this divine Wisdom^ wtth all Um ardour 
of my "^oul, to visit me. For this I wiU 
sigh uight and day." . Yhus he arrived at 
that perfiection of Christian virtue whidi 
potothflrionlin piyi ■wian af tha DWai 
Wisdom, or God himself, and his grace, 
Sep his life by Suriu!;* prefi»^ CO the 
Latio editiou uf his works. , ' * 

Tbit Congregation, which becauM 
afterward very rich, being toppressed by 
Clement IX. during the war of the re- 
public against the Turks in Candia, the 
convent and church, which occupy the 
the atad'of at. ««D^ is A]g% «« Mir 
in the hands of a i 
Carmelite finart. 
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found comfort and strength/' The afdour of his rawdki* 
tion to ivalk in the narrow ptAh of the cvoss; shemd itidf ih 
the extreme severity wUb wiiieh be treated his bodj, and 
the oontmnal application of his ntind to the exereises of re- 
ligion. -His mother and other friends, fearing lest his ex* 
cessive iiiortiiit^itions should prove prejudicial to his health, 
endeavoured to divert hiin from that course, and, witli this 
view, contrived a proposal of an honourable match to be made 
him . The saint perceiving in thb stvitagem that his firlends 
had entered into a conspiracy to^breldc his measures, fled 
eeeretly to the monastiery of St. George in Alga, and was 
adihitted to the religions habit; 

' By the change <)f his state he found no new austerities 
which he had not before practised; his superiors even judged 
it neces«iary to mitigate the rigours which he exercised upon 
himself. He was only nineteen years of age, but surpassed, 
hi his watchings and fasts, all his religions brethren. To 
inake a l^eral assault, upon sensuality, he never took any 
nsdess recreation, subdued bis body by severe ^scipline, 
Isnd never canie near a firem the sharpest weather of winter, 
though his hands were often benumbed with cold ; he allowed 
to hunger only what the utmost necessity required, and never 
drank out of meals ; when asked to do it under excessive 
heats and weariness, he used to say: *^ If we cannot bear 

HbM thirst, how ^all we endure the fire of pnrgatoiyf 
Vtom the same heroic disposition proceeded bis invindble 
* patienGe in eveiy kind of sickness. * During bis novitiate be 
was afflicted with dangerous scrophulous swellings in his 
neck. The physicians prescribed cupping, lancing, and sear- 
ing with fire. Before the operation, seeing others tremble 
for his sake, he courageously said to them ; What do you 

fear? Iiet the razors and burning irons be brought in. 
*^ Cannot be grant me oonstencj, wlio- not only supported, 

but even preserved l^m ^e fbmes, the three -diildm 
*'in the furnace?*' Under the cmtting and burning^ be 
never so much as fetched a sigh, and only once pronounced 
ttic holy name of Jesus. In his old age, seeing a surgeon 
tremble who was going to make a ghastly incision in a great 
sore in his ueck^ he said to him : ^' Cut boldly ^ your razor 
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cannot exceed the bnrning irons of tbe VBrnHym.'' The 
saint^taid the operation ci Hiif Umanm surgeon without 
■Inraig^'aiid a«.if lie had Imm «.t(to«lt Oat had no Ibeliaf. 
Ai all imhlie defottooa ba was (lie firrt in the ehnvch, and 

left it the last ; he remained there from matins, whilst others 
letumed to their rest, till they came to prime at sunrise.* 

Humiliations he always embraced with singular satiftibc-' 
4ioB» The meaaast and most loathsome officaa, and the matt 

MlaiodlialHt«eMiiiadeiip^aiid.d(Mp^ Th«baokof«mf 
aapeckir'W«a4o liliii aa an'orada $ ^ mnm in priiraiia aonveian* 

lion he was alwajs ready to yield to the judgment and will 
of others, and he sought every w here the lowest place as 
annch as was possible to be done without afl^tation. When 
he went about the fltraala hegging alms with a wiDat on Ua 
haijt,;laa oftan thnwt biininlf anta the tbidcMt arowds, and, 
inio aMevliNet W dia nolNlity, that ha might meat with da-' 
jrision and contempt. Being one day put in mind, that by 
appearing loaded with his wallet in a certain public place, 
he would expose himself to the ridicule of the company, he 
antwerad to hit oompMUon 2 Let ns fo holdty in quest <^ ' 
'^aaom. We hacyn^dwiwthiiigif we -baye mwMinoad tha 
wwld only in woida. Le^ na iiMhiy trhimph over itwidi 
our sacks and crosses.''* Nothing is of greater advantage 
toward gaining a complete victory over ourselves, and the 
fund of pnde which is our greatest obstacle to virtue, than 
ibnttiil9atioQa«aecepted and borne with chaaifiilness and s3o* 
none hnmittl^. Sin thnte whidi proftdenna .daily aends aa 
nppoHiudtias of , itls expe^Bantta add aome thai nremlna- 

tary, provided the choice be discreet, and accompanied with 
heroic dispositions of soul, clear of the least tincture of af- 
fectation- or Jiypociisy. * Onr aaint frequently came to beg 
at the house wjl^ere he waahnnif hut nnly stood in the ati^eel 
l ia fane the jdapi;» arying ont : An ahna^ior God>Mk«/' 
aanttarnaiver Mled iohe eoBaaedingly.mavied at heariipg Ui 
mice, and to order the servants to fill his wallet. But he 
never took more than two loaves, and wishing {)eace to those 
who had done him that charity, departed as if he had been 
tome stmngsr.^Tht alora^ouse, ill which W9tf laid np the 
fBKwMinii of Urn caBunnid^ ior a year, ltaj|ianing ta ht 
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Immt down^ St. Lauraice hearing a certain iicoiUier lament 
'§m ih» lomt and cheerfuUj » Why have we embraced m^A 
miMd poverty? God iMM^EiOiMmtiiiabkMiagt^ 
vi^ iad it/' Th— heiilaoiituwid kia «i4Mr Car aaflferiog 
llMlmMliaiiMM, liaivltbjps^^M^aein^aHMiieattftlMtfMe, 
for the exercise and Impiroveinexit of the heroic virtues of 
* \i'hich they ailord the occasious, and in which consist its 
chief advantages. When he first renounced the world, as 
often as he felt i viuieat indioatton to justify -or ^azcuae hiiBn 
eelfy (aoaatural to the cbildn&n of Adbun, upon hmo§ «»» 
jUil^ Wfiwlmidlcd w ii^^wnd) -m ot4«r to m§mm it, hm 

' ■aaiwy iwwr toiittf in<Mi>pMHOT Wliilat be m » 

perior, be was one day rashly aooiited in chapter of haying 
done something against the rule. The saint could b.ive 
easily confuted the blander, and given a satisfactory accouut 
mi km ^Mpduct; but he rose instantly from his seat, and 
walking gMitlyr with his eyes cast down^ into Ibe vnditt(a.<tf 
I4ie ebapter^room, tbene £bU on bis knees, and bf0od po- 
MiMMk Attd nordim of tbo tebm. Tbo aicfat c€ bit Mtm»b* 
ing hM i iliiy o o ¥M wd tbe agonsor with aoeb ooafusion and 
abame, that be threw himself at the saint's feet, prodaimed 
Jaiiu innocent, and loudly condemned himself. 

St. Laurence so much dreaded the danger of worldly dis* 
Ssipation breaking 4a upon his selitttde, that from tbe day on 
wblob beifim entered the monasteigrf to tlMiof bia deatb» 
hi mm iMi bi bte iii«h«^a.boi|ti» oify when with dij 
^imk^mML Ua muAUr wmi Imdhm m UitM&deKh^wJt,- 
Stmm m— tba'Ollar Ut fotioot^faoBi woiM» o^oaHMn.^ 
bieman who had been his intimate friend, and Iben filled one 
of tbe first dignities in the commonwealth, returning from 
the East, and hearing of the state he had embraced, deter- 
mined to use ail his endeavours to idiange his puipQie4 
"^Yitb tbif diiiif br Trnt to St. George's with a handoCmu- 
aMiaB^oad. Oii nfloaRmk e£ bia dignilr MOt admiitaaBS t JboL 
flio 'mmn dfitb^bilimf w pwed qiiite owitmy tobi» oKpoO' 
Mba. q7f« lWtet4if^o(diOMiwjaltfcrof Cbiiiitba 
was atimok by tbe modesty of bis oomntenaiioe) end tbe §bb^ 
fi||r»ap4 «o9ipo»jure of his 6tii^ for «oa^^ time 



Digitized by 



44 S/LAtmeNCE JtTSHOTAN; B. C.'^' [Sept. Si 

silent and astonkhed. However, at length offering violence 
|0 faiinself he spoke, and both by the endearm^nti ai the 
noftt* tender frieiid»hip5 and afterwani by> the sharpest re- , 
proacbesand in^eotiTes» mideitook ta shake'fheVeMutios 
ai tbe'yvNmg nevioe. Laurenee soffiered fahn to yeBt hit 
passion : then with a clieeiful and mild ( ountenancc he dis- 
coursed in sofeelinsr a manner on death and the vanity of the 
world, that the noblt man was dis*irmed, and so penetrated 
with compunction, that cutting oA^ all liis worldly scheraea 
he f^solved upeti the spot to embrace the holy rule whidh he* 
ettma tb vMate ; and the fervaur with which he went tiirough . 
the novitiate, old peveerered to hk death in this pehitentiai 
inMityte, was a subject of adadra^n and edificatiDa to' the 

whole city.' . . ; v. 

St. Laurence was promoted to the priesthood, and tlie fruit 

-of the excellent spirit of prayer and compunction with which 
he was endowed^ was a wonderful experimental knowledge 
of s(piritual things, and of the paths of interior virtue, and A* 
jheaVeAly light and pmdenee in the direction of soab^ Thit 
telu^ wbkih be abiuidantlj shed at hk devotionB, eqpeoially 
wrHllfft hie oiered the itdonble saerilice of the mass, strongly 
afltjcted all the assistants, and awaked their faith ; and the 
raptures with which he was favoured in prayer were won- 
derful, especialiyin saying mass one Christmas -night. Much ' 
against his inclination he was chosen geneiel of bis Ordery 
Which' he governed with sittgnlar prudence, and extraor^* 
naiy'repatatioii ibr saaotity. He reformed its diioiplhie in 

«ddi:a tiamier as to be a ft er wa i d rs|pideid as ite fojinder. 
Even in |irlTate oonTersatlon he nsed to' give pathetic lessons 
of virtue, ^d that sometimes in one short sentence; and 
such was the unction witli which he s])oke on spiritual mat- 
ters in private discourses, as to melt the hearts of tliose who 
heard him. By bis inflamed entertainments he awaked the 

. tepid, filled the presumptoons with saving fear, raised the 
punlludmoas to confidence; and qafekened the f er vO ttir of 
all. It was bos usual saying, that a reUgUms man, ought to 
tremble at the fery mime of (be least transgresnon.' Hie 
V oiild receive very few into his Order, and these thoroughly 
triedj sayings that a state of such perfection and obligations 
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is only for few, and its essential spirit and fervour are scarce 
to be Tnaintained in multitudes ^ yet in these conditioiWj.iiot 
in thennmber of a reli|poiu commnhity^ .its advantages aiHl 
gkny oonntt. It k not thmfim to be wbadared «i that 
was my atianiive aail rigormia in esaviiniag and trying 
ih» vocation of {idshilantt. Hie most sinoeae and prafbond 
humility was the first thing in which he laboured to ground 
his religious disciples, teaching them that it not only purges 
the spul of all lurking pride, but also that this alone ins'pires 
her with true courage and resolif tion, by teaching her ta placa 
her entire confideiice in God alone, the only source of her 
atrangth. Whence he compared tUa virtoe to a mar whkii 
ia hrw and atfll in aummery bat kmd and high in vintar. ftv 
taid he, humility is silent in prosperity, never elated or 
swelled by it; but it is high, magnanimous, and full of joy and 
invincible courage under adversity. He used to say, that 
there is nothing in which men more frequently deceive 
tbemselyes than humility; that few comprehend what it 
and they only tn|]y posseaa it who, by itreniKnif;^i^»romW)|' 
and an experimental spiantof prayer, bcvio'veaelv^d tMa 
toeby infusion from. Gk)d. -That bamiUty whidi ia aoquirad 
by repeated acts is necessary and preparatory to the other ; 
hut this first is always blind and imperfect. Infused humility 
enlightens tlie soul in all her views, and makes her clearly 
see and teel her own miseries and baseness ; it gives her per* 
faetly that true science which consists in knowing that God 
akmaia the great AU9. and that we are Nothing* ' 

The saiotwver ceaaed to preach to tibe magMfatea and 
tanatim in Hmes of war and-iill public calanutias^ lhat, ta 
obtain the divine mercy, and the remedy of all the evils with 
which they were afflicted, they ought, in the iirst place, to 
become perfectly sensible that they were nothing ; for, with- 
ottt this disposition of heart they could never hope tor thi 
divine aBOStanoe. His confidence in God's infinite goodnesa' 
and p9wer acoordinf^y kept pace with bis humihlgi; an^ 
entire distrust in bimaelf, and assidnons prayer waa bia ooor 
atant snpport. From the. time be waa made priest he. never 
failed saying mass every day, unless he was hindered by 
sickness ; and he used to say^ tliat it is & sign of little love if 

• * h 
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a person does not earnestly endeafV0ur to be united to his 
Saviour as often ag he can. Tt was a maxitn which he fre- 
gently repoatedy that for a person to pretend to live chaste 
midst adtoeiB,' cosv, and contimnl'gratificalioiis cf'ttase, is 
«rif a tam aboBM vnAtrtBikm t» i{aaiich fire hy ^inmUsghul 
wptttkit* fib otfteitpnt AvricAiiii ttnidy 1iiittlft63r€iHili^]Mit 

con* 

sisted more of aflective amorous senl^ments than of studied 
thoughts ; which safficiently appears from his works. 

•Pope Eu genius IV. 'being perfectly acquainted with the 
tnuueiit virtue of our saiut^ obliged him to quit his cloister^ 
end nominated fahn to the ^iacopelseeof Venice in 1433^.* 
helyinaa emplofed att mataer tkf entreaties and/artifioea 
ie prefent bb eUnifiM, tmd engs^ bis wbola Order b» 
«iAte« tiiesiityi'stndiit iartbtfiiioat prtssiiiginaaner, to bi» 
HoKness : but to no efifeot". When he could no longer op- 
pose the repeated orders of the pope, he acquiesced with 
many tears ; but such was his aversion to pomp and show, 
that he took possession of his church so privately that his own, 
ftiiwwit knew nothiag'of the matter till the ceremony waa 
^UPPtlr. Tb# saiill paMed Ibet whole night in the cbvnb el 
tlU Aet flC the eltwr*) peering, fbftbbv foul befofe Ged witM 
blifi^r tflak»|i aad h$! ly—fc ki tbfef atAier ie4e«er tbe nigbC 
vlii^ pvtdced^ hi^ consecration. He 'was a prelate^ saya 
DtI Cave,^*^ admirable for his sincere piety towards God, the 
atdour of his zeal for the divine honour, and the excess of 
his ciharity to the poor. In this dignity he remitted nothing 
of tbe austerities which he had practised in the cloister, and 
fnoQi hk eaMeii^ in holy prayer he drew a beavenly Df^aa 
^cttde eMn^ end ndeMlable ^igymr wbkb directed 
bte in Us wh<de conduety and with whidi be 
tfie most violent puhlio ^ssensions in the state, and 
fOTefUied a great diocess in the modt difficult tiuu^^i the 

Hat. Lit«rar. t. i, Afp. p. 13^. 




•nd'fui«4can afaort treafitw of pictyt hxU 

of uactiodli. In thera be speaks in » fpcl- 
in^ maoaW ud humility, lelf-denky , con- 
wtpfoi Uhs- wofU, toiitude, and Afias 



lfiSS»ftt LyoiM in 1568, akViSifriii 1«06| 
aod, most ofpiflsMbf «t f^i 
in 1766. 
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iBlricsilB affiors, wilbaimiMii cmm ifaMbM.* 

•ingle well regulated conTent. 

Though he was bishop of so distinguished a see, in the 
ordering of his household he consulted only piety and humi- 
lity ; and when others told him that he owed some degree 
of state to hn illnatnous birth, to the d%oily of his church, 
and to the commonwealth, hk answer wai, that Tirtoe ought 
t» belhe okI^ ornament of ^ qiianfuial ohereoter, and tihat 
' an the poor of the diooeaa oomposed the huhofy^a funilj. 
'His household oonnfted only of fiye persons ; he had no plate, 
making use only of earthen ware ; he lay on a scanty straw 
hed covered with a coarse rag, and wore no clothes but hia. 
ordinary purple cassock. His example, his severity to him* 
aelf, and the aflability and mildness with which he treated 
all others, won every one's heart, and effected with eaae flia 
mostdlfBcolt refiormationg whloh ha intxodimd bofli.anMiaig 
dieMty and clergy/ Theflook lored and reapeeted toomndk 
ao holy and tender a parent and pastor not to receive all his 
ordinances with docility and the atmo}>t deference. When 
any private persons thwarted or opposed his pious designs, 
he triumphed over their obstina<^ by meekness and patience. 
A oertain powerful man who was exasperated at a mandate 
tiba lealoas bishop had pnhBshed againat stage aniartaui*. 
niafitB, oaUed him a •caopnloiis old momk^ and endoavoared 
la atir ap the populaea againat Imn* Another time, an 
abandoned wretch reproached him in the public shreets as an 
hypocrite. The saint heard them without changing h is coun- 
tenance, or altering his pace. He was no less unmoved amidst 
commendations and applause. No sadness or inordinate 
passions seemed ever to spread their clouds in his soul, and 
all bis actions demonatiated a oonstant peaoa and sereni^ of 
laiad which no wooia can eiq^iara. ^y the veiy first visltatkm 
whiah he- made^ the fiwa of hia whole diooess was changed. 
He founded fifteen religions houses, and a great nnmber of 
churches, and reformed those of all liis diocess, especially 
with regard to the most devout manner of performing the 
divine office, and thu administration of the sacraments. Such 
was the good order and^devotion that he established in his 
cathedral^ that it was a model to all Christ^om. The 
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mitnber of canons that served it being too small, St. LanrcHce 
fonniled several new canonries in if, and also in many other 
churches ; and he iucreased the number at' pacisbeii ia the 
city of Venice frpm twenty to thjT^. 

«It i§ iittnredible what crowds every day resorted to the holy* 
^shop's palace fbr edtice,comlbtt oralnis; his gtte, pontiyj!. 
«aid ooflMi'^ere-alwayB open to the poor.* He gave akne 
more wlllii^gly !n 1>ifHid and clothes, than In money, whkh 
might be ill spent; when he gave money, it was always in; 
small sums. He employed pions matrons to find out and 
relieve the bashful poor, or persons of family in decayed, 
circumstances. In the distribution of his chanties, he had 
no regard to flesh and blood. When a poor man came h», 
him reecMHend^ by his brother XecniaH, he said to hiol s 
^•G^ to him who sent yon, and teU him from me, that he &i 

able' to relieve yon hiins^f/* Ko man ever hid a greater 
contempt of money than gut saint. He committed the care 
of liis temporals to a faithful steward, and used to say, that 
it is an unworthy thing for a pastor of souU to spend much of 
his pre<HOiis titne in casting up farthings. - 
■ ThepopiesheldSt. Laurence in greafYenamtion. £ttgemvi( 
IV. having ordered our holy hisbop tft^re him a daeetiii^ 
ondft at Bokigiia, sainted him in t^^y^^ords : Welc^ww 

the omameiit blsbo|Hi. His^snooessor NidiolHe V. ear-, 
nestly sought ah opportunity of giving him some singular^ 
* token of his particular esteem ; when Dominic Michelli, pa-» 
triarch ot Grado, happened to die iu 1451,(«) his holiness^ 



III the Ordpr of Uie ecclesiastieal 
iiieri^cby are (iistinguifih«d i>atrurcbs,pn< 
^ittM/flurdibisbdiMt tioA bithopt. ' Aich-' 
Mlluifw or MetropoKlw^ whatever some 

may »iiy to the contrary> were pstaH)jsho<l 
by the apostles tu direct ail public and 

li^lHfvMn. Thus, St. Titus bad the 
my>er I r^^cn den ry of all the cburchts In 
Crete, asEusebi us (Hist. 1.3. e. 4.) aud 
St. Cbrysostom (Uom. 1. iii lit.) observe \ 
•nd the httotakM notioe, that St. Paul 
intrusted St. Timothy with the care of 
superiiiteD()in«f all the churches of Asia 
(See St. Cbrysost. Horn. 15. in 



1 Tim.) Metriipolitans anciently exer- 
cised, tt|)ecially in some places, a very 
exteodvi jufitdliftiM ofir tlM|r wehH 
gaus, hatihis is lonf sioee much limited 
hy the canons. They have an immediate 
junsdictiou over their suffra£aiis in some 
few points ; tat fta fWtM CiMIt ef 
bishops are only to be dbcmed in pro* 
vincial synods, or by the pope. Nor have 
archbishops any jurisdiction over thesub- 
jjects uf their sufica^ans (whose causes^ 
wefMfthdesa, fe jw^ed tlwir eoorti, 
whm Mi l it J to them by regular appeals,) - 
nor can archbi^iops perform the visitation 
of the dioceiset ef thdr suttragaDS, uolces 
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barely in cotiskleraAioii of. the «tint» twiaferred Hkfi pHtrinr* 
<dial dignity to the iee of yenioe* .Tfa» BiBBukte, alwaj« jcjt- 
lous of its prerogatives and liberty above 4II otber atata^ ki 
^le'wdrld, Ibrmed- great difficulties lest such an authority 
^oukl in ;iHy cases trespass upon their jurisdiction. W hilst 
this afTair was debated in the senate house, St. I^urence re-- 
paired thither, and being admitted, humbly declared thia 
sincere and earnest desire of rather resigning aciharge for 
which he was most unfits and which he had borne agfunst his 
will dgihteen years, than to feel hjs biirden increased by 
fliis ad^tional dignity. His humility and charity so sti^ongly 
affected the whole senate, that the doge himself wes not able 
to refrain from teais, and cried out to the saint, conjuring 
him not to entertain *8uch a thought, ov to raise any obstacle 
to the pope's decree, which was expedient to the cliurch, 
and^most honoiuaahie to their country. In this he was se^ 



the cau5P he first known and proved in a 
l^oviocial synod. (See Couc. Trid. SeM> 
S4* Cm S* d6 RsfismO 
The lurisdictioQ of Priiii«tet ii macb 

limited by canont and pirticulnr usages ; 
it 1-5 ext< nded over g^^veral inetropolitaiia. 
Many pn^iates are only titular. In 
Franee the arehb»boi» <tf Ariei^ Bcwt' 
deaiui, BourgeR, ShiiB,Wieintt» «ad HoMn 
take the title of primate*, because somi? 
of their predecessors enjoyed that prero- 
l^ftife; butofily tbeareM>i»hb|»bf I^KMif 



France. 

Thp jurisdtctiOQof all patriarchs is not 
the same ; to them U reserved, in most 
fbmh the eairfinnftwii vi new bMiops, 
with several other such points. The great 
patriarchs in the East are the hiihop:; of 
Constantinople; and of the apostolical 
sees of Alexandria* Ant loch, aiul Jerusa- 
im. ' There Ii alio« petfteMh off Bthio- 
|rie, that is, Ahyssinia. The bishop of 
"Rome i<? not only, by divine rigrht, head 
of the whole church, but is also in partt 



(^e Concordia Sacerd. et Imperii, 1. 1. 
c.'s. &c.) Morinus (1. 1. Exerc. 1.) Tho- 
massin (De Bentfic. c. 3, 7, 8.) Leo AHa- 
Um (De Concord. Uiriusque £ccl. 1. L 
e» flS.) CtortMn lawer petriarcbs have been 
MttlisM In tiM Waits mid« htfeljr 

VOfteDL ] 



titular. The nrf^hbishopof Lisbon is pa- 
triarch of the Portuguese Indies. During 
the scbisnij in btorie» in iheefafidi centuiy^ 
the petrntfebate off AqnUeie aet upb 
SeeBaronius, (ad ann. ti70. n. in. et 630. 
n. 18.) Marca (De PrmL n* SQ» 81.) 
Ugbelli (Italia Sacra.) 

Hie i^reat cHy 'of Aquildey whidi bad 
been sometinoes honoured wMlllMl fMip 
denee of Auj^Ti<?tus, and other emperors, 
having been destroyed by Attila, the inha- 
bitents, with thdr patriarch, some time 
afterracifed toCtrado, aaideadb M^the 
continent, where they built atovrn, which 
was afterward embellished hy the Grade- 
uigos. Aquileia being rebuilt after the 
inevrtioiit of the Iximfamrds, (though it 
remains to this day in the lowest condl* 
tmn) the patriarch rptTirneti fo thnt city. 
The church of Grado coutinued to choose 
its own patriarchs, till that dignity waa 
twui ft w'wJ to Vlfciee> Wie»th0elly ef 
Aquileia fell under the dominion of the 
house of Austria, the patriarch, who was 
a Venetian, chose to reside at Udina, a 



«nlB#v«Mafci^ortheW«it. «0e Iteraft ttfem tnlifeet to thet icpohH^. This pii. 



triarchate of Aquileia was suppressed in 
1751 , by pope Benedict XIV. and instead 
thereof two archbishoprics are . erected, 
that of Goricia for the churches in the 
Atlitto doiniiiMMie* tad thstbffUiliiift 
forthoM in the VemiM tipnthglia. 
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ktikn wi ii«tiir patriirdi ^sdelnrated with great jcgr 
by the whole city. 

St. Laurence, after this new exaltation, considered him* 
self as bound by a new tia to exert his utmost atreagth m 
hbaanng for the mAwmsmtmi ctf the, diviiia hottMTy «iA 
.flieaanctificaliaaiif aUflMioiiboonn^^ Not 
«Hd it perhaps eT«r appear more sennble than in this zeahnM 
prelate, how much gbod a saint, when placed in such a ^ta^ 
tion, is, with the blessing of heaven, capable of doing ; nor 
how much time a person is able to End for himsdif and the 
aenrioe of his neighhoiM^ who husb—da att hii iriiioinwits to< 
Ae heat advantage, andit navw takon ttp vithaay hnmilinalt 
oave of hia body, or gratUksaHon of aalf-kim. Itt. Lauvenoa 
never, on his own account, made any one wait to speak la 
him, but immediately interrupted his writing, studies, or 
prayers, to give admittaifce to others, whether xich or poor; 
and feoeiYcd all parsons that addressed tfaemseliF«a to Urn 
with so moA sw>aait|iM|a aadohari^, oomftartedand exhorM 
them in so heaTenly^a maimer, and appeared in his eonrer- 
sation so perfectly exempt from all inordinate passions, that 
he scarcely seemed clothed with human flesh infected with 
the corruption of oar £iat pareut. Eveiy, one looked upon^ 
Um as if ho had haaB an angaL Mving on earth. Hia adHoa 
WiKft atw^. satirftooiy and healmg to die vaiiona diatemp^ 
of the human mmd; and sneh was iiie um^ersal opinion af 
his virtue, prudence, penetration, and judgment, that causes 
decided by him were never admitted to a second hearing at 
Rome; but in all appeals his sentence was forthwith con- 
fifmad. Gmmdad in ihe moat anioa^ and perfect co|item]||it 
of himseU^ he seemed huenslbk and dead to the flattetiag 
temptation of human applause ; which appeared to have no 
other effect upon him than to make him more profoundly to 
humble himself in his own soul, and before both God and 
men. His good works he studied as much aa possible to 



hMe from, the ejes ot others. When he ^Mfas not able to 
veirain his tears, whibh proeeeded taom <he teadarorwa aa4 

vehemence of the divine love, and from the wonderM apMt 
of compunction with which he was euduwed^ h^ uded tp. 
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aixmse himself of weakneM knA too ttMide^ end oompAMlotlllte 

a disposition of mind. But these he freely indulged at his 
private devotions^ and by thetn he puri^ed his aflTections 
more and more from earthly thingSi and mo¥ed the divine. 
mtfcy to shower down th« gr^test blessings on others* ' 

The MpabUD was ol thAt tHw tlMk^ wUh vkileat 
and thffottttfnod wift gfiM daiigm.^ Aft tefy beiMit wbn 
ImkI servod Gt>d 1«4th gratt ibv^Vtmr tbo#« ttlrty yeaft m thft 
isle of Corloy astared A Yenetiiln ndUmany if it were 
from a divine revelation, that the city and republic of Venice 
had been preserved by the prayei*s of the good bishop* The 
saint's nephew, who has aecurately wrote his life in an ele* 
gani and pure stylo^ BMatiOHS sefr^tal mk^aeles wrought hf 
Mmf mad eirteia fnphomm, ^ wikii hm was himself wit^ 
wns« It apptai^cd vb. nmjr kMlinaM lia<w.|Mirfiptl]l^ th#iMiittl 

gar one day at table iiislead of win^ aad 'wator, he dmili it 

without saying a word. Out of love for holy poverty, in 
order to disengage his heart from the things of thia WQi:li^ 
he never had any boohs bound, but only sewed. 

St. Laurence was se-^enty-fow jaai^ old when he wrota 
hit last wofk» antitled flUs Jkgf^ J^piffiMm? hm M 

Mv ttaMa hia taivasU piiyoraAi fo9 hAte; aiwliiabtfaa 

tme imitator of €lirll$t waa teon M c d , and said: " Are yoa 

laying a feather-bed for nie ? No : tliat shall not be. My 
•* Lord was stretched m a hard und painful treo.^ Do not 
*^ yon remambeif thai ^Mmim said jaa hia agon^ that 

AwaoKf other enemies, Philip Vb- 
oontiy duke of Milan, du'>hed ^vith the 
success of several enterprise* agaiost 
Ortiiy and MM ndgfabouriiif suiiev^ 
anjftltirt the ruin of the Venetians; but 
hts general, Charles Malatesta, was A*'- 
f^ted by theib in 1429. He continued 
Um itftp sevcf^ y*an> wkbeot B«e> 

He died to &4i7, and in bim ended 
fte ftfniHy of Viscenti, which had enjoy- 
ed the sovereignty of Milan hbcv JSlip* 
•and had received the intestitore wfth 



1 



the titk of Vrspoimt from Charles the 
Fat, in 881. IMiilip left his dominions 
^^^^^^^jpnerai Francis Sfurata, who bad 

whom the fiahcr had lagftiBsated. Fran- 
cis Sforzn was an enemy to the Vene- 
tians, and be and bis postrtity maintained 
themselm In the possession of the dntdijr 
o( Milan* till, ih liSi, it was' annexed, 
iy Charles V. to tK* MHUMU Of thi 
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wOinMliB might io on auic-dodi aiid mSbrnf'^ Nor 

could he be contented till he was laid on Ms straw. He 
forbade his friends to weep for him, and often cried out in 
raptures- of joy; Behold the spouse; let us go forth and 
•* meet him." He added, with his eyes lifted up to heayeni 
" Good JesuS) behold I oome*'' At other times, weighing 
Hie diyiiie judgneiitSy be- eaqpiMed gentiments of faoljrfear. 
Onte- saying to him that he night go jDyfiiUy to his erown, 
hewlmmmdh^Kvtiirbedyaiidsald: '^Thecnmnis for ^lant 

soldiers $ not for base cowards, such as I am." So great 
was his poverty, that he had no temporal goods to dispose of, 
end he made his testament only to exhort in it all men to 
ldrtue,.aad to order that his bod^ should be bttried without 
pomp, as a pmate religious man would be, in his oonvent 
of Sfe> O mirgt i • lhoa|^ this daue was set asida by the senate 
aflfer^hia death. ^Diiriiig the twoiiajTs that lie .survived^ after 
le fl tA i' li i R ' extmM-imctioii, the whole city came m turns, 
according to their different ranks, to rooeire his blessing. 
The saint would have even the beggars admitted, aiul gave 
to each class some short pathetic instruction. Seeing one 
I4iupcellus, ' a very pious young nobleman, who was hia 
isvoorite dissaple, weep most bitterly, he cpmforted him^ 
^vinghim thefbUowiDgaNoraiiae:. *' I go before; butyoa 

wUl fllioHly ibUow ine. Next Baster we shall i^m meat 
^ Id tnnitiltl embraoss. ~]^|ffoell]U(leil skk in the beginning 
of Lent, and was buried in Easter week.** ' St. Laurence doss- 
ing his eyes, calmly expired on the eighth of January, in tiie 
year 1455, being seventy-four years old, having been ho- 
noured with the episcopal dignity twenty-two years, and four 
wkh that of patriarch. -During the oonteslatioii about the 
plac^ o£ Jiis: burialy his body was pr^rved entire, without 
Ae least lU satoor or dgn of eomiptioii, sixty-seven days^* 
and i&terred, according' to a decree of die senate, on the 
seventeenth of March. The ceremony of his beatification 
was performed by Clement VII. in 1524, and that of his 
canonization by Alexander Vill. in 1690. His festival is 
kept on the fifth of l^ptember^ the day on which he was 
oonseanted bishiy • 
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Sept. 5.] S. BERTTN, A. 53 

With dl.Ltiireiioe Juatintan we mutt fint Uboiiraimti* • 
ontly in wnctifying our owa soak before we caa Kope to 
preach to others with miidi fruit. Only he can intpu^ mlo 

others the perfect sentiments of Christian virtue, and instruct 
^ others well in the great practical ti utlis of religion, who has 
learned them by experience, and whose heart is penetrated, 
with them. The pastoral obligation is of great extent.; it is 
not confined to those who are charged with the ministiy of 
the word, and the distribd^ion of the sacraments ; it r^rds 
not only pastors of souls ; every king is» In some measure, 
a pastor to his whole kingdom i and every parent and mas- 
ter to those that are under their care. He will be account- 
able to God for the loss of their souls, who is not, in a qiia- 
lified sense, an apostle or pastor to all that are under his 
^large* 

8t; bebtin, abbot. 

This iHnstrioas saint, and excdlent model of moaastle 
pei^Bclion, was nobly bom in the territory of Constance in 

Switzerland, about the year 597- He learned from his in- 
fency to love and esteem only virtue, and to contemn the 
' world, and whatever did not directly tend to unite his heart 
more perfectly to God. Excited by the example of his 
kinsman St. Omer, who embraced the monastic state in the 
great abbey of Luxeu in Burgundy, he and two individual 
companions named Mommolin and Ebertran or Bertran, 
consecrated themselves to God hi the' same house. Berlin 
was then very young, hut he distinguished himself in the . 
fervent exercise of all virtues among five hundred religious 
brethren, under the direction of the holy abbot Walbert 
who governed that monastery with great reputation after the . 
death of St* Eustachius the immediate successor of Saint 
Columban* This abbey had been established by^its holy . 
founder an excellent seminary of sacred literature^ and soon 
became so ftmons as to furnish many countries with teamed 
and zealous prelates. St Omer, St. Mommolin^ and Solot 
Berlin did honour to this school by the progress which they 
made in their studies y (or they all became very learned in 
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eodeaiastioal discipline, and in the holy scriptures/^) Th^ 
studiet were sanctifted hj an eminent spirit, of mortificatloii 
and prayer^ and by being reftirred to the aame end to w)iUk 

these holy men directed all their actions. St. Omer being 
made bishop of Tarvanna, the ancient metropolis ot the Mo** 
rini, in Artois, about the year laboured with wonderful 
success in cultivating a vineyard which had long kiii wild. 
Hie abbot of Luxen understanding how nmoh be alqpd in 
need of asnstants endowed with the spirit of apostles^ sent to 
him abput the year 639, St. Bertin, St. Mommolin, and Eber- 
trail. 

The country of the Morinihad formerly received the seed 
of divine fidth^ but only superfiGially and impetfeetlyv 
had then for almost a whole centery beifn aa it w«re aa 
abandoned field. Incredible were the fiitignes, peneontioMi 

and sufferings of these holy men in rooting out vice and ido- 
latry, and in civilizing a people wlio were at that tiaie in a 
great measure barbarians. Powerful ini words and works 
they reaped, by the divine blessing, a meal abandant harrest. 
St Momimolin, and St. Bertin^ and Ebertran, built tMr te| 
small monastery on a hill on the hmlu of Hhe ibmr Aa, a 
league from Sithiu, being half way to Watten. This church 
is still a place of great devotion, and is still called St. Mom« 
molin's or the Old monastery. This place being very nanow^ 
qonfined by the river and marshy glroonds^ soon gtew too 
narrow fl»r the numbers that flocked thidier to take the ra« 

k 1 

ligioQS habit, Whereupoo the holyfbnnders, monnting the 

river ill a boat, came a league higher to the place where now 
St. Berlin's monastery stands. The ground, which was a 
part of the estate of Sitbiu^ St. Omer bestowed on them, be* 
ing larger than St.-.Mommolin's-hill^ and then encompassed 
^th marshea. St. MommoUn was the first abbot boOl of 
the Old monaisteiy and afterward of St. Peter's (now Saint 
Berlin's) in Sithiu. But upon the death of St. Acharins, 
l;>isbop of Noyon, St. Mommolin was chosen to hll that see 
about the year 659, and, taking with him Ebertran, appointed 

hip^^bot of S|. auintin'a^ 8lU Bertin who ln4 ftirnMld|r 

■ 

ffl nftm AettBso. t >i^>n - 
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dedined that dignity^ was left abbot of Sithiu. Und^r the 
^yernment of our saint the reputation of this monaster/ 
(first dedicated in bGQowr of ^St, Peter, but now from him 
«MUed StBertkoi'a) Mcnied to oqnal, if sot to smpftis, diat of 
Lueii*^ Rigorooi abtdaoooe mA ftsting was one of the 
trst artiiilaB of the diMfpHne establiahed in titfe home i Hie 
subsistence of one hundred and fifty monks who were here 
assembled, consisted chietly of roots, herbs, bread and water. 
Their prayer was almost continual ; and they were taught 
to sanctify by it all their exietior employments ; the tinging 
of the divine ptdsei wet never intermpted in their choir 
etthi^^y or xaght» Che monks therein sooeeeding eadh other 
hi different companies; the most painful labonr never ex- 
cused any from this duty, or from any part of their nocturnal 
w^itchings. The nuiiiber of the monks increasing, St. Ber- 
tin ()1)tained of St. Omer the church of our Lady, which 
the bisliop bad built on a hill at a little distance from the 
first monastery ; this seoond abb^ was called New Sithiu. 
Wisen the bbbopric waa erected at St. Omer, this ehnroh^ 
clcSSbatedloQodnBdarthepatroiiaseofoQrLady^ waei^iada 
Ae cathedral«(^ 



at Columban, St. nUMj, SC Fiiicre, &c. 
never sufTer^^'d women to come within the 
liiwiiir ts of bis monastery, or even laia 
his cburcii. Tbis Uw wm religi&usly ot>> 
MififtA mtfl Om ytut SM> iHmi it 
lUfipf-Tised If ith ia Anmirof Adelo or Alice, 
#5fe of Arnulph, sovepeigu count of Flan- 
ders. Tbis pioiu princess having lonf; 
laa(psuilMiii uiider incurable iUiMtt,aiw 
amtly MMd t» pnj la St Buhiatt 
chuirieb, not only to implore the Mint*! in- 
ferc^ioD, hnt to taste the sweets of so- 
litude in that ho^ plaeiti She applied to 

ltl^M6p of Caaifanv, i«o,«rNh «ha 

(ponsertt of the ahbot granted the n«MS»ary 
dispensatiou, and conducted her theoi- 
■elvea into the church on Eaiter Monday, 

la ^ha yMif j|8^ Btapfty ^foitinia htfoM 

lie thrintf of St. Bertin, o Sl lrea up 
a#r fc^'ent prayers to God ; and a perfect 
care was the reward of her piety and ber 
faith. Ib grsUfui adiuowledipnent ol 



inip, she iAikM Mi Arise, an4 

made consideraUe pw te nts to die chureh* 

This miracle is represpnted in the choir 
by a group of marble figures of exquisite 
workmanship. I'he relatiou of ii in MS. 
ieliept Ml the enUves ef tbi ebbejr* aai 

was published by John of Ipres, Cbron. 

S. iJert. p. 2. c. 23. and by Erembold, De 

logrt'sau AthaLB^Comitiiwr in tenaplaai 
S. Bertini. 
W The eapcror Lewli le Debouielia 

in the eighth year of hit nign ^ave the 
abbey of St. Bertin'?? (which then <«on- 
tained lu both monasteries, of 5c. i'eter 
andof owr Lady, ona haiidrad and thirty 
Msahe) to Frigufis an l^nprlish secular 
priett, abbot also nf St. Mr^rtin's atTiJiirs, 
arid chancelh>r of tbo empire. Fri^ui,ns, 
in the year 820, placed eighty muuks in 
St Bwtin's, and thirty seoebr canoM in 
our Lady's, at is related by St. Folqoin 
in h!s charter, A. D. 850. by Folquin the 
roonk And deacon of St. ikrtiu s by John 
of ipres, c U. ^c, Hughy abbot ofSaiot^ 
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S6 B^BERIIN^A. 5i, 

St. Bertin had the comfort to see his mona^itery floiirUli. 
%ith illustrious examples of ])enaace and monastic regularity, 
rivalling those which had foruierly edified the w orld in the 
deserts ofEg3rpt. Many noblemen reaouaced the world to , 
pass their life undcor bia diraodixi in the lenrent exerclMi ot 
hfAy ODntemplatioii and petiaiioe. Whatever donations wen 
made to the monaatery,- they vefe only reoeived by Bertin as , 
the)>atiiniiony of tbepoor^ to whose relief hefiuthfully applied, 
the greatest part of the revenue of his house, very little su0i- 
<angfor the abstemious maintenance of the moak>. A certain 
rich lord called l^leremar, having given him his estate of 
Warmhoulty on the river Peen, the saint erected in it ano* 
ther monastary, the church of which he caused to be dedU , 
cated under the patronage of St; Alartia; and St. Winocwas 
appointed by him the 'first abbot in • St Bertin, finding 
himself dnking under the weight of decrepit old age, re-*, 
signed his dignity in the year 700, in favour of a beloved dis-^ 
ciple, whose name wa^ Uigobert, that he might have the ad- 
vantage and pleasure of closing his life in the humble state of 
obedience and dependence. From that time he shut hinfff^lf 
up in a little hermitage dedicated to the Blessed Virgm^ near< 
the eemeteiy of his monks, in which place he passed the 
nigh ts and in almost perpetual prayer^ obaerving all the 



Bertin's succeisor to Frigugis, fay the au- 
llK»itgr«fUi1iiioni«rtlM emperor CiMrles 
ttm BMt and St Mqmn bishop of Te- 

Toiimne, restored our Lady's church to 
the monks of St. Bertin. St. Folquio's 
ebarteff by which this is ordered, is re- 
jected by k Coiato ad sd. 83S» a* 15. but 
maintaiiMcl by MabilloD, Stiltin|f, &c. 
It is however incoDtestable from a series 
of most authentic HK^uioeats of every 
tmoBttdiug age, that tfaia'cbarcih of our 
Lbi^ from the tenth century was inde- 
pendent of St. liertTn'<?, and served t)y 
secul." ■ canniis, under a |>r()vo5t, and for 
some time immediateiy subject tu the 
Holty 8m bf tha baOi of Gregory VII. in 
Mb, Calhctoa II. in 1183, GrafMy IX. 
Ac hi t)te year 145)5, m the reig'n of 
Charles Viil. the parliament of_ Paris, 

US ■QOTHB m 




and historical proofs* declared that the 
choffdiof oorlAdy pamumtA thattm*. 

sure, not the abbey of St. Bertin ; wlueb 
is inrontrst-'hle from the discovery of the 
reiieks there, and from history. This 
church being made the cathedral at the 
eroetfonaf tha b who p ri^to 15Sa,bgrtha 
prerogative of. this dignity enjoys the. 
rights of honour, precedency, and juris- 
diction over all the churches of the city 
and fHiala dbrwM> avm aiiiagh.it dwoU^ 
have Iteen at any time formerly tttljactta 
that of St, Bertin, before it wns secula- 
rized in tne ninth century. The abbey of 
St. Bertin was plundered by the Normana 
aad Daaat in S4S r asaia in 861, UnBt 
by them in 880, burnt again in lOOQ* 
!b3!, 1081, and llf>2. It bore the name 
of St. Peter for above four hundred years { . 

atlMt waaUadatBartiu's, wbaaait* 
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exercise^; of regular discipline with the fidelity and humility 
of the most fervent novice. Having always a singular devo-" 
tiHm §or Si, Martin, he got Rigobert who micoeeded him in 
die goTemment 'ef the abbey, to eiRect a chapel under the 
invooaiioii of that mnt hi iSiim most honourable part of llie^ 
church. The ttiodem authors of the life of St. Beirtln say, 
that he died at the age of one hundred and twelve, on the 
fifth of September 709. He was buried in the chapel of Saint 
Martui which Kigobert had built by liis directions, tliough it 
was not completely iinished till after his death. His reiicks 
axe exposed in a silver shrine; enriched with gold and pre- 
ciotts stones. This fitmons'nionasteiy tiras imfch enrich^ 
by Walbert, count of Fonthieu, and Ibrd of Arques, who 
taking the religious habit in this house about the year 700, 
bestowed on it a considerable part of his estate, and died 
abbot of another hquse. St. Berlin is named on this day in 
the Roman Martyrology. See in Mabillon, (Act. Ben. t. 3. 
p. ]10S.) two lives of St. Berlin, the hrst short, the other 
longer, both written by Folcard, a monkirfSt. Bertin's, who, 
being invited into England by the Conc[ueror, was made 
abbot, ai Thorney in Gambridgeshire. See also other short 
lives of this saint in the Bollaiidlsts, t. 41, or secmid of Sep- 
tember, p. 54i>, with their curious notes, and those of Ma bil-^ 
Ion, by which the chronology of Ducliesne and Mireens is to 
be corrected. Also Martexme, Aneod. U 3. p. 446. et Vet. 
Monum. t. 6. p. 614* 



ST. ALTO, ABBOT, 

This saint was a Scottish holy monk, who, travelling into 

Germany, was famous lor marjy miracles, and founded, by 
the liberality of king i;'epin, the abbey of Altmunster^'^ in 



(•) The Scottish clerg^' founded many 
moDasteries in Germany, one at Cologne 
in '975, under the invocation of Su Mar* 
Cki ; ooe «l EffMtb lillOSir t«o It Bft- 
ti8b<>n, one at Wiirtsburg, one atNureiD« 
hvfgt one at Vienna, one at Aistaoht, &c. 

Iq aoBW modem writers we read of a 



lpraa«:ne, cm|)eror of the Wett, and 
Acbams, kiug of Scotland ; but tbe whok 
i& a manifest forgery, picked up soobmi 
«im hjr Heeler Bocitluni* M tlw learned 
Mr. OTlaberty has proved against Sir 
George Mackensie. (See. Ogygia vitidi- 
cated, DuUin, 1775.) TtU the conqi est 
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BtfttiiM AonI tlii aalMle flm ingkOi Mftoiy . lb A* 
sddsl of ft WslNHms iHitiMiy at that timeover^mii igno- 
rance, vice, and superstition, the extraordinary humility and 
devotion of this saint infused into many the perfect maxims 
and s^ni of holy religkui^ and his 6iB^;|a life was a seosibla 
^tmoQstiatiQftof tW {mwer «f diraia grace in rainng inessek 
af weaknaM mad aotmpliaii to the most iaUsoM state of 
Mnctity. He is hoDomad In Gtermany cm the ninth <rf Fe« 
bruary, which seems to have been the day of his death. But 
the British calendars commemorate him on the fifth of Sep- 
tember. The abbey of Altmunster wae repaired and given 
t» Brif^titt mnia im the fifleanth oeiitttrjr. See Aventlniif» ' 
Attaalae Boiovmny L IJ^BadeM^ BiTuna Saaeta, (« t. p. 



I VMK of Fergus ma «f BIftt, ben 

imXy the title of kiifgs oS All^any. Iti 
Char!eranjrne's time, the nttttie of Scotia 
was conAued to Ireland alone, as Usher 
baa proved ; and Eginard, secretary to 
tSnulMBipiey eicpTefsly JtfMMMBUlBtf In- 
land) ** Hiberai^aeotxipuiii iDsula;" he 
likewise informs us of the se% eral letters 
of the Scottish kings to that emperor} of 
their great deliereaee to hts will, and the 
aftctiwi tiMgr dadarad towards biai. The 
cofuitiy of lbs 6eott In BriCftiil» daring 
Ijbli period, was too hiGoiigidery>la ts form 
aUianees with fbrdgn princes^ the far 
better part of North Britain being stiU in 
f«ife«iiaaaf^4lWlMs» lreliiii4wastbeii| 



seat of leamfaig ha all Christendom ; and 
it wa< from thence that Chariemagne in- 
vited the learned profefsois Clement and 
John, the one founder of the ttuiifaialty of 
Mst and dM otkr of flM wifwsity of 
Main Itafy, 

Aoiong the Scots who settled in Gcr- 
manVf and made a rapid pro^rens in the 
aooTersiofl of infidels^ several were raised 
to tiia episcopal di^ruity ; as 1. 8t. 8ld»- 
idos bishop of Passaw, who wi^ the com- 
panion of St. Vir^lius of Saltsbai^ and 
who is mentioned in the life of this saint, 
published by Ganisius. 3. St. Taaco, 
IMM Wsbt^ c^1taldaf|4dlM vlft nartgrred 
fa 815, and li iMDouMd oa tIMfcliiaiith 
ti February. 3. St Fatto who sucended 
BwldbeK in the tee of Verden : he was in 

duttlcau^a^ sad ii 



io flia Saottisb and Garmin 

calendars on the thirteenth and thirtieth 
of March. Molanas fAddit. ad Usnard.) 
asserts that botlj Taueo and Patto were 
ranked by the pope in the number of the 
saiuto* in tfaa tine .^THaNmeb, eightH 
btthop of Verden. 

In the eleventh ag^e Marianus Seotus 
(who is proved b\ Usher to have been a 
Scot from Iceland) having left the ma« 
nailefj of Pwi&ald In Hottb BriUioit 
amuctb aenaaiqraad settled m Kaihboi^ 
wbere he>wiUi several of hiscountiymen, 
taujgjht both sacred and profane learning, 
and where be founded a Mufiaitery fb^ 
tbe acMa in iMi Of the great repom 
tkm which tteSeote bad acquired fey 
their pltkf, ieaf^ and knofrled^^, see i 
pwtienlar aeeouot io Aveatinu<;, 1. 6. 
AnnaL Boior. and Lazius, 1. 7. l>e gent, 
mlgn Mkriaous Scotus was born in ^ 
year UM, aeaoffiiag to Ute. Aalk|. 
Brit. «, la Mid Ittd. Chron. 

Henry, surnamed the Lion, first duke 
of Austria, charmed With the piety of the 
Scottish monki) invited several of them 
toViMna,idiai«btMidad, inll44»a 
ma g nUkcu t ahbey under the rule of Saint 
Bennet, which he designed for tbebulisl 
place of his fomily. There are still to be 
seen in the church his own toiub* with 
tlMaa <f Ui aai11iMldaca» (dnui^ to 
tin mupmot BaNBuel CotoMans») of Us 
two sons Leopold and Hanry, mod of bis 
daughter hmm ia» Mto% 
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Ghatelain, Not. Bolland. ad B Feb. Colgan giTM hh life on 
ninth of Februaiy. Act. £S« Hib. p* aOi. 



SEPTEMBER VI. 

ST, PAMBO OF NITBIA, ABBOT/ 

Ami Midaiil in Uoriie. Rufin. BUL Pair. fTtwiB^ Cotcllir Afolfec Mr* 

A. D. 385. 

St. Pambo betook hiuMelf in \A$ ymA to the great Seint 
Antony m the desert/ and desiring lo b* si^Mfeed amoag kit 
disciples, begged be would give bim some lessotis for Ids 
conduct. The great patmrdbof theaneleiilinmiks t<dd hkn, 

he nnist take cai e always to live ia a state of penance and 
compunctioii tor his sins, mu8t perfectly divest himself of all 
self-conceit, and never place the least contidence hi himselfi 
or in his own righteousness, must watch i iinilwsllj over 
Idraself, end stndy to eel si erety iking in snch e manner it 
t5 bsrveno oooourionefteffwei^ torspeiit'etfwbttka'ktd doM^ 
and that be must laboinr In pat a restraint vpam kla itmgmey 
and his appetite. The cBsciple set himself earnestly to learn 
the practice of all these lessons. The mortiticntioo of glut* 
tony was usually laid down by the fathers as one of the fipft 
steps towards bringing the senses and the passions ioto sub« 
jeotion ; this oonslsting hi somethij^ that is exterior ani 
sensllde^ Its practice Is mere ubvlawsy yfBt o€ great hiqpar** 
tsaoe towards Ae reduction of att the sensoal appellint of As 
mfn&9 whose twoit was beg«n> bf HiamlenipaiiBoe and dis» 
obedience of our fir^st parentis. Fasting is also>by the dirine 
appointment, a duty of the exterior part of our penance. 

What a reproach are the austere hves which so many saints 
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hove led, to those slothful and sensual Christians, who*?e God 
is their belly, and who walk enemies to the cross of Christ,^*^ 
or who have not courage at least by fireqnent self-denials to 
curb this appetite? No man pan govern himself who is a 
skve to this base gntifioation of sense« St* Bmbo-aoBoellad. 
most other andent monks in the 'austerit} of hb continual 
fasts. The government of his tongue was no less an object 
of his watchfulness than that of his appetite. A certain reli- 
gious brother to whom he had applied tor advice* bes^an to 
recite to him the thirty-eighth psalm: I said, I will take heed 
to my waysy that J nn not with my tongue. Which wordit 
Pambo had no sooner heard, but without waithig for the 
second Terse, he returned to his cell, saying, that was enough 
for one lesson, and that he would go And study to put it in 
practice. This he did by keeping almost perpetual silence, 
and by w eigliiiig well, when it was necessary to speak, every 
word before he ijave any answer. He often took several days 
to recommeud consultations to God, and to consider what 
answer he should give to those wh^ addressed themselves to 
Jlim. / ' 

By his perpetual attention not to offisnd in his words, he 
arrived at so great a perfection in this particular, that he was 

thought to have equalled, if not to have excelled St. Antony 
himself; and his answers were seasoned with so much wis- ' 
doni and spiritual prudence, that they were received by all 
as if they had been oracles dictated by heaven. Abbot 
Foemen said of our saint i^" Three exterior practices are re- 
markable in abbot Pamho : bis fasting eveiy day till even- 
ing,liis silence, and his great diligence in manual lahour/*^ 
St. Antony inculcated to aU his discipieB the obUgation of 
assiduity in constant manual labour in a solitary life both as 
a part of penance, and a necessary means to expel sloth, and 
entertain the vii:our of the mind in spiritual exercises. This 
lesson was conhrnied to him by his own experience, and by 
a heavenly vision related in the lives of the fathers, as fol- 
lows : Abbot Antony, as h^ was sitting in the wilderness^ 
^'.fisltintoa grievous temptation of sj^tuil sadnessi importa^ 

■ 

f 
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" nate thoughts, and interior darkness ; and he said to God; 
*^ 'Lordf I desire to he saved ; hut my thoughts are a hindrance 
<<<tome. WfaatshaUIdommypraeiitaffliGiMin? Hov 

shall I be saved V Soon afiterherose up, and giring outdf bk 
*^cell, Mwa mm ^tting and working ; then rising from his 
** work to pray; afterward sitting down again, and twistinghis 
" cord: after this, rising to prayer. He understood this to be 

an angel sent by Grod to teach him what he was to do, and 
* he heard the aogel say to him:' Do so and thon shalt be 
''wved/' Hereat Ae abbot was ifiDli^d with joy andoonfidenoe^ 
tnd by this means he cheerfdUy pmevered to the end.^^ St. 
Panibo most rigorously observed this rule, and feared to lose 
one moment of his precious time. Out of love of humiliations^ 
and a fear of the danger of vain-glory and pride, he made it 
bis earnest ptayer for three years that God would not give 
Um ^bry beAm men» bnt Tsther eonteidpt** Nevertheless 
God ^orified him In this lifb, but made hhn by his grace to 
learn more perfectly to humble himself amidst .ipplciuse. 
The eminent grace which replenished his soul shewed itself 
' in his exterior^ by a certain air of majesty, and a kind of light 
which sh<me on his ooontenanee> like what we read of Moses, 
10 ftst a person eooid not look stedfiutly on hi§ Ihoe. Saint 
Antony who admired the pmity of luA'sonl, and his mastery 
over hb passions, used to say, that his fear of God had moved 
the divine Spirit to take up his resting-place in him. 

St. Pambo^ after he left St. Antony, settled in the desert 
oINitria on a monntain^ where he bad a monastecy. Bnt 
he lived some time in the wilderness of tiie CeUs, where 
Mofinus says he went to receive his blessuig in the je&v 374. 
St. Melania the Elder, in the visit she made to the holy soli- 
taries who inhabited the deserts of Egypt, coming to Saint 
Pambo's monasteiy on mount Nitria, foijuid the holy abbot 
nttiogat hia work, making mate, ^le gave lum three bun-^ 
dred ponndl wei|^t of silver, desking him to aeoept that 
part of her store for the necessities of the poor among the 
brethren. St. Pambo, without interrupting his work, or 
looking at her or her present, said to her that Go4 would 

<*> C9tii. ArotiMgv. a* It r. aoo. 
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reward her charity. Then turning to his disciple, he bade 
lum take the silver, and distribute it among all the brethren 
m Lybia and the isles who were most needy, bul chargecl 
lum to f^ve noOiiog to those of £gypt> tluil ooiuiliy bausg 
ikkandpilcBtlfiiL' Mekiii« oimtuiaed some thne etandingy 
andctlmigtfi said: Father, do you 1um>w that iMewtlitM 
hundred pounds weight of silver?" Tiie abbot, without 
casting his eye upon the chest of silver, replied : Daughter, 
*^ he to whom you made this ottering, very well knows how 
much it weigl»,^without being tohL If jm give it toGodI* 
who did not d6i|nao the widm'aftwo nillfls^udeviea p» 
*^ fhrred them to the great preatwto of the ridi, say mo mom 
about it," ThisMelania herself related to Palladius/*^ Saint 
Athanasius once desired St. Pambo tocome out of the desert 
to Alexandria, to confound the Ariaiis by giving testimony 
to tfio divimty of Jeans Christ. Our saint sedmg in dwi 
eitjr on actieit dtossed mp fior the etqge, wegpt UtMlgr; mi, 
hmng asked Ae reason of his teers^ sod, he wept fer Iho 
sinful condition of that unhappy woman, and also' for hia 
own sloth in the di\^ne service ; because he did not take so 
much pains to please God as she did to onsnare men.^^^ 
When abbot Thoodore bagged of Sl« Pambo somo words of 
faistroelSoB: <'Gav'^ialdha» '^andcseitiiiaaMrcf andohOi* 
*'flt7 toward alt men* MEeniy finds oonfidenoe'befbra Oodv" 
To the priest of Nitria who asked him how the brethren 
ought to live, he said : " They must live in constant labour 
and the exercise of oil ¥irtttes» watching to preservo their 
oonscienca free fsom stain, especially from gjMng scandal 

^ or oiieMe liD aagr noigMwnr,'' Ig^ Faasho said^. a Mttle 
halovo his death: <<FMn the tia^ that I eama into this doi. 

sert, and built myself a cell in it, 1 do not remember that 
I have ever ate any bread but what I had earned by my 

^* own. iabour, nor that I ever spoke any word of which! 

^'aflctwafd refettted* Nerevtheless, I go to God aa oae ^ 
wh»has not jalhegpM to sarv^Um/'^^ Ha died eofnni^ 

yeaiB ald^ withoat any siehneBS, pain, or agony, as ho waa 

making a baske^ whick he bequeathed to Palladius, who 

(«) Paliad. Lau&iac. c U7«— C*) Socnit. 1. 4. e. S3. CoteU AfoHhofm, p. 63d. 4. ' 
t9GMiLib.p.ma.a. 
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was at fliat tinie Ua ditciple, the hc^ man havhig nothing 

j else to give him,^'^ Melania took care of his burial, and 
I having obtained this basket, kept it to her dying day. Saint ' 

Bambp ^mmemorated by the Greeks on several dajfi. 

& VIM iM» iiioal sayii^ of dik gre^ 

w^)m*0t Chrigtian pmbdiimt If jfoa have a hear^ joa 
migr •aiped.'*^ 

The extraordinary austeries and solitude of a St. Antony 
ffs a $t. Pambo, are not witahle to persons engaged in thu 
i|K»*ld I tbfgr art fven imwmtiitent with their obUgationt ; . 
hat aU aFB cansilala of ^iiniirairinff' their afibctkniB from Ibiup* 
AmHo fiaf4a«M innd attadbmeiit to creatni^ and of attdi^^ 

to a pure and holy love of God, which may be made the 
principle of their thoughts and ordinary actions, and sanc- 
tify the whole circle ot their lives. Of this all who have a 
liaart^ aie thnmgh the divine graee^ capaUe, In whatever 
draunatuMaes we are plaoed^ we have opportunities of snb* 
daing our passions, and subjecting onr senses by frequent 
denials ; of watchiog over our hearts by self-examination, 
of purifying our affections by assiduous recollection and 
pgayWy «n4 o£ Mniting oiir ^ools to God bjc coiiitiniial exterior 
adid ^terior aeli q{ Iwdj taae. Thna nu^ tbe j{entlemai» 
Am hnaham^^*** ar thk sbwD-kiWHW^y beooma an aminani 
asint, and make even the emplojments of his state an exer- 
ciAe of ail heroic virtues^ and ^o many steps to^ perfection 
aiid tfk e.t^i:iii^l gioij, 

« 

sr. ELEUTHEjaUS, ABBOT. 

A wonderful simplicity and spirit of compunction were the . 
distinguishing virtues of this holy man. lie was chosen 
ahbot of St. Mark's near Spoleto, and favoured by Grod with 
the gift of miracles. A child who was possessed by the devilf 
bainn daliMand bv bs&an . adnsiatad ul bia wianasiaflT* the 
aUbol said we day : Sincis the cluU is anioiig Ibe sarvania 
^ of God, the devil dares not approa^^h him.'' Th^ wordi 
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teemed to savour of vanity and thereupon the devil again 

entered and tornu iited the child. The abbot humbly con- 
fessed his tiiult, and fasted and prayed with his wliole com- 
munity till the chdd was again freed from the tyranny of the 
£ead. St. Gregory the Great not being able to fast on Easter- 
eve, on account of the extreme weakness of his breast, eB" 
gaged thU saiDt to go with him to the church of St. Anditew's, 
and pot np his prayers to God for his health, that he might 
join the £iithfiii in that solemn praetioe of penance. Elen- 
therius prayed with many tears, and the pope cominii; out of 
the church, found his breast suddenly strengthened so that 
he was enabled to perform the fast as he desired. St. Eleu- 
therius raised a dead man to life. Resigning his abbacy, he 
died in St. Andrew's moBasteiy in Rome about the year 685. 
His bodjr was afterward transktad to Spoleto. See S. Greg* 
Dial. 1. 9. c. 14* 21. 33. L '4. c. 35. 



ST. BCGA, OB BEES, T. 

' She was a holy Irish virgin, who flourished about the 
middle of the seventh century, led an anachoretica] life, and 
afterward founded* a nunnety m Copeland ne^ Carlisle, 
fier shrine was kept there after her death, and beoane 
Ihmons for pilgrims.^ Th«re h in Soodand a plaee'ealled 



St. Beeg WW the same with St. Heyne 
or Hipu, who was the first nun in \or- 
tburaberlaiid, and received the veil from 
8t* Afahni; having fouindttd m aMniitiiy 
•I Heorthu, she appointed St. Hilda ab- 
be^^, r^nd retired to Tadcaster, where she 
died alxMit tlie year 650. She is iioriour- 
ed ou the tweiity>6econd of November 
Vioder thenftoeof 8t.Beei> Btdfeealb 
htt Hitu. The inhabiUntt af the islands 
near C'lmberland bad then a frequent 
intercourse with Ireland, took wives from 
tbMictt aai «w» IhiiiiiliiM mmy af' 
tbflm orifiiiallsr Iridk 

Arnonj^t the monasteries founded by 
St. Hpi^a, arf. those of Copeland, Heorthu, 
and Hartiepole. This last was seven 
aikt ftom fh« movcli of the Tmt, and 
pvoMty^at BMfltiMM a pvomitoi/ ia 



place and built for herself a cell at Cat* 
can*, which Bede says was called Hel- 
cacester by the Saxons. Camden thmks 
it !• thepmeiitlMeMtar. IfiraaMto 

believe the author of the Monast. Anflic 

and M^ibilldii, t. T, Annal. p. 4S6, sh« 
IclL CaJcaria, and retired to th« mouas- . 
tery of Uacauo&, within three miles of 



makes no mention of this ls»t mtfration : 
he only mys, that after being replaced by 
St. Hilda at Heorthn* she founded a 
MBMHwy nmongat thn liniBtwi» tUilMa 

miles distant from that of Streneiebalt 

or Wliithy. The Beg-a, whom Bede pTace^ 
at Hacatios upon the death of St. Hiida, 
and who had then served God in the m<H 

mitle lUrte for wm tbui tUitgr y«w» 
tobs 
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Mlhwt from her name, aceordbag to a Mta cUTh. Imies on 
flui itutauMsipt oaleniiiir kept in the Scotch Colldge of IVuis • 
See Alford, Anna], .t* 2* p. 394. Moiunt Ang|i6. Soyskao,' 
t. 2 Sept p. 694, ko. 

The Irish calendar commemorates on this dny St. Maccu- 
lindus, bbhop of Lmk, who departed to our jLord in 4d7« 
See Col|^, MSS. - ^ ' 



SEPTEMBER VU. 



ST. CLOUD, CONFESSOR. 

■ 

From St. Gregory of Toun Hist. Fr. 1. 3. c. 11, and 18. and from the Life of this 
Mint, wi^ .tbe ranMrla of Mabillon, Saec. Ben. 3. p. 136. See Abb^ Lebeuf, 
Hist. dttUbccM de Fuih t* 7. An. I79f» Stiltiack t. a. Sept. p. 91. 



A. D. 5^. 

St. C&evj>, oalled in jUthl CUodoerdtts, i» the first and moat 
inostriom srint among the piinces of the rofai family of the 

first race in France. He was son of Chlodomir king of 
Orleans, tlie eldest son of St. Clotilda, arul \v as borii in 52'2. 
He was scarce three years old when his father was killed in 
Burgundy in 524; hut his grandmother Clotilda brought up 
him and his two brothers Theobald and Guothaire at Paris^ 
and loved them esfiremely. Thdr amhitioua nndea Childe* 
hen, king of Pkiris, and Clotaire, king of Soiasona, divided 
the 'kingdom of Orleans hetwixt them, and stabbed with 
their own hands the two elder of their uephaws, Theobald 
and Gunthaire, the former being ten, the latter seven years 



St. Atdau died uive buadlvd years before 
lar. W« owiC cbeMfbni oondiide tlut 
Munt died at Calcaria. Her body 
was afterward fMomd.to^WllklqF 

Vol. IX. fi 



cording to tbe Aberdeen Breviary. Sbe 
M aboul tte aMdb of tkf imrtb 
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tfU* Gknidt by a speciai provideacc, was Mved from tli« 
i« Mid cot c€P bis biir'ivilb his own hancU, hj tlMt 

flte fervioe of Ood in a monaatifi state. Ha bad muf Mr 
ni^wrtmulifls of recovering his Other's Idngdom $ but, young 
as he was, he saw by the light of grace tbst all that appears 

most dazzling in worldly greatness is no better than smoke, 
and that a Christian gains infinitely more by losrkig than by 
possessing it. In, the true estimation of things^ ha most 
emphatieally deserves to be styled a king who is nailer of 
MmseUf and faaslmniad ^ha ait of mfing liiosa paasfuns to 
which kings are often mlsetably anskved. . This vidoiiy over 
Umself 1^ ^ons prince gsined, and constantly maintained 
by humility, meekness, and patience, by austerity of life, 
watchfulness, assiduous prayer, and holy contemplation. By 
this means he enjoyed in a little cell a peace which was never 
interrupted by sceiies of ambition or vanity, and he tasted in 
the service of God too solid a jciy to Uunk of exchanging it 
Csr the inokiag honiiiffi or hittar pjeasnres ef a^dse wsndd^ 
er4f oawmting die ttaaquiliity and real daligkt wimekhm 
possessed inta dangm, c oii f tts io n , end perplexity af a 
court. Coarse clothing gave him niore satisfaction than the 
richest purple could have done; he ^joyed in his own 
breast and in his cell all he desired to possess in this world, 
and he daily thanked God who had dcsxm-him out of Baby» 
lot! be£ara^ wsaiafectad srithita aorruption and intoxicftt* 
iag Civcean wine* ooi|tam|d ttf aU aatyil^ fiiif|p §ii» 
craned in proportion as he advanced iAvirtoe and heaven^ 

After some time he removed from his first abode to pnt 
himself under the discipline of St. Severinus, an holy recluse 
who lived near Paris, from whose hands lie received the 
monastic habit. Under this experienced master the fervent 
wovice made great progress in Cluristian perfection ; but tho 
ne^hbowhopd.of Jteis hciog a tioaUb to him vlui desired 
nothing so much as to Htc nnknown to the worlds he witbdxeir 
meretiy ^o gi a wi S t vbape he jpassad several yeava^ and 
WMNf^jftteaiyyimfaredei. Seeing he gained nothing by theiw* 
muteiiefifi of liib jiulitude^ alter hU hermitage wm once madd 
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public hy many m t irt li ig i» Mni, lit «l ia i ig ti i iwtafniei to 

Paris, aiid was received with the greatest joy imaginable. 
At the earnest recpiest of the people he was ardaiin d priest 
by Eusebius, bishop of Paris, in 551, and senred tlial chiuich 
•ome time in the fiinctioDS of the sacred ministry. He af- 

t«rwBrd itptired iojiofndimih^ Sfi^^s ao«f called Chmd^ 
two leagues below Fans, where he built a monasteiy depen^ 
lent on Ifco chuveh ef IMa. tibie nonaatery aasfmUed 

many pious men, who ded out of the world for fear of losing 
th^r souls in it. St. Cloud was regarded by them os their 
superior, and he auimated them to all \drtue both by word 
and fiKample. All his iuherilianice he bestowed on churches, 
or distribwtad among the poor ; tha nllagf of Nogent he 
aeMled am the epiteopal. see of Baria, os h oneolioofid in 4he 
btioio potoofty hf wMdb tibia pAaoe w$$ erenled into • 4«tfsV 
end peerage in fkvoor of the aorelibiahop.^^ 9(t, Cloud wot 
indefatigable in instructing and exhorting the people of the 
neighbouring country, anil piously ended his days at Nogent 
about the year 560. He it? com uieino rated in tlie Roman 
IfatfyKology on ihe sevejoih ^f September^ which seems to 
haive beien the day of his death. The monastery has been* 
iiooe changed into a collegiate chundi of canons, where the 
relielga 9f Ihe ipnt era ^jt]|| t^pi^ iui4 the place he^ra his 
name. 

John Picus, prince of Mirandula^ who died in the year 
1494, the thirty-secoud of his nge, n {)rodigy of wit add learn- 
jng^ and after his coay^ion frQiu the love ctf applause and 
pieinnre had livedo lr«l/ Chiistian philotMppber, eaepresaed 
himself on the Wppioeie of holj retireqieiit ani contempt 
of the woiid as follows :^ ^iMimy think it a man's greatest 

happiness in tliislife to en)oy dignity and power, and toHve 

in the plenty niul splendour of a court ; but of these yoii 
"'kinow, I have jtKid a sshare and I can assure you I eould 
^* never find in m>y s^ul true satisfaction in any tiling but in 

r^naat and oontenAplatipo^ I am persiM^ed 4^ Caesajrs, jf 

See Abbe Lf>b«uf, Hist, du DtoQM ds Aidl^ t* 7^— C^^tJOM* fiai»,4s MiliOlb 

ad atuicuoi Aadneam fi4»ro«um. 
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Kim nKne liippgr Hi bk Mlltnde ilMntlM|f wm in 
'^TmnnentofdiewoflA; attdtf tbedod mldretarii»thi|r 
^ wovld htiwe olio06 tlie pangs of A veoond desth ratlKT tfatt^ 

risk their ^alvattoxi a second time iu public glatiuus," 

sr. BEGINA, CALLED IN FRENCH ST. BEINE, V . M. 

After andergomg many orael tonuento, the wtm behcadeA 
tor ^e ftith 9t ABm» IbriiMxiy a large* town cdlad Alndai 
ibinbas for the siege whicli Cmur kid to it, now a tmall vil- 

lajge in the diocess bf Autun in Burgundy. Her martyrdom 
happened in the persecution of Decius, in 251, or under 
Maximian |Herciileii^ in 286, as some Martyrologies men- 
tion. She is honoured in many ancient Martyrologies. 
Her rdicks are kept with' great devotioii m tibie naighbooriag 
cbb^ of Flavigni, a league distent, wliiliier tiiey wefie tnm-* 
dated in 864, and* where they hove been F end ewd Iknioii* by 
mirades and pilgrimages, of wbieh a history is published 
by two monks of that abbey. See Lubin, Not. in Martyr. 
Rom. p. 41. Suassaye, Martyr. Grallic. Suysken, the BoUan- 
dist, t a. bept. p. M^d43. ' , , > 

t J ■ , 

St.'EVURTlUS, BI5HOP OF ORLEANS, C. 

♦ 

Flourished in the i^eign of Conatentine the Ghreat, and died 

abont the year 840. Hfs name is lamons in the aneient 

western Martyrologies, but bis hiistory of no authority, as 
Stilting couiplaiiiij. Three translations have been made of 
his relicks. A famous abbey at Orleans bears his name. 

See Gallia Christ. noT. t. B. p. and 6tilt&ttg.- 

• • < . . . 

ST. GRIMONIA OR GERMANA, V. M. 

- Was an Iri maiden of illustrious birth who left her coun- * 
try to consecrate herself to God. She was m a i tyredin defence 
of her chastity in the place of her retirement in Picardy in 
the diocess'Of Laon. On the spot a chapel was built which 
grew ftmous for her relicks and xniiaoies^ and grew.into a 
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Sept. 70 S. EUNAN, B. . : » 

4Biniddctdbi» loim «dcjd from its' ofigbud Capelle. In ihe 
mot m the fifteenth oeritaiy her ielkk§ were tfniMeied* to 

the alibey of regular canons of Hennin Lictard, between 

Douay and Lens, where she is honoured together with Saint 
Proba her fellow martyr, ^e Stilting ad 7 Sept. p. 80. 

f 

Ab%>eif of BfianbeiigBv nieoe to St. Aldegundis (honoimd 
OB the thirtieth of January,) had the happinets to be edu- 
cated in her monastery with her sister Aldt ti udis who, upon 
the death of her aunt, was cliosen second abbess of Maubeuge, 
and succeeded by her sister Matlelberte, This last died about 
the year 705. She is honoured on the aeveoth of September 
hi the Belgic and otheir Martyrologies. Her relicks were 
lieaalated feiwaMimbeogp toXaiy by St> Hnhert about the 
year7gg. .SeeJPerwthe Bollandlaty p. lQ9u 

SS. ALCHMUND AND TIUBERHT, CONF£SSOBS^ 

BT8HOF8 OFHjBZBAM'IN HOBTnmBBBLAKD* 

The former waa oonaeerated to this see in 7^79 And passed 
to efcenuil l^oiy on -the aerenth of September 780. Gilbert 
or Tiiherht snoceeded him in the eplaoq^ ^ignityr, which 
he hild to his happy death in 789. The&T eminent seootity 

is celebrated by Simeon of Durham, Roger of Hoveden, the 
Annals of Peterborougb, and all our Martyrologies. The 
history ot the translation of tbeir relicks by a canon regnlar 
of the monastery of Hexham, an eye-witness, in the middle ^ 
of the tw^h century, is published by Mabillon, Act. SS« 
Me. 8« part. 1. end Suyshen the BoUaadiat^ p* 117« 

S. JEUNAN, J? iH8T BISHOP OF RAPHOE IN IRJ&LAND, 

IM Tan PBOvnicn of ui^br. 

The monastexy founded there by St. Columb, and restored 
by St. Adennan» being converted into en episcopal see, 
St. Ennan was appointed .to gorera it. He is the titular , 
iiinft of die chnMi^ end a matt for hit totiviiM the aofBi^ 
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of 8e|ilemb«r k ftp^itMA ]NI^ 

magdes printed iur tti^IiTkb fllHmlMb iitSueW in 1734. 

8£FT£MBIUl Vm. 



THB NATIVITY OF THE BUBfi;»£D 

VIRGIN. 

ThA birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary announced joy and 
the hear approach of sahrtttiioii to the \6st world: therefore 
3$ thw ieitind «elebrat«d bjjr tli^ 4liiMh uMi fnkm mmi 
thanksgiv ing. It wM^a ttiyvlety of MnOtttjTf tad ^ptingaislMd 
by singular privileges. Mary was brought forth into the 
world, not like other children of Adam, infected with the 
loathsome contagion of sin, but pure^ holy» beautiful, and 
glorious^ adorned with all the most precious graces which 
bmnte IM ^ho was dMMH Id bo the MoUior of God. 6bo 
appeared ilido^ 111 dioweok Atttio of oor tnoitditf i bat fan 
the eyes bthedven »liO idfeady transcended the highest seraph 
in j)urity, brightness, and the richest ornaments of grace. 
Jatn khtky but bemUifnl^ O ye daughters of JerusakmS^^ The 
tfpoase iays to her tnttch mm om^balaeolly than to olfaor 
icmb sanctiflod bf hte tbxAcmi grmtt A$ H^ Wif wminj 
thmwj JO 0^ Mtmed nmmj^ «flo iaughPmJ^ Hnm mri o0 

fair, and there is not a spot in thee,' Alan was no soonof 
fallen in paradise through the woman seduced by the infer-* 
nal spirit^ but God promised another woman whose seed 
•hmld orvih thaA oerfoof o b«Mi» ^otll ptd tmmties, said 
ho to tho serpenit teliMfii lAor mid tki imomm^ wnd thu^t&ed 
andheneed: skeMhMermhikykiMifmtdikmtMtihiK^fmtti 
Jht her heeiS^^ This curae Is evidently to be understood ^ 

the devil who seduced fito, aad with implaoiUo VMli«4 

< 
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•oaghf fhe A cMrnMon tit her posterity. It is not the real 
•erpent that is here meant : the sense would be too low ; aB4 
why should the serpent, which was not in tault, be so trented^ 
and the trae offender tke devils mho had either taken tb« 
%iife of tlie erallgr serpMl, or wwwaMltd hiwwolf la tet 
mpSlaBf escape eB paMuMntf The Helnmr origioel ex*' 
presses the latter part ef this prophecy as follows : It {\,e. hew 
seed) shall crush thy headS^ In the birth of the Virgin 
Maiy wa< die aocompUsbjnftiil of thi» soltpitt psedlfilim 
kegtin. 

To mdefstorf Ute gwet piywt that in her Qed hisiiBWH < 
m Hie wory 9 we miilt emnUer her tEmoeodeHt dignity, aal . 

flic singular priirileges by which she was distinguished above 
all other pure creatures. Her dignity is expressed by the 
evangelist when he says, That^of her wm horn Jesus^ who U 
called the Chrisi^^ From this text alone is that article oi 
file CMholle fridi evflMmdj enrinoad, that she is traly M«h 
tter of Geil. Itk dear this Is mot to he understood as If slsr 
could be in any sense mother of the Divinity, the very thought 
whereof would imply oontradiction and blasphemy, but bjf 
reason that she conceived and brought lorih that Blessed 
Man who sahsistiiig by the second^vine pemm of the edgr** 
shift Trinity;^ is ooasefSMsitty tho natandy -not tho rdoptivi^ 
Sob of God, which was the Semi^Nestorian ervor hroaebed 
by Felix and Elipandus. In the Incarnation the hurnan ria-* 
fore of Christ was assumed by, and hj'postatically, tliat is, 
intimately and substantially, united to the parson of God tho 
Seo', so that actkms doQohj Hm aatore^ «ra the aetioM 
af that IMrhie Vsrsooy whoea nammad er appropeialid siatuiv 
Ab is. Henee we tmlj say with St Fnil, that we are 
deemed by the blood of a God, and with the church, that 
God was bom of the Virgin Mary, suffered and died on the 
cross ; all which he did in that hnMHi aa^iio whiah ha had 
msderfdity taken opoo him*^ 

Nestorios, a man {goimiit hi acrirshistiiwil learning, hot 
vritty opinWtod, and prc^nmptnons to adc^eeof ^somfA* 

See Hout)icaa49 UUjh 199^ 9k Lftp* ib. ana Bp. SiwrMcy on ftopfatqr. 
Matt. i. IS. 

* 
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72 NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIBGIN. ISept.^. 
gmabBj introdnoed a -mv lusmy, tMohiog that -dim m in 

Christ two persons no less than two natures, the divine and 
hiimaii iiuiterl ; not intrinsically, but only morally, by the 
divinity dwelling in the humanity of .Chnst as in its temple. 
Thus the beraeiarch destroyed the inoimation, held two 
Gbruto) the one God* and the other Bia% mi denied the 
Blessed Vlrgm to he the mother of God^ saving she was mo- 
ther of the man Christ, whom be distinguished from the 
Cln istwho is (iod. The constant faith of the Catholic church 
teaches on the contrary, that in Christ the divine and human 
nature subsist both by the same^divine person, that Christ is 
truly God and trnl)r'nian^*]ind that the ViTgui Maiy is 
the Motherof God hf having broughtforth him who is Ood^ 
though he derived from htftr only his assumed nature of man. 
The errors of Nestorius were condenincd in the general 
Gouncdof Ephesus in 431 » and from the anx^ient tradition of 
the church, the title of the Mother of God was oooEnned tn 
the Tirgin Meiy. Socrates and'St* Cyril of ,.Alexandrifl<» 
prove that this epithets was given' her by the ehnrch fimn 
primiti%"e tradition: and it occurs in the writings of the 
fathers who flourished before that time, as 4n the;^ letter of 
St. Dionysias <^ Alexandria to Paul of Samosata,'^^ in the 
AUsxandrian mannacript of the bible, which^ aeoordfaig to 
Grabe,^ was writ'beftyre the year 990, Ito. So notorioes and 
ordtnary was this appellatioD, that, m St. Cyril of Alexandria 
testifies. Juhaii the Apostate reproiK bed the Christians that 
they never ceased calling Mary Mother of God -/^^ and so 
ciearly was Nestorius convicted in this point, as to be obliged 
to oonfoss this title^ thongh he never departed from his here* 
tieal tenets*. 

The dignity of Mother of ^Jod is the hi^est to which any 

mere creature is capable of being raised. What cioser alf 
luuice could any pure creature have with the Cr^tor of all 

0) CMC U 1* p. 853^(f^ Gfibt Ft0k§, in 70. 

(^) ^foriuH Deipara. | are used to exetpt the iacred humanity 



umitAfft St. te. Atas. 1. 8* c<ia;tra.Ju 
^> Tbe words mere and fmre creature 



hjrpostatical Qiiioii^ fftitcd abow the cUm 
of dl ofher eml«d bei^fi. 
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iUnp?' What -name eould he more noble, what prerogatiye 

more smgillar, or more wonderful? He who was born of 
the Father from all eternity, the only -be got ten and consub- 
itandal Son, Maker, and Lord of all things, u bom in time, 
and receives a being in his nature of man from Maiy. 

Listen and attend, O man/' crt^ out St. An8eim/«> and 
^^be transported in an ecstasy of aetonisbment, contemplate 
** ing this prodigy. The infinite God had one only-begotten 
"co-eternal Son: yet he wuukl iipt suffer hini to remain 

only bis own, but would also have him to be made the 
''only son of Mary/' And St. Bernard says;^^^ Choose 
**wbicb yon will most admire, the most benefioent conde- ^ 
"icenMon of the Son, or the sublime dignity of the Mother, 
j "On each side it is a subject of wonder and astonishment : 
**tliat a God should obey a woman is a huniility beyond 
''example, and that a woman commands a God, is a pre* 

eminence without a rival/' The first which b the hami<- 
Bation of him who^is infinite, in itself can bear no oomparisoiii 
vith die other $ but the astonishing exaltetion of Mary tran-* 
MSends what we could have imagined any creature capable of. J 
No creature can be raised to what is infinite : yet the object 
or term of this dignity of Mary is infinite, and the dignity haa 
a nearer and closer relation to that object than could haTO 
been imagined possible by creatures, had not omnipotence 
made it real.<^') To this transcendent dignity all graces and 
privileges, how great and singular soever, seem in some mea- 
sure due. We admire her sanctity, her priviU ged virginity, • 
aU the graces with wliich she was adorned, and the crown 
with which she is exalted in glory above the cherubims ; but 
our astonishitient ceases when we reflect that she is the Mo- 
ther of God. In this is ereiy thing great and good that can 
suit n mere human creature, naturally comprised. 

Tu take a review of some other singular privilecres of this 
glorious creature, we must farther consider that she is both a 
mother andaspotless virgin. This is the wonderful preroga ti ve ' 
of Maiy alone$ o privilege and honour reserved to her, 
which shall not be given to any other, aaiya StBemaid* 

^ St. Ansdm. BfonoL— Hon. 1. topar lfiwH.c«t geealio 9L Bo n aiMfta r» ^ 
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74 KATIVXrTOVTraBIJSMBI>TiMHDI. C^NP^a 

The ancieiit prophets spoke of it as the distinguishiiig mark 
of the Mother of the Messiah, and the world's Redeem^ri 
and frequently call the Chrkt Jehovah or thm true God, 
«s X)r« WateriUmdrdflinonfiniitft Vjr nasgr ptat^ffi. Tlut 
was the mmculoua toteLof the asaorad ddivevam of aMpii'* 
kind by the long-expccfced Sairioiur^ wlueh God himaetf wai 
pleased to give to the incredulous king Achaz^ doubtful and 
anxious about his present deliyeranc^ from his temporal 
enemies. The Lord himself shall give you a sign, said Isaias : 
Beholdy a Firgin shail conceive, ami bem a son, and &ui mmuk 
shaU be called Emmanud^^^^ This moat evidently be under* 
stood of the Messiah^ to whom, alone inaaj qnaUtiea end 
epithetaio this and tlie following ehapter can sfrae, tboni^ 
a son of the prophet nentioned afterward was s£ki a p r eae n t 
type of the king's tenaporal deliverance* The title of V^irgin 
must here mean one who remained such when a mother; 
for this circumstance is mentioned as a stupendous miracle/*^ 
Jeremj alsoacontemplatipg this mjsterjin spiiit^^^^ expressed 
bis astonishment at this prodigy unheard ol on earthy, that a 
woman should enooinpaw in her wt>aoib a nattf die fgnuk 
fiedeemer of the world* 

The perpetual virginity of the Mother vf God hea been 
denied by several heretics. Ebion and Cerinthus had th^ 
insulcnc e to advance that she hud other children before Jesus: 
but tiiis impious error is condemned by all who receive the 
holy gospejsy by which it is manifest thai Jesus is the«fint- 
bom. In the fourth age Helvidius^ and soon after him. 
Joviniany prAended she had other ohildven after Ghnsil*. 
Jovioian* and axpopg modern BrotestantSy Beaa» AIberli% 
and fiasnage«>'*> wiU not allow her the title of Virgin in the. 
birth of Chrif^t. Against these errors the Catholic church 
has always inviolably maintained that she was a virgin before^ 
io^ and after bis birth ; whence she is styled euer VirgiKU 

Isa. vii. 14. Pvdsweide Vit. Patr. I. 3.n. 105. 1. 5. libfUo, 7. Q. L-C»i) Jov 
yni. See Basnage, Annal. t. 1. p. 113. 

tetion on the prophecy prefixed to tlie 

©ew French rotntnt-ntary on Isainh. t. 8. 
ebiefl/ Hooh^fiad, (t. 4. p. b,) who 



Sits «l»|iitnAi4iii9«niiiprDp)Mff Is 

a dear lif bt, end enforces thii genaiot 

atitbentic proof of the pe| j pg l i ll i fii||iB^]r 
of ^le MotUer of 
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Hiis article is defended in all its points by St« Jerom,^*^) 
St. fi|Mpliunii^t'<'> anA diher iithertf . St. Jerom §hmm Ukrnt 

HH ihiimdktmt^htfmih ktr JkH^kom,^^ no ways ioteatef 

will infer that because 

God says : / am till you f^row old, he should then cease to 
be, &c. The same father proves, that first-born in the sacred 
"virfntmgs means the first son, wbether any other children 
ficdJowed or no| «iid that those who were adled tbe bfolbeye 
of em^ Lord tMMOtdfang to tlie Hebrew phrase, were onlgr 
Ciraite«<>geniiaii5 mm of enenlier llaiy^ eiUcd of Alphaiiu 
oiidof OeophM, iMer to the Bletsed Virgin. Hacoofime 
tile beflef of hei^ pefpetnol 'virginity from llie tettiinofiy of 
St. Ignatuis, St. Polycarp, St. Ireneeus, St. Justin, &c. Saint 
Epiphanius tartlier observes, that no one ever named Mary 
without adding the title of \^^gin; and that had she had 
other children, Jesus would not hare neeommended her OB 
^e croM to St* John, &c. The ikthert eppl^y to her menjr 
emblemf and typei of the aid lew end the prophets expfee** 
eiveof mdi prerogative, caUkigher theBeetem Gale of die 
Senetoary shewn to Etechiel, through wluch only oar Lord 
passed,^"^ the bush which Moses saw burning without being 
consumed, Gideon's fleece continuing dry whilst the earth 
all round it was wet, &c. Her virginity was not only a mira- 
ettknia pmUege^ but also a voluntary Tirtfae, she having, by 
en early vow eo na em mled her cheelity to God, at tiiefiitben 
iiilbr fttnn her antwer to the aiiif9eL<^ Sodh a privileged 
niother became the Son of God* The eardi, defiled by the 
. abominations of iinpnrity, was loaded with the curses of God, 
who said : My spirit shall not remum im man for ever, because 
he is Jiesh.-'^"*' Bnt God choosing Mary to take himself flesh 
ol^ prepared her for that dignity by her spotless virginity, 
and on account of that virtne said to her : Tke Holy Qkoti 
^Aeff AiMe i^psii AA^^, eMd JAs jpaieep^^^ Jtfss^ HR^f^ tiitM ewr^ 
Mktiam Itkbylmitetiwgherpw^rt pwrkyecoegd^ 

tie i»'«iana iw^>0 iiMr. 7S. Sm Mcb pMt Nsl AI«x. Hirt» 

lcelct.WittfM and Toornely, Tr.de Incarn. &c— '"^ Matt. i. 25.— Cie) Ezech.xliv. 2. 
^(19) St.Jerom. t. adv. Hetvid. & Aflibr.LS. in Um, p. 14» i». Aiiitio* &0. 
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ing to our stete^ that we shall recoinineiid bniidives to our 
besfanly vpo^^ who is the loTer of chaste 8oiik» and is caUed* 
hy St' Gregory Nasian2eh» the'Virgia byexccllenisei and- the 
first of Tirghis; in the example and'patronage of Maiy we 

have a powerful succour against the .opposite most abomi- 
iiabie and destroying vice. We can only be victorious in 
its inOBt dangerous conflicts by ai ming onrselves with her 
siacere humility, perfect distrust in ourselves^ constant spirit 
of prayer and flight of the shadow of danger, and with the 
noriiiication of our own wilL and of our senses and flesh. 

The Virgln'Mafy was the most perfect model of all other 
Tiftnes« St. Ambrose, in the beginning of his second book 
On Virginity, exborts virgins in particular to make her life 
the rule of their conduct: " Let the life and virginity of 
Mary," says he, ** be set before you as in a looking-glass, 
in which is seen the pattern of chastity and virtue. The 
*^ first spur to imitation is the nobility of the master* W hat 
more noble than the Mother of God? — She wps a virgin 
in body and mind^ whose oaodoar was incapable of deceit 
or disguise ; hnmble in heart ; grave in words ; wise in her 
resohitions. She fpoke seldom and little; read assidu- 
ously, and placed her confidence, not in inconstant riclies, 
*'bnt in the prayers of the poor. Being always employed 
with fervour, she would have no other witness of her 
heart but God alone, to whom she referred herself^ and 
all things she did or pdsaessedv She injured no one, was 
beneficent to all, honoured her superiors, envied not 
"equals, sfinnned vain-glory, followed reason, ardev^dy 
loved virtue. Her looks were sweet, her discourse mild, 
** her behaviour modest. Her actions had nothing unbe- 
coming, her gait nothing of levity, her voice nothing of 
€t OTerbeariug assurance. Her exterior was all so well re- 
gulated that in her body was seen a picture of her mind, 
and an accomplished model of all virtues*. Her charitieB 
knew no bounds ; temperate in her diet, she prolosiged 
her fiists several days, and the most ordinary meats were 
her choice, not to please the taste, but to support natOW- 
The moments which we pass in sleep, were to her a time 
for the sweetest exercises of devotion. It was not h^ 
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custom to go out of doors, except to the temple, and this 
** alwa\ J5 in the company of her relations," &c. The humble 
and perfect virtiae of Mary raised in St. Joseph the highest 
opinion of her sanctity, as appeared when he saw her wit& 
cluld« This is a testimony of the sanctity of Maiy," sajs 
St. Jerom/^> that Joteph. knowing her (shastityj and ad- 
** minng what had happened, supprenes in silence a mystery 

which he did noC understand/' Another andent writer 
improves the same remarlc, crying out -J^^ ** O inestimable 
** commendation of Mary ! Joseph rather believed her v irtue 
•* than her womb, and grace rather than nature, lie thought 

it more possible that Mary should have conceived by mi- 

racle without a man, .than that she should have sinned/' 
Yet this sanctify of Mary, which was a snlject of admiiatioa 
to the highest heayenlj spirits, consisted- chiefly in prdinaiy 
actkmsy and in die parity of heart and the fesroar wifli 
which she performed them. JlU her glory is from within,^^^ 
From her we learn that our spiritual perfection is to be 
sought in our own stnte, and depends very much upon 'the 
manner in which we perform our ordinary actions. True 
virtue loves to do all things in silence, and with as little shew 
and noise as may be $ it studies to avoid whatever would re- 
commend it to die eyes of men, deriring to have no other 
witness hnt him who is its rewards, and whose ^ory alone 
it seeks. A Tirtue which wants a trumpet to proclaim.it, or 
which affects only ])ubHc, sinsrular, or extradrdinary actions, 
is to be suspected of subtle pride, vanity, and self-love. 

To study these lessons in the life of Mary, to praise God 
for the graces which he has conferred upbn her^ and the 
Messingy which throvgh her he has bestowed on the world, 
and to reccmimend our neoesiito to so poweiful an advocate^ 
we celebrate festivals in her hononr. This of her Nativity 
has been kept in the church with great solemnity above a 
thousand years. The Roman Order mentions the homilies 
and litany which were appointed by pope Sergius in 6S8 to 
be read upon it; and a procession is ordered to be made on 

s Hier. in c 1. Ifatt-^ Op. tep. io Mttt. c'l* apaA ^Ckt^miL 
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this day from St. xiclriaiTs c l hi roll to the Liberian basilic of 
St. Mary Major. In the ^acramenlary of St. Gregory the 
Qinatt, publkbcd by Dam M«iiaid, partioiilar ooileBts or 
pmfsH M yreatiibed «mn, pErmnioB ami mm^m 

M the IMMty of dw BkMd Virgin lOrf , wiHi a specM 
fraAioifop tVi maw.^ A hmm witk fMHlctikr ooUmIs ftr 

this festival oci urs in the old Roman Sacramentary or Missal, 
published by c<irdiiial Hiomasius, wliich is judged by the 
learned to be the sarae that was used by pope Leo the Great, 
and 5;omo of- his predeeessers.^*^ This feast is mentioned hy 

af f KMn fpom the odiot <rf Am emyrar gmwwiw I Cunne* 
nuir) fUm CopHit m Eg3rpt, aad thm otiMr ClurMM ilnnMiicv 

in the East, keep with great solemnity the feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Mi-giu.^*' St. Peter Dainian ])athe» 

^tly exhorte iJi the Mtiifiiil U» uelebiate it witk great de** 




ytimsaay <aiM> on thoiB 

and liberalities. How ought we to rejoice in tbat of tbe 
Virgin Mary, presenting to God the l>e2»t homage of our 
praises and thank sgivhi*;; tor the great mercies he has shewii 
in her, and imploring her nedsalton wttk her soa in our 
btkmkSf We ihali dgwbtkae <KpMiei»i1h# paHaonlar ^ fta lp 

Liber PouUficalis in vitA Spr«ii T. apud Thomassin. Tr. det Fetes, L S, c. 90. 
•t Card. Lambertini part. S. d« I esiis B. M. Mif. c. 153.— W P. 128.— L. 
p. 17J«.— W S. UddfiNft. kfl» BMiNnil t^glutt. B. M. Virg.i. IB. BtbL Mr. p. 66^. 
8. 9!Bt.Jta.atf8u.3 eta. dn MnB. M. Viq^ 



M On the Itistory uf this festival bm 
PlorentiniiTS and F. Frooto, each in thetr 
notes oil the aid caleudars, which thi^ 
puUisbed Marteiiue 1. de antiq. "BedlM. 
MfffiM *f. ilMiHli, c sa. a. 1. 
TUIemonl; «i|a 4. sur la Vie de la Ste. 
Vierge. BaUfet, Hist, de cette F^te; pa- 
gim in Breviar. Gestorum Ron. Pontif. 
ill -viti Anwe. IV. ^a. le. anKMMMiD Ik. 
A Fdtes, 1. S. ch. 30. and principally 
card. Prosper Lambertini, Part. 2. 
Festis B. M. Vif?. p.:Sai.-wp. IS!--] 36. 
Scbmidius o^ects (Prolus. Marian.) that 

fhtfaat oftfea B. ViigiB<k Natifllir isast 



mentioned in the Capitiilan of Charle- 
magne ; but it was certainly cdebrataA 
in Italy long before that time* Tb«»- 
tautlb aidiiptM 'thetaltof tballAt^ 
tivity of the B. V. mttitioiMi laraaraM 
tbors before Falbert of Cbartres in tbt 
year "1000; but it is expressed on tha 
df^th uf So|>teaiber in tiae famous MS. 
mknUMt, faept In tiha tre atu t y of ^tm 
cathedral of Florence, writ in BI3. Sea 
P. Leonard Ximenes, Del Gnotnene Fio' 
rentlno, at Florence in 1757. in France 
it is spoke of by Waiter, Bp. vi Orieau^, 

tft m. c^p. M. Osaa»Ufeb»«. 8. p. OH. 
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iSi her oDHipassion and goodness on a daj obserred by the 
wtwle church with bO great devotion in ber honour. Christ 
will not reject the supplications of his mother, whom he was 
pleased to obey whilst on earth. Her love, care, and tender- . 
Mtt £or him, and the sorrows wbidi she felt for his «dEe ia 
the^ateofhis mortattyi Agat Wwwii whkh gave him sack, 
those hands whidi senred hhn, mnstmove hhn to bear her 9 
the titles and qualities which she bears, the charity and 
graces with which she is adomedo and the crown of glory with 
vMch #he is honoured^ mmi. incUae him smdiSl^ lo i^^MtV^ 

I 

fiPT. ADRIAN, 

This »aint was an officer in the Roman army, who, havinf 
per^cuted the Chiistiafis iu the reign of Maximian Galerius^ 
Mi io moved by their constancy smd pilienno» lhat he ena* 

tiba^tntfaprkst g e^awl perwwit i oiw Hit peiieka 

yeyed to Constantinople, thence to Rome, afterward into Flan- 
ders, where they were deposited in the Benedictin abbey of 
Dedine, dedicated in honour of St. Peter, in the time of the 
tot Abbot Sewrald* Baldwin VI. eari of Flanders, samamed 
^IMiBiMjbeoaiiaehe unied the heiress thatoonnty, biMi|^ 
rfa rich loidt named Qerard, the village of Hunddighem, in 
whidk stood a ftmons chapel of onr Lady. The count founded 
there in 1088, the town now called Gee rsb ergon or Gerard's* 
mount, on which, by a famous charter, he bestowed great pri- 
vileges. Besides many pious donations made to that place, he 
reaioved thither this abbey cf St Peter, which has sineetahm 
<he name of St Adriaiit whose relieks» vhichit possessesi 
hnm baen rendered 6mo«a by many muiaclat. Geanberg^ 
called in French Grammont, stands upon the Deader In 
Flanders, near the borders of Brabant and Hainault. Saint 
Adrian is commemorated in the Martyrologies which bear 
the name of St. Jerom, and in the Roman, on the fourth of 
Marcli, and-fihiefly on the eighth of September^ whieh' waa 
ihaday of the tmnsiatioii of hia reUcka to Bame,wh»ee?eiy 
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aa ss. Eus£^s» &0. MM. is^, a. 

•PiBM^dmvdil»emhi«iiMxie* Sap <m th^twmiifttkiii othm 
reliokft to tbe abbey of Oeenberg, Granay'^ Aatiquitates Ge- 
rarcU-montii, p. 40. Sanderus in Flandria lUu&trata, &c» 

ST. SIDRONIUS, M. ' , 

He was crowned at Rome in the persecution of Aurelian; ! 
lib principal festival is kept on the eleventh of July. , Bald- 
Win lY, anniamed'ofliUe andtheI!loi»j finuided'tb^ ^ 
giatecfauFchea of canona atflarl^beek near C6ortfay,'at'Ail«; 

and at Lille, in which last he was buried. His widow Adtla, 
after his death in lOGj, went to Rome, received the religious 
veil from the hands of pope Alexander II. and bringing back | 
With her the relicks of St. Sidroniua^ em!icbed wilh>lliem the ' 
Benedictin nunaeiy of Meesae&e, two leagues fanm Ipres/ 
wliich sh^ had founded, and hi which she died. /See BfinBri*' 
Amiales Belgici, p. 609. i\dela the foundress is honoured 
among the saints in this famous monastery, on the eighth 
of January. See Gramaye, p. 182. liubin in Martyr. Horn. 

■ 

S& EUSjEilLUS, N£STABLTTS, ZENO, AND NESTOR, 

MARTYRS. 

In the reigp of Julian the Apoatate* Euaebina, Nestabios,* 
and Zeno, three sealous Christian brothers at €raza, wiere 

^seized by the Pagans in their houses where they had concealed j 
themselves: tliey were carried to prison, and inhumanly i 
scourged. Afterward the idolaters, who were assembled in ^ 
the amphitheatre at thepublie s hows, began loudly to demand | 
the puniahment of the sacrilegtoua criminals, as they called 
the confessors. By these cries the assembly soon became a 
tumult; and the people worked themselves nilo such a fer- 
ment, that they ran in a fury to the prison, wliich tiiey forced, 
and hawli u g o u 1 1 h e t hree brothers, bega n to drag them some* 
times on their bellies, sometimes on their 'backs, bruising 
ihem against the pavement, and striking them with dubs, 

atones, or any thing that came in their way. The very wo- 

♦ 

\ 
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SepL.B.] S. COEBINIAN, B. C-^ SI- 

men ifiittting tbeir wonk, rm fhe pohitiof q^ndfetiiilo- 
tiicnu^ mdtliB<!ookt fcN>k-tliek€ttl69i!pofii olFtliefif^^ pooHsdl* 

the scalding wat'jr upon them, and pierced them with their 
•pits. After the martyrs were thus ni.uigled, and their skulls 
so broken that tiie ground was smeared with their brains, they 
'Were dragged out of the city, to the place where the beasti 
Were thrown that diedof themselm. Here the peo^e lighted 
« fife» baroed the bo^es, and mmgled the honet that re"" ^ 
milned with those of oamels and asaef^ that it might not be 
easy for the Christians to distin^iish them. This cruelty 
only enhanced the triumph of the nuii tyrs hefore God, who 
watches over the precious remains of his elect to raise them 
again to glory. With these three brothers there waa taken' 
a young man named Nestor/ who ^ofiered imprisonment and' 
iooni^ng as they had done : bnt as the liirious rioters were* 
dragging him through the street, some persons took eompas* 
aion on him on account of his great beauty and comeliness, 
end drew him out of the gate. He died of lii> wounds within 
three, days in the house of Zeno, a cousin of the three 
martyrs, who himself was obliged to fly, and, beiog taken« 
Was publicly whipped* See Theodoret, Hist* 1* 3* €• /• and 
Soxomen^ 1. 5. c. 9. ' 

■ 

ST. CORBINIAN, BISHOP OF FRISINGEN, C. 

He was a native of France, being bom at Chatre on the 
|*oad to Orleans, and he hired a rednse fourteen years hi a 
aell which he hnilt in his youth near a chapel in the same 
place* The fiime of hia sanctity winch was increased by tha 
reputation of ^Tend mhvdes, and the prudence of the adviea 
. which he gave in spiritual matters, to those who resorted to 
him, rendered his name famous over the whole country, and 
he admitted several fervent persons to form themselves into 
a religious community under his disci pline . The distractioii 
which this gave him, made him think of seeking some new- 
eoHtudei in which he might live in Ids-lbrmer ohscnritys and 
his devotion to St. Peter determined him to go to Home, and 
there choose a cell near the church of the prince of the apos- 
Hes. The pope whose blessing he asked^ becoming acquainted 

Vol* DL ^ 
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with his j^bilidesy told him he ought not to live to Jb^self 
iikiiie» whilst maiay nations fef the harvest, we^e periab** 
Ifig t)r mntDf fttnenaon^ l^focmm, and cwdbmog Mnilndiiap,* 
gave liim a<nmadmA(m to protch liie gospeL Corbbiiui wiO: 
affiijlibted at such a language, bvt heing taught to obejr leal-' 
he should resist the voice of God, returned first to his own 
couiiti-y, aud by his preaching produced great fruit among 
the people* In a seooodjournej to Rome he converted manjr 
idolaters iir Bavaria» M he passed through that countzy* 
IV>pe Gregorjrll. scrnt Um haok from Booie into that abaii- 
donad TinajBfd^ oomnuindlog bim to make it tfao field of hm. 
laboovs* ' Corbinian did so, and having much inereaied A# 

luimher of the Christians, fixed his episcopal see at Frisingen 
in Upper Bavaria. Thoiigh iudefatigahle in his apostolic 
fonctioiis, he wap careful nqt to overlay himself with more 
Imsfaiess than ho could bear, lest be should forget what ho 
oivod to bis own soul. He ahraya performed the dinno, 
oAee widi great leisovey *and resmred to bimaelf e?ery day 
set hoora §o» holy meditation in order to recmiiand impiwi>' 
the spiritual vigour of his soul, and to cast up his accounts 
before God, gathering constantly resolution of more vigilance 
in all his actions* Grimoald^ the duke, of Bavaria, who 
though a Christian, was a strangier to the principles and spirit 



hia broCher^s reliet« The aabit boldly reproved tbem, but 
fomid tiiem'deaf 'to l]l» remmiatranoes, and aiifllered many 

persecutions from them, especially from the princess, who 
once hired assassins to murder him. They both perished 
miserably iu a short time. After their deaths St. CorbviyA9^ 
who had been ohUgad to conceal himself for flome time, van 
turned to Frisingev^ and^^^MSnof^d'hl^kbottra jitt hi^lv^NW 
(Mb) wfaicb ftQont iii.73<3k>i Hian^miQ oocniis In iknxUfmm 
Martyrology. *See his life, with an aoeonnt of many miradlea 
wrought by him, compiled by Aribo, his third successor in. 
the see <^Prisiiigen, thirty years after the saint's death, ex- 
timtin Surius, Mahiikm^' Acta Bened* t. 3. p. 500.and the 
history of Frisingen^ published in folio, in the year lj24k 
8ee dbo Bnltean HUti M^m^ do VOwUU.U ^ fihiinteni tbi 
|loltod|5ty p. 261, .... 
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Stpt. 8.] THE NAME Of THE B. V, MAST. 99 

V ST. DISEN, OR DISifiODE, B. C. 

This smnt was an holy Irbh monk, who, haying in his youth 
grafted iearmng upon sanctity, illustrated not only his own 
island, but also Ftmoe, and part of Germany. By^ pmidiiog 
he had taughjt many apuls to walk in the narrow paths of 
Chmtiaa perfbcttaii iB-hie Mrtivo eoMti^ when ha travelM 
mto Fnuiee about thfe year ^52. His vealons exhortations,' 
enforced by the weight of his example, produced wondei ful^ 
fruit in all places which were blessed with iiis p * sence. * 
Sermons infected with vanity, studied eloquence, or a worldly 
spirit, lose their attradiTe force | hut sincere humility and a 
perfect spirit of pie<y ga^e to the wcnrds of our saint a secret 
enei^ whkii opened to hhn- the hearlsof thoseid whom ho 
spokie, and made the pure inaxiais *of the gospd to ^nk deep* 
into their souls. The example of his meekness, patience, 
and charity softened the ii^ost hardened. St. Disibode founded 
' the great monastery called from him IHsenberg, at present 
acoUe^te church of canonsin the diocess of Mentz; aud^ on 
flooosnt of the eoUraordlnaiy saocass of hk apostolic Iiabours^'. 
was hmiself ordained a r^iohary bishop without any fixod- 
•ee. Hie dkd about the year 700« Seein Snrius Ihe history 
ot his life and miracles written by St. Hildegardis, abbess of 
Mount St. Robert or Rupert, at Bingen, in the Lower Pala- 
tinate on the^Rhine^ about the year 1170* Also Soiiar^ 
p,58l. 



THE FESTIVAL OP THE HOLY NAME 

oy th4 virgin mary. 

On Sunday within the Octave of her Nativity. 

This fesfival was appointed by pope Innocent XI. that on it 
the ^hfui may be called upon in a particular manner to re- 
eommend io God, through the inteiTBession of ^e B. Vhgin^ 
&e necessities of his church, and to return hiiu thanks for hU 
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84 THE NAME OF THE B. V. MARY. [Sept. 8- 

gracious protectionandnumberless mennes. What gave occa* 
son to the imtitution of tlib fiBUt wst* a ffdesmihanksgiTuig' 
Ibrtlie rdiief oiYkmm, when It wai bemged bjihe Varies in 
1689/*^ if We desire to deprecate t&e dfviae anger jds^y prd- 



M Tht l^fkt had.fiMnirly laU siege 
to Vienna, under Solyman tbe Magnifi* 

cent, ill 152.9, in thr rcipn of Charles V. 
But after losing huLly ihousaiid men, and 
Ijiof a mouth before tbe place, wttbout 
nakiqf m j conridtrable advaneet againit 
Uiqr nised tbe siege. (See Suriu> iti 
OkmaDeDtanis sul tempori?, anno 1529-) 
The (UogcA was much more formidable 
when tboib in6deli made e second at- 
tempt u|Mm ttiie iMliNurk of OciBrtny, 
in the rei^n of tbe emperor Leopold. 
.Great part of Hunsrary having taken up 
waas again&t Uiat prmce, tbe revolted 
dtiei nediioed to bit oba^Benoe, and 
the ringleaders, tbe counts Nadasti and 
Senni, with Christopher Frangipani, were 
beheaded iu id71. Count Berini bad in 
view to make himself suverei^n uf Hun- 
gary, and acm-ili^law prince Kagotai 
orXranqrlvaiiMI. Tbe flame of this re- 
bellion was only covered, not eatinguish- 
ed, hy these executions : it soon broke 
out agMQf and £akeriC| count Tekeli, 
who had jnairled Rapotal't- daughter* at 
tbe head of thirty tbotiiaod good troopi, 
earned all before him ; and the better to 
stand bis ground* invited the Turks into 
Hungary, Cara Mustapba being then 
Grand Vliicr under Sultan Mahomet IV. 
The opportunity was embraced by tbe 
infidels ; and on the second of January 
1683, the fatal horse- tails, the usual 
ensigns of an ensu.i,- war, were seen 
upon the gates of tli^ Mcaglloat Adrian- 
ople, and the whule Ottoman empire was 
in motion, to carry fire and sword into 
the bosom of the Germam empire. 

Hie visier with great «s|iedition mardl- 
•d through Hungary at the head of a 
mtghty ^rmy, meeting with no opposition 
till came to Raab.or Javariu, a small 
strong town in JL«ower Hungary* on his 
taad tomrd VJcnmu This plaoahe do- 
•plsedy ffid leafing it behind him, in the 
month of July, came within si>?;ht of tbe 
capital of Auetria* At the view of the 
fre kMM ia tbt camp al the Tartars 



in the tttmoit o— mmftlei^ jrWdhig^tu 
the earnest antfeatim of lUi fenanlH 

quitted Vienna with Km empress, who 
was six raomhs gone with child, and 
retreated with tbe greatest precipitatioUi, 
without cwiytef with Jdm either' Ainib 
ture, money, or jewels. The court nar* 
rowly escaped falling into the bands of 
tbe Tartars ; the emperor retired 
to Lintx, and finding Idmaelf aaC ail 
there, fled with equal imcipltatioB to 
Passaw. In this flight the empr^ and 
her ladies were obliged to pass a whole 
n^bt. in a forest, where n(^ng but a 
truM of ftnw eoeid ha imettrid, and 
this not without difficulty, to lay her 
mjyesty upon. Tek«^Vi joined the Turkish 
army with forty thousand men, and was 
maimer of Euda, and almost ail Hungary. 

The viaier wlth'ono* hundtud and flf^ 
thousand Turks (besides Hungariani^ 
Transrlvanians, and Tartars) sat down 
bi^fore Vienna, and began to open the 
trenches on the fourteenth of July. Hie 
army took up an lnerad|bla tract of 
ground; his own quarter was upma ih» 
little rising bills which surnmnd tbe 
palace: in it, a display uf immense riches 
in gold and jewels made tbe most splen- 
did shew amldit all the tarpofi af waiw 
The iriRdels burnt tbe suburbs, with the 
palace canr*d the Favourite, and tbe 
houses of the nobility in the suburb of 
Leopoldstad* The brtifioationa of the 
city were at that tfano fwy weak hi oaaqr 
places; the counterscarp was in a sad 
condition. The place wliL're the attack 
'was made, was ilauked by two small 
iiaationsy and fbrtified hf a ntvelin whieh 
covered tbe curtmn. The rampart lay 
close to tbe bouses, and, if the outworks 
and first posts had been carried, it would 
have been impossible for the city to have 
held out mucii looger. There waa in it 
good store of provisions and ammunition, 
with skilful enf^tneers to manage the 
artillery : the garrison was joined a 
great nomhar of dtlneos* who aatmed 
mdlfnd olthcr totn** their coualijr <ir 
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ynkiedhfimdnBy with our prajem m must joia the Um cf 
* fliiuscifiB oonpanctioii, and & pofrf^Mtooiiveniuiiuif ouriiianneTv* 

.Ti]is is the hrst grace we must always beg of God, that h» 



■to perish in ite naini. Hm Mini of 

Starembirg, the governor, supported the 
drooping- ?j»!rit'^ of those that seemed to 
detpondy and by his courage^ address, and 
indefotigiAk tedustryt ImM oat t9l nie- 
, cour arrived. This, however, be could 
n6t have done, had not the vizier been 
slow ia his attacks, probably for fe:ir nf 
taking the city by assault, that he might 
p r ue r re Ijbe phiodsr. All lilt nines 
Htfe iCountermiQed ; not «IM of them 
iucceefled ; n. b.ittery of Beventy pierc; 
of caunon was uot able, in six. weeks 
timei to bceak down one tin|^e pan of 
Sbejfavelia* TIm dolM of Lprniii» the 
emperor*! general, came out of Hoogary 
with thirty thousand men ; but could 
not attcoijpt to relieve the betiqi;ed. The 
deetor or SKumy joined hioi nHli ton 
tiMNHtBd nca, and the empem implovfld 
the succoun of all the Christian princes. 
Pope Innocent XI. and John Sobieski^ 
king of Poland, bad entered into a league 
tlio y^M bsftMo to support hjoi igsfaist 
the eomaMMi enemy. Vicnita iodosd is 
the key not only of Germany, but r^lso 
of Italy and Poland^iiad a gre^t bulwark 
of Cbrlsteodom. 

Upon the fint lueivt of the siife^ So- 
bieski put himself in readiness to ntrch 
to the relief of the plrtce. Thp narap of 
the Poles was at that time terrible to tbu 
Turics. Stgismund IIL the pious aud 
mIoos king of |\il«iid» who loit the 
«RNni of Sweden for the sake of his re> 
li^ioT), defeated, in 1611, on the banks 
of the Niester, an army of two hundred 
and ninety-two thousand Turks, c(>m- 
flmided by the young Mltm Osnuoi Is 
petion, having killed, in different en- 
Ifagptnents, sixty-thousand of their men, 
«ad twenty-live thousand in one battle. 
John Sobieski, whibt he was grand- 
aunhd of ^ crown under king Mi- 
chael, vanquished the Turks near the 
strong city of Kaminieck, and in several 
other places on tiie frontiers of Poland, 
. qmumdM hf levenl fnms Beshtws, 
and hf Coproli Unsdl^ so fiunons for 
hi? magnanimity, and for his fjeat vin- 

.^ffmm oyer th« Qinstiaasin otiicr parts. 



Being ffsr hie grent BMrit chosen king of 

Poland in 1673, he, the following year, 
with small armies, gave the Turks so 
great overthrows near Leopold, Chocsiuif 
and in other j^bMS* that the filler Oop. 
roll represented to the sultan the neoes* 
sity of {^ranting' him all the conditions 
he required, telling; him, that Poland 
was invincible so long as the arm and 
fcrtune of Sofaieiki ftniglit tgr it. The 
emperor had nihsed to send hiw suc- 
cours in these wars, into which Poland 
had chiefly been drawn by supj>ortiug 
the interest uf the house of Austria 
egahMt liM infidels, and . their lilieii 
in Transylvani^ King: John had aha 
received from him spveml affrotit?. Vet, 
on this occasion, he thought of uothiug 
but what he owed to an aliy» to att 
ChriBtendoB, and toGodldiMelfi wait 
with all possible eapedltion, marched 
towards Austria at the head of twenty, 
four thousand chosen men. He joined 
the duke of hornkt near OQethnm^ 
crossed the Danoho at^Ua, ledhis wnaf 

thrnu^h the narrow passes which the 
enemy ini2;ht easily have guarded, and 
seized upon the mouutaio^ near Vtrana* 
and on the eando of CItrMiheif , wUeli 
commands the irhole eoontrjr. The 
Christian army encamped, on the ele- 
venth of September, on the tops of these 
muutitains, and rested that whole day, 
that they might he fitter fcr aetkui. 
This interval was ahlcflj en^doyed i^ 
exercises of devotion. 

On thp twelfth, early in the morning, 
king Jolm with the duke of Lorram, 
heend mail in $L l4eopioi||il*s chapel, at 
which the king served himself, holding 
his arms stretched out in the form of a 
cross all the time, except when it was 
necessary to employ them in nrinistering 
to the priest. He reeeived the holy com- 
munion, and after mass the blessing 
which the priest gave to him and to the 
whole army. Then rising from his kne^ 
he sM aknid: Let ne now marek ^ 
the enemy with an entire eonfidenoa 
the protection of h'^aven, isnder the as^ 

sured paUonase .of the Bl^i^ \irp§./* 
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would brifig us to the dispositions of condign penance. Our 

supplications for the divine mercies, and our thatiksgiviugs for 

received .will only thiift lie xendcired nceptebl£^ By 



Arabic figures, the emperor caused after* 
ward to be huag up in the ^eat church 
at ViWBi. Mm mmt tpltoBM^«« |WWH 

to pope Innocent XL the standard utMar 

hornet", which was erected in the mtddle 
of the caiup, near the grand vizier's tent. 
It was of gold brocade upon a red f^roundt 
wilh A ita of flihner ad freMa and « Vn^ 
der ornamented with Arabic letters. IHm 
Turks left behind them all their artillery, 
-consistino^ of onf* hundred and fourscore 
pieces ot heavy ordiiaoce. This preat vie* 
tory is«M to have ^oitthe Chritttiis no 
more than the faandfed bmo* 

The grand vizier owed his ruin to Ul 
senseless confidence, hy which he neg"- 
lected to guard the p^ses of Clarcmberg* 
vigorously to pre^s the siege, to behave 
with vigilanee and addrew te the engage- 
Bicnt, cr to conquer Javadn belbn Im 
attacked Vienna, which omission was a 
step contrary to all the known rules of 
the art of war. But this was a speoiai 
eflfedt of n naffoMl piovUono^ Hbldi 
also intpifod the Cfailrtians villi wondnw 
ful courage and pradcnce, and protected 
the city from many imminent dangers, 
ei.peciaUy from the following fatal acci- 
dent. The stately and rich church of the 
Scott in Vienna wtt ooDMuned lif firo» tod. 
the flames reached the aieenal in whidi 
the powder and ammunition were laid up. 
Had tlii> mag;azine been blown np, a 
breach had been made in the ramparts^ 
and tlM city wooM liave lUlen a prey to 
the furious enemy. But the flame stOf^fBd 
on a sudden of itself, and the citiaens had 
time enough to remove the powder and 
ammuoitiun. This happened on the feast 
of the Assumption of our Lady, whose pn> 
tronage the falthfbt nuMt earnestly im- 
plored in this time of distress, in imitatidi 
( f St. Pina V« beim the h^ of Le- 
panto. 

bobiesld, after his victory, upon his 
traoee Into Vienna, neat diieetly, and 

presented hiraielf befcve the altar, to re- 
turn thanks to God, and joined in the Te 
Deum that yvas sung, with his counte* 
nance fixed upon the ground, and with 
Lht most Uvely expreisioiM Inunilityi 



The body of the army was commanded 
by the electors of Bavaria and Saxony, 
end pHnee Wa|ien| tbe ilgiit wing by 
the kiic ^ Mmmi, nnd the left 1^ 

Charles duke of liorrdn. In this order 
they made a descent upoo the Turks, 
whom they attacked on three sides, in 
<henlwiniir nfTalmlf tbi TiriM^hwd 
eeot into Hungary. Xlie diflkeot posts 
seized hy t^>«» infidels were covered with 
inundations ; but, notwithstatiding this 
advantage, they were driven from them ; 
and, by noon* Sobieslci was master of all 
the liigiMr grannd, and preynnd to fdl 
tbe quarters of the grand viaier. 
Mustapha, all tbi? while, making a je^t 
of the assanlt, was drinkine: coffee iu his 
lent, with his two sons, and the cham of 
Vntoiy;. lie eortCDtidMniaMfritfi lend- 
ing a bod^ of troops totHwengagemcnt on 
the side of Chirember^', and declined g^iv- 
ing any assistance to ius horse, though 
attacked by the wboie imperial army. 
Whilst hit txoofi wan driven ftoni hill to 
hill, be kept abont luMin bnndied and 
fifty thousand men to be, as it were,speo- 
tator<; of the cumbat, and waited in a state 
of insensiltility, as if it had been to deliver 
into the hands oi bubieski the immense 
ticelth be bod bfosfht with bim fmm 
Turk^t and the plunder he had gathered 
in his mnrch. A mistaken confdcnce 
blinded him, and concealed his danger 
isom him j but ai> soon as be saw the 
•toodaHs of Sofaieiki le near bim, he 
pnied ftom one eztiem^ of presumption 
to another of terror and eonstemation. 
His courage forsook him, and he had no 
strength left but to fly. With him the 
iphole Turlcish army fled iu the utmost 
difovder. - Tbe€ennana lint entifcd the 
eemp, they being neaieit tO It. The king 
feached it hy six in the eveoing", and he- 
fore night there was not a Turk to be 
seen. The conquerors found immense 
liehes'. Sofaietki wrote to his qneen, that 
the grand vixier had made him his sole 
iBxecutor. The great standard that was 
found in the «;^rand viaicr's tent, made* of 
the hair of a sea-horse, wrought with a 
ueedlef and /embroidered with flowers aud 
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no other means can we deserve the blessing of God, or be 
recomm ended to it by the patronage of his holy mother. To 
the invocatieii of Jesus it is a pious and wholeaome practice 
to join our application to the Viigin Mmtj, that through her 
intmeidon we may more essOy and more abtmdandj obteia 
fte effiscts of oarpetiiioiif. In tlib eenie defwl ao^ 
noimoe, with great afltetion and confidenee^ the bofy namei 

of Jesui> aiid Mary. 



gralit«40 awl dtvodoa. la tiM ttm^ 
witat tlM people were bvslwl in proclaim* 

ing his praisrs, and lookiilfuponbim with 
a!,toi)!..hinL'iit, the king attributed tlie 
whole success uf iiis aroit to God. The 
caperor letaned into bi^ capital o> the 
Iburteenth dajofthe same month* and 
assisted at a second Te Deum ; hut, by 
his baughly behaviour towards bis deli- 
Terer, s^med to tbinJc it beneath bim 

SI adcaovMie lo gmt la obligation- 
owever be afterward excused him by a 
letter to the young pritice James Sobirski, 
who attcQded his father, saying that the 
temembrauce of bis pait daofors, and the 
ti^nlftht prineo lo whom ho ofiicd liia 
jVMomtioa^ hn< mad* %.i onoo to gnat 
an tmpremioQ upon bini,M to render him 
in a manner insensible. Sobieski had too 
•nueh (reatness of sool to take notice of 
jvain oannBOQials, or pwietiHoa ofoouits, 
and with his Poles pursued the Ottoman 
fermy. He came up with them near Gran, 
pit the (art and bridge of Barkbam upon 
tile Danube, but being overpowered by 
itambert ««• repulsed with some loes. 
The Turks thinking be bad been slaio in 
this eDgag;ement, took courag'e, and pre- 
luded themselves to destroy bis whole 
aniqri but, two d«^ i^terton the eleventh 
^Oetnbcr, tho king fell upon them with 
poch couragCf and in %o good order, that 
%bey were entirely routed, and lost on 
jllufc («e^ ihousaad men* liobicaJu 



tlio infideb in RnnfMr* M §mtf U»»> 

sand Turks and Tartan near Filgrotin^ 
ant* returned to Warsaw cmwned with 
laurels, in bekd a victorious armjf 



tries sul^ect to the Turk% mm whom ho 

gained several advant&e^e« ; and though 
Cantemir, the perfidious Hospodar* con«> 
trary to hit treaty, sided with the iu&dels, 
the king waa emy^here mooMiAil, and 
eondoettd hk anny nit home th wf l i 
desertSi rock*, woods, narrow lanes, and 
over part of the Krapack mountaim, with 
so much skill and order, as to outdo t^« 



fkDm Persia. Yet this great king 
t *eated with Ing^ratitnde both by the em- 
peror and his own subjects. He died of 
a dropsy in the year 16^6, of his ^^ to- 
venty^two. The vfetofici of Sobieski mm 
the Turks saved Qkristendom. The bouse 
of Austria have from that time gained 
great advantages over them by the bra- 
very and conduct of tamral MQoimed go- 
nenlt, namdy, Omrioa dnk* of LaniinB 
Maiimilian duke of Bavaria, prince Vtwh 
of Baden, and prince Eu«^ne of Savoy. 
The Turks yielded to the emperor Leo- 
pold the greatest pot of Hnogary by tbt 
peace of Carlowits in tW. See Abhn 
Dea FokiCaiiies, Mr. Sava^, and F. C^rre» 

Hi5t.drAllMMfMb^iOi 



Digitized by Google 



,i8 8S.CiOBGOMU% ftcMAI. . l*ft.». 



'mmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmii'^ 



SEPTEMBER .IX. 



SS. GORGONIUS, DOROTHEUS, AND 
COMPANIONS. MA^lTY^lS. 

« a 

hmD IiMt.l.dtMf»rt* Pence et 1.6. Inttit* Mm^ht* 

A. D. 304, 

DoEOTfisus was first chambeilmn to fbe emperor IMcM^erian; 

GorgoiHus* and Peter were under chamberlains. They were 
the three principal eunuchs of the palace ; had sometimes 
boriie tiie weight of the i^ostditficult affairs of state, and been 
the support both of the emperor and of his court. When 
the palace of Ijfieomedia wias set on fire; probably by tho 
eontrivance of Chlerins, who anjnstly charged the Christians 
>^ith it, Dorotlieiis, with Gorgonius, and several others under 
his dependence, were very cruelly tortured, and at length 
strangled. Peter having refused to sacrifice, was huug up 
naked m the air, and whipped on all parts of his body. After 
the eiacecutioners had torn his flesh in such a manner Aat the 
bones started ont, without being able to shake his constancy, 
they poured salt and vinegar into his wounds; then had a 
jgridiron brought, and a lire made, on which they broiled him 
jui we do meat; .lelling him at the same tii^e tliat he 'should 
^continue in that condition if he would not ob^$ but he was 
resolute to the last, and died under the torture. The bodiaa 
of St. Doi'otheus and his companions were cast into the sea 
by an order of Dioclesian, lest the Christians should worship 
them as gods, as Eusebius mentions : which mistake of the 
heathens could only arise from the Teneration which Chris- 
tians paid to the reiicka of martyrs, llie mariyr Govgonin^ 
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whoBe name was ISaxnoiis at Rome, seems di0erent from the 
fbmier* The Liberian Calendar published by Bacherios 
mentions his tomb on the Lavican way, and he was honoured 

with an office^ in the sacra mentary of pope Gelasius. Sige- 
bert in his chronicle, on the year 7t>4, Rabanus Mam us in his 

"Martyrology and others, relate that St. Chrpdegang obtained 
from Rome, of pope Paul, the relicks of St. Grorgonius, and 
enriched with that treasure his great monastery <if Gone, 

^tnatcd two leagues from Mets. Among the poems of pope 
Samasas Is an epitaph on 8t Oorgonins/'^ 

The martyrs shew by example, that a true Christian is in- 
idiiciblein irirtue and fortitude; tor, as St.Gregoi7 Nazianzen 
aaysy he looks upon misfortunes and crosses as the seeds 
the most heroic virtues ; therefore he exults in adversity, 
'Torments do not discompose the serenity of hb countenance $ 

' much less do they change the stedfiistness of his heart. No- 
thing is able to pull him down ; everything yields to the 
magnanimity and wisilotn of this philo>;opher. If he is 
stripped of the goods and conveniencies of life, he has wings 
to i^ise him even to heaven. He flies even to the bosom of 
God, who ahnndantly makes hini amends for all, and is to 
him all thingi. He is in the world with a body as if he 
were a pure spirit. In the midst of passions and suft^rings, 
he is as invincible as if he were ;impassible : he lets hmisolf 

■ be vanquished in every thing except in courage; and where 
he submits, be triumphs by humility, patience, and constancy, 
even in torments, and in death itself. £>o we maintain this 
charaofev even under the light trials we meet with f 

4 
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ST. OMER, B. C. 

From his life in Mabillon, t. 2, Act. Bcaed. p. 629- writ forty or fifty yean after 
1)!s death by une who receis ed tlie £ccouut of h'ki actiuUi fi'om perftoas who Were 
fretent at bis death. See al&o the jduliimdista. 

A. D. 670* 

St. Omsr^ called in Latiii Audomarus, was the only son of 
Friulph and Domitilla, persons of noble extraction^ and 
poBswed of a plentifiil fortuae, is liie temtoiy of Conatiiioet 
nam aa impenal town in ShraUt Mar £hc Sidtem* The 
place of his birth was called Guldendal^ (t. e, Groldeti-Talley) 
not far from the Lake of Constance. He was born about 
thi& dose oi the century* The thoughts of his parents 
were wboUjr tekca up in him, and hU ^ikiQation was tMr 
diiefcm* TirngJidM^applkdUmto Uko$t«dyof hii^^ 
literatwey fHigir priadpal aim was Id ttaln lAm up in die 
most perfect maxims and practice of virtue and religion* 
The saint made the most happy progress, and liis father, 
(chiurmed with bi« virtue, and juoved by his feeiing. dis* 
cq^rM« on tbe.grail tvatbs of ^tamal- aal?atioii} upon- the 
de^tfi of lib wi& I)oiiiiti]l% sold Mi oitaibe, dMrilwtodi Urn 
price of his whole subslaiiee among die poor, and a€xx)ra* 
paoied his &on to the monastery of Luxeu, situated in the 
diocess of Besanf on. St Eustasius, who had succeeded 
Coiumban llie foun^ar, in the government of that houai^ 
receiVed. tliem kindly, aad'thcgr -l^olh mado Ooir xaligioiia 
profession togedier with great fServour, The humility^ oba* 
dience, mildness, and devotion, accompanied with an admir* • 
ahle purity of manners, which shone forth in every action 
of Omer, distinguished him among his brethren in that houso 
of taiols. His profioienoy.in aacred literature was very re* 
markable, and his reputation spr^ ovar die whole kingdoiw* 
The city of Tarvamie or Teroaemie, the capital of Ihe aa^ 
vdent Morini in Belgic Graul, stood in need of a zealous pas* 
tor; and that extensive country, which contained great part 

iMnr ofdled Lowar Sum^p Artunai and Sluyimi 
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w«t aif«rna& wi& flie IhoriM of Yke and tnot, mhm king 

fiuggestikio of Mwral sooloiis pofMsit^ loolced 

about hib dominions fur a person every way the best qualified 
to establish the faith and prac tice of the gospel m that im- 
portant and most extensive part of the French empire. The 
abbey of Luxeu was at that time the most flourishing school 
of Ifiorniiig and j^ttj m all Fnnoe, aad alhntfiBd mwiamf 
of holy pMlates. In itJSt. Omar mis painted out aa a pefMi 
the moat oapalile of tiilaatdtioas employment, and proposed 
as such to the king by St. Acarius, bishop of A'oyon and 
Tournay* The choiee was applauded by that prince, and 
also by the bishops and nobiiityof the whole kingdom. Saiat 
Omtr bad been bappy in his retreat abofo twenty years^ 
wbfliilio waitaniiyviolonoafinmihaplmineof hiaioli* 
tofcu 0pOD mebirig tbe asMssage wilb a aavere ooumaiid 
to obey witfaofot demor, bo oiied outt How great it 4ie' 

difference between the secure harbour in which I now 
** enjoy a sweet cahn, and that tempestuous ocjeaii into which 

I am pushed, against my will^ and destitute of experience/^ 
'gbe deputies^ without listening to the objections whksb bit 
iMmiii^ fonood agunst the ohoiee^ pmented him to tiio 
bkliapty by wbom bo was obliged to reoeiTe tbo apisoopal 
diaiacter, tomid fhe dose of tfie year 637* 

The humility with whicli the saint entered upon this 
weighty charge drew down'upon his missions the most abun- 
dant Uesnngg of beavea. Assidaons prayer was his comfort 
and support tinder his Uboon, and he eonsaereted all bis 
ttoiig^ to the obBg^ions of bis ministry; and» by his 
doafOOfSf ^ spirit of. piety soon began to reign where that 
of the world and tbe d^l bad before prerstled* Mutk tbo 
greatest part of the inhabitants of tins country were still 
slaves to superstition and the worship of idols, though several 
holy prelates bad taken no small pains for their conversion. 
St. Fuscian and St. Victoricus, who are honoured on the 
e l e vent h of Deoember^ liad long belora eanrled the gospd 
among tham$ also 8t« Chtintin^ who is honomned on Iho 
tbirty-first of October. These tfiMo sidnts snfibred nnd«r 
Rictius Varus in the beginning of the reign of Dioclesian and 

Maiimifln Herculeus. la I3ie following age^ BU Victriciusi 
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buiiop of Ronen, laboared to convert Ibem; but throng^ a 
want of paBtoTB daring the uicunions of .the Suen^tbe Yaii« 
dels and the Alans^ even the few Chrittiane that lenudnedy 

were fallen into a strange corruption of manners. Likewise 
St. Remigius sent two holypriests, Antimuiid audAdelbert,^*^ 
between the years 500' and 552, to preach to the Morini, 
but with little success. To complete the great and difficnlt 
work of their conversion was reserved for St. Omer. 

This holy prelate assisied by the powerful grace of God, 
direw down their, idob^ demolished their temples, and in- 
structed the deluded people in the saving doctrine of eternal 
life. It was the firal part of his pastoral care, to reestablish 
faith in its purity among the few Christians he found, whose 
reformation was a task no less diiHcult than the conversion 
of the idolaters. Yet sndi was the snocess of his labours^ 
that he left bia diocess not inferior to those that were then 
most flourishing in Trance. Though his discourses were foU 
<rf a divine fire which coujd scarce be resisted, his exemplary 
life pre; I died still more powerfully; for it was not easy for 
men to reject a religion which they saw produce so many 
good works, animate men with so divine a temper, and sudi 
a spirit of devotion towards God, and of meekness, humility,, 
and beneficence toward all men, whether friends or enemies* 
It made many lay themselves out continually in redeeming 
captives, feeding the poor, comforting the sick, reconciling 
enenfies, and serving every one without any other view than 
that of promoting their eternal salvation, and the glory of 
God. This Ihe character of our holy bishop and his 
fellow-labourers who were, emfdoyed under his directii 
The chi^ among these were St Mommolin, St. Bertin, and 
St. Ebertran, monks whom St. Omer invited to his assistsnoe 
from Luxeu. He founded the abbey in Sithiu, now called 
St. Bertin's, in 654, in which lie applied the monks not only 
to manual labour, but many among them to sacred studies ; 
so that this famous abbey became one of the greatest semi- 
naries of sacred learning in France, and was possessed ci a 



Antimund is a Cbriitiui name, sig. 
Bifyingan enpmy to ihe worlff ; Addberl 
it a Ttutouic^nam«| ctmi^uaM OtJtM 



or EthO, aabk mdjhti, WiM w iQnir 
trkmi* 
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very large and cnrioiis library in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries^^'^ at which time schools were established in all the^ 
priories dependent of this monasterjr. Sevend 'iminediate 
disciples of St. Bertin were persons eminendj learned. 
St. Omer also built the church of oar Lady at Sithiu^ with a 
small ^monastery acQoining, and a burial-place for the monLi 
of St. Bej tin's or Old Sitfiiu. The author of his life recounts 
many miracles performed by him. In his old age he was 
blind some years before his death; but that affliction made 
no abatement in his pastoral concern for his flock. When 
St. Aubert» bishop of Arras and Cambray, translated the 
rellcks of St.Vedasi from the cathedral to the monastery 
which he had built in his honour, St. Omer and St. Lambert, 
bishop of Tongrcs, assisted at that ceremoriy in 667, 'ind the 
former is related to have recovered his sight for a short time 
on that occasion. The most probable opinion is that Saint 
Omer died in the year 670, on the ninth of September, the 
day on which his feast is celebrated* His body was buried - 
by St. Bertin at our Lady's church, which Is now the cathe- 
dia\> . • 

■ ■ 

ST. KIAKAN, ABBOT IN IBSLAND.M 

* * 

s 

He was conTerted by hearing a passage of the gospel lead 
at church. He put himself under the discipline of St. Finian, 

w^ho, admiring his great proficiency and fervour, foretold that 
bait tiie aiunasteries of Ireland would receive a rule from 

<^> See Martenoe Anecdot. t. 3. iw 592. 652. 668. 



(f*) The litW* Sithiu by meaDS of 
this abbey grew into atown> wbfeh wm 
Cttoompassed with a wall by Fulcft, the 

eighteenth Abbot, who afterward sue- 
ceeded Hincraar in the archiepiscopal see 
of Rbeims. The city of Tarvanne having 
nfnditdl to the FVencb Its sneieiit roaa* 
teiii was utterly destroyed by Charles V. 
in 1553. Tim bishop retired to Boulogne, 
wbicb became the episcopal see ff i' t!iat 



vided into two other diocesiei* those of 
StOmer um) Ypres, whidi were eKcted 
six years after, in 1559. See Guicciai)* 
dini's Dcscr. BeigiU Gnunaye in Ipratc^ 

p. 178. 

This saint ii» surnamed Macau- 
tiaoir,beiti|r the eon of ft carpenter; and 

is also calkrJ ihe VoMUlfer, to distinguish 
him from St. Kiaraa, firet bishop of Saigir, 
now a part of Ossoiy, who IB btfOOWed 



part of the diocess which was then sub< 1 on the fifth of March* 
lect to Pmnce. The rait of it waa | 



Digitized by Google 



S4 8. OSMANNA, , 

lum.^ St. KkimQ afterward foonded a nmefoot noM0-» 

tery in tlie igle of Inis-Aingean, wliu li was bestowed on him 
by king Dermitius. Committing the government of this 
/ house toaaotber^ he buiit^ by the liberality of the same king, 
anodier graal monastery and acbool in Wcs^jMCeiiliy caUod 
CSoain^Macnoia/^ on the river Shannon^ whicb aoon beamia 
a bishop's see^ Allemagae in his inaccurate Monasticon Hlb. 
thinks in the life-time of our saint : but Cummian, in his 
letter to the abbot Segienus in the seventh century, does not 
give him the title of bishop. ^^^^ The monastic rule, or, as it 
is called in the Aiinala of Ulater, the I^aw of 
anstere.^^ This saint died on the nmth of Septemher In 649^ 

and was honoured as chief patron of Connaught in the same 
manner as St, Brigit was of Leinster. See his Acts quoted by 
XJsher^ Antjq. p. 471. Suysken the Boliandi^t^ t* d. Sept* 
p. 370 to 369. ^ James Ware, &c. 

VIRGIN. 



She was descended from an illustrious family in Ireh 
andretiredtoFrance to lire ina stale <kf virginity. 8hefixed 



0>) About a mile ■ distance from the 
parish chxirch i f Kilcroghm, near the 
liver Btackwater in the county of Kerrff 
b a tiorioai hermitage or cell* hema oot 
of tba wiid took, dtuaitod n tlM to^ €f a 
hill; this cell is named St.Cr(^hiin*s,who is 
the patron saint of the parish. The intf l- 
lig'eut among the lujtiqu-iries say, that in 
tbia place the celebrated SL Kiaraa Sai^, 
who^ «Monlia|; toU«htfv was bom in the 
hdaad of Gkpe Clear, competed bit rule 
for monks ; althoug^h others say it was in 
an adjaceot grotto. Be this as it may, 
the stalactical exudations of the above- 
meitfiopad eaU (ure held in |^at catiioa- 
tion Iqr the couiiti^ people, wIm oorefldfy 
piMM iO them, as imagioiqg thwa have 
■Mny virtues from the supposed sanctity 
of the place they grow j«. See Smith's 
Ancient and present state of Ketry, i)ub- 
Jhu 1756.P.S8. 

« IMMrtdliai tint tbe 



aintncumois was in the provincial dialect 
Dun-keran; i.e. hill or habitation of 
Kiaran, Dun signifying a house or fortrasa 
OD an emmeiice. Chunm in the Irish iig- 
niflfla a idaia or tawn betwM woodi cr 
bon. 

W The Scots honour on th'n day an* 
other St. Kiar:^n,'or ^uiran, abbot of the 
monastery of t aile, near that of KUweiua 
.tt.Oumingham, ood nit fiw from Irala 
In the coontry of Clydesdale. In the same 
province stood the celebrated abbey of 
Paisley, described by bishop Lesley, De» 
script. Scot p. 11. It was founded bf 
Walter Stuart, great grandson of him wto 
was oiealod gvudNotitor of WwHianS ly 
kins Malcolm III. Sea Lei^y, Hist. 16, 
&c. Some Scottish writers place this Saint 
Quiran in the ninth a^e ; but it is proba- 
ble that they have confounded him with 
onlflsk Mint» wbowai ia tiiift Sfsk^ 
aoaNdat Mdiejiiltb piftisdwdiisll^ 



\ 
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her residence in Lesser-Bi itaiiy, served God there in soli- 
tude with great fei'\oin\ and died near St. Brieuc, about the 
seventh age* For several centuries her relicks were kept in a 
shnne in a chapel dedicated to Grod under her patronage in 
liiedibalialebiirchof Stlknysneorl^iiB; bat part of them 
was dispersed by the Calvlnists in 15671 She is mentioned 
in several Marty rologies raider this day. See her two lives, 
one by Capgrave, the other shorter and more exact, published 
by Siqfaken^ 4JBt« SS« tom« 3* S^U 419. ^ 

ST, BETraLIN, HERMIT, C 

Iiigulphus in his history of Croyland mentions four disci- 
ples of St. Guthlac who led penitential Uvea in separate cell# 
not fin* from that of their director : H»m Cissa, a young aoble- 
man latdy concerted to the ftith: . 2. Bettelin who smed 
St. Guthlac, and was of all others most dear to him : S. E^* 
bcrt: 4. Talwin. After the death of St. Gutldac they con- 
tinued the same anehoreticai life in their ceUs with the leave 
of abbot Kenulph^ and died harppily id the same manner of 
iifik Thmt bodaes- were burnt with those of the monks and 
the chimih, in the aintib century, by the Donesy incensed at 
finding no treasure in the monastery. 

St. Bettelin or iieecelin, patron of the town of Stailbrd, in 
which his relicks were kept witli great veneration, is related ' 
bgrCapgmw to hafeliyed an hermit in the practioe of the * 
most ansfore penancei,- and of continnal pwqrer, in die^lbrest ■ 
near ^flfbrd. ButtWe Legend gtTen ns by Capgrave^ whieh 
is also found iii xMS. before his time, is of no authority ; it is 
not impossible but part of the relicts of the disciple of Saint 
Guthlac^ might hav^ been conveyed to Stafibrd h^ore the 
phmdev and bnmki^ of Cropland by the Banes. See Cq^ 
gfsfei Wilson in the first edition of his English BCartyr* 
ology on the twelfth of August, and in the second on the 
twenty-ninth of September, Molaniis, and others' on the • 
ninth of September^ Suysken the iioUandbt' on this dajr^ 
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ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINO, C. 

Bb life was writ by several bands, principally by tbree yiinus and learned men of 
bis Order, very soon after his death ; tnz. Peter de Muute Rubiano in the Marca of 

Ancona ; b_v Heurj' of Urituana ; ?,dhh by JorJaa tie Saxouia. Ste also 

Nxvius, ill bis Eremus Aup:;u6tiDiatia, p. Rrulius Hisioriae Peruanc ordilUt- 

£remiUrum St Ai^uitini, 1. 15 » and fiu^tkeo^ 4ct. S& t. 3. Sept. p. 636* 

A. D. 1S06. 

This saint received his surname from the town which wa^ 
bis fixed residence for the most oonsiderdble part of his life^ 
and io wbioh be died. He was • native of St. Angeles a torn 
near Fermo^ in tbe Marca of Aneona, and was born abont 

tbe year 1245. His parents were of mean condition in the 

world, but rich in virtue, and he was reputed the fruit of 
ilieir prayers, and a devout pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint 
Nichohis of Baris in which his mother especially, who was 
tben stricken in yean, had earnestly begged of Groda fon who 
abottld faitbfally serve bim. At Ida bq[itiaBi be received the 
name of bis patron, and appeared by bia tomrdly diapoMtiont 
from his iitfoncy to be prevented «by an extraordinary sbara 
of divine grace. In lils childhood lie spent whole hours toge- 
ther at his prayei s with wonderful application of his mind to 
Grod^ and he heard the divine word with the utmost eager- 
ness, and with a modesty which cbarined all who saw hiia% 
He bad a tender love ^ the poor, and nsed to conduct boiaui 
those tbttt be met, in order to divide wiib them wbatawr 
be bad ibr bis own snbsistenea. From his infkncy be made 
it a cardinal maxim to renounce all superfluities, practised 
great mortifications, and from his tender age contracted a 
babit of iiuting three days a week^ namely, oa Wednesdegr, 
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Fridays, and S *days : to which, when he was grown up, he 
added Mcmdays^ allowing himself on these days only one re« 
fection, and that <of bread and water. From his very infan<^ 
he saemedexempt from the weaknesses and passions to which 
' dbi]dren are generally liable ; jhis greatest pleasure was in 
reading good books, in his devotions, and in pious conversa- 
tion, and his heart was always in the churcdi. His parents 
neglected nothing that was in their power io im prove his 
l^kins and happy dispositions. In his studies, as his parts were 
quick, his apprehensions lively^ and his memory and judg- 
ment strong, so his progress was rapid. 
I He was yet a young student, when for his extraordinary 
merit, he was preferred toa canonry in our Saviour's church, 
! This situation was extremely agreeable to his inclination, a^ 
by it he w^ always employed in the divine service. But he as* 
pi red to a state which would allow him to consecrate his 
j whole time and thoughts directly to God, without iaterrup- 
I tions or avocations. W hilst he was in this disposition, a 
! sermon preached by an Austin friar or hermit, on the va« 
aity of iiht world, determined him to take a resolution abso- 
mdy to quit the wortd, and to embrace the Order of that 
holy preacher. This he executed without loss of time, en- 
tering himself a religious man in the convent of that Order 
of Tolentino, a small town in the ecclesinstical . state. He 
went through his novitiate under the direction of the 
preacher himself, and made his profession before he had com- 
pleted the e^hteenth year of his age. His humility made ' 
him look on all his brethren as so many superiors, and he 
itiidied in all tilings as much as possible to do the will of every 
one, that he might the more perfectly learn to deny his own^ 
ttid ike love of humiliations gave him particular afiection for 
the mieanest and most mortifying employments in the house, 
^ sod he embraced whatever was most painful and abject with 
the greatest pleasure. Such was the unalterable sweetness of 
his temper, and the equality of his mind, that he never be- 
k teyed the least impatience or irregularity of humour ; a 
f iMffk of the constant tranquillity of his soul, and the perfect 
lictory which he had gained over hio^self* His extraordinai^ 
kts and austerities shewed that he looked on his body as a 

V0L.IX* o 



, Digitized by Google 

I. 



ie S. NICHOLAS, C. {S^l^ 

constiiiil ciieiiiy to his soul» The disciplines and iron g^'dlM 
witti which he afflicted it, are ahewo to this day In his eoamnt* 
Hb orffinory food wm ODljrcome bread with poke or herbs ^ 
bis bed was the bare floor, with a stone for his pillow. In 
obedience to his general, he once in time of sickness took a 
mouthful of flesh-meat 5 but immediately begged with tears, 
tliat since iie had satisfied hb precept, he might be allowed 
not to eat any more : to which the general assented. 

He was sent soccessirely to sereral oonTents of bis Order 
at Recanati, Macerata, and others ; in that uf Cingole he was 
ordaiueil priest by the blsliop ot Opinio. From which time, 
it' he seemed an angel in ius other actions, he appeiqred like 
a seraph at the altar ; so wbnderfiilly did the ditine 8re 
which burned in bis breast manifest itself in hiseoonlenanoe, 
and sweet tears flowed in streams from his eyes. Devout 
persons strove every day to assist at his mass as at a snr rifice 
offered by the hands of a saint. In the secret com niunica lions 
which passed between his pure soul and God in contempla* 
tion^eqiettalfy afiter be bad been employed at dte altar or in 
the confessional, he seemed' already to enjoy a kind of anti** 

cipatiou of the delights of heaven. The last thirty years of 
his life he resided at Tolentino, and bis zr;il fur the salvation 
of souls, produced there wonderful fruit. ■ He preached 
almost every day, and his sermons were always signalised by 
remarkable conversions. His exhortations, whether in the 
confessional or in giving catechism, were always such as reached 
to the heart, and left lastinii; ^ ihitnry impressions on those 
tliat heard him. \V hat time could be spared fj*oni those cha- 
jritable functions, be spent in prayer and contemplation. He. 
was fiivoared with virions, and wrought several ndrsculom 
cures. For the exercise of bis virtue be was long afllteteA 
with divers painful distempers. His lioly death ha|>[)Liied 
on the tenth of Septemher in 1306, and he was canonized hy 
Eugemna IV. in 1446. His body was buried in the church 
of bis commt at Tolentino, in a ehapel m which be used to 
a^ WMM, and bia tomb there is bdd in veneration. 

The saints, how much soever they had subdued their pas- 
SMUs^ and atrengOianed t^mseives in halHts of all virtues^ 
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always watched with extraordinary vi^lance over all their 
words and actions, and every motion of their hearts, know- 
ifig this life to be a stat^ of perpetual War&re and danger. T6 
preVient all attacks from tbe enemy, it ia tbe duty of a Chria^ 
flan to be always provided, and in ^me of peace to expect 
his retui ij : this disposition will contribute to keep him .it a 
distniK O : and a iie>j;lect of it will certninl v invite him to take 
advantage of our supine sloth, and, by subtle stratagems, or 
by open force, easily to overthrow us at unawares. By fre- 
quent self-egcamination, the practice of «elf*denial, the dia^ 
posltiona of bumble fear and compnnedoii, Und by watclu* 
Mnes9 against all occasions of danger, we most eonffntially 
be armed, and ready to repulse him : if we leave the ave- 
nues of our soul open or unguarded, and trubt him within 
our gates, be enters smoothly, but, like a cancer, brings 
death. 

V 



ST. PULCHERIA, V. EMPRESS. 

4 

From SASDinen, 1. Theodorut Lector, the Paschal Chronicle of Aleiandria, &e. 
See amongst tbe moderns Tilieniont, t. and especully Orsi. Stilting tbe Hoi^ 
landiftt, t. 3. Sept, p. 504. Piuiu« the BuIIatldtst> ib, t. 5. p. 778. in an Appendix, 
and Benedict XIV's Cull to grant aii office in her booouc to several Coop^atioiit 
of Regular cauoo&« to the JcauitSy an^ n53* 

,A. D. 453. 

Im this incomparable princess virtue shone forth on the im* 
perial tbroiie id the brightest lastre, and shewed itaelf 
equAlfy ^ppy in tttelf, and eifnally inviiiciUe In flie tnsls 
of adverrityoiid thdse (whioh are usuftDy iiKire dangerous^) 

of llatteriiig prosperity. The empress Pulcheria was grand- 
daughter to Theodosius the Great, and daughter to Arcadi us, 
emperor of the East, and his wife Eudoxia. She was bora iu 
^99, aUfd hsid tiufee sisters, Flaccilla, who Was the aLdesti 
Init. died som^ cod Arcadift and Marina who wwajronngiy 
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then Pulcheria. Arcadius was a weak printee, alwajs g(H 
ferned by lut wife and bw eiuinehs ; he reigoed tidrfteea 
ymn and three montha from the death of his father Tbeo- 

dosius, and died on the first of May, in the year 408, lia\ tng 
jived thirty-one years and some montlis. He left his bon 
eight years old, and appointed for his minister and tutor An- 
themiu9f one of the wisest men in the empire^ who had been 
a constant Iriand to St# Aphraates and St. ChrysosUnn. Saint 
Pokherla waa mUy -live yeaia old when she lost her mother, 
and nine when she l<iat her father ; but for her pnidenoe and 
piety she was, from her infancy, the miracle of the worl^. On 
the fourteenth of July in 414, though only fifteen years of 
age, site was declared, in the nnme of her young hrother, 
Augusta and partner with him in the imperial dignity, and 
charged with the care of his instruotion, though but two jom 
older than him« Her wisdom, oapacity, and sedatenesa, in 
which she for exoeeded any of her age, supplied her want 
of experience. To cuUiirate her brother's mind, and give him 
an education suitable to his rank, she placed al)oiit him the 
most learned and virtuous masters, and made it her first 
concern to instil into hiim sentiments of religion and piety, 
being sensible that all other qualifications are useless and 
oflen. dangeroas when not guided hj these prindples* She 
taught him to pray with great devotBon, to Imve the phiees 
of divine worship, and to have a great seal for the Catholic 
church and its holv doctrine. Whatever was valuable in that 
prince, was, under God, owing to Pulcheria, and if she did 
not make him greater, ail agree that^ nothing was wanting 
en her side* She also took eare of the eduoation of her two 
aarvifing ttsters, who, to the end of their lives, endeavoured 
to tread in her steps. 

Out of a motive of perfect virtue (not out of views of pru- 
dent policy lest suitors for marriage should embroil the state) 
•«t £fteen years of age she made a public vow of virginity, 
;iind induced her aistefs to do the same. They had a share 



thejr ate together, wcfe muted in all aols of devotkm and 
charity, ami what time waa not devoted to exerdses of piety, 
to useful studies, they exuployed in working tapestry or 
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embrotdeiy* Pulcheria only absentied herself when she was . 
obliged to attendi upon busiqess of the state, finding a soil- 
fade In the palace I6e1f. The penitential austerities which 

she practised, were such as seemed rather to <5iiit a recluse 
than one who lived iu a court. Men were denied entrance 
in ber's and her sisters' apartments ixik avoiding tlie least 
SDspicion or shadow oif danger $ and she never saw or spoke 
(o any man bot in pnblic places. The inrperial palace, tmder. 
her direction^ was as regular as a monastery. Upon all 
emergencies, in imitation of Moses, she consulted heaven by 
devout prayer ; then listened to the advice oi able counsel- 
lors before she took any resolution in matters of w^ght; 
The imperial oonncil was, through her discernment, com- 
posed of the wisest, most vlrtnous^ and most expenenced 
persons in the empire; yet, in deliberations, all of them 
readily acknow^ledged the superiority of her judgment and 
penetration. Her resolutions were the result of the most 
matttte. consideration, and she took care- herself that all 
orders should be executed with ineredflile expedition, though 
always in the name of her brother, to whom she gave the 
honour nnd reputation of all she did. She was herself well 
skilled in the Greek and Latin tongues, in history and other 
useful branches of literature; and was, as every one must 
be who is endowed with greatness of soal, and a jnst idea of 
the dignity of the human mind, the declared patroness of 
the sciences, and of both the useful and polite arts. Far from 
making religion subservient to policy, all her views and pro- 
jects were regulated by that virtue; and by this the happi- 
ness of her government was complete. ^She preivented by 
her prudence all revolts which ambition, jealousy, oi* envy 
might stir up to disturb the tranquillity of the church or 
state} bhe cemented a firm peace with all neighbouring 
powers, and abolished the wretched remains of idolatry in 
several parts. Never did virtue reign in the Oriental emphre 
witii greater lustre, never was the state more happy or more 
fiourishing, nor was its name ever more respected even 
among the barbarians, than whilst the reins of the govern*' 
meat were in the hands of Pulcheria. 
Tbftodoifais was twenty years old when it was thought 
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proper for him to marrj, and by the advice of Poklieria, 
he pitched upon Athenais, the daughter of an Ath&niaii 
philosopher, who had given her jun exceiient educatiou, 
l^ttl; had disinberiied her. Sbe came to comt to procor* 
his viU to be xoad^ i^oid on that accoont;, and, by her 
beauty, geaios, and unoomTDon accomplishments, ndaed 
the admiration of every one, insomuch that the emperor 
judged her most worthy to be made hh consort. She was 
£rst baptized^ for she had been brought up an idolater* Her 
name Athenais being derived from Athena or Minervf , she 
dumged it into t^Mit of Eodociai and Theodosins was married 
to her on t^he seventh of Jane 421 . Two years after, in 423, 
he declared her Augustn. 1 his marriage made no alleratioa 
in the state, the chief administration being still intrusted to 
Fulcheria, till the eunuch Chrysaphius, a great fa.voi}rita 
wkb fhe emperavt prepossessed fiitdgcia ag«inst her, vrfaa 
had been long mortified at the great swey her i^ister hfA f^ 
the goTerniment. Jn 481 Nestorius was condemned in tbn 
council of Ephesus. Chrysapjiius and l^udocia were inde- 
fatigable in their intrigues and practices to ruin i^uicheria^ 
and the emperor, (ly^hg^ misfortune was supine indolence, 
4Dd veakness of und^tandiog) after having been long deaf 
in their insinuations, at length was so far worked upon as 
tp give heartily into all lliat I hey said against^her. Upon their 
suggestion he sent an order to St. Flavian, bishop of Con- 
stantinople, to make her a deacooess of his church* Thii 
good prelate waited on the emperor,, and urged cogent rea* 
•ons against the proposal, iinding the prince resolutelji 
bent on the thing, he went home, promising to return ti) 
court at an np|)(jiiittd time ; but he first sent a private mes-» 
sage to PuJcheria, desiring her to take care to be out of the 
way. The princess understood bjr t^is hint the contrivance 
ofher enemies, and retired to a countiy^seat in tiie phiins of 
* ^ebdomon, with a resolution of spending the remainder of 
her days in silence and holy retirement. This happened in 
the year 447- The consecniciices oi" this l emoval were moa\ 
vu happy both to the empeior wd to the statq and ^hurch; 
for the eunuch and empress, out of revenge^ per^Hte4 
^itFkriaii, patroiused J^<jrG^, 4h«t tv^cmmib^ W^Ml''^ 
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had condemned^ and enpporfeed Dio^oonM and otiier Eatf- 
ehiant lo die most outrageons ads of fiiry and Tiolenoe in 
Lairocinale of Ephesnt in 449. llieododnd liimself was 

prevailed upon blindly to publish an edict, declanng an ap- 
probation of all these proceed liigs, and of the second council 
of Ephesus, as he styled tiie violent assembly of Dioscorut 
and the otlm* fiirions hereticB, usually called the Latrodnale 
4H* aMembly of robben« 

PUlcheiia looked upon her retreat as a finroar of heayen, 
and In it she consecrated all her time to God in prayer, con* 
templation, iind the exercise of good works. She made no 
complaints of her brother's inLi ititude, of the empress who 
owed every thing to her, or of their uujust aiinisters. Her 
desire was both to forget the world and to be forgotten by it, 
esteeming herself most haj^ in having no other business 
on her hands dian that of conrersing with Qod^ and medt<> 
fating on divine troths. Noting couldhaTe drawn her fropi - 
the pleasure she enjoyed in this sweet solitude but the dan- 
gers wliicli threatened the church and state, .ind < ornpnsrioii 
for her brother, whose credulity was so basely abused. See- 
ing at length impiety and malice carried to the highest pitch, 
nnd pressed by the letters of the holy pope St. Leo, she 
bbldty went to court, and having procured admittance, spoke 
in such a manner to the emperor, that^ upon the s]>ot, he 
opened his eyes, saw the brink of the preci])ice to w hich he ^ 
had been pushed by designing persons, disgraced Chrysa- 
phius, banished him into an island, and caused him there to 
be put to death. The emperor was thus happily disabused 
of his errors a little befbice his' death, which happened on 
flie twenty-ninth of July, in flie year 450, the fbrty-nuith of ' 
his age, and forty-first of his reign. His widow Eudocia - 
retu'ed into Palestine, where she ended her days. 

St. Puicheria, by the death of lier brother, remained mis- 
tress of the Eastern empire To strengthen her authority 
ahe chose a partner in the throne, who wais an excellent 
general, a wise statesman, very sealous Ibr flie Catholic fiotb, ' 
•OKoeeding inbrtuous, and partieakriy dharitable to the poor« 
His name was Mardan; he was a native of IllyricQm, and a 
widower. By a former nuumge had % dau|^hler uamed 



Digitized by Google 



'104 S. PULCllEKIA, V. EMPRESS; ^ [Sept. 10, 

Euphemia, who married ADdiemias^ afterward emperor of 
the West; Piilcheria, judging it might be of great advan- 
tage to the state, and enhance Marciau's credit and authori ty, 
proposed to rn any him, on condition she f>honld be ;it full 
liberty to preserve her vow of virgiDity. Marxian readily 
embraced the proposal ; and these two great souls gor^ned 
together like two friends who had in all things the same 
▼lews and sentiments/ which all centered in the ' advance- 
ment of religioi), ])ietv, and the public wenl. Tlicy received 
ffivourably, and with great joy, four k^gate-^ sent by St. Leo 
the Great to Constantmople^ and their zeal for the Catholic 
£ulth deserved the highest commendations of that pope^ and 

the general council of Chalcedoq, whichj undor their pro- 
tection, condemned fte Eaiychian heresy in 45 1; They did 
their utmost tu h i\ c the decrees of this synod executed over 
all the East, but met with great difficulties in Egypt and 
Palestine, from the obstinacy of tlie Eutychians in those 
parts. St. Pulcheria wrote herself two letters, one to certain 
monks, another to an abbess of nuns, in Palestine^ to con- 
vince them that the council of Chalcedon did not revive 
NestoriaTiisin, bnt condemned that error together with the 
opposite heresy of Eutyches,^.*^ i 

This great empress built many churches, and among these, 
three in honour of the Blessed Virgin, namely, that of Bla- 
guema, that of Chalcopratnm, and that of Hodegus/^ In 
this last she placeii a famous picture of the Blessed Vir- 
gin, which the empress Eiulocia had sent her froni Jerusa- 
lem, as the woi*k of St. Luke the Evangel ist.^^^ Historians 
assure vs that volumes wouM be required to sum up all the 
churches, monasteries, and especially the hospitals which 
St. Pukheria founded and richly endowed. After dispatch- 
ing public aOairs her whole employment was to pray, read 
good books, and visit and serve the poor with her own bands. 
Sozomen relates, that she was admonished by several visions 
to procure a solemn translation to be made of a cmisiderable 
part of the relicks of the forty martyrs, which she endoaed 
in a rich shrine. That historian, who was an eye-witness to 

# 

(>) Gone. Chalccd. par. 3. I« et yit* 8. Botbyn. p. S7.— <^ Du Ctofl^ Vm^nfi 
1. 4. e. 5, a. S7« <• Theodor^ Leetor. 1« 1« initio, et p. SSSt . 
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this ceremony, makes mention of the extraordinaiy devotion 
villi which^^the people applied dotlis and handkerchiefs to 
those rdicks.t*) This good empress having been all her Bfe 
tiie protectress of the churchf and the tender mother of the 
poor, she at her death gave to these letter, by her will, all 
^lier goods or private estates, which were very considerable iu 
different ])art.s of the eriipire. If we consider her creat ac- 
tions and heroic virtues, we shall be persuaded tliat tlie gi'eat • 
commendations which St. Prochis in his panegyric on her, 
St. Leo, and the general council of Chalcedon bestowed on 
this empress, were so ikr from being compliments or strains 
of eloquence, as to fiEill far short of her extraordinary merit, 
wliich no words can sufficiently celebrate. A little before 
lier death she had finished the court of the chnrch of Saint 
Xiaiirence, in her own, palace, which was of most excellent 
workmanship. S^ passed fi^om a temporal to an eternal 
fsrown.in 453, on the tenth of September, being sixfy-^eight 
years and some months old. Marcian punctually exeeuted 
her will in fh^our of the poor, and being enriched with the 
treasure of his devotion, almost boundless charities and trood j 
works, followed her to immortal biiss on the twenty-sixth of | 
January 457, aged threescore and five years, having reigned j 
six and a half* His memory is blessed for his virtues, and for 
the great services he did religion. Leo, a native of Thrace, | 
was chosen his successor in the empire. Both Latins and 
Greeks celebrate the feast of St. Pulcheria as of a holy vii trin. 
The learned pope r.enedict XIV. expresses a singulai^ veue- 
xation for her memory, 

« 

SS. NEMESIANTTS, FELTX, LUCIUS, ANOTHER FELIX, ' 

JJTTEUS, POLIANUS, VICTOR, JADIi:il, AND DA- 
TIVUS, BISHOPS; WITH MANY PRIESTS, DEAr 
CONS, AND OTHER COMPANIONS, PART JVIAR^ j 
TYRS, PART CONFESSORS, IJM NUMIDLA. ; 

In the first year of thc^ eighth general persecution, raised 
by Valerian^ St. Cyprian was bamshed by the proconsul of 

.<^>.8oMi.l.9.«.l, 
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Carfhage io Cumins* At the tune tiiyie the praMoit of 

Numidia,^''^ proceeded with more severity agaiost the Chris- 
tians, tortured many, and ailerward put several to barbarous 
deaths, and sent others to work in the mines, or rather in 
quarries of marble ; for Pliny tdlg ug there were no otber in 
Numidia. Out of this holy company some were ftequeodjr 
culled to he tormeDted afimh, w inlininaulylratdiered, whilst 
others oootinued their Ungeringt martyrdom io hntifi^r, naked- 
ness, and filtli, exhausted witli hard labour, and tormented 
with daily stripes, and perpetual reproaches and insults. Saint 
Cyprian wrote from the place ot' iiis banishment to comfort 
and encourage these gallant sufferers for their faitli.^^> He 
* tdUs them^ that heeiipg of their gikHioiu cooflicts he earnestly 
desired to wait upoii them io persooy and liaatea to their 
embraces; but was notable, being himself in banishment, 
and confined to the limits of tlie place appointed for him. He 
adds: Yet in heart and spirit I am with you , and my letter 
must perform tlie oiHce of my tongue, in expressing to you 
the joy of my soul fgr the ^ry of your virtues, and the 
share I reckon myself to have in it, thon^ not by a perd- 
eipation of your sufferings, yet, by the oomnmnion of dm- 
rity. It is impossible for me to be silent when I hear such 
glorious thin^ of my nearest and dearest friends, whom 
the favourable providence of God hath vouchsafed to ho- 
<^ nour with such e&ti:aordinary graces ; some of your happy 
company haring already attained the crown of martyrdom^ 
whilst others stay jet behind in bonds^ or in the mines^ 
and by the delay of their consummation, enoonrage our 
brethren to follow tlieir example, and to aspire after like 
■** honours with them. Their slow ami lingering torments 
enhance their crowns, and each day of their continuance 
in a state of suffering will entitle them to a distinct reward* 
That oar liord should prefer you to the highest honoars. 



£;"ovemor amwng the Roment in- 
ferior to a proconsul, but who bad power 
of life and death* was styled « preSdent. 
Biidi msths noBaa goveriMir of Pales- 



one f)rocon8ul, who residecl at Carthage, 
and commanded io what was called the 
Proviaee or proooiuular Afiriea, Tht 
other diitrifta M pfciltati* 
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I fiHnifyt vmidery rnnce y^a bove all along pioceedfd in 

"one regular and uniform course of faifh and obedience; 

^*and the church hath ever found yon peaceable and (ii derlj 
membera, diligent and faithful ja tXic charge committed to 

"you ; careful alwi^B of tbe poor; ligoroiu and constant 

^ in ddhooe of the tmtk | firm and strict in your observance 
of he^r disdpKne:" fvw. never giving into the fcction of 

those who encouraged unreasonable relaxations :) " and, to 
crown your other virtues you now by your example lead 

*' on tho rat of our hradirou to martyrdom. — As to the en- 

" trance yoa made upon your gallant confbssion by being 
beaten vitb dabt^ Cbriatians sbould not sbrinic at a dnb^ 

" who have all their hopes founded in the wood of the cross, 

" by which they were redeemed unto life- c ternal. A servant 
of Christ discerns in wood a figure of his salvation^ and. 

^ embraces in it the instrument by which he is preferred • 
to the martyr^s ^017* They have manacled your feet witb 
fetters marked with infamy ; but they cannot reach your 
souls : and that iron sits ratlier as an ornament upon per- 
son? devuicii to God. Hnppy are the feet so bound, which 

''are moving forward in ihrir blc«sed journey to paradise.—* 
You have iiothiog but the ground to receive your weary 
limbs after the labours of tb« d^y ; but surely yon will not 

^'aocount it a punishment to lie on the ground with your 
master Christ. Your bodies are loathsome and nasty for 

" want of bathing i ''^ but your spirits are cleaased in the 
inuer man^ proportionably as the flesh of the outer suffers 
tbrough durt and iHh. Your bread ia poer and scanty | 

^ but man doA not live by bread alone, but by the word of 

"God. You are in want of clothing to keep out the cold ; 

" but he who hath put on Christ is abundantly clothed and 
adorned. The hair of your head^ when half ot it is shaved^ 
liath a dismal and ignominious aapect;^^^ but nothing can 
misbeoome a head^ renowned for its adberenoe to Christ. 

^ IIow will all these deformities^ whidh make such a shock-* 



M Ficquent bathing was oec^sary be> 
[om Um civdiiMry use o( lio^n, «tpMiany 
i« bat eoontries. On its aUvwUtafM Aod 
coQditkiDi* tee Sir John Fkycr» &e. 



C*) They were thut lerved at the minee, 
Ac. Oiat if tbey AaaH eeeapt, ttiey nlgit 
be found out. See Biehep FaMy maA 

^Am. 1.^11 tUiA 
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*^ in^i appe.n ance in the eye of the Gentile wnrJd, he recom- 
<^ peiised ia eternal glory witk houours proportionable to 
« your disgrace ! Neither can your religion suffer, even from 

that hard oircuiiistaDoe) that the priesta among yott have 
^* not the Hberty^ nor ihe opportnnitj to offer, and^jeleb^^ta 

the divine sacrifice but you present* yourselves victims 
**,to God with the sacrifice of a contrite and humbled heart, 

which he will not despise, and which you cease not to offer 

day and night." 

The hfAy arohbiahop goes on pathetically enconraging the 
ooafesapra to take the onp of s^lvaticMi with readiness and ala- 
crity, and to receive with, courage and constancy that death 
which is precious in the aigHt of God, who graciously looks 

down upon then* coiiiiict, approves and assists their ardour, 
and crowns them w^hen victorious, recompensing the virtues 
which himself hath wrought ia them. That great saint puts 
them in mind that their crowns would be multiplied by. all 
those whom their courage should excite to virtue. *^ Ac- 
cordingly/' says he, ^* a great number of cnir lay-brethren 
f* have followed your example, have confessed our Lord, and 
stand thence entitled to a crown with you ; as being united 
to you in the bonds of an invincible charity, and not suf- 
fering themselves to be divided from their bishops, either 
in the mines, or in the prison* Nor are you without the 
" company of tender virgins, who move forwards to their 
*^ crown with the doubled title of virgins and martyrs. Even 
the courage of children hath approved itself beyond their 
age, and the glory of their confession hath surpassed their 
years ; so that your blessed troop of martyrs hath each age 
and sex to adorn it. How strong, my beloved brethren^ 



Tliis privilege of celebrating the eu- 
cliarist or mass had not been denied the 
confessors iuprisoD iu the iurmcr Decian 
penectttNNit or at leMt it was enjoyed by 
them by stc^tb. For St. Cyprian ordered 
tliat n priest and a deacon should atteod 
upon tbem to offer the holy eucbarist 
•Teiy day in all tbeir prisons, but that the 
deamn and priett sbould^avevy day IfB 
cluuaged, that by beiof new faces and 
penoos they might not l)a obsem4« The 



holy eucharist wns nlso received hy the 
confessors everj' day. (ep, 5. n. 2. ed. 
O&uii.) Su Cyprian^ who then onued 
rnlastt and deacoos to eelcftrata heSom 
lay-confessors, aod to aommunicate then 
every day with danger of their own lives, 
was not able in the persecution of Vft> 
lerian tor contrive any meaos foe these 
biahopa and pciactt to eakibnjte 
selves, or to l|ai^ otiMH 

t. 
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id even immt iiie selise of ydur Tlctoiy I HoW Joyful must 
it to you to coostd^ that eaoli of you stand in readiness 

U) receive the promised recompense at the hands of God: 
" that you are secure or tlie issues oi l Ue last judgmeflt: that 
Christ attbrdeth you his gracious presence, and rejoiceth 

' to see the fortitude and patience of his servants who foUow 
^ hifrsteps to their joy and crown. Yon live in daily expec- 
'Station of heing dismissed to your proper home, to your 
lieavtMil v liabitation,'* &c. The confessois thanked Saint 

1 Cypriau lor his letter, which, they say, had alleviated their 
Stripes and hardships, and rendered them insensible of thoae 
aottome exhalations with which the plaeeof their canfinement 
tbonnded. They tell him, that by glcHionsIy confessing hia 
faith in the proconsul's court, and going before them into 
banishment, he had sounded the charge to them, and animated 
all the soldiers of God to the coa^ct« They conclude begging 
his prayers, and say : *^ Let us ankt one another by our 
<^ prayers, that 6od and Christ, and the whcde choir of angels 
" may lend us their favourable succour when we shall most 

I ** want it."^** This glorious company of saints is couaine* 
morated on this day iu the Homau Martyroiogy. 

■ 

ST.FINIAN, CALLED WININ BY THE WELCH, B.C. 

' He w.js born in Ireland about the beginning of the sixth 
century, trareiletl abroad for his spiritual improvement, and 
returning home, founded the monastery of Maghbile. Ha 
ivas at lengtli chosen bishop, and since his happy death, ia 
hononred as. chief patron of Ulster in Ireland. See Colgan, 
Usher, aud Britannia Saucta. 

Sr.^ALYIUS, BISHOP OF ALBI IN LANGUEDOC. 

'He was the* seventh bishop of Albi, which see had been 
ftftunded by St. Clams, who is said to have suffered martyr- 

dom in the third acre, and who is honoured the first of July. 
Bttbre this he had been employed in the first odices of ma* 



(9 Ep^ 77. inter >pv|^rianieat, e<L Otm. Z 
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gistnK^ ia the pronnce ; but fiii Idre Ibt rdtifemeftt^ and 

the df»sire of being wholly freed from the distractions which 
impede a constant union witli God, irulticed liim to embrace 
the monastic state^ ia which he exhibited an example of piety 
to his brethren, who afterward chose liim for their abbot. 
He chieflj confined himself to a cell at a distance from the 
rest. Here, being seised by a yiolent fierer, he grew ao ill, 
that he h\y for dead in tlie opinion of all about him. Indeed 
the saint himself was always persnaded that he really died, 
and was restored to life by a miracle ; be that as it will^ he 
was soon alter taken from hk retreat, and placed in the aeo 
otAM. He liml as anstere as ever, and eonsianfly reAuad 
the iHPesente that wers made biro $ bnt, if any thing m w B < 
forced upon him, he. on the spot di^tribnted the whole among^ 
tiie poor. The patriei,'n\ ^louuiiuias having taken a great 
numberof prisoners at x\lbi, the saint followed, and redeemed 
them all« Salvias flourished in the reigns of Gentran, Chil* 
debert, andChilperio : he withdrew the last cf these prinees 
f mm an error he«liad fldlen into conoeming the Trinity. In * 
the eighteenth year of his episcopacy, an epidenuc disorder 
made great havock among his flock : at this season of peril, 
it was in vein his friends advised him to be careful of his 
bealtli $ anhnalnd with a teal, unwearied as it was undaunted^ 
lie flew eirery where he thwght Us presence necessary. He^ 
visited the sick, comforted them, and exhorted them to pre- 
pare for eternity by the practice of such good works as their . 
condition admitted. Perceiving that bis last hour was near, ^. 
he ordered his coflin to be made, changed iiis ilLothes, .aii4' 
prepared himself with a moat edifying fetirMr, ttpgem 
before God. He did not long surfire the syivod of Brennsie, - 

at which he assisted in 580. See the iionian Mariyrolog^, 
St. Greg, of Tours, and the GralUa Christ. Nova, 1. 1« p* $. 



(^) The following extract is taken from 
a MS. of Count de Buuilain-villiers, which 
Ids fanlly carefully preserm in the cattle 
•rai.6iirtc *<Tlie tltlci4)ft]MtBtUo» 

pditan of Rouen prove that about the 
year and neir a century afttrr, there 
Was a pla'jf in the forest of Briy, t onsp- 
crated to the memoiy aad honour oi haiut 



VVbetlier this saint ^'^as bishop of Albior 
AoaiooSf or even vrheiher be was aoj 
nom tban a tiennit» whoae p^nttancMI 
fife M iMth flprifledtnr dim iiiir«elc% 

k what must remain onaecided ; the me- 
mory of these facts beings entirely lost. 

There remain however formal proofs, of 
^t, Salvias being a Solitary » m an ancient 



Mfiii^ mho bad beoa « Mtaiy thnv. * JfS. fran ttn to lixhrnidred years, wbUk 
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SEPTEMBER XL 

SS.PROTUS AND HYACINTH US, MM. • 

The saints whose victory ihe cliurcli commemorates on this 
day tire honoured amorm: the most illustrious martyrs that 
ennobled Rome with their blood, when the emperors oi th« 
world attempted, with the whole weight of their powefv ^ 
ofosh the Ihtie Bock ci Christ. Their efntvph^ among the 
works of pope DaioasnSy calls them brothers, end inlbniis 
MSy that Hyacinthns sastained the first conflict, hut that 
Protiis obtained his crown before him. They are said, in 
t1ie Ac ts of St. Eugenia, to hare been eunuchs .and retainers 
to that virtuous lady and martyr, w1k> is honoured on the 
twenty-fifth of December. Their martyrdom, and that of- 
Eugenia^ is placed in these acts under Valerian, in 257» hnt 
tiie Liberian Calendar assures os, that 8t. BasiUa, who s eems 
to have been a companion of St. Eugenia, received her crown 
on the twenty-second of Septemher, in the persecution of 
Dioclesian, in 304, and was buried on the Salarian Way, 
St* Avitus of Yienne^ about the jear 600, Tortunatas, and 



MiiUdns tbe oAceof bis feast. lU li ilso 

reprpsented in a pane of ^la<;s in an an- 
cient subterraneous chapel in the dress 
of a hermit, on bis knees, praying with 
hbluMMltciteiided. The devotion of tlw 
people wlio visited the church or chapel 
which was huilt wliere his liprmitag^e 
etood, was supported *by miracles and ex- 
tiaordinaiv aires, which the divine power 
wrought Uiere, Imomtteh that the repu- 
tation of it went very far. Some houses 
were Iniilt in the neighbourhood for the 
convenience of pilgrims ; but the nature 
of the country rendered it inacoessible, 
tnd tito bonvr of tfat awnitaesy tag^ 



meoted by the wMdt which covered t hem, 
hindered the projrre*!'! of the establish* * 
mcnt, which the piety of particulars 
might have otherwise founded. The ca* 
ttoot of Roocn were el the wpenit ef 
clearin>; some of the more accessible 
lands for thr subsistence of the priestSp 
who th?re j*eriormed the divine ofiicej 
and this is the first origin of the paridi 
of St. Saire, and the foundation of the 
kmMlip, wbicb the chapter of Rouen pot-' 
se^«:e<? there." This village-' is abmit a 
K ?.;:;ue and nn half from the tittle towa 
uf NeuchaUi iu Brty. 



* 



\ Digitized by Google 



112 SS- PttOTCrS, Ac. MM. [Sqjt. 11. 

others, make mention of St. £ugenia,among the most cele- 
brated virglos and martyrs.^*^ The ancient calendar^ drawn 
up in the pontificate of Llberius, mentions the festival of 
SS. Protns and Hyaciiithus on the eleventh of September, 
as eelebrattd at their to nib on the old Sal&rian Way, in the 
cemetery of Basilla, who lay buried at some distance. Her 
name ought rather to be writ Bassilla, as it is in the Libe* 
rias Calendar $ for it is derived from Bassus. This ceme- 
tery was afterward comprised under that of St« Priscillay who 
was buried not far off on tlie new Salarian Way/*^ Saints 
Protus and Hyacinthus .ire honoured in the sacramentary of 
St. Gregory, in the ancient Martyrology, published bjr 
F. Fronto, and in those of Bede, Usoaid^ Yandelbert, &c. 
Pope Damasus, in removed the earth which hid the 
tomb of these two martyrs fW>m the view of the fisdthfiil; 
iind, during hispoutiiicate, a priest, named Thcodurus, built 
over it a church, as appears from an ancient epitaph pub- 
lished by Baronius. Anastasius relates, that pope Symma- 
obus afterward adorned it with plates and vessels of silver* 
Vope dement YIII. in 1592, caused the sacred remaina of 
SS. Protus and Hyacinthus to be removed from this church 
into the city, and to be deposited in the church of St. John 
Baptisly belonging to the Florentines; of which transktion 
an account is given us by Sarazanius^ an eye-witness, in his 
notes on the poems of pope Damasus, A considerable port 
of their relicks was given to the Benedictia abbey at Mulin* 
lieiin, now called Saligunstat (?*. e. seat of the blessed) in the 
diGce«?s of Mentz, in 829, as iia'uhard and others relate; 
pai't to the church of St, Vincent at Metz, about the year^ 
972, &c. See Perier the Bollandist, t. 2. Sept p. jBt. Pope 
Damasus's poems, carm. 27* p« 74. Tillemont, Persecut* de> 
Valerian, art* 6* 

What words can we Hud sufHcieiiily to e^Aol the heroic 
virtue, and invincible fortitude of the martyrs 1 JThey stood 
out against the f ary of those lyrants whose arms had sub- 

0) Avit. de Virgin, p. 1319^— Basius and Aringlu, Ruma Subterran. L 3. c. 30* 
l»4.e.S4.sr« 
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filled the taoet distant nations ; to whose yoke almost the 
wh<^e known world was suhject« and whose power hoth kings 
and people revered. They, standing alone, without any 

. preparation of war, appeared undaunted in the presence of 
those proud conquerors, who seemed to thitik that the very 
earth ought to bend under their feet* Armed with virtue and 
divine grace, they were an oyer- match for all the powers o^ 
the world and hell ; they Ibught with wild heaits^ fires, and 
t words I with intrepdi^ and wonderful cheeiAilness they, 
braved the inost cmel torments, and hy humility, patience, 
meekness, and constancy, baffled all enemies, and triumphed 
over men and devils. How glorious was the victory of such 
an invincible virtue! Having before our eyeis tlie examples 
of so many holy saints, are we yet so dastardly as to shrink 
under temptations^ or, to lose patience under the most ordi** 
nary trials? 

ST. PAPHNUTIOS, B. C. 

The holy confessor Paphnutius was an Egyptian, and after 
baving spent several years io the desert, under the direction 
of the great St. Antony, yras made bishop in Upper Tliebaist 
He was one of those confessors who, under the tyrant Maxi* 

min Daia, lost their right eye, and were afterward sent to 
work in the mines. Sozomeii and Theodoret add, that his 
left ham was cut; by which we are to understand that the 
sinews were cut so as to render the left leg entirely useless. 
£usehius takes notice, that this punishment was inflicted on 
many Christians in dmt hloocty reigti. Peace being restored 
to the church, Paphnutius returned to his flock, bearing all 
the rest of his life the glorious marks of his sufferhfigs for Oie 
name of his crucified master. The Arian heresy being 
broached in Egypt, he was one of the most zealous in de- 
fending the Catholic faith, and for his eminent sanctity, and 
the glorious tiitle of confessor, (or one who had confessed 
the ^th before the persecutors, and under torments) was 
highly considered in the great council of Nice. Constantine 
the Great, during the celebration of that synod, sometimes, 
conferred privately with iiim in' his palace, and never dis* 
. ^VoL. IX* H 
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missed liim without kissing respectfiilly the plmse wliere the 

eye he had lost for the faith was once situated. 

The fathers of the couik il of Nice, in the thii tl canon, 
ftrictly forbid all clergymen to entertain ia their houses any 
womao, except a mother, aunt, sister, or such as optdd leay^ 
BO room for suspidon/'^ Socratas^^^ and So2omen<^ rdate, 
tfiat the bbhops were for making a general la^, foHiiddtng aU 
hishopsj priests, deacons, and snbdeacons, to live with wives 
^hom they had married beiure their ordination ; but that the 
confessor Paphnutius rose up in tlie midst of the assembly and 
opposed the mfotion, saying, that it was enough to conform to 
the ancient tradition of the church, which forbade the dergy 
marrying after their ordination. These authors add, that the 
wholecouncilcameintohis way of thinking, and uiade nonev^ 
law on that point. On account of the silence of other writers, 
and on the testimonies of St. Jerom, St. Epiphanius, and 
others, Bellarmin and Orsi^^^ suspect that Senates and So* 
somen were miaD£>med in fhiastofjr.^ There is^ however. 



C»> On ttceoont of tiiis ctiMa St. BMil 
Would not nifiSer a certain priflst to keep 
k woman servant who was eevttlty years 

old. St. Basil, ep. 55. t, 3. 

It is indeed certain, that though 
the modern Greeks are content tp forbid 
. ttaf jnwB to nutfiy Asir ofdioap* 
tiont and do not udude from Orders 
those that are married before, yet the 
ancient discipline of the Greek church 
%j|S ooutrar^y aud the saiue with thai 
ol tbe Iittin* . St Jeimn and St. Epipba- 
Mbs Vcmd before SocratM| tile former 
assures us, (adv. Vigilant, p. 281.) that 
the churches of the East, of Kprypt, and 
of Komej took none for clerks bat such 
•as were contioent, or if tbej bad wives, 
Itfcdatiltbf^yhadnona. TbeieaRtbe 
,lhree great patriarchates, Rome, Afexai>- 
dria, and Antioch ; for this last is what 
be calls the East. St. Epiphanius gays 
(H^res. 59. Cathar. a. 4.) that be who 
'fcta bean ■arriod but onaa k net tA' 
mmu ta be a deao»n» priest, bishop, or 
9ubdf>acon, whilst his wife is dive, unless 
ab rt ai i ltd fnm Jwk) cspaateUy. in 



fboie p1a«seB wliarelJia einons ara axactly 
observed. He ol^lMtt to binudf, that in 

certain places some of the clergy bad 
children. To which he answers ; ** This 
is not done according; to the canon, but 
tbrougli sloth and uegUgence, or on ac- 
count of the mniatude of the people^ 
and because other {>ersoni are not found 
for those functions.' 

This law was evidently in force in 
Egypt i fur Syncsius, when chosen bishop 
of Qrreoa or Ptdemais, hoped to pat a 
bar to bit flnfination 1^ alleting (cp. IS. 
p. 248.) that he would not be separated 
from his wife. He was, notwithstanding, 
ordained bishop; whether this law was 
dispensed with* or whether* as is most 
probable^, ba' afterward complied with it 
Socrates indCeodsaya* tbit customs varied 
in this article in some pnrts; that he 
had seen in Thessaly, that a clerk is ex- 
communicated if he cohabited with Ui» 
wtCa»tboncb ba bttl married ber befoit 
bk ordBnation ; and that tbe same cdf. 
tom was observed in Macedoo and Greece; 
ibat in^tba Bmi tbat nita w»9 ceoccaliy 



I 
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nothing repugnant in the naiiration s fot it might seem nnad'^ 
tiseable to ma'ko.too severe a law at that tihie against some 
married men, who, in certain obscure churches, might have 

been ordained without such a condition. St. Paphnutias 
reiiiained always in a close union with St. Athanasius, and 
the other Catholic prelates. He and St. Potamon, bishop 
of Heradea, with forty-^seven other Egyptian bishops^ ac« 
companied their holy patriarch to the cOirncil of lyre, iqi 
335, where they found much the greater part of the niem* 
hers who composed tliat assembly to be professed Arians. 
Paphnutius seeing Maximus^ bishop of Jerusalem, among 
them, and full of concern to find an orthodox prelate who 
had solfered in the late persecntion^ in sach bad company^ 
took him by the hand, led him out, and told him, he oonld 
nut see that one who hoic the same marks as he in defence 
of the faitb^ should be seduced and imposed upon by persons 



observed, though without the oliliEjation 
of ail express law. St. Jerum aud Saji)t 
£pipbantiu wera cerUinly better in- 
fmad cf tb» ctnoM and diaeipline of 
the church of Syria and Palestine^ wbere 
they both spent part of their lives, th:^n 
the Constantinopolitan lawyer coulil ; 
vhose relation is rejected hy 6oroe, who 
think it not recondlable with their 
tettimonyy though the fhot is not a point 
of such importance as some who misre- 
present the relalion^ seem desirous to 
make it. 

The ceUbacy 'of the cl«rg>' is merely 
iB codealastkal law, tboogb perfectly 
tonformable to the spirit of the gospel, 
and tloubtlpss deiived from apostles, 
lo the modern Greek church a married 
man is not compelled to quit bis wife 
bsfort be can bo admitted to ordei% 
thoofii this was the ancient disclpllna of 
the oriental, no less than of the western 
churches. However, this rule, though 
established by e&press canons ta the 
principal churches^ yet» for some time 
(as Soerates was well InlbrBBcd) was, in 
certain places, a law only of contDui. 
St. Epipbanlus tells iis, that contrary 
examples were abuses, unless they were 
done by express dispensation, necessary 
wheie nUniatars were scarce | and Ho- 
hfMt was aonitlMi mad fegr tlw faapk 



in the choice of persons the best qualified 
auiong thr converts that were eng:aged 
iu a state of wedloclc. Nor eould the 
law of celibacgr fat imposed on nsarriod 
persons, but fay the v(«ltifi(ary consent 
of the parties. Yet such dispen-^^tiong 
were not allowed in any of tht^ principal 
churches. Socrates should have called 
contrary examples, wbere a d Ispensa t i Ott 
bad not been granted, abuses, had ka 
been as well iuformed as St. Kpiphanins 
and St.Jerom. See Stjltitig Di«;<?. ante 
Tomum 3. Septcmbris, § B. p. 13, 14. 18. 
In Gaul, Urbicus, bishop of Clermont, in 
the fae0oningr of the fbnrtb oantory* wltar' 
had formerly been a senator, after his 
orfiin.niofi returned to hi? T^ife; Hut to 
expiate this transgression retired into a 
nioiiasteiy; and» aftei doing penance 
there, retuiMd to tlie govonineat of Mi 
dioress, as St. Gregory of TVittfs relates. 
(Hist. I. 1. c. 39.) All agree that this 
prov« the law to have bfen observed In 
Gaul. A lilce example demonstrates 
the same law in the Eastern churches, 
Fbr AntionlmiB, bishop of Bpfaasus, wtt 
accused beToie St. Chrysostom amcMlig 
other th'uii^s to have cohabited with his 
wife vvliora be had left at his ordiriation, 
as i'<iliadfus mentions iu vita S. Chxy- 
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Ibat were resolved to oppress the most strenuous assertor of 
8s fimdamenlal article. He then let lum into tiie wkole 
plot of fhe Ariam, wlllcl^ tiU tliat nioment, had been e 
to the good bishop of Jerosaleni, who was by this means put 
upon his guard against the crafty insiniiatioiis of hypocrites, 
and iixed for ever in the commimion of St. Athanasius. We 
hare no particular acooant of the death of 8t. Faphnutiusj; 
hot his name stands In the Boman Martyroli^ on ihe de* 
▼enth of September. See Stilting, p. 778, 

ST. PATIBNS, AECHBISHOP OF LYONS» C. 

Gkid, by an admirable effiret of his holy providenee^ was 
-pleased to raise vp this holy prelate, for ^ eomfort and 

support of his servants in Gaul, under the calamities with 
%vhicii that country was afflicted duiing great part of the fiftlx 
century. For his extraordinary virtues he was placed in the 
archiespisoopal cbair of Lyons some time hefore the year 
470: many thinks soon after flie death of St. Eucherina hi 
450.<'> By the digmiy of his see he was metropolitan of the 
province called the Second of Lyons; hut lie diirused the 
effects of his boundless charity over all the provinces of Gaul. 
Providence wondeii'ully multiplied his revenues in ins bandt^ 
to furnish hhn with abundant supplies to build a great nnm- 
ber of rich and stately eborcbes^ to repair, adorn, ttiid em* 
belUsh many old ones, and to fbed the poor hi fbe greatest 
part ot the towns in Gaol, as St. ApoUinaris-Sidonius assures 
U6.<*^ That illustrious cotemporary prelate, and friend of 
our saint declares, that he knew not which to admire and 
prwse more in him^ his seal for tbe divine honour, or his 
chari^ for the poor. By his pastond solidtude and assidn<- 
ous sermons many heretics were converted to the faith, and 
the Catholic church every day enlarged its pale. A great 
field was opened to the holy prelate for the exei*cise of his 
Steal ; for the Burgondians, who were at that time masters 
ol the cily of Lyons, were a brutish and savage nation^ and 

I, k 

(1) 8€t taiiaioet* Bin. Bed* t, IS. p. US. t. l^/ p. 97.— («) Apoll. mdaa^ I 9. 
«p< 10. L 6* <p. SS* <t IS* 
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infected with fb» hereaied of the ArlAns and Vliotiniansr- 

St. Patiens found the secret first to gain thetr hearts, and 
afterward to open their understandings, convince them of 
the truth, and draw them out of the abyss of their errors. • 
The forty-eightli sermon among those attributed to Euse- 
hm of Emiia, which is ascribed bgr the learned to our saint^ 
is a confdtatioii of the Photmian and Aran heresies»<*> By 
order of St. Fatiensy Constantiusi a priest among his cler|^^ 
wrote the life of St. Germanus of Auxerre, which work he 
dedicated tu our saint, and to Censuriua ut" Auxerre, Alj 
pastoral virtues shone in an eminent degree in this apostolic 
bishops says St. Apollinaris Sidonius. lAk^ anpthei: Api- 
brose^ he knew how to join severity with compas^OD^ find 
activity with pradence and discretion. He seems to have 
died aboot the year 4SO^^ His name is honoured on the 
eleventh of September, in the Roman Martyrology. See 
Apollinaris Siduiuiis, Tiliemunt^ Dom Rivet^ Hist* Liter* de 
la France^ t. 2. p. 504. 



W See GaU. Cbr. Vet. a fntribtit 



1. 1. 



(*) Easebius, bishop of Emisa, (other- 
wise called Apamea, Haniv aad at pre> 
■tot Hnatf upon the Oioiitai* in Syria, 
tbirty-miles from Aleppo) was 1 nked 
with the Setni-Arians, and flourished 
in 540. It is acreed that the booiUies 
poblkbed uoder Us vwm^mnmMf 
I «r GaUieMi pnliMi ia tlis 



>iy age« of that cborch. Several 
•eem to bdo^^ to Sc. Patiens, to whom 
Mirvtts, (Audor. de Scriptor. BecAei. 

c. 118.) Papirias MassoD, and tiM 
Jesuit Tboopliilus Raynaudus ft. 8« 
p. think the Acu of ^5t. Geaetiui 
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SEPTEMBER XH. 



ST. £ANSWID£, V. ABBESS. 

* 

Awn life ia Qt^tfmi nother lf&SI» hf Ra^ Poeklaadi Harptfiek), hbc. 7* 
c 10. Alford*« AaiNilfi t. 9. p. 640. Lambert's P^immb. of Kent, foU 1$0» 
Nariift. rat. de SS« AngL qaiete* Hidut^ Thetaur* liny. SiB|it. Din. Bp. p. 1 15k 

Seyeuth Age* 

St. Ethsjlbert, the first Chiistiaa king among the English^ 
wa9 succeeded in the kingdom , of Kent by his 8on Eadbald^ 
who, tfaongh he was at first an impious and idolatrous prince, 
became a^erward a zealous Christian^ and a fervent peni* 
tent, as appears from his religious foundations, and from 
the letters which were addressed to him by the popes. Hia 
daughter Eanswide added lustre to her birth by the eminent 
aaiictily of her life. The great truths of our holy reHgion 
sunk so deep in her tender heart, that, from her infancy, her 
whole dcliglu was in prayer and the love of God. Hence 
she depised the world, and all its foolish vanities and amuse- 
ments. She rejected all proposals that tended to engage 
her in marriage, fearing the duties of that state, though 
good and just in themselves, would interrupt her darling 
exercises of devotion and heavenly contemplation. Having 
by perseverance and Inipoi tiinity obtained, at length, her 
father's consent, she founded a monastery of nuns upon the 
searcoast, hard by Folkstone in Kent. Here she sacrificed 
the A0ections of her heart to her heavenly Spouse, night and 
day in penanoe and prayer, till she was called to rest from 
her labours on the last day of August, in the seventh cen- 
tury. The sea having afterward swallowed up part of this 
fiiiary^ the nunnerjy was removed tp f oUutpne, and the 



Digitized by GoogI( 



Sept. 12.] S. GUY, Ct 119 

saint's relicks were deposited in that church which had been 
built by her father, king Eadbald, in honour of St. Peter; bu^ 
after this transhition of her relicks, was often known by her 
•name. St;£an8wide was fiunous for many mtrades; her 
chief festival in the En^sh Calendar was kept on the twelfkh 
of September, probably the day of the translation of her re* 
licks, or of the dedication ui some church in her honour. 

Holy retirement, perfect purity of mind and body, and the 
uninterrupted exercise? of heavenly contemplation and prayer, 
are then only great and excellent virtues, when founded in 
sincere humility, and improved by divine charity. By neg- 
lecting this, many may so quit theworld, and embrace a severe 
course of life, as only to be "martyrs of the devD, by seekmg 
themselves even in the things they have ren6anced. The 
saints who made this sacrifice to God, were alwavs solicitous 
to render it complete, and they shewed themselves more 
perfect as they saw more and more their own spiritual po- 
verty, and continually aspired with the utmost ardour after 
greater perfection; for, as St. Bernard remarks, nd one is 
perfect but in proportion to the fervour ^th which he 
labours to become more so', aiid to the sincere hnmflity 
wherewith he sees liow l.n he falls short in every duty, and 
how much he is a slothiui and unprohtable servant* 

r 

» t 

I a 

N 

. ST. GUY, C: 

tnm hii Bfe In Soritu; also Mineas^ In hit Fiiti, aii4 Anaafei, Gnnny* in Bcik* 
dlA, p. 10. and particularly in 8anilenii» in Cfaron. Brabant, at Lad ^Mmi^ 
taet 41*41. TbaBollandiits, t S. 8qit.p.86!» 

Ahout A. D. 1012, or rather .1033. 

St. Guy, in Latin Qtuido, commonly called. The Poor Maa 
of Anderlecht, was bom the country near Brussels^ of 
mean parentoi but both vtxj TirtnooBy cdnsegueaily coiii«|it 

\ 
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mni luppjr In dieir 0ta|ioii, TJiey were npt aUe to gLv^ 
their Mm e tchool edacatioa, nor did they on tbat acoount 

repine, but redoubled their diligence in instructing him 
early in the rii dim tuts of the Christian doctrine, and in all 
the max:im$ of our holy religion, often repeating to him the 
leison which oldToby gave his son: We shall be ridi enough 
if we fear God/' But theh* own example was the most 
powerful constant instruction, and inspired bim more strongly 
than words rould do, with the Christian spirit of humility, 
meekness, and piety, and with a tear of Grod animated by 
Gharity^ which is fruitful in all manner of good works. Gujp 
His cradle serious, obedient, mild,' patient, docile^ 
find an enemy to the least sloth. He conceived the highest 
&eiisc of all religious duties, and was inured, both by his 
parents* care, and by liis own fervour, to the practice of 
them. The meanness ot his condition much deli^^hted him 
as soon as be jras Qt ai| age to knovr its yalue. He re|oioed 
fo see ]|im.s^lf plac^ ii^ ^ f tate which Christ had chosen for 
Jiiinself. This conformity to his ZHvine Master, who lived 
^nd died in extreme poyerty, and the liuMii]iatior\ insepa- 
jnal^i^ ^om his (^nditipn, were very pleasing to him^ apci it 
was bis chief care to make use of (he advantages it afiqrded 
him for the exercise o^ all l^eroic.yirtuiss. {le shi^we^ |sp 
the rich and the great ones of the world, all possible respect, 
but never envied or coveted their fortunes, and sighed sin- 
cerely t0 5^e men in all states so eagerly wedded to the goods 
of the earth, which tb0y so much over-rate. When he met 
with ppor peraons who grieved to see themselves such, be 
exhorted them not to lose by murmiiring, impatience, and 
unprofitable inordinate desires, the treasure which Grod put 
intp their hands. The painful labour, haid.sliips, inconve- 
niencie^, and humiliations, to which his condition exposed 
idm, he looked upon its most predous advantages, being 
fensible ihfd ihp poyerty whidh our Bedeemer chose, was 
not sudi a one as even worldlings would desire, abounding 
w itli all the necessaries and comforts of life, but a poverty 
which is accompanied with continual privatiotis, sufferings, 
and denials of the gratificatibons of the senses. The great 

{pone which Christ ienomcw ag^nst riches^ regards th^ 



inordinate pleasure that U sought in the abundance of earthly 

goods, and in Uie delights of sense. 

St. Austin says, that-God ranks among the reprobate, not 
only those who shall have received their comfort on earth, 
but also those who shall have grieved to be deprived of it, 
This was the misfortune which Guy dreaded. In order to 
preserve himself fWim it, he never ceased to beg of God the 
grace to love the happy state of poverty, in which divine pro- 
- vidence had placed hini, and to hear all its hardships with , 
joy and perfect resiornntion, in a spirit of penance, without 
which all the tribulations of this world are of no advantage 
fbr heaven« The charity which Guy had for his neighbour 
was not less active than his love of mortification and penance. 
He divided his morsel with 'the jioor, and often fed them 
whilst he fasted himself. He stole fVom himself some hours 
every day to visit the sick, and carried to them all that he was 
able. At his labour he was faithful and (Ijlliient ; and a spirit 
of prayer sanctified all his actions. Such was his life even in 
hi^ youth* As virtue is infinitely the most precious inheri- 
tance that parents can leave to their children, his father and ^ 
mother entertaineid, as much as was in their power, this lich 
stock of l>ioas inclinations which grabe had planted in their 
son, and daily begged ol God to preserve and increase in that 
innocent heart the holy fire which he himself had kindled. 
Their prayers were heard : Guy's early virtues, by diligent 
iBUlture and exercise, grew up with him to greater strength ^ 
and maturifjr, and advanced more and m0re towards per<» 
fection* 

As Guy was one day prayingin the church ofburLady at La- 

keij, a mile from Brussels, thecurate of the place was charmed 
to see his recollection an 1 devotion, and taking nn oppor- 
tunity afterward to discourse with him, was much more struck 
with the piety and unction of his conversation, and retained 
him in the service of his church in quality of beadle* This 
church is the most andent of all the Ibmous places oi devo«* 
tion to the Blessed Virgin in those parts. Itie name of Laken 
signifies a convent or house in a moist or marsliy ground, as 
Sanderus shews. The saint, who rejoiced to have an oppor- 
tuniiy of being always empli^ed in the most humble offices 
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of religion^ embraced the o&r with pleasure. His businest 
was to sweep the churchy dress the altanB, fold up the vest* 
meDtSy talse care of the linen and othfsr moreaUes used in the 
service of God> ring the hell far.maas and vespers, and pror 
vide flowers and other decorations which were used in that 
cliuic]i ; all which he performed witli the utmost exactness 
and veneratioii which the most proiound sense of religion can 
inspire. The neatness and good order that appeared in every 
thing under hb direction, edified all that came to that church ; 
for, out of a true spirit of religion^ theservant of God looked 
upon nothing as small which belonged to the service of God, 
or to Vhe decsency of his house. His religious 'silence, mo- 
desty, and recollection in the church, seemed to say to otiiers: 
** This is the house of the Lord : tremble yon that approach 
hissanctuaiy.'' During his employments, he walked always 
in the divine presence, praying in his heart. When they 
were done^ he refreshed his synl at the foot of the altar 
fervent exercises of devotiion ; and often passed whole night# 
in prayer. He chastised his body by rigorous fasts, and en- 
deavoured, by constant compunction and tlie severity of his 
penance, fo prevent the anger of his judge at the last day. 
Had it been reasonable to form a judgment of the enornii^ 
of his sins by the humble sentiments he entertained of him- 
ielfy and by the penitent tears he shed^ he would have 
passed for the most grievous sinner upon the face of the 
earth ; whereas the sins he so grievously bew^led, were only 
the lightest faults of inadvertence, such as the just fall into, 
and which only liis great purity of heart could have dis' 
cemed, and wt^icb it magnified in his eyes.. To wipe away 
tiiese daily stains (tlirough the merits of Christ's passion ap<^ 
plied to his soul) he lived in constant compunction^ leaming 
every day to become more watchf ol over himself in all hii 
words and actions, and in all the motions of his heart. By hu- 
mility and meekness he was sweet and courteous to all, shew^ 
ingthat true virtue is amiable to men, and that nothing so much 
^vilizes the human soul. Out of his small salary he found 
a great deal for the poor; and for their sake he always lived 
liimself in the greatest poverty, and often bqgged to pv^^ 
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ihtm relidP. fVnr his humiliadoa God permitted the follow- 
ing trial to befiiU Mm. 

A certiin merchant of Brussels persuaded him to endea- 
vour (by a little commerce) to gain something for the suc- 
cour of the poor, and olieied to put him in a way of thus- 
znaking a more plentiful provision for them, by admitting 
luin into a partnership in trade with himself* Gay's oom- 
peasion for the necessitous wrooght more powerfolly with 
liim than any other regard could have done ; nor was it easy 
for him to throw off the importunities of his tenderness for 
them. The bait was specious, and he was taken by it: but 
God did not sufler him long to remain in that illusion. The 
vessel, whicli was chiefly freighted by his partner, perished 
in going out of the harbour, and Goy, whose place in the 
cfaurdi of Laken, upon his qnittingy had heen given to an- 
otfier, was on a sudden left destitute* He saw his mistake in 
following his own prudence, and in forsaking a secure and 
humble emph-yment in which providence had tivedhini. to 
embark, though with a good intention, in the attairs ot the 
WDcId, in which, by dissipation, his virtue would perhaps 
hare been much impaired, and worldly attachments secrefly 
have taken root in hia heart* For, though this employment 
was good in itself, yet he considered that Qod had justly pu- 
nished his rashness in forsaking a station so suitable to the 
practice of piety, and had in mercy, turned aiiuiher way that 
affluence which might more probably have produced in him 
' un affection to avarice or luxury, than have enlarged his cha- 
vity* Forplenty,nches,andworldlyprosperitydonotalwttyB, 
like soft distilling rains and dew, cherish, refresh, and increase 
the tender plant of virtue : but much more frequently, like 
a ilondj wash away the earth from its roots, and either ntterly 
extirpate it, or leave it oppressed and buried in rubbish, ac- 
cording to tlie maxims of eternal truth condemning the spirit 
of the world, which t1ie experience as well as reason of man- 
kind oonfirma* This St. Guy clearly saw under his .disap* 
pointment, and he condemnisd himself for the false step he 
bad taken. 

Another danger to which he liad lived long exposed, was 
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the peisectttioiis if we may 8o call U» oP the appknse and 

praises of the world ./liich his virtue drew upon him in his 
low slation. He had ilway* airt tiilly studied to arm himself 
against t1ii^ temptation by the ini)st sincere humility and con- 
stant watchtuhiess ; but now, upon a lew of his heart and 
whole oonduct, he resolved to avoid this Hattering enemy, hy 
seeking wt some foreigm retirement. In this disposition, and 
in a spirit of penance for his reputed fiiult, he made an aus- 
tere pilgrimage, first to Rome^ and then to Jerusalem, and 
Tisited all the moat celebrated places of devotion in the Chris- 
tian world. Being returiu cl as far as Rome, lie there met 
Wondulfy deau of the churcli of Anderlecht, (a little town 
about two miles from Brussels) who^ with some others,«wa8 
ready to set out for the Holy land, Guy was prevailed upon 
by them to be thdr guide, and to take another penitential 
- journey thither. The dean and Us companions were all car* 
ried ofFby 'J pesulential distemper, just as they were going 
to set sail from Palestine to return to Europe. Guy attended 
them in the time of their sickness, took caie of their funerals^ 
end after seven years abaenoe> returned to Anderlecht. The 
snh^daen of the chapter gave him an apartment in his house» 
not aulfering him to return to Lakeo. The fittigues of his 
journeys, and other great hardships he had undergone^ 
brought upon him a compiicatiou of distempers, of which he 
died soon after on the twelftli of Se[)te ruber, about the year 
1012 or rather 1033, *^ The canons buried him honourably 
in the giMmnd belonging to their churdi. Many mirades 
that weve pcrfbnned by his intercession, gave occasion to 



Baronius and Molanus, by mistake, 
place the death of St. Guy in 1 1 12 ; it is 
more •orprtsing tliat Baillet fell iuto the 
Moie error, siaoe it bat becD duMii* 
itrated from the ori^ual life of the taint, 
and the deeds uf several donations made 
to hi? church, that his death happened 
one hundred years before. See Mirseus, 
1)Qth in Uf rted Mgid and hii Annakt 
BilptU ad an. 1018 $ also Grayinaye,pn>- 
fessor of laws at Louvain, afterward 
public historian uf Brabant and Flan- 
kers, and provost of Anaheim^ Antiqui- 

9nta^ SB» 1709, p* l^ from 



memoirs furnklied by "Doctor Clement, a 
celebrated Kuf^lisli theologian, dean of 
Anderlecht. This poiut, and other dxSa.' 
enltiet felatlnf to the life of St Gny^ am 
fully cleared up by Sanderus, canon of 
Ipres, in Chorographia Brabantiw, in the 
account of Laca Partheuia or the Vir» 
gin's Laken, §. 41,49. where be correctf 
tiM miltalcM off Mhrmt oononmlnf tha 
first translation of St. Guy's relicks, and 
proves against the same author, that ha 
was not a native of Anderlecht* since bis 
•life ioforms ui that he was a •frasfof 
thaWf 
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Gtefardll. bisbop of Arms .uhI Cambray about the year 1090, 
to order his sacred bones to be taken up, and a cbapel to be 
, built over the spot where they bad been buried in the church- 
jard; for Anderlecbt and Bmseels were then in the diocese 
of Cambray^ though they are now in that of Mechlin. In ' 
place of this chapel a magnificent collegiate church, under 
tjie patronage of St. Guy, was erected, and his relicks trans- 
lated into it in 1112. Tliis church is endowed with very rich 
caiiourie;^^ apd is famous over the whole country. 

i 

ST.ALBEU9, B.C. 

Tim saint, who is honoured as chief patron of MvmsUr, 

one of the tour provinces of Ireland, was conv erted by certain 
. Britons, and had travelled toRoine before the arrival of Saint 
Patrick among the Irish. After his return home, he became 
the diacqile and feUow-labourer of that great apostle of his 
country, and being ordained by him first archbishop of Mun<» 
^ter, fixed his see at Emdyi^ which has been long since re« 
moved to Cashel. With such a commanding autiiority did 
this apostolic man deliver the dictates of eternal wisdom to a 
rude and barbarous people, such was the force with which, 
both by words and example, he set forth the sanctity of the 
divine law, and so evident were the miracles with which he 
confirmed the heavenly truths which he preached, that die 
•acred doctrine easily made its way to die hearts of his hear* 
ers ; and he not only brought over an incrediUe mnldtnde to 
the faith of Christ, but infused into many the perfect spirit of 
the gospel, possessing a wonderful art of making men uot 
only Christians, but saints. Kincr F.nguH having bestowed on 
him the isle of Arrao, he founded in it a great monastery, 
which was so famous for the sanctify of its inhabitants^ that 
from them the island w«s long called Arran of Saints. The 
rala which St« Albeus drew up for them is still extant in old 

W Hie dty of Emdy wm p iund eredby the epiteopai tee of Biaety ttM nufcilrtsa 

1>arbarian8 in 1122, and the raitre and till, in 1568, It wtS OOited to that of 
principal relicks of St A^hfti^ t^i^prrsed Ca^liel, the towns beingoTily twelvp miles 
or burnt. The inetrapoiitieal di^tyhad i disiaut. Etnely is lon«r since dwindled 
been tmitferred to the city of Casbet I iato an inoo&siderabie villago. 
about AM hoBdivd 9«m Iwino this ^ but 1 
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Iiishf aa bkliop Usher testifies. Though zeal for the divine 
hoaoar^ and cbarity for the souls of others, fixed him in the 
worlds he was always careful, by habitual {recollection, and 
frequent retreats, to nourish In his own soul the pure lore 

of heavenly things^ and to live always in a very faiuiliar and 
intimate acquaintance with himself, and in the daily habitual 
practice of the most interior perfect virtues. In his old age, 
it was his earnest desire to commit to others thecareof his dear 
flock, that he might be allowed to prejMire himself io the ex^ 
ercises of holy solitude for his great change. For this purpose 
he begged that he might be suffered to retire to Thule, the 
remotest country toward the northern pole that was known 
to the ancients, which seems to have been Shetland, or, ac- 
cording to some, Iceland, or some part of Greenhmd i bat 
the king guarded the ports to prevent his flight, and the saint 
died amidst the labours of his charge in 525, as the Ulster 
and Inisfallen Annals testify. See Usher Antiquit. p. 40.9. 
Sir James Ware, Antiquit. Hibern. p. 319, and oo the bishops 
of Ireland, with additions, by Harris, p. 49i* 

0>) The death of St, Albeus is placed must therefore be a oii^tako in the date 

(less probably) by the four masters iu 54 1 . of this saint's death. Probably chrooolo- 

Eveu hy the first account he must have |^rs have coofbunded bim with Aibeui of 

died in the buadnd aadfiitf-fiftb year Scsffaiit, wb» diiAUl Mf« ^ 
iiriiii a§ti m Bmk dbiems. TiMie 
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. ST. EULOGIUS, C. 

PATBIARCH OP AI^EXANBBIA^ 

• * ... 

From Nieepborus's ChroQicle, the Paacbal Chronicle* PboUus fiibl. Cod* 1^1, 808« 

• 226.230, &c, 

• r 

. A^D. 608, 

St. Eulogius was a Syria by birth, and embraced young the 
monastic state in that country. The Eutychiaii heresy was 
then split into various 'Sects, as it usually happens among 
niefo as have left the centre cf umon. Tliese, by their tgvtmef 
f(nd the fvkty cf their contests, had thrown the churdbes ct . 
Syria and f'^gypt into much confusion, and a great part of the 
monks of Syria were at that time become ^remarkable for 
their loose morals, and errors against £iith. Eulogius learned 
from the &11 isi cyders to stand more wutchfully and firmly 
upon his guard, aiid was not less distinguished hy the inno« 
cence and sanctity of his manners than by the purity of his 
doctrine. Having by an enlarged pursuit of learning at tained 
to a great variety of useful knowledge in the diiierent branches 
of Hteratnre, he set himself to the study of divinity in the sa« 
cred smiices of that science, which are the holy scriptures^ 
sod the traction of the churdi explained in its councils, and 
the approved writings of its eminent pastors. .From the time 
of his retreat, he made this his chief study, to which he di- 
rected every thing else : and, as his industry was indefatiga* 
Ue, his parts qui^^k, his apprehensiODS livdly, and his judg 
nent solid, his progress was sudi as to qual^fy bim to be an 
flhistrious champion for the truth, worthy to be ranked with 
St. Gregory the Great, and St* Eutychhis, as (me of the 



Digitized by Google 



128 S. EULOGIUS, B. C. [Sept. 15. 

greatett lights of the chnrdi in the age wherein he livedL His 
character reotimA still a brighter lostre htun his sinciere hu- 
mility and spiritof hcJy compunction and prayer. In the great 
dangers and necespities of the church, lie was drawn out of his 
solitude, and made priest of Antioch by the patriarch Saint 
Anastasins, who was- promoted to that dignity in &6i, and 
dyiog in 596} was succeeded by Anastastns the Younger* Saint 
Bulogius, whilst he lived at Antioch, entered mto the strict*- 
est connections with St. Eutychins, patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, and joined bis forces with that ho)y prelate againiat the 
enemies ol: the truth. 

The emperor Justtniaa, and his nephew and suoeeaeor 
Jvstin the Tonnger, had been ihe plunderen of their em-* 
pire, and the grievous oppressors of their subjects; the for- 
mer to support his extravagance and vanity, the latter to 
gratify his insatiable avarice and scandalous lusts, Justin !!• 
dying in 576^ aftor k reign of tdn years and ten months^ 
Tiberitts Cofistanfine, • Thradan» and a Tfartuous prince^ 
was raised to the throne. He applied himself to Weal the 
wounds caused during the former reigns, both in the church 
and state. His charities in all parts of the empire were 
boundless, and all his treasuries were open to the poor, 
AinongBt the evils with whk^ the church was then alBlietedt 
the disorders and eonfumon mto whidi the t^raony of the 
Butychians had thrown the church of Alexandria, called 
aloud for a powerful remedy, and an able and zealous pastor, 
endued with prudence and vigour to apply them. Upon, 
the death of the patriarch John, St. Eulogius was raised to 
that patriarchal dignily toward the close of the year SBB, at 
the earnest desire of the emperor, who, having reigued onlj 
six years and icn months, died the same year, leaving his son- 
in-law Mauritius his successor in the imperial throne. Our 
saint was obliged to make a journey to Coostantiuople, about 
two years after his promotion, in order to concert measuroa 
eonoeming certain affidrs of his church. He met at court 
St. Gregory the Great, and contracted witit him an holy 
friendship, so that from that time they seemed to be one 
heart and one soul. Among the letters of St. Gregory, we 
htm semal extant which h& wrote to our saint* St. £ttkH 



DigitizedJby Google 



8^. £UL0GIUS» B. C. H» 

gius composed many excellent works against x\\e Acephali, 
and other sects of Eutychians. Photius has preserved us 
valuable fraguietiis ot some of these treatises; also of eleven 
ditcoarsea of our saint, the ninth of which !s a commendation 
of ft mooe^tic life; likei^se of his sijt books against the 
Kovatiaiis of Alexatidria^ in the filth of irhich he expready 
aata himself to proire thftt the martyrs aite to he honoared.<^> 
Photius makes no .mention of the treatise of St. Eulogius 
against the Agno€tfle, a sect of Eutychians, wlio ascribed to 
Christ, as man, ignorance of the day of judgraeiit, and of 
many other things. St. Gregory the Great, to whose cen- 
sure the author submitted it, sent him his approbation with 
lugfa oommendationa, saying,/* I have not found any thing 
but what is admirable in yotir writings, &c/'(^ St. Eolo- 
gins did not long survive St. Gregory, for he died in the year 
606, or, according to others, in 608« 

We admire the great actions and the glorious triumplis of 
the saints ; yet it is not somnch in these that their sanctity con- 
. ^jBted, as in the constant habitual heroic disposition of their 
aouls. There is no one who doles not sometimes do good 
adions ; but he can nerer be called virtuous who does well 
only by humour, or by fits and starts, not by steady habits. 
It is an hahituai poverty of spirit, humility, meclviicss, 
patience, purity, piety, and charity, which our Divine 
Master recommmends to ns. We must take due pains to 
plant the seeds of virtues in our souls, must watch aod labour 
continually to improve and strengthen them, that they may 
be converted into nature, and be the principle by which all 
the affections of our souls, and all the actions of our lives 
are governed. If these pure heroic sentimerits perfectly 
possess and fill our hearts, the whole tenour of our conduct, 
whether in private or in public life, will be an uniform, train 
of virtuous actions, which will derive their perfection from 
flie degree of fervour and purity from which they spring, 
and which, according to the essential property of virtue, is 
always improving, and always improvable. 

(0 Plicyu Cod. 18S. r, 4U.~^ St Greg. 1. 8. cp. 42» 

Vox.. K. I 
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St. AmativB, caDed in French Axn^, was bom of a wealthy ■ 
family, and had the happiness to learn the spirit of Jesu* 
Christ, not tliat of the world, from the example autl assi- 
duous instructions of iiis pious parents, iieiug applied young 
to hi8> studies, he discovered in them a clear apprehension, 
and a solid judgment ^ but set bounds to Jiis curiosify in hia 
application to profane sciences, religiously practicing the 
maxim Of St. Jerora^ that it is better never to learn what 
canuot be known without danger. In the mean time his 
ardour was unquenthable in learning the true science of the. 
saints, that is, the knowledge of God and himself; and in . 
the most profound hupiility of heart he never ceased to ask. , 
of God the grace of his most pure and holy love* His pft« . 
rents were careful to fence hia mind from his infancy against 
the love of vanity and pleasure, and against the other snares 
that are incident to youth ; they watched to remove out of 
his way all dangers of bad company, and whatever could ii> 
the least sully the purity of hi§ xniiid, take him olt from the. 
gravify of his deportment, and his application to his studies^ , 
or damp his ardour in the pursuit of idrtne* In this they- . 
were to him themselves a constant spur, being aware that 
the corruption of a young man's mind in one particular, ^ 
geijerally draws others after it, and that'to fall from fervour 
into slackness, or into the least liabituaJ infidelity to divine 
grace, is to slide insensibly, and, as it we^e^ blindfold into the . 
broad way of vice. 

An\atn% formed by thew maxi9i8 lo'virtue, seemed in 
his youth to have already attained to perfection; but thia.^ 
consists in more and more strenuous endeavours always to 
advance higher. He some time deliberated with himself 
what course of life to steer, in which every desire of his soul, 
every action of his life might be a step advancing in a direct « 
line towax4 that h^pinefs for which he was created by Grod j; 
and him he consulted, by earnest and humble prayer, upon ^ 
this important and critical choice. The issue of his deli- 
beration was, that, with the consent and advice of those to 
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whom prodence or duty obliged him to listen, he embraced 
an ecclesiastical state. 'No sooner liad he from the bottom 
of his heart said to Grod, that he was his portioa and his ia- 
heritance for ever, but prayer, sacred studies^ and exercises 
of charity and other virtues, became his whole employment. . 
It was his great comfort and joy that the very habit which 
he wore freed him from many dangers and importunities of* 
tlie world^ and exempted bim from visits, amusements, and' 
idle employments, which in other states various circumstances 
make sometimes necessary, and which though they may be 
sanctified by a good intention, yet are often dangerous, 
and always great consumers of the litHe time we have here, 
to purge our affections, to strengthen our souls in habits of 
virtue, and to lay in a due provision for eternity by actions 
which are the most conducive to those great purposes. Such 
being his inclinations and views, there was no danger of his 
entertaining any superfluous commerce with the world by 
frequenting its company or amusements*: a commerce always 
pernicious and contrary to the spirit of ecclesiastics, and 
which the world itself is just enough to condemn, even though 
by allurements it invited them into the snare. Tlie closest 
retirement afforded our saint leisure and means for all those' 
exercises of compunction, devotion, and heavenly contemp- , 
ktion, and for laying in a good store of sacred learning and 
practical knowledge, by which he qucilified himself for the 
Ugh functions of the miiiistry^ to which he aspired. He 
prepared himself afresh for every new' step in holy orders 
by tiie fervent practice of virtue, and by all suitable dispo- 
sitions, that when he was raised to the priesthood he might 
receive the plenitude of its graces. Out of a desire of greater 
perfection he took the monastic habit at Agaunum, a mo- 
nastery at that time famous both for regular discipline, and . 
the sacred studies. St. Amatus, with the leave of the abbot^ * 
dwelt in a little cell out in a rock, with an oratory adjoining, 

which is now rnlled our Ladv's in the rock. 

* 

Some tinu after, Araatus was chosen bishop of Sion in 
the Valais,^''^ about the year 6^9. In this exalted station &e ' 



'■)The chrouick of Auxerre calls Saif»t 



vrhich mistake has been followed by 



tettut bUhop of Sens, (Senonentis^) mmy, even hy tlw Bi>llaiadiili| Baiflitip 
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Mmiiple <if hh virtue tlioiie fbrdi wilb new hufU^, ml- 
gi eftter authority^ he im enabled to deal liia alms more 

plenttfoUj among the poor, and was furnished with the 

meaus of every way exerting his zeal more powerfully in 
advancing the divine honour^ and the spiritual good ot- souls. 
He preached^ iiystniGted, comftxted, and relieved all persons 
aeoovdiixg to their particalar necesaities. In a word^ he waa 
an aeoomplished pastor^ sanctifying both himself and theae 
that were committed to his charge. He had governed his 
diocess almost five years, wlien the devil, jealous of the vic- 
tories whi^ the holy pastor daily gained over hk empire^ 
aterred up against him certain wicked instruments, who- 
ooold not bear in others that wtae which thej had not 
courage to practise themselves. 

Theodoric III. sou of Clovis II. king, first of Austrasioy 
afterward of all France, was for several years aoandoned to 
vice and evil couoseUors, and is the hrst of those who^ 
goveraiog by 'the mayors of his. palace, are called by some 
Ustoriana tbe Idle KingiB.- £broin» mayor of his palace, vaa 
one of the wickedsat tyrants that ever had any share in the 



&C. Buf Hueba!v!;^a monk of St. Amaod'<;, ; 
in the tenth age, in his life of St. Ric- 
trudes, assures us, that he was bishop of 
9hn (AedtHMitti*) in the Valait; and 
that hm was abbot of St. Maarice'^ at 
Agaunum, before be was made b: 'top 
of Siou, appears from the lists and re- 
gisters of both placci>, Mabillon, 
(AnnalM Beoed, 1. 1. 1. 16. p. 581. This 
is fulfy prowd by L'Abb^ Bt$8ii (Merc. 
Pr.) and the Journalists of Trev lux, f»^r 
June 1753, who draw an argument that 
St. Amalus came frum Agaunum, because 
certain rdielLf of tba Tfa^hmi niMtjrs 
are kept at St. Ame's cbuieb. Tbe old 
Gallia Chri«ttiana, published in 1656; by 
the two brother's of See Martbe, calls 
SL Amatus archbishop of Sens : but the 
new more accurate Gallia Christiana, 
compiled by tbe MaiiriR iiionka« D. Den- 
Dii4>r8tc.Martbe, D. Brice, and tfaeir 
associates, has in thebUter volumes, cor- 
rected this mistake. It is mentioned 
(t. Q,) that St. Amatuf , bishop of Siun, 
M hftiibbed by kia; Tbeodoric^ aft tbe 



; Iiislijration of Ebroin, and was recea\iied 
at St. Fursry's in Perunne, by St. Ultao, 
who was made fint abbot of tbat bouse 
in 40S« It k related in the leiab tome, 
|. rioted in 1751 , that St. Bainot, fifth bi- 
Siiop of the Mo r i n i o r T a rv:^ ij ne , per for med 
the translation ol the body of St. Amatas, 
formerly bishop of Sion, who died in 690, 
and who waa buried at BrettH* In Latin 
Brollus, utbewiaa called MaurontiviUa. 
at.il Merinvilla, now called by the French 
Merville> and bv the F!cmin^=? Mer^jem, 
on the Los. D. Henry, and D. 1 achereau^ 
the pietent learned Manriit continuatoft 
of Gallia Chrittiana^pfovn more fully that 
St. Ainatus was the sixteenth bishop of 
Sion, which also appears from F. Bucc' 
lin's Germania Sacra, Smiler's Vallesia 
Sacra, Briguet's Vallesia Chrittiana» Mo* 
mil Hehdia ^mtb, Aobaor ie Uk'ttUBa 
found in the ancient eatnlosiies of the ' 
archbishops (tf Sens, as those of Fonte* 
nelle and tbe Vatiemii bolh,C9Bipil«d 'm 
tbe tenth i^e. 
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administration of the French kingdom ; the murder of Saint 
Leodegarius, «in(l tlie persecution and banishment of manj 
other holy bishops and saints, of which he was the author, 
are instances of his injustice, cnielQr) and irreligioiu Tb# 
enemies of St* Amatas found it on easy matter to accnae him 
before sach a king, and sucb a mU^sler^ of Crimea whiUk 
liad not the least foundation In tratii ; sooie say, of aeensiag 
El)i'<jii» of tyranny. Theodoric, without farther examination, 
or so nnich as aliovvirig the holy man a hearing, banished 
him to St. Furscy*s monastery at Peronne, where St. UlUio^ 
the abbot, treated him with all imaginable nespectaod veoe* 
ration. The holy exile n^)oioed in hts diagraoe to find the 
trantprillity of holj retirement, in irhkih he eojofad a sweat 
calm, with the happy means of liTing to himself -and God, 
conversing always in heaven, aiidgiving free scope to his zeal 
in the practice of the most rigorous penitential austerities. The 
• Eagrant injustice that was done him never drew from him 
ate least eomplunt, though no synod had «been* aaienihled 
to hear him, no sentence of depo^on fssued out, no crime 
so much as laid to his charge in a juridical manner* The 
only circumstance which afflicted him was to see a wolf in- 
truded by the king into his see, not to feed, but to devoui^ 
his flock. 

After the death of St.Ultan, St. Mauront was charged 
with the custody of St. Amatus, and took him first to the 
noKmastetj of l^maye; but lOon afler built a new abbej 
npon an estate of his own, at a place called Breoil or Brotle, 

now Merville, (that is, Little Town) upon the Lis in Flan- 
ders. St. Amntus removed with hiixi to Bi ettil. St. Mau- 
ront rejoiced to be possessed of such a guest, and resigned 
to him the government of that abbey. St. Amatus, l>otb by 
'words and example, excited the monks to ferronr and hu- 
mility, and haTing settled the boose in oxoellent order, ahnt 
himself np in a little cell near the church, In which he occu- 
pied his soLil with so much ardour in heavenly contemplation, 
as scarce to seem to be any longer an inhabitant of the earth. 
Thus he lived five years with these monks, and only left them . 
to become an intercessor with Christ in his glory for them, 
nbootthejreariwa* fbioini whpha4Mmficcdmaii]r Inno-* 
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cent, bishops ami noblemen to his cruel policy, was Jiim self 
' massacred iti 679* King Theodorlc died In 69 1 , but entering 
' into liiinself some time before his detftb^ bad. severely a>iU 
'^detnned blmseVfor having unjustly persecuted Sf/AniataSy 
and in satisfaction made several donatioiis tt) the abbey of 
Breiiil. Gramaye takes this house to have been a community 
'of secular priests; but that they were xnanks is evident, since 
'the Capuchin friars, in Egging up the ground, found remains 
'of tliefar bodieg buried in the monastic habit, as CastiUion re* 
marks/*^ In the incursions of die Normans these monlts 
retired with the relicks of St. Amatus first to Soissons, Init 
soon after to Douay/^^ This translation was made on the 
fir^t of May, in 870, by Eriiamiicus, abbot of Breiiil, andSaint 
'Bainus, frfth.btshop of Tarvantte,<^ when these rdicks were 
deposited In the diapdwhichSt;MauronthadbinItinhohoi]!t 
of St. Amatus, soon aft^bis death, in the church of our Lady, 
which, four years after, began to be called St. Amatiis's W 
St. An^'s, when these monks obtained of John, bishop of 
'Arras and Cambray, ^ng Charles the Bald, and Baldwin i, 
'Mmaitied the Iron-armed (who had been made br that 
prince' sovereign count of Slanders and Artois or the Mo- 
rini) proper authority to remove from Breiiil, and fix their 
residence at this church in Pouay. The monastery thus set* 

Some improbably pretend that | Albin's church, Old Douay. The town cfl 
Doaay wothftiMtfopiilSt of tU CktiWilj tfce otlMr sUe of Uw flcairp'M Irtilt sE 
|b GMwa time, as Guicciardio takes uo* I terward, and eallod Ntv Douay. At thiS 



tice, Hucbald, and several other writrr? 
quoted by Gramaye, testify, that Douuy 
was the pati imony of St. ftictriide«, aud 
tliat her butband Aitallitld»tlit nott no. 
tile doke, Ibunded tbere Ilit cbnreb of oor 
"fiSdrY BOV oalled of St. Am^, and rebuilt 
upon the same hill, a castle which wa« 
fallen to decay. From this time Douay 
waft called a ca#tle, and always meationed 
Maplaoeaf Mafdi. at. MtMUMit gave 
thi> hill and churc|^ to the monies of 
Bred! I, but the castle was kept by the 
lordii, afterward counts, of Ustrevafit, 
with the title of Advocates of this abbey 
mad efamrcb. Thk wu called lfa« cartk 
tad tha fBBpt» Mai 



time Lambras, now a small village, a mile 
fl u II) Douay, vpas the most eofistderablo 
.|)iace m the territory of CHtrevaot, famotril 
for iti imrt» kt barbouf or station ior 
boats on ClieHver, ibis royal treiaauiy, Ae« 
Mekrus says Dkmay was destroyed by Hit 
Normans and Danes in 879 ; hut it mem 
recovered itself, has In t n ever since one. 
of the most considerable towns in Flan^ 
decs, aad mu far Milw tiiatb» wwidwut 
uf the sovereign counts of Flanders. The 
colleg^iate church of St. Peter was founded 
by those counts in the twelfth f-entury^ 
See Gramaye, Autiquitates Handriae, in 
poaco, p. fOI. Castillioo> cbroiioL sacA 



tkd at Douajr, was secul^ixed, aild coirrcrted into a college 
of caoooft in 940. A priory and a holy chapel subaistid long 
after Hm at BreoU, on tlie flpot wliere 8t. Maaitnt iveraved 
St Afldaltit, wd #]iStett bolli ted'an ai^ Tho 

land to this day belongs to this church of St. Amatus or Am^^ 
in Douay. The relicks of St. Maurout were translated to 
St. Amb's in Douay^ from MarchienneSy in 1485. See tha 
life of St« Amalm, written, befora tihe Ixwslation of bit 
>dic]cfl» ot ^ deatmcli^n of 4iie tttoaaataqr cf BrMN, «r 
'limnfiile, or Manilla. JUao Bttltiiau, 1. S. 0. i9ffinna>^e 
'Antiqu. Dumc. p. 202. Castillion Cbronol. EccL Beigic. seu 
Episc. Belgic. in Duaco, p. 38, S9. and D. Henry and D. Ta- 
chereau in the last part of Gallia Chnstiaiia^ aad the BoUalV" 

■ • 

ANOTHER ST. AMATUS, OR AME, 

ABBOT AND CONVB880B* 

T$ commemoratad in the Roman Martyroldgy M lliis 
Ifia ydath he oonsemted to God In tlie meat ite'^Mitttai^ 
clsea of an Tirtue in the nionastery of AgAunuiii, and w«a 

called by obedience to Remiremont in Lorrain, and consti- 
tuted abbot of that numerous community. Continually en- 
larging the capacity of his soul by purifying his desires, and 
inflaming hia affecdons more and more, he received continu- 
ally new aooessioos of graoe and Tirtoe, and thereby made 
perpetual apfiroachea towards the fbuntain of all perfection. 
He considered that a uniform relifirious life is not an idle 
dull round of tlie s.nne exercises, but a dailv .idvanciujj in fer- 
vour and purity of heart, by which all the regular practices 
of devotioD and penance become, as it were, erery day new. 
Tims perserering and improving in evefy graoe^ and in eveij 
Tirtne, he happily attained 'to the prise ipi eternal bKsa, ^ 
which he was called about the year 627- His relicks are en- 
shrined at Remiremont, or Romberg in the (fiocecs of Toul, 
See his 1^, and those of hia two successors, Si!»* Romaric and 
Adelphus, wrote in a dear plain style by a mook of thai 
loose, who U^ed mider the two laMer | extant in Mabilloiv. 
Acta Bened. t. 2. p. 135. 415* 602. See alao BaUcAu, Histt 



S. MAUMLIUS, fB. C [Sept. U. 

? : . Sl\ MAUEUJUS, BISUOF OF ;4NG£fiS^ C. . . 

, I In tbe fifth centuiy, leaving a large estate and a tender mo* 
^theratltfilan^ in order to Mire: God in holfretii^ lie 
:addi«aBed hunaelf to St Martin <tf Toiin* by whom he.wai 
diroBled in ith* mmw pelb of CMalian perfeoCion. Ho 

founded a monastery on a hill called Prisciac, near the \ illage 
Calon on tjie Loire, four miles from Angers, to which be 
often retired, even after he wa» made bishop, and where, after 
his d^t^y hi^ body rested and was held in great venoKation 
^ U wa^ translated from this churchy which borohia uami^ 
Intp that of St^Martin^ bj Neaingi biahop of Angen, about 
the year 9^0. It U there exposed in a rich shrine, and has 
been honoured with many miracles. His' life was written 
by St. Magnobodus, bishop of Angers, about two hundred 
years after his death, and by others. ^That which bears 
ihe mvi^^ of St. Gregory of Tours, does not. seem to be Im 
-work. $ee the BoUaadiatay p. 64, who pnlbr h|a )tfia fajr 
l|a£iioliodiia» 

» 
I 

I 
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SEPTEMBER XIV. 



THE EXALTATION OFTHE HOLY CROSS. 

.Tb» nuraeiiloiia iippemiioe of the ems to Constontine^^ 
aad the dttoovery of &at sacred wood by St. Helen^^') gare 

» 



^ W How weak soever the ehurch ap. 
peared in its infancy, the whole power <>f 
the Koroan empife, exerted aj^iust it' 
with the ntmatt flny, wat net ftUft to stop 
Its iwmi'tiit wA lets to estfakgnisb it. 
The little flock of Christ grew by its own 
losses, and g^athered streti^th from the 
nHMt violent persecutions ; the very em- 
pmwi uriio luii w long waged war against 
Hw cross, confessed theoaadvaa van- 
quished, ]aid down their arms, and be 
eftoie its votaries and protectors. This 
wonderful chang;e was not the work of 
MS, bat of Ood ; >iwr waa it oAmM 
wkbttOt miracloty though it was itself 
moft miraculous. Christ, who con- 
quered the world, not by the sword, but 
by the ignominy of his cross, was pleased 
to MMfco • CtfMtint iiw triumph by that 
sacred sign, that he might know the 
hand by which he was raised. This em- 
peror marched from the border of the 
Rliine through Gaul and part of Italy by 
VaiDM to Rohm* against the tynuit Max- 
«ntins, who had declared war against 
him, and wa<; at Rome with an army 
much superior to his; Coo&tanttne, 
though be w net yet • ChHatieo, ear- 
n e atly involsed the one troe God, betbon 
bis march, and the day before he gave 
battle, and Christ was plea'^pd by a dou- 
ble TisixHi to shew him itom what power 



he received the cmpire'of the world. Some 
havethoug'ht fhat Rii^pbiusand Pruden- 
tius (I. 1. adv. Symmacbuni) recount the 
vision of the evDie In the sky to hew bi^. 
pened in Gaul; hut the former ntntloni 
neither the time nor the country; and 
the Utter expressly sayfc it was shewn him 
after he had passed (be Alpd, iransmittit 
AlpHbut, LaetwitanidetenniDes both the 
time and place of tbit nocturnal vision* 
with which be assures us the emperor 
was favoured near Rame, theni^ht f)t fore 
the battle. £usebius him£>eli expre&siy 
dktingoiBhee the viiien whicb he eair ik 
the Jay, and another thenjflit ftdhnring; 
The former this historian relates as fol- 
lows : Constantine, just after he had put 
up an earnest prayer to the true God, 

was travelling with part of Ui arngr aft 
mid-day, lays the niai^r Artemhiii 

ahotit noon, says Socrates ; roost accti- 
rately Eusebiiis, a little alter mid-day» 
the sun beginning to decline» when he 
end all these that were^ritb hiv« beheld 
with astonishment in the sky, above the 
8iin, a bright cross of light, as has been 
related in the notes on the life qf Saint 
Helen (t. 8. p. 217.) and that of St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem, (t. 3. |i. 193.> Tho n^jht 
following, Christ appeared to Constantine 
in his sleep, with the same sign, and 
commanded him tu have a representation 
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m £XALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS, itkfi. l€. 

tfie fint oeoaakm to this festival, which was cdebnted under 

the title of the Exaltation of tha Cross on the fourteenth of. 
September^ both hj the Greeks and Latins as early as in the 



of it to be made, and to make use of it 
for his staodard in battle. The emperor 
VHy wiy the next inominf, im- 
this second vision to bis friends, 
and gave orders for the famous imperial 
standard to be made in that form. It was 
known by the name of the Labarum, 
tfte etyraulog}' of wbieh word^tTtrj un- 
certain. (See Gretser, De Crute, L 1. c.4. 
Gothefred. in Cod. Tbeodos. Tit. de Prae- 
positis Laborum. Fuller 1. 3. Miscell. 
-Sacr. c. 1 . Suicer v. Aaiapoff Du Cange, 
f • JLtabarudm, or as it is called by Soso* 
tam^ the glosses on Htut Co^ wad eooM 
ttlher Greeks, Laboram.) It was a pole 
plated with gold, upon which was laid 
horizontally across bar, so as to form the 
.figure of a cross. The top of the perpen- 
dieular ifaaft itM adonied with a crown 
* brought with gold, and ornamented with 
sparkling precious stones. In the middle 
of this crown was a jnonogram repre- 
senting the name of Christ by the two 
initial Greek letters, X CM, equivalent to 
em CH, and P equivalent to our R. 
This last-raendosed letter was formed in 
the Chi, and ruse a little above it. A pur- 
ple veil ot a square figure bung from the 
cross bar, spaugie.d with bright jewels, 
tpUch daisied ^he fjw of thabefaeUere. 
43iova the vefl were afterward set the 
fiaages of the emperor and hi^ children. 




The emperor chose fifty men of the stout- 
est and most reli^us among his guards, 
to eany thk bannar bjr ttmH ; it wm 
always borne before the empenr in bat^ 
ties. Constantine caused banners of the 
same fashion, but less, to be made for 
every legion, and had the monogram of 
the naoM af Gbilst firaBMd,la fhe inf a 
of a cross, on ids helmet, and in tlM 
shields of his soldiers. Julian the Apos- 
tate chaoged on bis medals this sacred 
monogram into the old letters S. P. Q. R. 
But Jovian and the succeeding emperora 
restored it* 

Maxentius** army, which consisted ai 
the united forces of three armies of vete- 
ran soldiers, esteemed the best in tha 
empire, engaged Constantine in the Quin^ 
tUtt ftddi, near tlit bridge MiWIiit,^ 
calied PoaAa-Mala; and being defc 
Maxentius was drowned in the Tiber ia 
his flight, on the twenty-seventh of Oc- 
tober 312, as it is related by Libaniua, 
Aurelius Victor, Eusebius, &c. Constan* 
tina'f eanp was near FMta Uolab k«t 
Maxentius was drowned at another bridf;4 
made of boats, which he had caused to ba 
thrown over the Tiber, at the Red Rocks* 
nine miles from Rome, as is clear from 
Bntaldiii and SEoidMiii llwi^Andan* 
tiui nd the ]paneQrrift niaUlM it far 
Ponte Mole. C<Mistantine on the saoM 
day entered Rome in triumph. The se- 
nate and people of Rome, four years after, 
erected to hi^ honour, in memory of hia 
vidocy^ a wagttlilent Irlaaiphai aMh aft 
the head «( tbs Appian road, behind tlsa 
aMphitliettir^ in which the inscnption 
runs, "That by the instinct of the Deity 
he delivered the coromoDwealtb Crona tha 
tyrant.'' "Quod iosUnccaOitinitatfs^naeii* 
towagwitodiat^^tyraMiiiaJastiaiaai]^ 
ultos ait annisj." (ap. Gruter, p. 988.> 
The cross could not be decently men- 
tioned among Romans, who looked upoo 
it as an unluckv omen, and as Cicero 
s«ys (pro IKafaif./ not to te a— le d hj 
a fr^eaian. Pope Ckdsent'XlI. cauaald 
this trinmphal arch to bt repaired in 
1«733, adding this inscription : *' Arcum 

Iflifl. CoitiUntwo Mt«re«tun ob relatam 
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' fifth andjnxth ages,(^ «t Jenmlem finun the year • Hie 

recovery of this precious instrument and memorial of o«r 
'ledemption p\it of, the hands of the ii:^fi4e^ tJhe reigo of 

W See the Bollandists on May 3. Thomassin. Tr. des Fete» p. 479. Baillet Hist, 
de cette Fete. Jos. Assemaui« Comm. iu Calend. univ. t. 5. p« 236. ad 14 Sept. Se« 
• ibo M tiM tUfd of May, 



lalutari erucis sipio pneclaram de Max- 
entio victoriaro,* &c. Constantioe him- 
self attributed this victory to the cross, 
ID the inscription which be caused to be 
pot under hit ttatue with which the te- 
mte hoDouicd him in Rome* u EnrnkSma 
testjBet. (vit. Coottant. 1. I.e. 33.) The 
same historian mentions that in his tri- 
umph, he did not mount the capitol, to 
offer sacrifices and gifts to the false gods, 
a eeon fing to tht cottoiD nf Mt ppidi iM 
tors, but '* by iOmtrious inscriptions pro-' 
mulgated the poorer of Christ's saving 
jBgn.'* Codinus assures us, (Ori^. Con- 
stantinop.) that he caused the sign of ttie 
ms wbidi he had Men in die itp to he 
erected in the chitf tqnare at Constan- 
^nople. Eusebius testifies (Vit. Const. 
1.3. c. 49.) that he also set up in the 
priacipal hall of his palace Qt Constan- 
noople, a great Agure of tbe croM which 
\ft had seen in the lieavtnt» and by tlie 
power of which he had been victorious. 
That notonlythe monogram, hutalsu the 
figure of the cross was placed in the La- 
barum, &c. is clear from lite description 
iiBiucbiiH* and ftwntheaneiantniedais 
in which it li repreiented. The fignm 
U(! sign of the cross were held in vene* 
ration before Constantine, who herein 
Mily practised what the church had learn> 
flfrom tbe apostles. The oentury-frri- 
tm (cent. ;s. e. 10.) pietend that Tei^ 
tollian borrowed bis respect for this liffalf 
^pi from tbe Montanists. But he proves 
it from the tradition ^nd custom of the 
diurcb, as do the other fathers. Saiut 
ijpbrni p. de perait) says, " The Chris* 
Cans marked their very doors with the 
precious and life-giving cross." That the 
liffure of the cross was usually marked on 
the tombs of the primitive Christians, see 
tbeleamed canon John de Vita (De An- 
tiquitatihus Benetcatanie, Dinert. 11. 
P- 291. Romae l7H.) See also Mamachi 
(OrigiiMsairi«t.t !• e. 3.%^ Ari^gii^ 



' Jkcw -iHm the Greek monogram of the 

name of Christ was in use long before 
Constantine's time, and is found engraved 
on the tombs of S(. Laurence and many 
other martyrs. See llorineand Aringhi. 
(ItoBMi aubc L S. «. M. te) Mamaeh^ 
ft. 5.) Boldetti (Observ. ad C«met. sacft* 
I. 1. c. .'?9-^ Menekenius (Diss, de Mono- 
gram.) Georgi (Diss, de Monogr. Cbristi.) 
Bonaroti (Praef. ]. De Vitreor. Frag. Vas- 
enl* Ctumt Urb.) te. AiMrtber mono- 
gram was I. K. e. T. 1. tho initial letteit 
of 'UffHt "XfifT^t ®" "^'^^^ Jft'Trp, Jesut 
Christ, Son of God, Saviour. These initial 
letters being worn by Neophytes or pe|w 
•OM nnrlf bapcbnd, they were aelhd 
l^lBftwhiehwwd is formed of these Greek 
letttrs, and rignifles a flsb ; whence tbev 
are called symbolically byTertiillian (De 
Monog. c. 5.) Pisces or Fish, and are dis- 
tinguished by the emblem of a fish en- 
fQiiMd OA thdr tafl^be hi tlM eetneMsbi^ 
&c. See Aiinghi ; Jacutius, p. 94, dce. 
The two apparitions with which Con- 
stantioe was favoured, are attested in so 
atithentic a manner, that Baluze luui rea- 
NB to eiy a«i (Net. In LMlant*) What 
bJltory will men believe, if H he allowed 
to call in question a fact confirmed by 
the most unexceptionable witnesses, and 
by ancient medals and other mono« 
ments ?'* £usebiiis azures as, that he re- 
ceived the 900000^ be gives us of thif 
donUe epparitioni, from Constantine's 
own mouth, who confirmed the truth of 
his narration hy a solriun oath. (Eus. de 
.Vita Const. 1. 1. 9.38.) That emperoff 
londly ascribed bis victories to tbiji mim* 
culous sign of the ecOS|, (U|. 1. 2. p. 6, 7p 
8. 10, &c.) which appears al.^o from va« 
riouii inscriptions which bc set up in pub- 
lic places, im<|froin scv^r^ medHls which 
he and his snceessor ^truck. Lactantius« 
wlio was preciptor to Crispas CB8ir» 
Constantine't tof^ ascribes Coostantine'a 
vietoiy over Ifaiii^^^lp tbe mirecolom. 
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Heraclius, in the seventh century, was afterward gratefully 
commemorated on the same day ; and the feast of the Inven- 
tioa or DiscoTeiy of ibe Cross has been removed in the Latin 



^ion which he had in his sleep before the 
battle. See bis book On the death of the 
Persecutors, c. 44. which work he wrote 
btfaiw JBmMm wpiM likKfeof Cos- 
■tutine. PfukwtoipiM, an AriM eoCem- 
porary bistoran, in ctrUio fra^ents of 
his history preserved by Hiotius. (I. 1. 
c 6.) describing Constautine's vision of 
the cross in the air, says the heavenly 
•ipi «stmM t«y widt te the iMl, wkb 
a wonderful lis^ht, and with the following 
inscription, 'E* TJry N<x5. By this Con- 
quer. In several ancient medals it is 
expressed iu Latin ; In hoc victor ci U. 
Tbk memonMi efcnt It recocdad in the 
Adts of St Artemiua, the iBart>T under 
Julian, Gelasius Cyzicenus, the Alexan- 
drian or Paschal Chronicle (published by 
F. Raderus, and qaore accurately by Du 
Cange) compikd in 630. Soeratcif 8o- 



&C. vbe donot oopj Emebtai, bat write 

from various memoirs and as vouchors of 
a fact to which many had been eye-wit- 
nesses. Among these authors if any dts- 
f^jtMOMMt be fimnd ki eert eia cirama- 
atences, the ■Mlhmitj eC Pibhw ought 
to have the greatest weight- According 
to the Paschal Chron. &c.the inscription 
was formed in letters as it were of gold, 
in the perpendicular abaft or body of the 
ifM the Bdddle down tothebottom. 




See Tillemont, Vies fh'^ Emp. L'Abbe 
de Lestocq, dean and grand vicar at 
Amiens, Discoun. Historique sur la Con- 
vetaMaide.CoiMtMtti,aii.im. Lnglpft 
Dufrcmoj, IV. Hirt* wr let A|i|iiritloa% 
t. I. p. 47. F. Jacotius, a Roman Bene- 
dict in monk, Syntagma de apparentia 
Constantino M. Crucis Historia, Ronua 
1755; and the elegant and judicious 
Moot. Bbmi, Hht. dn Bat Em^i% t. !• 
Among the ProtBtttnts some pretend tb* 
history of this apparition to be a forg-ery 
and au imposture, as Honibec k, fComm. 
in Rullam Urb. Vill. de J mag. cultu^ 
p. 1 B2.) OiicHai» (Id Tbet. Bumimi. tu^ 
tiq. p. 463.) TolBot, (Preef. in Longin. ct 
Adnot. in Lactant. de Mort. Persec. 
c. 44.) and Christ. Thomasius, (Observ. 
Hailens. 1. 1. p. 380.) At so harsh and 
eitravi^guil a unure other P)ratettan& 

Modwekod. IbrwhoenhnrwitboMt 

indignation a religious emperor (who en^ 
braced the divine faith in opposition to 
the Roman senate and the principal orders 
of men in the whole empire, and a faith 
wfaieb dedend war against aH bit pac^ 
sions) charged in tbit very action with 
hypocrisy, imposture, and perjury ? Could 
he, moreover, impose upon the senses of 
his whole army ? Could so many histo- 
fitM ond MonoMitt of the sane a^ be 
made to conspiie in a ftflt ubich waa 
.either publicly notorious or manirestly 
false ? To defeat this miracle, John Albert 
Fabriciui (Diss, de Cruce a Constantino 
visa in BibL Gr«e. m!L 6.e. 1. p. B.) and 
Mb Andrew SebmidiaB (DIbs. de Lmui 
in Cruce v^ Helmstadii, 1 68.) have en* 
deavoured to explain the diurnal appari- 
tion by a natural solar or lunar halo. An 
halo is a circle of light, often red, which 
coropastet the son and mmtm at a «mA 
distance. It diflfers from the nfadMar^ 
which consists always of the seven co- 
lours, and appears in opposition to the 
sun ; alto from a parhelion which is a 
seconder a false MUi famed by an imago 
ortbetttBTClModbfaHibteM. (Se* 
Philosophical Transactions, An, 1(>70, 
Mem de I'Acad. 1721. Mem. de Trevoux 
im. .N«wtoa'tPpti«t,p.l5§»4Ee,) 
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tihw^ to the third of lM^y ever sin The 
Jiistory of the recovery of this sacred relick.from the Persians 

is gathered from the continuation of the Paschal Chronicle, 
Theophanes, Cedrenns, and otlier historians. 

Chosroes II. the most barbarous and perfidious king of 
Persia, ^vailing himself of the weakness of the reign of the 
cruel and covetous usurper Phocas, brolte peace with the 
empire, upon the spedous pretence of reven^ngthe murder 
of the emperor Mauritius and his family, whom Phocas had 
most inhumanly massacred. Bnt thecxinduct of this barba- 
Tvaii sliewed how opposite his views were to those ut public 
justice, and that his aim was merely to gratify his ambition, 
and his implacable hatred of the Christian and Roman name* 
The Persians meeting with no opposition, plundered Meso* . 
potamia and part of Syria. Heradeus, prefect ofASnea^ 
being pressed by the duef statesmen and smiaiors to assume 
the purple, and rid the empire of a usurper, went with his 
forces by sea to Coiij»tn7itiiit;ple, after a successful battle made 
Phocas prisoner, and put liim and his children to death in 
the year 6i 1, .the tyrant having reigned eight years and four 
months* The new emperor, by suppliant entreaties, begged 
a peace of Chosroes, with the proffer of an annual tribute j 
but the haughty barbarian dismissed his ambassadors withcnit 
an audience, and in the first year of the reign of Heraclius 
the Persians took Kdessa ^iiid Apaiiiea, and advanced as far 
as Antioch: in the seeoml they took Caesareain Cappadocia; 
in the fourth Damascus, and in the hfth (which was the year 



ligbt is Dot more distant from darkness 

than a circular halo from the fi?nr" 'f n 
croTS. If, by an oblique reflect unut cer 
taio^penciU of rays» au halo luight form a 
-«PBM in Mm middle, oo tbe boUt disk, 
(wliib fUfficios does Dot ^bew ever to 
have happened, ) wbat affinity bas this 
with n. rrt>?s appearing above the sun ? 
not to meuUou the iniicriptioii and many 



at this day tbe oracle of theOecmanPm- 

testants in ecclesiastical histof}', bavinff- 
roentiuueci these opinions of ToUius and 
f abricius, say» : It is easy to confute 
Ml thm wfco call anptritioo a 



forgery of tbe' emp€ror, mA tiNMe who 

ascribe it to tbe natural causes of at) halo,** 
^icc (M 'sbfim. Instit. Histor. Eccl. 
HelmsLadii. i7ao. S»c. 4. p. 145.) Those 
liicewiie tbeir tbeir diitren Ibr «n aBtwer, 
who would' bave <his vinoa past for a 
dream, and scpm themselves s^Ieep if 
they imagine Coustautiae and his army 
to have dreamed all together in the midst 
of thihr aiareh. Tbo comwctioii of <ite 
diufmalaad noctnnia] visions, and of tho 
event remove all cavil about this miracle. 
Sec Heiu^ict XlVth's rules for distio- 
guisbiug superaatural visioiu. De Cano* 
nis.89* t S. LS. OiSl* 
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614) in the month of June tliey possessed themselves of Je- 
rusalem, filling that dty with outrages which cannot be men- 
tixmed without bofior. Many thousands of clerks^ inonks> 
Hum, and Tirgim were craelly massacred, ninety thousand ' 
Clunstians were sold for slaves to the Jews, and afterward . 
many of them wvre tortmti^l and slain. The churches, even 
that of the holy sepuiclire, were burnt^ and all the rich 
moFeahles were carried away, aCmong which were an inlimte 
number of consebnated yessels, ttiany precious relicks^ and 
that part of the wood of £he true cross, which had been left 
there by St. Helen. The patrician Nicetas found means by 
the help ot" one of the friends of Sarbazara, the Persian ge- 
neral, to save two holy relicks, namely the spunge witli 
whi^ the soldier^' gave our Saviour vinegar to drink ^ and* 
ihe lanee which pieh^' his side ; both which he sent to 
Con^fl(ttfin6p1e. Hie sacred spung^ was exposed to the view 
of the people in the great church, on the feast of tlie Exalta- 
tion of the Cross, on the fourteenth of September, the same 
year. The sacred lance was brought thither on the Satur- 
dajT,' fliii tw^ty-sixth of October: it was publicly venerated 
ia'Hiis great church on the Ibllowing Tuesday and Wednes-^ 
day by'the men, and on Thursday and Friday by the wo- " 
men. The patriarch Zachnry was carried away captive into 
Persia, with a great multitude of other persons. During lus 
absence the abbot Modestns took care of the city of Jerusa- 
leili^' and began to rebuild sevj^ral churches and monasteries 
' th4lt had been' destroyed; The tiext year the Persians took 
Alexandria, and plundered all Egypt ; and in the year fol- 
lowing they conqiiered Carthage. These losses and calami- 
ties forced Heraclius again suppilantly to beg peace of the 
victorious tyrant, who laughed at his request^ and blasphe* 
miously declared, That he would never let ^ose men rest^ . 
*^ SO' long as they should adore one who had been crucified 
** by other men, and should refuse to woi'ship llie sun.** 
Heraclins depending wholly upon the Saviour of the world, 
whose glory he was to assert, in the extreme poverty of the 
state, borrowedrthe gold and silver which was found in the 
churciifei, and coined it into money, to raise an army for the' 
protection of his subjects. Saez, lieutenant-general to the 
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Persian king, todk Ancjra, pillaged all 'Galatia, and being , 
advanced as far as Chalcedon, ottered to treat of ])ence. , 
Heraclius sent to him seventy jioblemen of great woi tli to 
negotiate with him ^ but the per^dious infidel put tliem all ia - . 
c^iajBSf and <i3aiTiedtl]uem into Persia. When he arrived tfaera^ , 
lii9.ttiaiter caused bim to be fl^ed alive, because be bad not - 
brought with him Hefadiito bimm^lf , whom be. badi onw . 
seen, and had raoeWed presents from. 

The emperor resolved at length to carry the war into Per- 
sia itself, to oblige ilie iiifidcls to return lionie for the defence , 
of their owo.coujaUy. That he might not leave any enemiea- , 
bebind him, he concluded a peace with the chan of tba 
Tiiica Ayari, wbo bad attad^ed him atk tbe nde of Thraoe^ • 
and In the year jS32^ the twelfth of liifl re^n^ begp^ bis mafdh 
toward Persia hmnediately after Easter. When be put Wii*. 
self at tlie liead of his army, holding iu his hand, a picture of 
Jesus Chn>r. lie protected to his soldiers, that lie \vo\ikl never 
. abandon them till death, and set before them how the ene- • 
inies of God had oyernin their ^untry, rendered the dtias- . , 
desolate, laid the oonntries waste befoiPe tbeniy burnt tbe 
aanlstuanbs, prolaned tbe holy altars witb Upod, and defiled ■ 
the sanctity of the most holy places by tbw bmtal lusts a»d • 
J debaucheries. With this aj'my he dt ft a ted the Persians the, r 
game year in Armenia, an^l in the ensuing MiniiiKr took the 
city Gazac in Persia, and bui nt in it the hne temple, and th^ - 
palaoe of Chosroes, m which was a rich statue of tjiat.prince, 
sitkuig imder a donia> which represented tbe beavens with 
ibe sun, moon, and sturs, and round about it aiigels )Mildbig 
aceptresin their bands, with machines to make a no4se like 
thunder. Leading his army back to take winter quarters ia 
Albania, he there, ont of compassion, released fifty thousand 
Persian captives he had brought with him , and supplied them . 
with necessaries ; which act of humanity made them all to< 
pnay with tears for bis suceesst^ fund thalt he might .deliw 
PeiMa from a tyvsnt, who by his cmeli^. and exai^aras waa- ; 
the destroyesr of mankind. Tbe emperoi^s campaigns in 

624 and 625, were still more successful against numberless 
armies of the enemy, Sarbazara, a Persian general, arrived 

with a strong ariny bi^ore Chaicedo% and.3jra» setjondt^ hjF; ^ 
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{he perfidiouf dlaof <if die Afwrl^wlio, bsvliigliroke Bie truce, 

attacked Constantinople on the l aii opeaa side of the Straits. 
Tliey were, however, both repulsed by tiie Christians in 
July 626 f and in their )^order slew one another. This delt* 
▼mtnoe was looked upon as miraculous, obtained by the in- 
t mmmm of tbe BlcMd Virghi) a* tlie Faschal Qhmad^ 
ThbophMMf and partioaiariy Cedrenua relate. 

On the twelMi of Deoember in 627, HennMas gave the 
Persians an entire overthrow, almost without any loss on hi» 
side, near the ruins of the ancient city of Ninive, under the 
command of Rezastes, who was himself found among the 
slain, with his shield and armour of massy gold | and widi 
bim fell most of the field officers and the greatest part of the 
Fenian arm Hie proud Ohosroes was drove from (own 
to town, yet continued ebstmatelj deaf to aU proposals of 
peace. Heraclius, in his pursuit burnt tlown all the kijit; ? 
houses of plensiirc, but often released prisoners without a 
ransom, thougli the barbarian detained even his ambassa- 
dors. The disdain with which Chosroes rejected all means 
of peaee^ eren though Heraellus was master of the greatsst 
part of Fersiai extreme^ exasperated his subjects ; and his 
genera] Sarbamra, who was near Chalcedon, upon infomm- 

tion that his master had condemned him todie, openly revolted 
from him to the Romans. Chosroes locked himself up witli 
his wives and cliildren in the strong city of Seleucia on the 
Tigris^ and being there seized with a dysenteiy» declared 
Mardesanes or Medarses, his son by 8irem, the mosit beloved 
of his concuMnes^ his sueoessor, and ordered preparatiotts to 
be made for his c o ronation. His eldest son ^roes, provoked 
at this injustice, appealed to the nobles, took up arms, re- 
leased the Roman prisoners wliom he ^ent back to Heraclius, 
seized on liis father, bound him in chains, and threw him 
into a strong dungeon which Chosroes had lately fortified to 
keep his treasures in, Eacasperated more and more at his 
£ELtii«!r^s arrogance, even though the tyrant saw himself in Us 
power; IKaPoes set no bounds to his rage, allowed him onlj a 
small quantity of bread and water for his subsistence, and 
bade him eat the gold wliicli lie liad amassed by the opprej- 
rnum q£ so many iimoc^t people. He sent his Satrapes and 
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Ufr enemies to insiilt Mm, and caused Mardesanes, whom lie 
would have crowned, aiid all the rest of his childien, to be 
Tniirdered before his eyes. In this inanner was the old king 
treated tor five days together, during which time he was Ire- 
quently shot at and wounded with arrows, but not.mortaUiry 
tiMt hk death be ^immlisgeri^ .He expired o» 
lliefifiai day of these iimnida. 'Il!(iis,byGM'sjastjudgmeHt, 
pedbhed Cfaosroes II. by the hands, of an unnatural son, 
having himself iiiouritcd ihe throne by imbniing his hands in 
the blood of bi«; father Hormisdas, and tilled not only his 
own kingdom, but all the £ast, With murders and desolation, 
during a reign of thirty-five years«^^' Si roSs oonduded a iina 
peace with Heradiiis, released all the RoneiL pitemevs,. and 
among the rest, Za£iiaiy> patciaffeii of Jeranleni y restored 
the provioow whicSi theCHrisllans had lost* and, among other 
spoils, 'the true cross, whkh had been carried into Persia 
fourteen years before by Sarbazara, when he took Jerusaletn. 

The emperor brought this precious reiick ^with Ixim ta 
Constantinople, where he made his entry with a most splen* 
dki irsnmph. In the beginning of the spring of the fellow* 
in g year, 689, he embarked to pmf the cress again to Jemse^ 
lem, and to retnm Aanks to God m ikmk holy plaoe itsr his 
victories. He would carry it upon his o\^n shoulders into 
the city, with the utmost pomp ; Imt sto]>] >ed suddenly at the 
entrance of the city, and found he was not able to go forward* 
The patriarch Zachary who walked by his side, suggested to 
Mm,* the t his pomp seemed niot agreeaUe to tha humble ap« 
pearanee which Christ made,'when he bore his ohms through 
the streets of that city ; You,'' sud' he, walk in your 

gaudy imperial robes ^ he was meanly clad : you have on 



The strength of Ft r^ii was so broken 
iQ;y the victories of Heraclius, that it never 
flteoviMwd Itidf; iood mkhi after tbe Sa- 
llMtiii> under tbe oelipli Osman in 632, 

conquered this kingdom, havin^^ defeated 
and slain Hormisdas II, a son of SiroP?, 
tiie last Persian king of the race of Arta- 
iferses. Few prineet ever b^bmd with 
gteater valour and reli«;ion than Hera- 
clius, during the six years he wa*? en^agrd 
in tbe Persian war. Butioftenedby the 



Wandishments of prosperity, he afterward 
taraiiiied his laurels, suffered tbe Maho* 
metan Sifeeeas, not only to eonqqer w31 
Arabia, but ilae to nake invoadt iato 

Syria and became a weak prince, and an 
abetter of the Monothelite heresy. God 
often chastised and delivered tbe flou- 
rishing fiatknieef ^ Eeneraeinpbs^ till 

be at letii;:th suffered his justice to talse 

place. TliLis he dealt with thf Jews; 

thus he often deals with unfaithful soidi. 
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146: EXALTATION OF THE HOLT CROSS. [Sept. 14. 

^ your heid a wkh dttdemi lie wm arowiwd with a wreaik 
of iborM $ yoago wilh your slioee on $ be walked bm* 
*^ foot.'' Heiwupon Ae emperar kid aade hid purple end - 
his crown, put on meaif clothes, went along barefoot with the 

procession, and devoutly replaced the cross where it stood 
before. It still co4tinaed in the silver case in which it had 
been ctrried away^ and the patriarch an^clecgy finding the 
ieala whole, opened the oaae irtih the key, venemted it and 
shewed it to Ibe people. The original writeis always speak 
of this portion of the cross in the plural number, calling it 
the pieces of the wood of the cross, which shews that it 
consisted of different pieces. This soleniiaty was performed 
inHh the most devout thanksgiving, and hoaouiedwithniiiar* 
adons ooies of several sick persons. The ceremony of 
ponng this sacred rdUck^ as the most lively memorial of the 
sufferings of our Divine Redeemer^ to the vejieratioa of the 
faithful, on thi^ and several other day^, was very solemn, and 
as otten inentiojied both before and after the recovery of this 
part of the cross from the infidels* With what pomp and 
xespeet the like was €k>ne with the part of the cross that was 
kept at Constantinople, and with what devotion and order 
the emperor, his court, the clergy, and all ranks among the 
peo]>]e assisted at thia religious act is descrihed at length hy 
the emperor Cons t£Lntine Porphyrogeaeta, both on this feast 
of the Exaltation of the Cross,^*) and on .certain, other solemn 
days 

''About seven days before the first of August, the holy 
cross (f. e. that large portion which Constantine the Great 
deposited in the imperial palace at Constantinople) was 
taken out of the holy treasury in which it was kept with 
oUier precious relicks and lich holy vessels, betwixt the^ 

'' third and sixth ode of matins then singiiig. It was laid oft. 

*f the ground, that the Frotopapa or chief priest of the palace 
might anoint it all over with balsam and precious perfumes. 
Then it was set up in the church of the paLaoe of our k^if 

Constant. Porpbyrop;. de Ca>remoniis AuUb Constantinopolitanse, cvurk Joan. 
Henr. Leichii,et Joao* Jac, Heukii, Lijpftic Folio*! L 1» c S^ 74«r^*) 1* S» 
4. is. p. 311j 
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4lgi#« |4*] EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CfiOBS^ - 

of the Pharos, or opposite to the Pharos, expoj^ed to the 
yeneradon of the people. Atter matins, the clergy of the 
palaoe assembled before it^ singing hymns in praise of the 
enm^cilledStaliroaiiMi, or^ of theCraw* Hiea theptiiiaes 
and -Icfnld came to ^ cne >' > t e it Mlim they Mated at the 
*^ Sunday's procearitm^ in wliieh tkey attended tlie emperor 
** every Sunday and holiday to the divine service in the 
church of the palace, or on certain great festivals to some 
other principal church in the city. The chief priest then 
took up the cross on his bead, having on a jHirple eassock, 
^ and over it a lich ScaramaD^nm (or great cope Which 
^ coven die whdb bo^) and, attended by the dergy and 
^ otiiefa In pvooesnon, carried it through the golden- half, 
before the oratory of St. Basil, placed it to be venerated by 
all the senate; then proceeded to tlie palace of Dapline, 
and exposed it in the church of St. Stephen. On tho 
twenty-eighth of July the priests begiEin to carry the droaa 
^ thiongh all the atreeta^and to all the hodaea, and aHenrard 
'^lomidthewaUaofthecity, diatby the devotion <tf the pen- 
^< pie, and their united prayers, God wonld, through theerosa 
and merits of his Son, bless and protect the city and all it§ 
** inhabitants. On the tl/irteenth oi September it was brought 
back to the palace, and placed on a rich throne ia the 
*^ Chrysotridioinm, or golden hail, where the clergy sung 
the hymna in praiae of the croaa daring ita Exaltation 
there* It waa afterward carried throu t^Ti all the apartmenta 
^< of the palace ; then deposited in the chapel of Bt.Theo- 
durus. In the evening it was delivered back to the keeper 
of the sacred treasure. Next morning it was carefully 
cleansed by the Protopapa and the keeper, and again de- 
podted in the rich caae in the treasury." See the emperor 
Constantino FlorphyrogenetB^ L 2. c^ 8^ In the eleventh 
chapter he writes with what devotion and pomp the three 
great crosses kept in the great palace were taken out in the 
third or middle week of Lent, and exposed to veneration ; 
one in the new church of this great palace, anotlier in the 
church of St. Stephen, in the palace of Daphne; the third in 
the patriarchal church of St. Soplua. AU were hrpugbt bad( 
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14d EXALTATION Off TH£ HOLY CBOSS. [Sftf. 14 

M Friday in the same week with a procession, torches, 
adoration of the princes^ senate, &c» bjmns, &e. as above. 

Our Divine Redeemer is the spintnai king of enst aoulai 
and it ii by ^ km and sjpkri t of his crots that he must rt^pk 
By tUsbappjimtnimeiitliit hasreseaadusfima 
tfie power of am, and eonqaored dealik and hall. But do not 

our sloth and malice still hold out against him? Have the 
boundless excess of his love, and tlie oitHiipotent power of his 
grace, yet triampiicdover our hearts f Is his holy cross planted 
there ? does it daily grow and spread itself in our affections ? 
Thoapiritof tiie wm, or of Christ imdiiod, it tlio wfMt, dt 
Aat perfect bmnlll^, neaknoM, obaritj, patftanooy and aO 
other irartaaa, which 1^ preacbaa tona by liiB cioia. So long 
as self-love, pride, sensuality, or impatience find any place 
in ns. we are so far strangers to this spirit of Christ, and 
enemies to his cross. We justly glory in this holy instru- 
ment of our salvation, in this adorable and sweet mystery oi 
lore, in this most tender and preoous memorial of oar infi- 
nitely amiable God and Sovio^, and of the ptioa hy iriiich he 
1ms redeivned'aa, and made us, by so many now strict tidef» 
his own. But can we look on h crucifix, or form the cross on 
our foreheads, u itliout being pieVced with grief, and covered 
with shame and contusion to see ourselves so little acquainted 
with ity and its happy f ritits ; so filled with the contrary spirit 
oftbeworid? Letusmost^iniestly andassidsottsly ooojufe 
ovr loving Saviour, by bis holy crossy and liy^ bos infinite love 
and mercy, to anbdae* om obstinacy, to exiiiiguish in ns 
• whatever opposes his sweet reiiin, perfectly to form his spirit 
in our lienrts, and entirely to subject all our powers and af- 
fections to himself. He promised^ that when he should be 
exalted on his cross, he would draw all things to himself. Is 
it possible, tbat the malice of our hearts should be able to 
.mist so wonderfiil a mya toi y of loma?' Let ns beg, lliat be 
fhlfll his gradous word to os, and that Ids 9fMt of bmnillty, 
meekness, and pure love may at length triumph in us. Then 
we shall hegin to tt?sic the m(\^t «weet hidden manna that is 

fi>iukd in the cross, that is, ia the devout i»nieml»*ance and 
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contemplation of that inystery, aiyi iii the participation or 
imitation of it by patient sulTering. Then shall we imder- 
•tand the glory, the happiness, and «ntpeftk|di»la advuUigM 
ud treaoim tbM;imits portioa. 

ST. CATHARINE 0£ GENOA, WIDOW. 

Catharine or Catterinetta Fieschi Adorno, was born at 
Genoa in 1447. Her father^ James Fiesclii, died viceroy of 
Naples under Renatiu of Anjou, king of Sicily. From the 
fint dnm oi her Teaaoa, ahe appeared to be aciiild ai*fmr 
taal benediotioM* B7 a nngulsr pmilege of dinae grace, 
end 6ie attention of yirtoona parents, the teemed hmn the 
cradle entirely exempt from frowardness, and little passions 
of anger or the like vices, with which infancy itself is often 
• stained. It was sometluag s^iii more admirable and more 
•edifying in her, to see a tender child, to join with the meet 
pevfeotaioiplksty of heart, and obedience tober peventiaiid 
a aeiiont love of prayer, the most heroic practioes of 
e^-denifli, and the most tender devotion, partionlarly toward 
the sacred passion of Christ. Tliat at twelve years of age 
she was favoured by God v ith extraordinary siiperuatural 
comiorts and illustrations of the Holy Ghost in prayer, we 
are a«;snred by her own testimony. Esperienee teaches, that 
hgr humble ohedkim^ and fervent love of prayer, the most 
tender age ia nqpabie ol making gfeat advancement in the 
paths of diffne love and iliterior solid virtae x and that the 
Holy Ghost delights wonderfully to communicate himself to 
those who so early open their hearts entirely to him. But 

whilst he attracts them a^t^r the sweet odour oi his omi> 



The fkmily of the Fiescbi was for 
many ages one of the moBt illustrioui in 
Italy. Its chiefs were cuunU of Lavagna 
ift tcnttory of Otnoiu Tfc^ w«re 
ftit ipnejifHl perpetual vipara of die em- 
pire in Ualy>and afterward enjoyed very 
extraordinary privileges in the republic 
•f Genoas and among others that of coin- 
ins moiNj. This booie igvre to that com* 
KDonweaUh its greatest generals during 




the Venetians ; aud to the cburch many 
cardinals and two popes. Innocent IV and 
Adrian V* The family of f ieschi sufl'ered 
na«b liy th«njmrriai«of tlMcoiii|i. 
raqr formed by count John Lewis Flratbi 
ao;alnst the Dorias, then nif^sters of the 
commonwealth in 1547. The plot only 
hdUid by the death of count Fie&chi, «ho 
wai drowned by fidliDf into tbe «ea, u hm 
was out of CM gdkgrkilaanatkir. 
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"ments, he prepares them for tlie most severe trials, which 
famish them with occasions for the exercise of the most 
heroic virtues, «iiid perfects the Gracifixioii of inotiditiate 
atlaclnneiils in ^heir heaFtft. • Tt^ amdint'of dbine pnH 
Tidenoe St. Catfawine ciqierienoed. 

At tlilrteMi ymnciagettihm enrnettlydcHred to misecrato 
herself to the divine service in a religious state, thinking a 
contemplat'n e life the most secure for her, and it best suited 
her inclijiatiuiia. liut she was overruled by obedience to her 
paronts, and by the advioe oi those from whom alip hoped tD 
iMVft what the dfrineirili required el her. Thfee yean aftat, 
dbe- was mmikd by her fiiiher to Juliaii Adtmao, a gay young 
yiobleman of Genoa. Her hushand, dmnk wkh youth, and 
giddy with ambition, brought on lier a long series of grievous 
afflictions, which she suffered during ten years, and which, 
by the good use she made of them, exceedingly contributed 
to her mora pet feet sanctificathm. His brutish humour af- 
liMrded a perpetml trial to her ^tlenoe; his dikiyidatkm of 
hia «»wii ^tnmony, and of the great IMnoahe had toought 
him, perfected the disengagenent of her heart from the 
world, and his profligate life was to her a subject of continual 
tears to God for liis conversion. This, lier prayers, patience, 
and example at length ejected, and he died a penitent in 
the third Order of Sk. Francis. Catharine had a cousin named 
Tomtnasa KescH, who beiag left a wndoar about the aame . 
'tmie» niade her religions prdfcssioii in an ansteve nnnneiy 
of the Order of St. Dondnlc, and died pviorem In 19S4* 
• Our saint seeing herself freed from the scrvitLide of the 
world, and in a condition now to pursue the native bent of 
her inclination to live altogether to herself and God, dehbe- 
rated some time in what manner she might best execute her 
holydesire. At length, in order to join ^ active life with 
the contemplative^ and to bav« the happipefs of minist^iQg 
to Christ in his most distressed and soSering members,' she 
determined to devote herself to the service of the sick in the 
great hospital of the city. Of this house she lived many years 
the mother superior, attending assiduously upon the patients 
mth incredible tenderness , performing for them the meaoast 
offices, and dressing herself tbm most Icmthsome ukeiy. jSc) 
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heroic is this charity, that with regard to the institutions set 
apart for the relief of the poor, and attendance on the sick, 
Voltaire Sorgets his usual censorious malignant dispoiitkm in 
regard to rel^^ious initltiitioiit> to give them dae praise. 
dedares that nothing can be nobler than the sacrifice wbkh 
iSbe iuat aex made of beauty and jrouth, and oAeolimea of 
high birth, to employ their time at the hospitab in relieving 
4:hose miserable ohjects, the sight of which alone is humbling 
to our pride, and shocking to our deljcacy. In overcoming 
this repugnance of nature in doing many offices about cerr 
tain palieati It coat oor saint much diffionliyin the begjuniag^ 
,tiU bgr penerauioe the had gttaed m complele vietoiy orar 
.Iieneif* 

Her charity could not be confined to the bounds of her 
own hoepiial ; she extended her care and solicitude to all 
lepers and other distressed sick persons over the whole city, 
end she employed proper persons, wUb indei&tigable indu&- 

'try, to Aeover, yiat, and reUeve svA olij«its» Har §ul^ 
and.othcr enstecities were inoredlUe^ and it vaa her eoHalaiit 
atndy to deny heraeoies every superfluona gntifioation, andi 
still more vigorously to humble her heart, and overcome her 
own will in every thing. Even whilst she lived in tlie world 
with her husband, it was a rule with her never to excuse her- 
self when blamed by others, bat always to be readily inclined 
alnoee^ to aecote and poodemn herself. She made it her 
eonftant earnest leqaest to God, that h|$ pure and holy love ' 
night reign in her heart, and in her whole conduct^ by the 
extinction of all inordinate self-love, and in this sense she 
took for her device that petition of oUr Lord*8 prayer : TJiy 
will he done on earth as it is in heaven. The necessity of the 
Spirit of universal mortification and perfect humility to pre- 
pare the ^ay for the pure llyve of God to be infused into 

;^ihe aonl} is the chief lesson miuxh abe inoalcatea in the 
two'^priiifiiftel treatises which she wrote, tlie first entitled, 
On Purgatory, and the second called A Dialogne, In this 
latter work, she pain ts strongly the powerful effects of divine 
love ill a «ou), and the wonderful sweetness and joy which 
^equeiitiy accompany it.^^^ SU Catharine having su^ered the 

.P) TbfM irtftUMM art B«t Hfit fcf tU oommoD clt» of itiden» 
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Tnar tyrdom mi « le d R c rus and painful ilfami, ki which, tot a 

considerable time, she was scarce able to take any nourish- 
ment, though she rereived every day the hoJy corn in union, 
expired in great peace and tranquillity^ and her soul went to 
be united to the centre of her lore on the fourteenth day of 
fieptenaber IBI(^ she bong mty^tmo jneara old. The taoAar 
fif hor Hfe xtflstcs ocrtam muaetei by ^hichGod wbm pleased 
to testify her waedty to meB* Her body wu takm up ei^- 
teen months after her death, and found without the least sign 
pf putrefaction. Froni that time it wa<j exposed aloft in a 
marble monument in the church of the hospital, as tlie body 
of a saiiit; and ^he was honoured with the title of Blessed, 
which pope Benedict XIV. dMngedinto that of Saint^ etyln^S 
to ki t&e Mmlyvolo^ StCirtfaalne WitrnM (m Lafia FHica) 
Adomo/*) See her Ufe oanipfled by Mambotti, bar oonlea« 
fior, published in 1551 : also herwoifo. And the comments 
of Sticker the BollandlM, ad 15. Sept. t. 5. p. 123. For the 
justification of her doctrine, and the commendatious of h^r 
sanctity, see Paipera, the Oratorian's book entitled B. Oil- 
Ihorimi Qenneam iiteutnta. Printed at Gcmoa, A. D. 168f • 

ST, COHMAC, BISHOP OF CASH£L, 

AND KING OV HUNSTKft IN IRBLANO. 

HcTis called the mm of Cuillenan, and was descended firam 
kmg Engns who was baptized by Bt. Fatriclt ; and was pro- 
bably the first bishop of Cashel. fie is mnch celebrated by 

the Irish writers, not only for his great learning, but forhk 
piety, charity,\ alour, and magnificence i and is styled by them 
a saint, poet, and king. He was slain in 908, fighting against 
Flan, king of Meath and monarch of Ireland. He wrote in 
Irish a history called the Psalter of Cashel^ still extant in MS. 
^8 Ware tells us; and is commemorated on this day in the 
Irish M^rtyrology. See CJolgan, Ware, &c, 

1 
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SEPTJbIMBEE XV, 

ST. NiaSTAS, MARTYR. 

I * 

fVvMH his AcU in ^urius, and from Socrates, Soisumen, &c. bee Stilting, t« 5. 

Sept. p. 38. 

Fourth Age. 

Saints Sab as and N^cetas are the two most renowned mnr- 
tyrs among the Goihs. The former is honoured qxx the twelfth 
of April|;the l«lt^r» whom the (^e^ks place in the class of tW 
gje^t ifsmajt^ i» commeaMvatod iw Hias d«y. He wm m 
GoQi, bora near the banks of the Danube^ and converted to 
the filth in his youth by Tbeophihis^ who was bishop of the 
Scythians and Goths in the reign of Constantlne the Great. 
W hen Yalens at^x^uded the imperial throne in the East, in 
the ye^ ^04, the nation the jQoths was divided into iw0 
kingdoms* Athaiwri^ king 9f the Eastern Goths, who bar* 
dered iq>om the Bom«]|i eiii|are toward Thcaoe^ being a sansge 
prince^ and a decland ^Bimy tp the Chxistiaii religion^ In 
370» raised a Anions persecodon against the chnrch in his 
dominions. J>y his order, an idol was carried in a chariot 
through all the towns and villages, wliei e it was suspected 
that any Christians livedo and all who refused to adore it were 
pnt io death. The usual method of the persecutors waa to 
bum the Christians with their children in their honses, or in 
Ae chnKlies where they were assembled together i some- 
times they were stabbed at the foot of the idtar. In the nu- 
merous army of martyrs, which glorified God amongst that 
barbarous people, on this occasion, St. Nicetas held a distin- 

U was 1^ the fire tha^t^e sealed Us faith and 
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IM & JOHN THE DWARF, H. {AgiMi. 

obedience with bis bloody aad^ triuniphiiig over siDj passed to 
eternal gloiy. 

r fijr tbe Uvdy expectatkm of ahqn^iinmortaliijy udflio 
constSDt mneinbnmce of the Avtee judgmenti, tfio aanili 

courageously overcame^ the assaults of the devil, the world, 
and their^own i]esh. We have these enemies to fight against, 
nor €^ we expect any truce with them so long as we remain 
hi this mortal state. They are never more to befeartd then 
vAm die^ lull na into « ftlae ooadUmie bf •twrntng tbm* 
•elves to sleep. We must always watoh, by midnous prayer, 
self-denial, and flight of all dangerous occasions, that we may 
discover and shun all the dangerous arts and stratagems by 
wbiidionr cniky enemies seek to decoy or betray us into ruinf 
•nd we miislelwaya hold onr weapons in onr bends, thetwe 
tmf be ever ready to repoke all open essaulls. Many have 
fallen in the security of peace who had 'vnnquished the most 
violent persecutions. If we do not meet with the fiery trials 
of the mar^s, we are still in danger of perishing in a calm^ 
miess we arm ourselYes with wetofafulneas and £ortitnde« ^ 

ST. NICOMEDES, M* 

He was a holy priest at Rome, who was apprehended in 
tiie persecu t i on of Domitian for his assiduity in assisting the 
OMrlyn in tlieiroenflicts. Slid for intexring their bodi^ Re* 
ftidng eonstantly to seori^fiee to idols, lie was beaten to dentil 

with clubs about the year 90. His tomb was on the road to No- 
mento, and he is commemorated on this day in the sacramen- 
tury of St. Gregory the Great, and in the Martyrologies of St 
Jerom, Beda, &C, SeetbeActs of SfiLNerens and Arinllcnft 

* 

m ■ 

ST. JOHN THE DWAKF, ANCHORET OF SCETE. ! 

•»St. John, sumamed, from his low stature^ - Colobus, that 
is, tbe Little or^the Dwar^ was fiuniMis among the eminent 
anesentsainls that inhabited the deserts of Egypt. Hevetisadi 
togethtf with an eid^ brother. Into llie wt wi id a iue ss 

Scete, and putting himself under the direction of a holy old 
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hermit, he set himself, with his whole heart, and with all hig 
strength, to labour in subduing himself, and in putting on the 
'^diriue spirit of Christ. The first condition which Christ re* 
qiflVBty iSbm prcttwriniy article which he lays down for hlf 
• mi fkw^ b a pHwticeof perfcct grfMepial, hjr which we leam 
^'dto tDonmlves, apAaP a ur ncio a »uicihiatiOD$; Solongas 
Inordinate self-lofc moA pi i rt pm Fcigtt in Hie heart, they can- 
not fail to produce their fruits ; we are imperceptibly go- 
verned by them in tlte circle of our ordinary actions, and re- 
main habitually enslaved to pride, anger, impatience, &kvj, 
' IWiWlimrityj, and other 'vices, which often break forth In^o open 
'toamgieiilona oi Ute dhne hnr $ and a lurlch^ innrdinaAe 
#elf-lov<e, whilit it fadildt the empire In the mS^cficMy ind* 
tiuates itself, under subtle disguises, into all our actions, be- 
comes the main-spring of all the motions of our heart, and 
debases our virtues themselves with a mixture of vice and 
imperfection. Virtue is generally defective, even in many 
'i»lio desire to serve God, beoanae very feir have the omage 
^^lerfeoOy to vanqaiak tbemaelves; It it strange that men 
eiitfiikl be sobBnd, or so eowsrdly, in a point of tneb inlinite 
importance, since Christ has laid down the precept pe rfect 
abnegation and humility as the fouiidalioii of the empire of, 
liis divine gmce and love in a soul : upon this all the saints 
raise the edifice of their virtue. He who bnikls notnpon it, 
bttiUi i^on sand. He who, without this preeatition, ttraltl- 
plies tds i^ms, his hMh, and his devotiona, taiea a greatdaai 
of "paiiM to lose, in a great measnre, the Ihiit of lus labonra. 
Our holy anchoret, lest he should be in danger of niissing 
his aim, resolved to neglect no means by which he mi«!;ht 
obtain the victory over himself. ^The old hermit who was 
Ilia director, for his first lesson, bade him p]antinthe ground 
'A dfj walking-stick which he held in his liand, and water it 
•every day till it should bring forth fmit John did so with 
great simplidty, though the river was at a considerable dis- 
tance. It is related that when he had contiaued his task 
withont speaking one word, in the tliird year, the stick which 
had taken root, pushed forth leaves and buds, and produced 
fruit ; the old hermit gathering the fridt carried it to the 
ehnid^nndglvingittosomeof the bre^ucen, said: <<lUe, 
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ISC 8. JOHN THE BWABM, U. [^M* 

and eat the fruit of obv dieiice.V Posthumian, who was in 
Egypt in 402, assured St. Sulpicius Severus, that be was 
shewn this tree, wluoh grew in the yard of the BMOftsttfy, 
and whkh he mw covered witk boogfat and Iffrem Imm.^ 
SI. Jolm iised to say, that as a inaaft wlio fleet a wttd 
serpent coming towafds him, climbs up a tree to be out of 
their t each ; so, a person who perceives any evil thoughts 
eomiBg apou biiu, in order to secure himfrif against the 
danger, must asoand up to Ged by earnest prayer. Being yet 
a mnnae m the iTMinarfff alate^ and mmth ttkm irith Aa 
ekaniia of KeaTwlj contemplatioii^ he aaid one day to his 
eider brother : I could wish to live without distraction, or 
earthly concerns, like the angels, that I might be able to 
serre and praise Grod without interruption/' Saying tinSi 
and leaviiig lui cloak bdhdnd hi^ 

partof ihe wiUenieaa. After bcuig abaent a week^ he ra 

turned, and knocked at the door of his brother's cell. Being ^ 
asked bi< ii nue, he said: " I am your brother John." How 
can that be?" replied ihe other ; " lor my brother John is 
become an. angel, and liveanomore among men." St. John 
begged pardon £or hb raabneaa, and adaMywledged that thiti « 
viortal state does not admit such a per£ectioii, but requifes 
that contemplation and manual labour mutually succeed and 
assist each other, and confessed that man's life on earth is 
labour and penance^ not fbution. It was one of this saint's 
naaiMOs s If a gmend would take a lity^ he heg^ tibe 
f< siege by debairingttfrois supplies of water andpra?]^^ 
so by sobriety, lasting, and maeeiati<m of Ihe fle»h, are our 
affections aad passions to be reduced, and our doinestjc 
enemy weakened." 

How careful he was to watch again&t all occasions of daor 
ger, appears from the following instonoas.- As he was praying 
and plying his work in platting mats, on the road to ScelC^ 

he was one day met by a carrier driving camels^ who reviled 
liim in the mo»t injurious terms. The samt, for fear the trajj- 
i^uiUty of his soulsho]aldbeaxi(y way impaired^ ^irew down th» 

(1) OMier, Apoth. Patr. Litt i. n. 1. p. 468. RosweUl V|te Fktr* t* li|lf|i» 
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work he had in his hands, and ran away. Another tini€, 
wh^n he was reaping corn in the harvest, ""^he ran away, 
because he heard one ci the reaperar angry with another. 
Happening, one dflcjr as he was going to the chtireh of Scet^^ 
to hear two persons wndiglmg together, he made haste hack 
to his cell, but w ilked several times T ound it, in profound 
recollection, betbre he went in, that he might purify his ears 
from the injurious words he had heard,\ and bring his mind 
perfeetlj calm to converse with God. ^fiy this oontfainal 
watchfidness over hhnself, he aoqmred so'perfeet a habit of 
meekness, humility and patience, that nothing was able to 
cloud or disturb his miiul. * When one said to him : Thou 
" hast a heart full of venom," he sweetly answered : That 
is true^andmuchmoresothanyoatfaink/^ the following 
< example he mcolcated to others the great necessity of over- 
coning ourselves, if we desire truly to serve God. A certain 
young man entreated a celebrated philosopher to permit him 
to attend his lectures. " Go first," said the philosopher^ 
" to the marble quarries, and carry stones to the river, amoifg 
^ ihe malefactors condemned to the mlnes^ dming three 
years/' Re did so, and came back at the end of that term. 
The philosopher bid him go again, and pass three years in 
receiving all sorts of injuries and aiironls, and make no 
answer, but give money to those who should most bitterly 
mile him. He complied likewise with this prec^t^ and 
upon his return the esizperienced tutor told him he might 
now go to Athens, and be initiated in the schools of the phi- 
losophers. At ih t gate of that city sat an old man wlio made 
it his pastime to abuse those who came that way. The young 
novice never justified himself, nor was angry, but laughed to 
hear liimself so outrageously railed at, and being asked the 
reason, said : ** I have given money these three years to all 
"who have treated me as yon do ; and sliall nut I laugh 
" now it costs nie nothing to be reviled ?*' Hereupon the old 
man implied : Welcome to the schools of philosophy : you 
are worthy of a seatin them." The saint added i Behold ^ 
the gate dT heaven. All the fiEuthful servants of the Lord^ 
have entered into this joy by suffering injuries and hnmSi- 
ations w Ith mee kue^s and patience// To recoiu mend tender- 
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MM And Amtf to those wlio kboor in comwdng x>thers to 

God, he said; It is impossible to build u house by be- 
*^ ginning at the top in order to build downward. W e must 
*\jarst gain the heart c£ our neighbour before we can be 
« uiefol to him.'' 

It watanraalsajiQgof this samt: ''The safely of a monk 
'' consists in his keeping always has eell, watching constaiitly 

over himself, and having God continually present to his 

mind.'* As for his own part, he never discoursed on 
worldly affairs, and never spoke of news, the ordinary amuae- 
ment of the slothful* Some penKms one day, to tiy him, 
began a oonvmatiaa with him, saymg : We ought to 

thank God for the plentiful rains that are fallen this year, 
*' The palm-trees sprout well, and our brethren easily 

imd leaves and twigs for their work in rnakiug mats and 
''4Mskets." St. John axntented himself with answering: 
'' Jn like manneri when the Spirit of God comes down open 
'' the hearts of his servants, they grow green again, as I may 

say,andare renewed, shooting, as it were, fresh leaves in the 
*^ fear of God/* This re])iy made them attempt no more any 
such conversatioD with him. The saint's mind was so intent 
on God in holy oontemplatiim, that at his work he sometimes 
platted in cme basket the twigs which should haife made two^ 
and often went wrong in his work, forgetting what he was 
doing. One day, when a driver of camels, or a carrier, 
knocked at his door, to carry away iiis materials and instru- 
ments for his work, St. John thrice foi*got what he went to 
fistoh in returning from his door, till he continued to repeat 
to himself) the <taiel, my platting intrument." The same 
happened to him when one came to fetch the baskets he had 
made, and as often as he came back from his door, he sat 
down again to his work, till at last he desired the brother to 
come in, and take them hiraaelf* 

St. JohnJ<caUed humility and compunotioii the first and^ 
most necessary of all virtues* By the fervour and assiduity 
of his prayer and heavenly contemplation, all his discouri»e 
on God was inflamed. A certain brother coming one day to 
see him, designing to speak to him only for two or three 
minutes, being in haste to go book to his cell^ so ardent and 
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•wcct WHS Iheir eom^rsstiofi <m spiritual things that they • 

continued it the wliole night till morning. Perceiving it day, 
they went out of the saint's cell, the one to return home, 
the other to conduct him some steps, and falling into discourse ' 
on heaven^ their entertainment lasted till mid^dajr. Then 
St John took Urn agam Into his oett to eat a morsel for hii 
re fe c tion { after which} they parted* 8t. John ae^g a nionlc - 
laugh in a conference, sat down, and bursting into tears, 
said : What reason can this brother have to langh, whilst 

we haye so many to weep ?" A certain charitable devout 
jMiiig woman, named Paasla^ fell into perFerfy, and gndoaUy 
htlb'a diaorderly life. The monks of Seel^ entreated St« John 
to endeavour to reclaim her from her evil courses. The • 
saint repaired to her house, hut was refused entrance, till 
persisting a long time, and repeating that she would have no 
risaaoa to repent that she had spoke to him, he got admit* - 
tiQoe« nieii shtmg down her, he said; with his aoeiia- 
toned sweetness t What reason oan you haye to complain • 
** of Jesus, that you should thus abandon him, to plunge 

yourself in so deplorable an abyss At these words she 
was struck to the quick : and seeing ^e sai nt melt into tears^ 
she said to him : Whydoyonweepsohitteriy St. J<dm 
wf^ed i ^* How on I refiraSn from weeping, wUlit I sea 
^ Satan In possesdon of toui* heart f'^ She said f ^< Is the 
*^ gate of penitence yet open to rne ?" Hhe saint having an- 
swered, that the treasures of the divine mercy are inex* 
hnustible^ she replied : Conduct me whither you please/' 
Hei^npon, he, losing up, said: ^< Let ns go/' Th^pemtont 
MIowed him wMioiit saying another Wbrd, and without 
giving any orders about her household or servants ; a circum- , 
stniice which he took iiuti(^e of witli iov, as it shewed liow en- • 
tirely she wafi taken up with the thoughts only of saving her 
soul. She spent the remainder of her life in aastere peiianoe, 
and died happily soon after in the wilderoessj haHng no - 
odier pHldw than a hilkksk to lay her head ob« John 
learned by a revelation, that her short but fervent penitenue. 
had been perfect before God. When our saint drew near 
his end, his disciples entreated him to leave them, by way of 
Iqaqr^ aome wholesome tosaon qf Ohristian p€aFfection> He 
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tfiaeher, alleging bis oim nundm and pBsctke, he said: " I 
new foHcMPed my own wHl $ nor did I ever teach any 

other what I had not first practised myself,** St. Jolm died 
about the beginning of the fifth ceatury. See Cotelier Apoth, 
Patrum, litt. 1. p. 468 to 484. lioswe&de 1. 5. Vitm Patnun, 
tnuulatod iiilo Latin by Pdagiuffi deacon ol Bomey who 
cbounpopeinfiSS. Tillemanf , 1. 10. p» 427 • 

8T. AICARD, OR ACHART, ABBOT, C. 

Auschaire, the father of this saint^ an eminent officer in 
Umi conit and armies of king Clotaire II. and Ermina Ui 
meaner, were diilingaiglied for Uieir birtii and ridiet ameag 
Hie piime noib^tfcif Foitoo, Bnnlna's particiilar oluuMter 
wtm a tender devotkm and e a tti a op d huiiy piety, and Aii 
treasure she desired above all things to see her son inherit in 
that perfection in which it is possessed by the saints. There 
flourished at Poitiers at that time two renowned geminarieggf 
plefy and leeming ; one wai the episcopal palace, the otbir 
UbiB monaaleirf of St. Hilaiyin Hie tnbnrbs of Hiq city (nowa 
vcdlof^aiie chnfch, w he reof the kii^ of iWnee are ahbolB*) 
In this latter Aicard had his education till he was sixteen 
years of age, when his father called him home in oilier to 
introduce him to court, and teach him to aspire to the 
highest military honours. The devout mother trembled at 
the thoaght of the dangien of forgetting God^ ta which the 
afipmbended he would foe expoedl in t^ 
desired, that, as thdr anhldon for fliefar son'a advanoemei^ 
ought to have no other view than tliat he should become a 
saint, whatever choice was made, this end alone should be 
considered in it. To terminate the debate between the pa- 
rents, the youth was called upon to declare his incdinations. 
These he expressed to his fother widi eo mncih eemestness, 
and in so dntifiil and respeetM a manner^ as drew teen teas 
the par^t*8 eyes, and extorted his consent npon tiie 
spot, that seeing his son chose God alone for his portion, he 
should be at iibetiy to consecrate liimscif to the divine 
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wamm in ^Iniever -mlumclr be deiind id ^oiM«iaiiMi(e life 

Aicard, without farther delay, repaired to the abbey of 
St. Jouiii in Poitou, near the borders of that province, a 
house then renowned for the severity of its disGi]pline, and the 
sanctity of ks monks. From the first day that he entered 
thls uuMiaBteiyy to the «nd of Im life^ he exerted all liif 
endeaTOors and strength td become eveiy day mme- resigned 
more patSent/ 'more humUe, more eslaot in every obserFflnce 
of his rule, ai]d more fervent in the practices of devotion and 
penance, and in the di\dne love ; thus he never siiti'exed any 
thing to abate his ardoui', or to deaden the strong deairea nS 
Us sool in the pursuit of \irtiie, studying always to discover * 
whatever defects iropeired theyeifaetlon of his affir ct ioas or 
edioDS^ sevenilf eondemniog himself, aad daily saying mSk 
Ikesh vigour i I hme amdy bduM^ n&if T kmte hegim. One day 
being in the garden he seemed to hear a voice which repeated 
the 7th verse of the 83d psalm, that the just shall always go 
forward from virtue to virtue, growing continually in wisdom, 
till they arrive at the vision of God ; and was wonderful]^ 
delighted -with ilus motto end clwreelazistio of tne wtne^ 
The Mint'frpirents, after Us letaeetj ftmnded the abb^ of 
St. Bennet at Qninzay, about three miles from Poitiers, and 
committed the same to the direction of St. Philibert, ^ who, 
for fear of the tyranny oi Ebroin, had been obliged to leave 
lus monastery of .Jumieges, which he had founded in Neuisr 
trie, or whet ia now .called Normandy. This holy abbot 
pebii>led Quinsay with a colony from Jumieges, as be bad 
done » little befbre another monastery wlii<$ll he founded in 
the isle of Hero, on the coasts of Poitou. St. Phihbertcon» 
stitnted St. Aicard first abbot of Quinzay, but finding it im- 
possible to return himself to Jumieges, which he looked 
upon as the principal among all the religious foundations he 
iMid-ever established, he resigned tbet ebbeey to St Aicerd^ 
end remained himself* at dniniey.- Theise were theii; ot 
JnYttiegeSy-nme bnndred monks, limong whom St. Aicsffd 
exceedingly promoted all the exercises of mpu$isti^.pe|dBe^ 

St PhUibttrt is boaoutedoo th^SSd of Au£u»t. • ' . 

Voju, IX. . L . ' 
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qoalified for them.<>) He mt firtt exlnnrted hb vriigknM 

brethren only by htB example ; and this tn^nei^ of exluMfiingi " 
dumb a^it was, proved most effectwal, 

Hiis assiduity in ^raye»f his modesty, his meekness lAie 
hi tt fl etfity of hi* pmamie^ tmd hia ioniiPiikNii iMmviice mi 
^i^^poH of tote ttiaAe one exImaMlf dbniioiis 
liMir him speak whom ihey ssir do «o-wel] . He socm satis^ 
fied tlieir impatience, by giving t*hem admirable lessons cm 
fill the duties ot Christian pertectirm, especially on selfrdenidl 
imd the mliye diiesigageiiiful of Ifae hooit tbo ^mcU 
Mid aii ^fortiii^r liit ittstmotioiia trare doKvdreii in «0' 
Imder Olid ^tK^tioo ftiMiiior» thit'omy word ituid«^ .. dti^' 

iiiipression on the hearts of all that heartl him. It v'as the 
iinstom in his community for every mf>Tik to shave his crown 
an Saturdays. St. Aicard having oiiee been hiudered oin 
tfle Sitlilfdfltf , be)ptf to aliavo'biaMlf^forj«k^ ^m^iki^Smmh 

devil pickiilg up every hair which he had cut off at so undue 
a tkiie, to produce against him at the divine trihttnal.^*^ The 
hoUf Wte desii^ted; oHid parsed the dagr whk hb faeod Jwdf 
lilMMd$ iHiditi that ootidittoii grievowlj oeMaed Md 4mi»» 
di^tMfhod himself in fiill chapter tdlfck* ebimdMicto trf 
Those who truly consider the infinite sanctity of God, and 
the great purity of affections and fidelity in all duties which 
we owe to him, watch like Joh with holy fear over their heedo ' 
In nil ihgr dn^ brtng wnll iniwmd that iin fiiiliiriiH arill rMOjir 
'tibo tl^nlje of tl^r Mettsera^ or Ubi •lI<«pieFcing eye ^nd 
i4gonMi9 juatioe of • dtr Aieeod, hi his kst mo^ 

inents, being laid on ashes and covered with sackcloth, said 
to the monks: My dear children, nerer forget the last 
advioOy aiid> aa iliMm^ the testament ^f your most tender 

our wnike iM'vietfr 

*^ dwaya to loi^e ehae emUneT, ftod neiver to aofier Ae leaat 

coldness toward any brother to take place for a moment 
^ m j^aur breasts^ by whieh» jpo^fect chaiitj, which is the 

0) Rivet, Hist. Liter, de U Ftmcfy t» 3. p. 429* 43d^^> VitrS, Aicand aod Afil 
•nr ks DtToin Moiuut. t. 2* * 



^* mark of the elect, may saffer aiiy prejudice io j^o^r ^Qjiijb. 
IsLvain bave you.lpMiTlieiM^e yokeof.penaxic«j^a|^,4lll»fppp|i9^ 

is the squl of a yeligious house." Having spoken ihtm 
wordsy 1^^'^ bandd and eye^ ta^ax^s Iveayen, (l^ 

j^pily $urBeadei!ed haa f^ouL iB4» «lhe lul]|4^^ hi^rCrei^ 

49^9 im f1ie«ixt|r-^r4 4if his nge. A .cKaj?eli |¥a$ built at . 

Jumif*ges in his hoiiour. JDuring the incursions of the Nor- 
inaiis ^nd Danes hig relicks were conveyed to Hapjce^s, fi. 
^it> ^«^' between Cambray Mod -V ftlfOWUlW^ ifepf^iytt^t o|i 
iHie 'g>Mt abbey <tf .fit. YaMt, iin4 Ju!ne «liiQ» imatufd M 
4iqid0d cf Ais nonaater- ^ tbeiUfe of St* Ai€i|iv4 ^ 
^Inrkis and BaiHat^ 15 Sept. and another older and mpr^ af|- 
^jorate in MabiHon Act. Bened. Sac. 2, p. 954, &c. 
the commentaries and notes of Perier the BoH^di^t, t, 6, 
^fiopt. p. 80. and <Ni hia tnmnhitifflij Biilltoiaiit,^f)lteiChi!9e- 

■ 

ST. AP£R OR EVUE, ^. 

He was born at Troyes in Champagne, as was his sister 
<he holy virgin Apronia, bdumred at Troyes and Toul on 
Ihe fifteenth of July. Upon flie death of St. Auspldus, 

sixth bishop of Troyes in Champagne, about the year 486, 
he was chosen to fill that chair, for which he was prepared 
by a hfe devoted to the divine service from his iniancy. 
Bcnmius, F. Peter Chifflet, and F. Longuevai think him the 
eviiie with Aper who was luttrried, had heoB a judge, and 
after harfaig led for some years a worldly life was conmted 
to God, and served him with great fervour, as we learn from 
three letters of St. Panlinns to him. But the authors of the 
new Gallia Christiana, and Calmet in his history of Lorrain 
^ew, that this Aper must have been aboro one hundred 
years M befiire he conld have been bbhop, which ii iaere* 
dible. Nor does it appear that the Inshop had ever been 
married ^ on the coutrary^ he h|id served God in continenqr 



from I his youth. He might however be the same to whom 
Stdonius Apollinaris wrote with respect. Iii the history of 
Im life hm teal, austerMy > dfotiop, <ndL mimito are set forth. 
' He gp^rtmed that diocess seven years, and was buried in thh 
new dnmh which be bad begun to baild in the sabortis, anfl 
winch was fiaifhedby lus sneoessor. This chnrcii was'de^^ 
cated under the 6tle of St. Martin, but^ very soon after bore 
the name of St. Aper whose relick?; and miracles rendered it 
femous« A monastery was soon after buiit to this church^; 
and, in the decline of the sixth centvry, the abbot Apollinaris 
governed both th'is diurdi and that of Agammm. St. Leo IX. 
tMop of IVnd, aftorward pope, carried cesiain lellelKa of 
St* Mansnetos <tot bishop of Tool in the reign of Constan* 
tine the Great) and of St* Aper with him, and by them cured 
many of Lis attemlants of the pestilence on the road, as is 
related by Wibert, archdeacoii of that holy pope, in his life. 
The chief parts of the relicks of St. Aper is to this day kept 
with Teneration in his church. See the life of St. Aper 
amoBg-flie 'lim of the bishops of ToQl,'pnbli8hed hgr.Mar- 
tenne, t. S* Anecd. CoI« 991* and by Ctimety Hist, de La& 
raine, t. 1. inter Instrum. col. 121. ed. 2dfie 5 also the histoiy 
of the bishiq^ of Toul, 8m» 
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; SX. CORNELIFJsj POPE, fit 
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Oxii and Y^MkiBoot. Suijikeo, C S. SifyL 

' • • • , 

♦ 

Tu.bol)r pope FaUan having beim'eromed in&'Wmtft^, 
dom a& the tvrmtieth of Ja&iiary in the year 350, 4lie see oC 
Bome remained Taoant above sixteen moiiths, the dergy and 
people ?iot being able all tbat wliile, through the violence 
of the persecution 9 to assemble for the election of a bishop. 
St. Cyprian says^.lluit such was the vage of the pefaecirinv 
DeoRit, that be woaUmore eealfyliave enffiegreda ooaiipetilov 
in Ilia empire than ai Imhop in Koine. At length, howeimv 
when tbat eiiiptiror was taken up ia opposing the revolt of 
Julius Valens, or in his wars against the Goths at a distance 
from llome, Cornelius was chosen to hii .the apostolic iiiiair 
ia 251. - St. Cjpriaii'testifies that he was a penon of an un« 
Uenudied character, and virginal pnriljr, remaiiuUe for bia 
humility; meek, modest, peaceable, and adorned with all 
other virtues; that he wa^ uot advaiiced to the episcopal 
dignity on a sudden, but bad gone through all the orders of 
the clergy, as the previous steps^ and served thfs Lord in the 
faiotioos of each distinct oider, as ttie oanons require, At 
tte time of 8t. Fabian's deatb be was a priest in the Ronum 
church, and had the chief share in the direction of affairs 
during the vacancy of the holy see. Far from aiming at, or 
desiring the supreme dignity 4a the church to which he wa^ 
TmafA^ be snffued violeiii^e^ says tt«e same Si. Cjrprian, end 
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was promoted to it by force and compulsioa. In this we M« > 
the charader of the spirit of God» wbich teadies holj mei| 
jnrnnzi^ snot tusuuvc^ suicci cij nr xcsf uiu avcmn? men 

posts, which presumption^ THDity, andambitioii make others 
seek and invade, vvho by this mark alone, are sufficiently 
proved to be ^ost uawoi rhy. And Cofrnelius by gradually 
proceeding through all the functions of the ministry, accords 
ing to the spiiit of the chizrdiry had attained all the gracei 
and virtues by which he was qualified for that high station. 
The election of Corrielius wds made by fi due assembly of 
almost all the clergy of Rome; a great number also or the 
laity, who Were present, consented fo, and demaLtided hi^ 
ordination* The concurring suffrages of sixteen ancient 
and worthy bishops (two of whom were Africans) who hap* 
pened then to be in Rome, confirmed the same, and the 
elect was compelled to receive the episcopal consecration. 
St. Cyprian and other bishpps, accorcjin^ to custom, di»* 
patafaed to Mm letters d communion and esoigratulaticHK 
IfsAtm ^re thus setfled #beii the deiril found in N^TeHiai 
en mstmnent i» disturb the pedee of the chnrafi^ 

fFhis man had been a Stoic philosopher, and had gained a 
eonsiderable reputation by his eloquence. He at length 
embraced the faith, but continued a catechumen, till falling 
imgBHnklf iU^ ind his Me being dippairtd mif he we^ bip^, 
filed in bed, net by hmnenion, wfaidi was tbn the 
usual method, but by hifusion^ or the {souring on of ivefor* 
Recovering, he received not the seal of the Lord by the 
• hand of the bishop, says St. Paciau, that is tq say, the sacra^ 
jnent of confirmation. Both these defects were, by tibe an*- 
dbnt ^sdj^iae <if the dnirc^ bars to holy orders* Th$ 
Ctinioi or persons who had been i>apti4ed in bed in tim of 
^ckness, were declared irregular, and excluded from the 
priesthood; not as if sncha baptism was defective, but iti 
detestation of the sloth and lukewarmness by which such 
persons put olF their baptism till they were in immediatb 
daiigcr of death* Neratian^ aotwithstendiBg this dodhii 
urregnfaunty, was efberward ordained priests The pefeemi^^ 
tion coming on, he kept bimselr shut up in his house, and 

when the deaccms solicit^ him to go and saaisi his kre tbfc% 
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lie went magriii an^j, tayaig lie voold'no longer nm Of 
dmidi^ being fond of another kind of philosophy. After* 
WBTdf with a view to make himself conspk uous by opposing 
the pastom, he became very- rigid, and compiaint d that some 
ihut had £allen in the perseeutioq^ were too easily admitted 
4^in. Bgr tbia phaiiaaipal ^seal he ipade a amaU. par^» aod 
4xmnted some amqng the oonfcsforBy who Wf in priion at 
Some, in hia interat He waa nncli eaboldtii^d in lAi 
jpabala 1^ Novatos, a wicked priest of Carthage. This man 
bainrag atrenuously abetted the deacon Felicissimus in the 
tehism which he raised against St. Cyprian about the begin- 
ning of the year 251, to avoid the sentence of e3^commi|aif 
i^tion wi$h which St,. Cyprian tbvei|tened him, fied to Ro.m^| 
aipd thera joining Noraliaii^ either first stirred hiqi np 
jc^mnenoe en ffffen schissiy or at least very modb eneonragiMl 
)iim in it^ So notorionsly were amlntion and faction the 
aim of this tuibulent man, that though at Carthage he had 
condeiniied the conduct of St, Cyprian tow ards the lapsed as 
too severe^ he was not .ashamed to ground his schism al 
Bome upon the opposite prindple, calling there the sel£» 
fame discipline of i^e dipTeh a criminal relaxatloii of tM 
lav of the gospel* 

To frame a clear conception of this controversy, it ia neces* 
$ary to observe that those Christians who in the persecution 
had offered incense to idols, were called Sacrificati andThu* 
rificati; others who purchased with money of the imperial 
eiffipers Uhek or certificated of safety, as if thejr had offered 
mevifice (by wbioh thay were gnU^ of Ibe aajne scandal) 
were called Libellatica or Certificate-inen* AH the lapsed^ 
upon giving marks of sincere repentance, were admitted by 
the church to a course of severe canonical penance, which 
was hliorter ajicl iiiihh r with re^zaid to the certificate-men 
than to apostates; whiph term being completed (or abridged 
by an indulgence given by the bisho[)) they were received 
to oomninniptt. If any penitent during the course of bia 
penance, happened to be in danger of death, the benefit of 
absolution and communion was granted bim» This disci- 
pline was coiiliriiied by several councils at Rome, in Africa, 

fo^i other place#^ sip4 ^% this j^^ovt^tjaii too^ oifence^ prelend^ 
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ing that tbe lapsed cnight never to l>e a^(8fn adniHted to 

penance, or to receive dbsolution, not e\en after having 
performed any course of pennnee, or in the article of their 
death. Yet he did not bid them despair, but lef|; them to 
the divine mercy, exharting them privately (though exduded 
firom >flie oommunion of the rest of the ^ithful) to* make 
application to God for mercy, hoping that be would be 
moved to shew diem oompassloii at Hiedait fhj* ]}^ovatian 
foon added heresy to hw scliism, maintaining that the churdi' 
had not received ij uiii L hribt TM)wer to absolve sinners from 
th^ crime of npostacy, how penitent soever ihey miglit be. 
His followers afterward taught the same of murder and 
ibmication, ami condemn<jd second marriages. ^""^ Hk disci- 
plea were called Noratians and Oatliari, that is. Pure. Hav- 
ing separated many peraoDS from the commumon of Come* 
fins, he decoyed three bishops from a* comer of Italy, to 
come to Rome, and ordain liim bishop of that city. One of 
tliese bishops returned soon after to the church, bewailing 
and coniessiug his gnilt, and was admitted by St. Cornelius 
to lay*Qommunion ; for he i enialned deposed from his dig- 
nity, as well as the two other bishops who were concerned 
with him, and pope Cornelius sent others to fill up thdr 
^ees. Thus liTovatiBn was the first antipope^ though he was 
author not only of a schism, but also of a heresy, and was 
acknowleged bishop only by heretics. On account of his 
errors he is called by 8t. Cyprian/*^ A deserter of the 

church, an enemy to all tenderness, a very murderer of 
^* penance, a teacher of pri<|e, a coiTupter of^tbe truth, and 

a destroyer of charity/' • * * . ' 

l^t. Cornelius assembled at Some a synod of sixfy bbliops, 
in which he confiitned the canons, by which it was ordaiiied 
to admit the Inpsed that were penitent to public penance; 
^d bisiiojps and priests, who had tallen| only to the rani^ oi 

(«) JSp. b7* ^Ufu 60, FeUo. p. 17% 

. On the^e errors of the Novatiaps De CrimiDum CapitaUum 'mt«r yeteict 

we BelUrm. L S» «Ie Eccl. nilit. e. S. Cbrntimnot Abioltttione, p. 361* 'liot> 

taenia de Vts^ «• J; qa. 1. Atbaspi- heim Instit. Histor. Eod. ubc. 3. psit 

BMS Obicffr. 8eeL I 9» c 2h Met 14. Nat. Ales. mm. 8, to # 
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h/mmf wiUibat power of exercking any sacerdotal function* 
SRKPfttun who WB8 lihere preBent, and obatiaateYy refused to 
ammnmicate with adch penitentB, wag ekoo'mmiiiilcated. 

The confessors IMaxinins a pnegt, Urbanus, Sidonius, Cele- 
rinns, and Moses, who h«'ui been sedticed by Nuvatiaii to 
iavoiu* hj^ schism, were disabused by the letters of Saint 
pypmn and the eridence of truth and justice^^and ^€re all 
receiYed to fsomrounioa by St, Cordelioft^ to the great joy of 
the peofile, as appears from a letter of this pope to' Saint 
Cyfirian,'*'^ and from a fragment of the last of liis four It Iters 
to 1 a1)iiis l)islio[) of All ttoch, preserved by Eusebius. This 
historian inicirms us, tliat there were in the church Of Kome^ 
in the time oS pope Comehns ^ forty-six priests, seven deacons^ 
aereo svb-deooons^ forty-two acolytes, fifty-two exordsts^ 
kctors, and janitors, or door-l^eepers, and one thousand five 
liuiulred widows and other pour persons whom the church 
luaiutainedi 

St. Cyprian exceedingly extols the zeal and piety with 
which St. Cornelius behaved in his pastoral charge; an^ the 
coursge and stedfostness with winch he adhered to his doty 

in the most perilous tinuo. " Should not lie be ranked 
** among the inos.t iiiiii?trioiis mart}TS and confessors/* says 
he, *f .who continued so Jong under the expectation of tor- 
^* mentors and savage executioners from the enraged tyrant^ 
V to mangle his body ; • to behead, or to burn, or to crucify ; 
"or, with some new and unexampled invention of malice 
*^and cruelty to tenr nrid torture the bowels of this intrepid 
^* champion^ opposing the dreadful edicts, and through the 

mighty power of his faith, despising the torments where- 
'^with he was threatened? ^Though the goodness of God 
^'hath hitherto protected his bishop, yet Comelios gave 
** sufficient evidence of his \(i\c and fidelity, by being ready 
** to suffer all he could suDcr, and hy his zeal conquering 

the tyrant (Decius) first, who was soon after conquered 
^ in battle.^^^' Our saint^ who deserved by his constancy to 
he ranked ainong the martyrs in .the peraecotioa of Dednt^ 
4tKbed to bis crown a sIm^ time after. Dedns being de* 

^ later Cyprian, [ep. 46. ed«.^Pam. 49* ed. Oxon.— C«) S. C^r. ep. 55. ad Aoto- 
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enA of the year 251 , and was mooaaded by QtMm Ohm fanml 

of his army, who had betrayed him. The respite wliich tiiis 
revolution seemed to give the church was of a sliort conti- 
nuance* A pestilejice wliich ravaged the empire, alarmed 
the superstition of the new emperor, who theogkt he iheadd 
appease the ao^ of his fy«e gods by taking vengeaaoe on 
fbe Christiaiis> though his peraeoathm m called hf neat 
writers a part of tl|e sevaathj or a eoirtunuilkm of iStmi of 
Decttts, whose edicts he pot more rigoeously In ^ecodoo 
than that emperor himself hatl e\ er done. Pope Comeliiia 
wa8 the first person that was apprehended at Rome. Having 
made a glorious confession of his faith, he was sent into ba- 
nishment to Centumoella^^ now called Civita Vecchia. Saint 
Cjpxmn wrote him a ooDgratulatoiy letter Qpoa the newa el 
h&B hapiMness in sufieriag for Christ.(*> In this epiatla Imi 
elearly foretelb the approa<^ing oonffiicts of them both, aii4 
says God had (by a special revelation) advertised him of his 
own, and that lie therefore earnestly exhorted his people to 
prepare, for it in continual writchfiilness, fasting, and prayer. 
He adds: Whoever of us shall be first favoured with a 
removal hence, let our ehariijF peraevera with the Lord 
far oar brethren in nerar-feaanng pragfera nnto tiieEathar 
for oar brethren and nsters/' 

St. Conielitts was ealled to eternal bfiss m aSd, on th« 

fourteenth of September, on the same day on which Saint 
Cyprian was martyred six years after, though they are com- 
memorated together in the present Roman Martyrology on 
the sixteenth. The Liberian Calendar mentions, that Saint 
OmeHua having been banished to CentmneeUss, slept in 
the Lord oik the fourteenth of this numth. St Jcfom tails 
us, in ids Hfo of St. Cyprian, that thb holy pope was brongfat 
back from Centumcellae to Rome, and there suffered death, 
which b confirmed by Eusebius in his chronicle, hy Saint 
prosper in his, by St, Eulogius of Alexandria quoted by 
Photius, (BibL p« 1622.) St. Pacianus, (ep. 2. ad Symphor.) 
St. C^rian writiag to hk aqcqeasor St, l^ic^ (ep»68«} i||4 



ij> Cfjfit f^'lf fif.idls, 
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a letter to the next popelStephen (ep. 6?,) styles Cor- 
adiw i: biewed martyr. Hra rdicks were first interred in 
ll^r eenuitofjr oi Celn^, wkere Sl.Lcnr L birih m cbtptl itt 
hmmha of Iheiii Adrum I. placed thorn in « fltalelf chwrefa 
viiidfrie Mh in the city to Imrlng nme, a* AimMinr 
relalft^^ In the feign of Cliarles the son of I.ewis Deboii- 
nairc, the sacred remains of St. C^rrtelras were translated to 
CoTiipiegne in France/^) where the emperor built a church 
a»d monastery of canons to receive them, which in 1150 wat 
put in the hands ^ Benedictin monks; of which fammit 
aMeiy of St, Qcneiam » oooiidcnible portion ik these reiieks' 
3* to thia clif cftemned the rkfaest treasure* The liead and 
4Mie«m wnvnrenM^kriilwflMey of In^ ontiierh«rof 
that nail^e, near A\x la Chapelle, and there honoured with 
pilgrimages to this day, and liih acles. Part of ihis arm and 
otiier bones were translated from Inda to Rotnay or Rosnay, 
formerly a monastery founded by St. Amand in the diooe^s 
fo^ Cambrajr^ now in that of Mechline, between Conrtraj 
and Tournay^ and concerted Umg ai^ce intp a collegiate 
cfamch of eanona^^^ 

St. Trenaeus, Origen, and other fothers observe, that most 
pf the lieretics were spared in the persecutions, which fell 
either solely, or at least most heavily upon the Catholics* 
This was aomatuonas owing to the subterfuges of the heretic^ 
aHm to Hhp panociitofSi St, Cypriani in his last letter to 
pefie CfiikMlinft/^ imkes tlie ttftie remark concerning the 
Ncmitidfi^l but a^tHbntes it to the deril. Who/' i&ys he^ 

f* are the servants of God. wlioai the devil so molests? 
Who are truly Christians, whom Antichrijjt with all his 

^ See Pamelius in S. Cypr. Mirstu io Fastis, th^ BoUandi&U, p. 18d, Slct^ 
m tp, if HHh ^. «d Corn. 



0*) CempiegDe was a royal palace in 
ibe reign of the cbiidreu of Clovis I. as 
mppem tmm 8t. Gre^ry of Toim. The 
emperor Charles the BaU b»iit here a 
stntcly rhtircb aHjoinin^ to his pilaee 
witli a cloister, in which he placed one 
hundred canoiw and other clergymeii. 
l/Vbm tie WM cioivM fln^nor hf Job|i 
VftkiliiTly ftst pqps maJ* Ma a pf- 



sent of the bodies of SS. Cornelias ?tnii 
Cyprian^ which he deposited ia ibis 
ehureh, wbieh be called SS. Cornelius 
and Cypriaa'i. Pope Eugenhis III. end 
king: Le¥\ i'5 VI. expelled the canons and 
placed in this royal monastery roonkl 
froia St. Denys in 11^0, which hai^ 
adopted the refonnsOoB if the eoagitt* 
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might opposes? For the de^-il troubles not himself with 
those whom he hath ahcady made sure of, nor does he 

V labour to conflpier ihose that ire now in his power, fh^ 

** gceat enemy of .the chnscK oveclook^ them as his oopliws^ 
and paste* them by without duDking fliem worth hb no^ 
tice, whom he hath already seduced and alienated from 

f ' the chureli. and cnipUiys his pains and stratagems npon 
those jn whom he observes Christ to dwell. Although, 
if it should so fall out, that one of that wretched company 
should be seized^ he could have no reason to flatter him- 
self with any *hapes upon his oonfenion of Chriati aiiiise 

^' it is an ag^wed nde, that whoever anffim without Ibe 
churchy is'safar from bdng epMed to the erown of MA, 

<f that he continues obnoxious to the punishmj^nt of living 

*f forsaken it^" 



CYPRUN, 

ABjPHBISHOf OF CABTH^QSf 

Wt Immc liii llfi wfftlM tgp infills, hb 4tiMa»'sa e|«-«iineM toih prlndptl mi 

*«(tftfantioM,«idof UiMarfyvdoai. t1WNiat't«piilI«tfiiiiililiBi wNb aiiiyle 

liuiifat monk, prefixed to ibe cdltkNi <f tMifcthc rtn fc i» pNptnd BaluM^ 
Mire hb dmth, Iwt published Ivy Maran in I7f9, Tb« QnirimDic uinaU pf BiiWf 
JRiSnon, and msw of Dodwelff DkserUitioiu* printed la the Oxford edition* ut 
of srext service. Afaran has oorrectc d ^^rvrral mistekeiy parttealarly relating ts 
the sdiisin of Novatus* into wUcfa Pearsoo, TillemoQt> and all wbo bful wrote 
before him» bad been led. See also the lih of St Cyprian oompiled in Frenehby 
M. Lombert, wbo printed a French translation of all his works in 1672. Another 
elp^^nt translation of the same was printed at Rouen in 17i6» wiA kWBed 
maikf ^ an4 SiqrB)cens the QoUandisty U 3. S^pt. p. IBk 

A. D. 258, 

Thascius Ctprian was a native of Carthage, his father bein» 
ane of the principal icnaton of that city. Ha ma4« i^eat 
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impiWentents In philosophy and all the liberd arts, applied 

himself to the study of oi ntory and eloquence with great suc- 
cess, nud w.'Ls made public professor of rhetoric at Carthnge. ' 
This einpluymcnt was anciently most honounible, and all this 
time he lived suitably to the rank of hi^ birthin great pomp" 
and plenty, in honour and power,^ wearing a splendid, attire/ 
and'herer stirring abroad withont a pompons retinue, and a 
crowd of clients and foUoweni waiting upon him/ He teUs* 
ns in his book to Donatns, that he had lived a long time 
amidst the tasc es, which were the Roman enibJem of the su- 
preme magistracy : but he deplores that he was then a slave 
to vice and evil habits. .Tlie far greater part of his life he 
passed in the errors of paganism, and he was upon the bor« 
ders of old age when be was rescued • from the darkness of 
kl<»latry, and the servitude of vice and errors. 

There redded at C^hage a holy old priest, whose name 
was Cecilius. With him Cyprian contracted an acquaintance, 
aiul by his discourses on the excellency of the Christian reli- 
gion, he began to relish exceeding]y its divine truths, and the 
sanctity of its precepts ; but still his carnal heart made strong 
efforts in favour of the world and his passions. He describes/ 
In bos book to JDonatns, the struggle which, he feit withinr 
Uttisetf, as follows : 1 ]ay,V sayabe, in darkness, and I 

floated on the boisterous sea of this world a stranger to the 

litrht, and nnrertaiii where to fix my feet. 1 then thought 
wliat I was told of a seeoiid birth, and the method oi >a1va- 
tion by it, propounded by the divine goodness, extremely 
hard and impracticable. I could not conceive how a matt 

*^ could reoeivie llie principles of & new life firom the sacred 
layer of regeoevation, cease to be what he was before, be- 

*^ drnie quite ainew person^ and though sfUl veteiniiig.llia' 
same bodily constitution, put off the oH man, and he en- 

•* tirely renewed in ihe spirit of his mind. For how (thought 
T with myself) is so great an alteration possible or practi- 

<^ cable How ^hail 1 do to leave off on a sudden, and in ai|' 

<^ instant, radicated customs, in which I am gvown old ? IIow 
onoaewho roinains stittin the midst of tboteoljeetBwhic^ 

^'Imvesofengstrockandcfaaiinedlili aanses, sti^ himself 
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^'*iim^ and continvanae bave made fl»att)r^ to fioe, and ihey 
are closely rivetted in tlie veiy fraffie of ray being. W hen 
is it known that a person is trani^farmt^d iiUQ e^^d^i^^ 
of conatant fhigalify and aobriety, who has been always j^ai- 
^< cnitomed to aumptiioiit and daini^ ^ |dwf|ri 

and to indulge hia appetitea witbont mtraint? Hfmmvi^ 
does a man becomecontent with phiin apparel and unorna- 
*^ mented dress, who hath been used to sparkle in gold aiKl 
jewels^ and embraidiered garments? The man atttte-' 
tioos views^ wfaopkaaea luan«elfj and glcms in the egniii»» 
^ of power and aathorify^ ean nerer love an inglorioiia ffisi^ 
*^ vate life.^In lake manner, tliere it almoti a necessity ihait 
•*wiiie should engage, that pride should swell, that anger 
should inflame, that greediness of gain should devour, 
that ambition ibonld amose and please^ and that lust 
shoald t^nmnueoyera.man wfao hatib kiag ioMged^wb 
iodinationa. Theae, and aueh aa ihase were ftieiioentl^ my 
^ aoUloquies, Ibr as I was deeply entangled and ensnared in 
** the eu ors of my former life, which I judged it impossibles 
<^ for me ever to disengage myself from, I gave way tbe 
^ solicitation of my usual vices, added strength io ^enoL 
^* fauhilgence, and despairing of any ppspsUe mmi$ JHntK^ 
^ibe chain whieh waabeoonaetwiiifal tonie,'SOttbatfIJaolsed 
npon it as a part of myself. But as soon as the life-giving 
waters of baptism bad washed out the spots of my soul, 
my heart had received the light of the bi^venly truth, ^iMt 
^ spirit of God bad desoanded upon mn, .teoAi wna tfHmee 
^beoQ(iBe.a nevr oreatave, peesentlyall my dUBiesiA»(m9m 
^ surprisingly cleared, my doubts were resolved, and ftll my 
former darkness was dispelled. Things appeared easy, to 
me, wbidU before I looked upon as difficult and dis<j^u- 
s( .Wl^g : I was connaoed that liwaa able to do and sni^iitt 
^flitffc'Wbidibmtoforo had seemed iinj^ Vtbemrefi^ 
^ that the earthly piinciple nrhidh I derived firem:my first 
•• birth, exposed mc to sin and death ; but that the new. lN?ln- 
riple which I had received from the spirit of God^ i^ {lis 
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; directed all my views to God/* He goes on professing 
I all this to have been in him the pure s:ift and mercy of God, 
and aM^biitg it wholly to the power of his grace ; which^ he 
adds, we are bound contiiiuaUy to ask with earnestness and 
huzciiHtyy as by it alone we are enabled to will and to do. 
I ' Cedliuiy the holy.pviest, was the happy instrament in the 
liaiids of God, of his otRivermn $ and Cyprian ever after re« 
rerenced him as his father and guardian-angel, and to express 
his gratitude would from that lime be called Thascius Cecilius 
Cyprian, joining the name of his benefactor (whom he ac- 
luiowledged under God the au thor of his spiritua I life) with his 
own. Cecilius had^ in return, tb^ greatest confidence in his 
wtue^ and on h» death-bed recommended hia wife and 
^uldren to his oare and protection $ for hehad been maifiod 
before he was raised to the priesthood. Cecilius left behind 
• hira the most excellent character for all good qualities, and 
; Cyprian became, as it were, the lieir of his piety, says Pontius, 
j This author takes notice, that the fervent convert set himself 
I with great eagerness to read thelioly scriptures, and to inform 
i Ittmself of all those lessons which would be of use to liim^r in 
: his great design of obtaining God's fovonr. Finding the aa^ 
ered grades vexy coponain the commendation of pnri^ and 
, continence, he made a resolution to practise those virtues for 
! the more easy attainment of true perfection. ^ Soon after liis ' 
baptism he sold his whole estate, and gave ;jlmost all the 
money, and whatever else he possessed, for the support of the 
pooi^; by whix^^ sajFS Fontins, he gained two points of pnn- • 
tipal importance; renouncing and despising all aeeular-Tiewa 
(than which nothihg is more fidal to all the true interests of 
piety and religion) 90A fulfilling the law of charity, wlueb 
' God himself prefers to all saerilices. \^^ith the study of the 
holy scriptures St. Cyprinn joined that of their best expoai- 
. tors, and m a short time bec^ime accpiainted with the most 
approved ecclesiastical writers. He was particularly deligjited 
I wiHx the writings of his countryman Tertoilian, scarce passed 
^ a day wUhotttreading something in tibem^ and wh^ 
! Bofir'&eto» used to say : " Reach hiHier my master/' as Saint 
I Serom relates. But though he admired his genius, and the 
; Variety of his learmng^ he was upon his guard not to imitate 

i 
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any of his faults or errors.^'^ St. Cyprian^leda retirod peni-- 
tential life/ and by the ferroiir of his ocmTertion made sadi; 
wonderAil pragjteu in the excrases of d virtuosi liA^ that- 



(*<^ 8L Qffviin wrote soon ntter bis oon- 

venidn ]iyn^ eplsOt* or a treati'^e txj Do- 
natus wiio had been baptized with MfOt 
ADii who t»eetus U> tiave.b««D a companion 
ofhit •todiMin riMtofie. ItfaeiititM, 
On the Contempr of the World» or« On 
tbe Graf t» of God. The style is very pom- 
pous, like that of a profes&or of oratory 
attcustoaied to declamations, and leems 
toshvwfbat beemefKibfrOTitliafccai* 
^ojrment. In this work, he gives, first* an 
account »)f his own conversion ; <ihpws 
that tb« difficulUm, which the passions 
r4M,KHibb irilCiicMlnteljr cncpuntercd, 
•ad exhorit bit Inend to Mt no bounds 
to his' fervnur, sayinc: • 5 4. ** You will 
find your powers of v tioii wil! be nhvays 
etjuai toyour desires and process iu faith. 
F«r it It aotin haavenly, at it fe in Mitbly 
bawtftctiOBI. You are stiuted to no mca- 
fiure or honnH?iry in rpniMN ing t!ir pift nf 
God. The fountain of divine grace is ever 
flowing, is oonfined to ho precise liinita- 
ti«M, lufth no detetnihMte chanMl to 
mtrain the waters of life g let at iMIt In 
earnest thirst after them ; and open our 
hearts to receive them ; and as much will 
flow in upon us, as our faith will enable us 
to reeeive.** He taye, We Iwve « ten* 
tible proof how tbe invisible fiends dre ex- 
pelled, and &in dpansed ai^ay in our souls, 
Igr the power which Christians have from 
Ciod, of eompelling tbete impofe widiMo- 
< dering spirits which have got^peaiiMdon 
of bum.-xn bodie>, to coiifess who tbry ary ■ 
of f KjMflliugtbeiu thence by mere strength 
of arms, and of increasing their paiiu and 
pmrft ha i ie i i tB by varimn ap yl iea l iewt of 
our spiritual weapons.** tb. 

Bishop Fell remarks, that Teptnllian, 
Minutius, Felix, Lactantius, and others, 
meutioQ this miraculous power as pub- 
Hdy netwriaMi asd witb tuA eesMeiioe, 
that there is no room for doubt of the 
fisct. It wa«? promised by Christ fMark 
xvi. 17.) and why should we think he 
voniMaotperfiQrai it? tayt tiie bishop of 
Oxford. 

St. Cyprian bidsDonatns, suppose him- 
self placed upon some very exalted emi- 
neuce, whence be might take a view of 



the varipua nootiottliad agitationt of bv> 

osan life over the whole world. ** You 
win, ' says he, *' have u real com passion 
for the world, and your ihuught& wiii ri&e 
in gratitude and pnitetoG«Kl^forli«viiig 
made your escape from Itt pollutions.** 
The orator sets bffore bis eyes tbe bigh- 
ways beset with robbers, and the st^M 
with pirates, man^ countriet filled with 
aUthe fertef warapdMeodihtdj fer 
though a single murder is deemed a 
crime ; yet, ** that crime shall commence 
a Virtue, when committed under the shel- 
ter of pttbUe aathority ; and tlie moce, 
enormous the tise of the wiekedoett it, 
the much g^reater is its chance for im« 
puniiy." He mentions the inhuman 
kports of tbe gladiators, and Aghts with 
«jld beasts and tbe lewdness and wicked- 
■ett ef the Mane, ninistering fuel to 
every impure passion, and by snotbing. 
the affections, and indulging tiie sc ii^es, 
imperceptibly undenniniog all the powers 



plause is given with the loudest peals, to 
him «k» eau aet eMediiew amt to tbe' 

life. 

Cyprian puts bis friend in mind that pri« 



often abound with envy, |ealou^, incon« 
tinence, and pride \ perjuries, injustices,^ 
and oppressions often reigti in courts of 
judiealiiee; amkHimt eolf ndaee iiadf 
by iMolaf Midewry action that degrndhl^ 
bum-TD n-\tiire, and the rods of all xH 
[(onip ari!! IliUter is a;ei)Prally rriost siiaooe- 
iui ' tbe vanity of riches appears in this, 
tbat» themgli they are called geodt, th^ 
■Mt fte^tttntly tefve mm bst evil pev* 
poses, and they usually spread a thick 
darkness over men's understanding^. The 
close of this work is an exhortation to 
pietj, «Uebitth»eiiraiMdtelupphM% 
disengages the tool fireas. tbe eotaagle- 
ment^ of this perplexing scene of tbe 
world, purifies it from the dross ol aiai» 
fits It lir iaunorulity, and b tbe bailaM 
el tweet peace and safety. This inetti- 
mable treasure, tbe highest dignity and 
happiness of human nature, stands not 
in need of cost or courting, like worldly 
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whilst he was yet ia the rank of the Neophytes or persons,' 
lately baptizc^l^ at the earnest request of the people, he was' 

i| bUextiwordiiMiyinjefitbeiiigja^i^d' 



goods. It it the free gift of God, who !<; 
desirous to bestow it upon us. His grace 
flows into tlx- >oui, as the sun oT its own 
fcoord enlightens the dark corners of the 
«rth 9 M an .overflowing ibuntain cUkn 
Its waters to any nbd will use them ; or, 
as the refreshing dews (!p«;ceiid upon ibe 
thirsty meadows. To ha capable of re- 



ceiviog this Ulessing, 



a roan must raise 



Umdf abofc the world fagr eontennin^ 
iC» roust be dilig^ent in prayer and iu 
reading the word of God, sometimes 
speaking tu him, somciiines bearing him 
Ifwak : he roust diligently apply himself 
to the exercise of sU yirtues. A soul in 
vliieii thB Uafy Ghost setOen hi% »lKxle» 
mtit be fitted up, and adorned with the 
erabellisliraents of all virtues, with a con- 
cern proportioned to the digiyty of fiuch 
a guest. ... 

St. Qprian was silio a Uyinaii when 
he composed bis book, Oo (be vanity of 
Idols, shewing they could not be gods 
who were once men on earth, and infa- 
^tuous for their crimes. He proves that 
th« heiMms oftcvi worshipped the iMb 
theHwhres, tlie same Ivho sometimes 
possessed the bodies. For the truth of 
this lie appeals to the senses of their 
worsliippers, who were witnesses to the 
drrils ofteq makJog this confession, wbtn 
^Ai||wed Of exoreised by Chfistiaos. 1 4. 
Upon tiiis, passage bishop Pell oUiinB this 
observation : " This is such an appeal t»> 
the senses of n)aidviijd, that our author 
must have been out of his senses when 
he Mda iC.iT them hs4 wot bosn iioto- 
liety of Ihet to a«p|iort it. Let' our 
Bodern sceptics see what answer they 
can make to it.** Sr. Cyprian in this 
book transcribes sometimes .the very 
wosds of Tertulliao wad Minotiiu f^Vu. 
His two hooka t» Q»irin«i» (who seenui 
Sb^ have been at that time a catechu n*eu) 
are entitled, Of Testimonies against the 
Jews, and are a collection of texts of the 
Old Testament, pointing to Christ aud 
Ms ehaaoh; His thini hook of. Testlmo* 
nies is a lalfe coUetctioo otjiOifSgss^'fo^aH 
ing a system of moralitA^, 
St. Cyprian,* just after his entmooo 

Vou JUt 



upon the episcopal dimity, according to 
Pamelius, Pearson, and Tillemont, or 
rather a little before it, acc^ing to 
Dom Maran, ((or be exhorts not front 
any ehin of power,' hut trom tjeodemest 
of affectio^n, p. 3.) published his book 
On the Habit of Virgins. His master 
Tertullian had wrote a book On the 
veiling of Virgins, in which be says, the 
sanctity of their State Is proved " By^tho 
scripture of God, by the nature of iBodt' 
and by the discipline which God has 
established among men.** (c 15.) Saint 
Cyprian addresses this treatise to virgins 
devoteil to God. dedicateil to Christ;* 
or such *' Vho profess virginity, and d 
stricter attendance than ordinary upon 
the service of God." Iff tell?; tlit-ni, that 
*' continence makci a particular prufoji- 
sion of following Christ, and chastity 
hath particularly the kinJ^oWi dr^Mlit 
its aim and prospect.** He calls tbem^ 
The flower of the church's floek, the 
ornament aud lustre of spiritual grace, 
her joyful oiTapriug, the very perfectioa 
of hoooor and praise, the Snage of poft 
copied accord!^ to the paltere of bit 
holine^-s, the mure illustrious portldn 
of the flock of Christ." By them, says 
he, ** the gl.uri<ms fecundity of our mother 
the church richly flourishes, in them she 
partieotwrly rejoices: and» as their nooi- 
bers multiply, her joy inereiws.*' n. 3. 
He observes, that ** the more 6tiblin)e 
their glory is, the greater care is required 
from them." (ib.) lie. says that thehr 
reward is sixty fold, and iHnt t«» tlwt df 
martyrdom, which If ait hondNd Ibid; 
that if they persevere in their purpose's 
of chastity, they are plainly equal to the 
aogels. But great attainments," says 
be, " cannot Bo reached without much 
difBealtyand'stnigi^e. 'We i^con^ 
to sweat and take pains in 'dimfanig i?p 
an high ascent; and shall we c(»mplain 
of weariness in a labour which raiseih us 
to heaven ? You will support your toil 
with joy, if you look iltji to tXi^Skrbiin 
whiek it proittlsed yOn,** £e;^ " ' 
"fhe saint severely condemn? all painting 
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sufficient reason for dispensing in the rule, laid down by 
St. Paul agAinst admitting Neophytes to holy orders. 
JDuring thesborttiiiie that lie serred thechoMbhi tlie Mx§» 



pretends to meod the workmanship of 
God) and all allurements of dress, by 
vbicb many cause the ruin of others by 
flawing their eyes ai'ter them; be 
oliserves ibiic rk« attire, and cara in 
dressing, only become prostitutes, and the 
icripture speaks of them after this man- 
ner : ** It is accord ir)gly observable," says 
he, ** that uone are mitre sumptuous in 
lliair appanraimt than soch vIiom 
modesty is cbaapt and who are profligate 
in their character. The more curious 
persons are in setting off their bodies, 
the more careless they grow as to the 
nroaQeaU of their mlndft. Who would 
Ml abhor and dMn what hae already 
proTedkdattractive to others ? Who would 
desire or court what hath been found as 
jeertainly fatal as a sword or spear is to 
jtbe man that dies by it ? Were you to see 
1^ imn espire immediately upon eating of 
jlliell a dish, or drinking of such a liquor, 
you would conclude that it contained 
poison, and would by no means touch of 
the same." Haviiig censured other snares 
^|U)ddaugeroufoc«aeioiiiyhaadda:'*These 
/■nit^ Mrpi^p^ whieh the great enemy, 
the devil, miiicet Ida dif approaebes, and 
at last obtains rui entrance. Thus whilst 
our virf^ills s« t off themselves with ele- 
gance ut drc;»i>, and take other liberties, 
]th^ poieon works insensibly, and they 
perish before tbey are aware of it*** Even 
if they should not lose their honour them- 
selves, they are at least the murderers of 
others' souls.^ , * ' -^V' our saint, "you 
provide fue| ]Ray^*^o^ers* lust, am) put in 
.^tlUllr fray bfN^nioii of eio ^ ff* frith pre- 
.^teaded sallety to yourselves, you prove the 
destruction of othtrs, and kill them as 
surely as poison ur the sword would do ; 
what professions soever you may make of 
^meaning pf> jfvi{, yoor jpgind is polluted,' 
.and yo^,«(|pnpt oarat^eonnted guiltless." 
Riches are no excuse for fiuch dressing, 
because all that is superfluous is du*; to 
^ i^e popr. ** Let the necessitous be sen- 
aibla of joip' tlmndance,'' says, '$^iit 
^,Qrpria^ *' put ovt your money to'i^^ 
^wbio will repay your loans with interestj 
Feed your Acdaamer in hie des^'iitoand^ 



hungry members ; engage by your trea- 
sure many solicitors to the throne of 
grace, that you may be eoabled to per* 
severe in your purpose of chastity, and 
attain to the reeonipehse,''tel lis ed»* 
dudes with this Itjwet tO tbo virgins f 
'* Then remember me, when your virgi- 
nity shall, by blessed perseverance, open 
you a passage to the reward assigned to 
ft" H^iehwofflielaarljrelieirtbeMlel 
of the obnrch to hcvn amays Wn, that 
the saints in heaven intercede for as lie- 
fore God. St. Cyprian, in his 4th ep. (ad 
Pompon.) says, that a virgin who was 
noeoaed of having oo w ya ie e d criminally 
with a young man, ia to ha rinhiMbi M 
class of an adulteress, " as having broken 
her faith which she had plighted , to 
Christ." He will not have such virgins 
to live under the same roof with youi^ 
men, saying : Wto emfe a honso haa 
taken fire, the goods uiust be taiken dot 
with all possible expedition, or tli*' flames 
would devour them. A man in the midst 
of danger will not be safe if he AH down 
In it: nor will a amriiit'of ISM lie long 
ahle to escape l!be mediinatiohsorilifty 
who hath su^red htmifdf to be enta^gl^d 
in bis wiles and snares." (ep. 4. p. 10.) 

The book. On the unity of the Cburehg 
was composed by St. Cyprian a little he* 
foK he left hie retreat, and fMhMd to 
Carthage. In It he observes that 
devil sows heresy and schisms in onler to 
subvert souls which have escaped the 
snares of idolatry. After this, be demon- 
strates that tibe ebnreh oftMlitmMi. 
tially One. ' lie telb us,*tbat for a vUMo 
mark of this unity, Christ tmlH hie ehnrih 
upon St. Peter, and pave the power of 
his keys to bim ; though he alsogare the 
same power to all bis apostM, he #oiild 
have It take. Its ifkm liroin'one; and let* 
tied the whole upon that foundatfbn. 
The general rule which he lays down is ; 
" That in matters of faith, the way to 
come at the truth is very short and com- 
pendious, and'l!l«tl« inffead^of'tlli^ilsr 
proof." Then be produ^ the*iMly of 
the church founded oporvSt. Peter. **He," 

•iiysoiirholjridotfor, ^'-MaiwirflttaiA 
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4old fri idl W» '4ie ^ mny gmt filings ; and #Whlii 1m 

than a yttir after, Donatus, bishop of Carthage dying, th^ 
clergy ant! people conspired to demand th^t he should be 
tmsed to that high dignity in the church. At the first new» 
of this motionr, ihe humble serraotof Chiristtiad^ jtiigitog 
iilinseV nolfit for «q iKPeighty aofli etnpIojmiMt^ and 'l»egging 
fhat some more worthy person, and bae Iris siftrriors, might 
be chosen to iliat dignity. His declining it made the people 
keener in their th:"^ircs, ns it shewed him to be tlie more wor- 
thy. A great multitude beset his hoase, and gaardadali tba 
ways that led to it, soihatbemid^oleC aBNAebia-eMflipeftMi 
tiiem. He attiimpted to get tmt «t a whitihw » Imt iBodiiig kt 
in Tain, he yielded, and shewed 9ilnia«lf tofbe people, who 
were impatiently waiting for him, divided between hope and 
fear. He was received with great joy, and consecrated with, 
the onanimoua approbaHon of the bishops of the piwthce m 
"fhe year m» Inahtip VmMfa end Tyianeot iitftm. Vive 



tke reoumpense propounded by Christ to 

\m followers, who desert? his church. He 
becomes thence unsanctified, an alien, 
and a downrigbk ent>my. He cannot 'hem 

■jCUxi, for JU9 flrtlier, who bath not the 
dittMh for lib molh^. • Coal^ 'any one 

^capp who wa« not with Noe in the ark ? 
The oo^t of Christ was not reut or di- 

.vjded. Beiof ffeamless aqd undivided, it 
Whttvel^r enStaB t» lit l|wt bwepa- 

raMrJOMHi twhiBli'bMat ^fiaalnCMaed 

.fMion^ his followers. Who is so profligate 
and ab^ndoni^d, so fahe to the trust re- 

^poied'in hitn, as to imagirm that the unity 
which is maintained in htiaven may be 

.broken upon caHK? thM iIm ^liiifdi 

'«Mtt,Wrbkai is alwi^kiMMbed to m ti 
one, can be Split into more. To believe 
that this is poB'^ible, it grogs absurdity ; 
but to make any attempt towards it» is 

•^It^ghmi, jiidiactftwt. .Ottr^I^fiA tell^iis, 
there should be .one fold, and one ibep^ 
hehi. John x* 16». St.Taul inculcated 
this do<*trine. 1 Cor, i. 10. j^phes. iv. ^. 

. The church was pretij^ured by the house 
sf Rahab. Jos. ii. ia» 1^ ^ by the Lamb 
•'««• to^ ^aiMi> fo' vmti ho$mL 

. £xod. jut. 46. J^either is the flc<h of 
.Cliri>t to be thrown abroad out uf tlie 
b«use, or eaten but in the one, the only 
church.— I i such (heretiw or jKiiismaUei^ 



should even suffer maftyrdom for the 

name of Christ, ibey would not expiate 
their crime. There cAn be no such thing^ 
as a martyr out of the church. Though 
they should be thrown into the Ifae, or bn 
exposed to the fury of wUd beaftt/Wdi 
a death wiTl iipver be esteemed a rrown 
of thfMr laith and constancy, but rather 
a punishment of their perfidy. Such a 
man vaaf ba ptHtkn dm/A batoHBOt ba 
crowntd^If the tdbisiiwtie thonkl toJbr 
out of th^ church of Christ* he wilt never 
thence become entitled fo the recomffpnse 
which none can claim who are not in it. 
— lliere is but one God, one Christ, one 
-dinfiA, mm lUiVaAd ooa aaH i t bo^nf 
'Chliftian people.-^hataver shall btit- 
parated from the fountain of life, ca.n 
have no life remainin^f in it,Hfter liavii)^ 
lost all comrouaication with its vitai 
prindple." TViMMilbmwbi^bitwantinf 
in iona ebiNci'was quoted by Magius iL 
(ep. d. ad Episc. Istvia.) It . is iadend 
suspected by some to hare crept from the 
margin into the text; but Dom Maran 
maintains it genuine. The sen^e Of tha 
l^assage h, batravtr, - saiioiently dnur 
without it. See on this cootroveny 
B M^ran's npte, and BibliotheVIC fMi^ 

coti^ u liL p,.iiL aifik im* s ' 

% 
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priests <vith sonic i>f the peo])lc (j[)[)()>cd iiis election, allegiDg 
that iie was yet a novice ia the cliurch. St, Cjrprian treated 
4hei0 penoot a* if tt^ ba^Lbeea his b«st frieudt^ and 
putii^ io Mcii goodness .toward diem, ibal eveiy. bo^f 
iMliiilv<ed bim for it. In th« discharge of tbe episcopal fane-: 
tionft 'be^sbew^ abundance- of piety, charity, goodness^ and 
courage mixed with vigoiu a tid steadiness. His very aspect 
was reverend pnd, gracious beyond what can be expres;>ed, 
angra PoiUvis» and no one could look him in th« face withojit ' 
« aacret acire upon hia fifdriti I his oountenanoe had. a happy, 
mxtiire in k of «beerfiiliiaM and gravity ; his brow waa neir 
ther too contracted nor too open, but equally removed from 
both extremes of gayety and severity, so that a person who 
43&keidhUu might doubt whether he sliouldlove or respect 
him most : only thia was €»rtiun, that he deserved the highest 
degree both of respect and. We« His dress waa of a piece 
.witli his coatAtenance, neither a£Gbctedly 8oirdid«norpoaipoua» 
How careful he was of the poor wlien he was bishop, may 
be j|udged from his tender uesb for them whilst he was onjy 
a eatoohumeo. ^ * ' 

The church enjoyed peace under the reign of Philip for 
above a j^ear after St. Cyprian's pTonjidtion to the see 
*Carthag«. But Dedus who was aent by that emperor (o 
chastise certain rchels in Paiiiionia, was proclaimed emperor 
by them, and advancing toward Italy, gained a great victory 
,over Philip's forces, who was killed by his soldiers at Verona, 
and his ana at Rome in 249. Decius l>egail hia reign by. 
raising a bloody^ persecntion against the ehuvoh* The eru^ 
edict reached Cartilage in the beginning of the year 250. It 
was no sooner made public, but the idolaters in a kind 
^ of sedition^ ran to the manket-place, confusedly crying : 

Cyprian to the lions : Cyprian to the wild, beasts." , l^h^t 
saint was 'pnblidy proscribed by the -name of <^ CmBuis 

Cjrprian, bishop of the Christians and every one was 
' comrnanded not to htde or conceol his goods. By his re- 
markal)]e conversioii and great zeal, bis name was so odious 
to them, that in derision they called l^im Copriauus, ^alluding 
to a Greek word which ^n^fies dung. ' He was often aongbt 
for by th^ 'persecutoiB oia this ocosaion, St* Cjprian coii«» 
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suited God, according to lus custom^ what he ought to do« 
It is the part oi a hireling to fij when the Bock isJe^ dcalitute 
in time of dsiiger. Bat^here' were At that time many weak 
ones'anaioiig the finAcfol at Carthage, as appeared by the greet 
nnmbenbf tliose that soon after fell : the herock whioh th* 
enemy made there would ha\*e probably been mueh greater 
if providence had not presei'ved St. Cyprian, that by h]§ 
active zeal and autliority iie might maintain discipline, and 
repair the ruins caused by the persecution, lu order to pro^ 
care ib his flork all neeetaary aapjport and oomfort deriiq^ Uie 
•toiim, the holy bishop was peiwiaded that the preo^t- of 
^ing £rom one cify to another held good in his €aae>: .and 
ditring his daHberatioii he was favouTed with, a Tinon, i^ 
which Christ commanded liiin to consult his own safety by a 
prifdent retreat, as Pojilias testifies ia his life, and as Saint 
Cyprian hiiViselt assures us. The clergy of Rome who 
bty severe glances rejected upou Im iiight^ »b if by it he had 
In some measure forsaken the flock, were nt>t Bpptiified Of hitr 
rnddvei^ or %d these circumstances. Moreover^ by his atayie|^ 
ftt Car&age, the heathens would bare been "provoked to frU 
mora severely upon the whole oh«rah« * 1 ' 

' During his recess, though ahsent in body, ) et he was with 
his flock in spirit, suppiyiug the want of his presence by fre* 
'queiiL letters, pious counsels, ^idmoiutious, reproofs, exhor- 
tations^ and hearty prayers to heaven for the weUare miA 
pvospeiity of his chnrdi. He exhorted tiiem to Qontinual 
prayer toQod, aaymg^ What hath moted me more par* ' 
f< tiealariy ta write .to you la this-ma]iJier» was an admoni«- 

tkm which I reeeived in a Tiaionftom heaven, saying unto ' 
" iiic ; *Ask and you shall liave.' He assured them that 
tJie ChristiLui- In falliuii iuio sloth and a relaxaiion of man- 
nerd during the ioug peace, had deserved this scoilrge fou , 
ttwir trial and amendment; and that this storm h^d^been dis^ 
w^^psedi hy God before it happeootedy to a devout persM-Ulb 
Qui itiiigii, hy.a vkioii of ilie eijrfnfy^imdsr the^igffreirf'a'aiet^ , 
* ftiter (a kindiof gladiator) .wsatohing to deftroy. 4he fyiai^ 
because £hey did notabsid npttn Hhm giwd*^. li^ Hho $imm 

CO S. C^ypr. «p. 10. e4, Pam. p. SO.— <^ Cypr, ep, l|, sltOmr^) S» Cjfflt, 
•^ll«ci.<|aai»a»4i;: I .'• 
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epistle the «omt rnentions another i-evelation oi God, which 
he himself, though the last of all his servanls^ a6< lie st^el 
tnonel^ had reoeimi Goneenusg Iheeod of the pet«eratitm^ 
«bA lihe i i w i oi m ilwu «rftlie peaoe of the clkMRik.^ fll« Pjqpnuoi 
dkuring hit alwenoe eofnmitlied the eare cpillk t) ilM ini.h io osis 
tain vicars, of whom some were bishops, as Calduiiiui* and 
Herculanus ; somepi iests, as Rogatian, Numidicus, au4 Ter-r 
toUiif. By frequent letters he warned and eihorted his flock, 
eusmtBgdd tfie ccxnfettors m th« fneam^ and look carcf that 
piiegli in- tuntii ehoiild inrit them, and oflRnr tibaaacciiaaaf 
the ahar and give them the holy eommiihiffNi trery dny in 
their dungeons. Two nffairs at that time gave hiin miieh 
distarbance : the schism of Novatus and Felicissimus^ axidi^ 
acmtroTersy about the absolution of the Lafsed. 
. FdiciBsiiniiSy a turbulent dark of Carthage, had "laidi %'m 
fiitstB opposed the election and orcKnatton of 8t«'Cypriaa^ 
^During the retreat of that holy pastor, ?Sovatu?, a priest of 
Carthage, foi nied an open scliism. He wa^ a niaji of an un- 
(foietfiisposition, covetous, presuxDptuou£», a lover of novelty, 
^nd raepectod by the bishops in point of fidth. He hai 
robbed die vidows and orphans^ misapplied ihe remim of 
llie ehufch, lind snflfbred ias aged fiither to perish with han- 
ger in a certiin village, without so much as taking care to 
huTy hira. For these and other reasons the breiliren were 
▼ary urgent to liave him deposed and ej^coaunumeatedt Tha * 
ihaa of his trial was near at hand, whanfltepeneonfloabe^ 
ig^mahp no assemblies oafidd be hdd» In ardtr ta piwrent 
his cohdemnatlon, he separated MmMlf fitim his bishop, 
persuading some other» to do the game, and pretending tO 
ordain Feiicissinius for his deacon^ a man like himself, who 
had been convicted of several fraiids and robberies : they 
^Inera j^ioed in their sdiism by Sm othaf pvi0ste> and held 
iMr assambBea upon a mountain* Soma aonong tUe Laipsiil 
and confessors, wIkj were aogry at St, Cjrprian's severity to^ , 
>rapd the former, adhered to themj for Novatus received^ 
without any canonical penance, all apostates that desired to 
ivtum to tbe (»>mmiiniM «f the chuxali.^^ QL Cjfcmy indt 
ing other remedies only senred to make thascUsmatktmoi^ 
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insolent, sej^t ^ cqmmissioT^ to the bishops and priests, whom 
he ^PPc4o^ to f^iijft his stead, to decUu'e t^e cin^eaderg 
i|i9Qiig them e3pQ9]9innnicated | wkuph was ddne according 
iff bif, oiplero* tl^ beg^mi^g of the year 251 Saint 

C^pirian wrote tp his Aqc^^ exhorting them tobew^re of being 
misled by the schism, whiclj he calls more dangerous than the 
persecutions of the pagans. There is,'*says he, one God, 
and one Christ, and bi\t one episcopal chair, origijial^ 
fpimd^ on Peter^ b^ our Lord's authority. There cannqt 
If tbeinefiji^ be ^reotl^d anothec aljar, or another pries^ooii 
M Whatever ^ny man in bis rage orrasbness shall appoint^ ill 
defiance of the divine institution, must be a spurious, 
prpfane, and sacrilegious ordinance. Novatian and 
^oyatus haying kindle4 ^ schism at Bpme against pope Cor- 
V^Wk ^t* Cyprian wrote his excellent book. On tbe Uifk^of 
the Cbnrcb^ in which ^e more ^ly explains fbe same prin?^ 
ciples, whidi overthrow all schisms and heresies which can 
arise in the church. The case of the absolution of the Lapsed 
wjio returned penitent to the church, gave more exercise tp 
Jhe zeal of our holy pastor than the schism itself. ^ 

yirtii^ w^ioh stood the Qeroest persecntions, is often 
ll^eq to malt at the first ray of prosperity ; so dangerous ore 

^Is flattering blandishments. St. C3rprian complains in many 
parts of his works, tliat the peace which the church had 
enjoyed^^ had enervated in some Christians the watchfulness 
D^apir^ of their holy profession^ and had opened a door to 
iniii^QonTertswho hadnot from 
yrhich sources^ a sensible relaxation was fisooverable in fbm 
manners of many. Their virtue therefore being put to the 
test, in the persecution raised by Decius, many wanted cou- 
xjlgp to staiui the trial. The Lap8e4» .whether apostates who 

£p. 43. Fetlo. 3D. Patn.— (7) L. dtt Unit. [£ccl«i. 0. 90, t.<d. HuL p. U» 
•p. 11. ed. OxQu.^tc. de Laptis,xi. 4. % . ^ 

C^^Tbe flihufeh bad Miisyed « ktnd of 
ciltt /rom the dettb of Severus in fll, to 
tiMtof Pbirip iuS49, especially during the 
Sve years reign of the last emperor ; if 
we except, durincr this iuterval, frequent 
Wtomotioiu of the pooplt or mapstrates 
is ctttAui nlifM t and tbs afatA mianl 



pefMentloa n^di nfid aftsr ^tedtudi 
of Akxander mod M annMi, te duiv 

ing tbe tbrte years of the usurpation of 
Maximinus, of whom Capitolinus says, 
that '* never did % laore cruel bea&t ^efti 
oatj)ef«itl)«" ' 
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Iiad sacrificed to iclols. or LibellnHci who. without sacrificing, 
' had purcbased for money certificates that they had offered 
sacrifice, werfe not admitted to assist fit the holy itiysterief, 
before they had gon'e'through a most i^gorpns course of pub- 
lic penance^ consisttng of foni^ degrees^ anH €ii several yem 
continoance; as is pMcHbed fdt tnacli less heinbas sins tlum 
fliat of aposfacy, in tlie e!tniia\<m\ episfle of St. Gregory 
9Tlauiiialurgii<, written abont that time. Wheir^ during this 
penitential term, .ibsoiiitiua was given in danger of death, if 
the penitent recovered he was obliged to accomplish his 
course as to the austerities enjoined him. Relaxatious 
these penances, called indulgences, were granted on certain 
extraordinary, occasions, as on account of the uncommon 
fervour of a penitent; of which several Instances occn)* in 
eceiesiastical ^antiquity : also, on occasion of' a new vidfent 
persecution being raised in the church. 

Thiis St. Cyprian, in 252, when the persecution of Gallus 
began' to threaten the church, decreed, ** that all the peni- 
tents shot^ld receive the peace of the church who professed 
thernselv^s ready to enter the lists afresh ; there to abide 
-'^ theuttnost heat of battle, and manfully to fight for ihe name 
of the Lord, and for tHeir bi^n salvation*^ fbrthe reasons 
•of which indulgcjice he alleged, that it wa?{ necessary, to 
make a general rende^n ons of Christ's sohliers within his 
camp, who arc desirous to have arn.s put into their hands, 
and seem eager for the engagement. — So long as we had 
pe^ieeable times, there was reason for a longer continuance 
jof penitents under a state of mortification ; yet so ns ti» 
. rela t if in the case of sickness aqd danger* Norw pie Uyhx 
^^'have as much need of cdmtEiuriloo as the dying theit ba^ 
•* unlerfs we wbiild lea v« those naked imd defeiiceles*?, whom 
.f* we are exhortingand encouraging to fight our Lord's battle: 
whereas we should rather support arul strengthen them 
with the body and blood of Christ. The design of the 
" eucharist beiug to be a defence an4 sej?i|rify for those whp 
• ff partake of ity we slMmld fortify thtftyi whose asfely w« ate 
concerned foi*, with the' arondnr of our Lordi's hniij^et 
How shall they be alile to die ibr Christ if we deny than 
f* the blood of Christ ? ilow shall we fit them for drinking 
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the coj^ of marfyrdoaiy if ve will not fint admit them ta 
the cujf> of thtS'Lord?'^ ; It 'Wbb ako castomary to grant 
tedalgeneite to poAitents* who brought tickets ftism tome 

mfBLttft going to execution, or from some confessorin prisoa 
•for the faith, containing a request in their behalf, which the 
•bishop and his clergy examined, and often ratified. This 
practice w as established in Africa in Tertullian's time,^®^ ia 
S^fpt| in the days of St. Dionysiiis of Alexandria, in Asi^ 
V appeara ftbih the a<^ of St. iPionias, and ih other placet, 
. In 8t. Clyprlatf s dmethitf ciiMoin' degenerated in Aft^fhto 
a great abnae by tUe nraltfthde'ef such ticketsr, ancl tireir oftea 
being given In ittb peremptory terms, and without examina- 
tion or discernment, to the great prejudice of «ouls, and the 
relaxation of the discipline of penance. ' *' ' 

• St. Cyprian being informed of the mischief which threat- 
lened his flock in June 250,- sererely copdeinhed it bj three 
Vttimwhiiik he &{mtch||^d' togetl^ one' to themflcrtyre ati.d 
craftmorsv'the seccm'd to 6k6 priests' and deaconfs, and A thM 
ItoKis x>ebple. ''•In'fhefinll^^'^he e^f presses <!he utmost concern 
to the confessors that they had not been better instructed by 
his priests in the rules of the gospel than they appeared to 
have beei^ and that by their recommendation " some priests. 
^* had ^T^estirn'ed'to make oblatibns for the Lapsed/*^ and to 
adoMfi ihein totiie holy^udfaarist^ thatis^ indeed, toproiane 

^i^eyhiLV^kAxmik/h^ t(> cmnmVrnlon befbreany 

submission made by them to penitential discipline, before 
any confession made of their heinous and cr\nng sin, and 
before any imposition of hands made by the bishop and his 
clergy imto penance. — -Such pi iests, instead of approving 
themselres the true shepherds Of the sheep, become as bad 
*«*tK> them W^^bnichen/ anl3 mili!db«rs* ' IHr a tbisdiieToni 
^< dondfesbenibh is^'in ^sSBiiii. a cheat I'nor aile^ fhbse whdhcve 
^^ftfleu' Vaiseld by sudi helps/ bnt rather cast 'dbrMm^ an3 

•''(i||k|«ypr,^p. 57. ed. Oxou,.54. P»nJ.— « Tertull. De Pudie. c. 22.— Etw. 

» 

^'jSJ!^ conoittQMjated at vcn sdodHed-lgr t&A print to auks tlieir 
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eiCBQiplM of 3R0!lM^ preiAecessors, and tp consider how careful 
other martyrs, who are gone before you, were in making 
*^ such grants 5 duly weigh the re^i^^hlffftfigj and, justofce ^ 
the pietj^jof which yw lHUi4.taine^i <!g^ii entreat you, 

]FOi| iiee^ the pemsD^^ metpfoaH jn/frnti^tM vid^ 
carcimitaiv^Qi^ aijKlbftaiistire^ that their bnipiUatUxfi come* 
Tery n^ar the just measures of a legitin^at^ and tull satis- 
faction.'* The saint's letter to the priests^*^^ is a much more 
Pfevf^c^ ir^t^ilt^fi, sqn^e of their prd^, (ilfl^Olfi he thr^tens 
|9 mtiwi hqvg^ cdE^viofi, that i«^ tp (|iispe];^4) fprg^tting tl^ 

the chvrohy rashly and hastily ad^fitted pex^teqts to opfiif 

n^union upon the tickets of confessors; " Though," S£^ys he, 
they have not performed their pen^pqe, ipa^^ no, hu^ibl^ 

confessio^i of \bm «ifV rep«ii{«4 iWPWWQi^ <jf 
KonrU frnm the btal inn and \uM flfflMHr t ilia laolv fiaofihaaiii 

^aith : Whoever shall eat or drink unworthily ^ shall be gmltif 
/' cf the body ami blood of the Lord, 1 Cor. 3^i. 27.** Fleiiry 
{)p[i^rks, th|it St. Cyprian here does not tftjbe the ^OdA 

l^Ht $»r ^ part of ^Dfpi4niB to fho (Sraa^ifw^y x^4j> 
emifmion, w^i^h wa9 made aithar publicly or priyately^ 

v^|ter penanpe was ended, before receiving reconciliation by 

imposition of hands. ^''^ The holy bishop, in his letter to 

P^ffli^ jraqpimaeiui? to tib^iq restrain by their ady^^ 

%B|ibe4 IjF gpspel.f**^ ??a, hofParer, 4l«B^qm ii| €m ^ 
^l^n^ss, or pther ^xtrei^^ danger, and allows such, widi 
ficl^ets from the martyrs, to be reconciled, when they h^ve 
Vf^^e the huml^Je |;(imfosgiop of thdr sin before ^ny priest 

J* PT vkm ^ m www to nw."^^. 



(f$9f. la^!^ fl$BWf L 4*> 89CSa»br. Alb«i|tem Qbisrf. Ecdf«.0la9flL 
19. . 

C'^) A deacon micbt bt ^eptM^ts f i^f ««aaiu«4| bii( 1^^ jwrffsnpani^ s l)|9 >»UniH , 
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imaamf, mn^^osiam others smioiig tU» cQa£9samn <ii Gf^t" 
tktlgty wrote an impevio^s leHer t»Sl;*.€^Wi:.fipQii^ Ihii 

oi Bone tieinf' iSbmt vmal, St. Qrpfian wrote 

concerning this affair to the clergy of that church, who, by 
an excellent answer, coiiftrmed the same law of holy ponaiice, 
. and dbciplbic (jt the t^hiirch.^'*^ They we^e by that ttmM 
well satisfied of the jiut c^ons St. Cj^ma had hds^ re-^ 
Iwwlf ^aAll al ^ABli■fc0yer^-has^^ b• ob^ fe o^>s. GodCqiMb'^ 

veUgioiiy as to rete ilie9Q«ti^ty and Figour of it9 disciplin^^ 

The remedy too hastily applied can do those that are 
ftdlen no sort of ser^dce; but through a mistaken com- 
paaskrti, would fester ih« wound received by th« 
ottnce; and to tb^ir gie^ar deitrntioa^ deprive diie-?^-* 

#m|isiiliDci*» lot liow Ik it poariW^ Hial the i^te^Mp^ 
<^0MBe«f lbrgii««nBai'$1iQ«ldWr0ilft«fffect, if lie wIkkIi^A 

the dispensajtioii ol it, bec^^raes fond of increasing thn 
** danger, by contracting the time which sfjould be aUuvve4 
for the removal of it, by a le^tiniate and proper p^n^ce? 
If bye chooses only to §kiBk over the wound, aud wiU haI 
aUow due timo iair tbe opemtte 0S bit medicintt^ mn^ for 

f€ iq^cak out plainly, k not to cure, but to iUII.*-nLet peajtamli 
14 knock at tbe doern o^ the ebnrobf bat let (hem not pro* 

ceed to violence, nor to break them open. Let their teaTf 
and lamentations, coiiiitig from the very bi)ttom of theif 
hearts, plead their cause for them, and speak their sba^e 
<^ and Mifow Irw tMv«Bi» Kay, if tb^ have nt}ly a jmt 
M homfi^pl t]|eii^ guB^ ttd woiUd bm tbo deep a«4 dnit* 

even alib witb abama. Let tbem aak, agreeably ta 

the rules of tbe gospel, witb modagtiy and humility .-^TUe 
l< mercies of God may be considered; but then his justice 

inter Cjrpr. eg. 33. cd. Oxon^^ £p. 3$-— C"^ Sfk 30. kites Cf fc ii^ Own. 
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^''should also be remembered. — He hath prepared a hea- 
ten, but he hath prepared a hell too,'' &c. A letter, ate# 
Mrhicfa the confeason at RomewiHite out of prison to tfaevote 
Afnca (much extolled thb and St Cjprian'a lettern 
though not otfw extatti) contrihulad rety mnch to dio sap* 
poplof disoifltiiie. ^ ^ 

• 8t. Cyprian writes of a certain priest named Gaius, who 
admitted the Lapsed to coiTinninwu!, and oF siieh otliersj 
Let them be guspemled t'i*oin their moiithiy dividend.**^**) 
For the revenues ^ the cler^ then eonti^ted i^ioAjr of the 
ofalatkms of 1^ feiihftal|' whioh wore: dbvModi OTerjr nlo^jlh 
Ibtd fbur papt«, uiii i^hMk wds aiungboii tdthe taiiiiop, mad 
one io h\U elergy, so ihi/t tho hMtop's slim e(|BalM thsit 
all his clergy together. The other two^paJrts w^^ allowed 
to the ]>6or, and the eNpeiises of oratories or churches*^** 
The Kunian clergy tell St. Cyprian; in aiiollier letter, that 
they hoped the impatience of the Lapsed would wear off 
with time; and then they will be thankful/'. sfHjr^l^j^ 
*<'tliat they have been kep^ iii -hmd-ior a season, iSXkfiMt 
f^enTooottMb^dej^isiiidedoii^''^ QThe sdiltuatias Nosnitiis 
and Felietflslimis sripporfsd^Aie oenftfeof tfeirLapsed, and'the 
rebellious clergy and confessors? but Novatus* retired to 
^ Home in the heginning of tl^e year 251, where St. Cornelius 
was chosen pope in June that same year. St. Cyprian con- 
iratnMted with him upon his election, and they joined their 
MoeB Sgsinst the doahln scldsm 'ldndiod'^teth 'ot^BaiM 

^ l!M of tli^ yea)^'2W the perseentUtn wArf co nsi i iM 

ably abateii at Carthage upon the expiration of the ]>rocon- 
5?!tVW annual autliorify". It ceased by the death of the t^^o 
Decii, father and son, who perished together^ by the treochery 
of Gallus, their gcnei^al, as they were fighting against ihfe 
Coi^i; a Scythian lietleto^near Abrafiinij m Mysia, |>«rt' of 

kbcRtft 'two years and ^ iribnthif/ 8t/<!^prian wasMtoAied 
to Carthage in Apiil fhat^dme year, after/an exilo whk&thd 

(U) S. Cypr. €p. 34. ed. Oxon.— £p. 39. et ep, 5. See btthop FeU'ft BOte^ ibid* 
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criU Q^'ttro ye9l% thoogh: it f eema onlj to hare continued 
afaSmt foNirtec^ jBfOfithib ^ Tillemont oliaeiryee. Soon after 
bW V6(«rn Whdd a iiipltieroiis coi^ncU atCSacthage, in whicli . 

the schismatics were condemned, and it was ordered tliat 
the Lapsed should remain in a couist of penance. Saint 
Cyprian crranted them afterward a plenary indulgence in a 
second council whicli he held at Carthage soon alter Easter 
the folkyirnigTear, the persecutkm of Gailus 'then beginning ' 
to threaten the church, as has been already tnentioned. Oar 
sKfait is tiiought to faaf« read in- tho first of these councils his * 
treatise. On the Lapsed, which he . (mblished soon after he 
came out oi his retreat.^^J ' * 



^ ^) ill his buok, On the Lapsed, Ii6 ex- 
tols tb'(K crowot of tlie idartyn* but bit- 
terly deplores the lamentable fall of those 

tb:it h-\{\ apostatized, by which he says 
bid ver^ howels were rent, and uo words 
cou^d express his f^ricf, which admitted 
no alleviation but that of tears and sight. 
Arter shcwiTj{^ the greatness uf the crime 
of apo^t.i •>', hu p isses to the remedies, 
aud ijiveighs against a rash and hasty 
pretended recoticiliatioB. He," says 
the saint, '* would betray a great igno- 
rance of bid profession, who fur fear of 
putting bis patient to pain, by opening 
his wound, should softly handle It, skin 
it over, and close it upi not eleanting' it 
of the corruption lodged in it; for, by 
thi? iin'^k;!! il manng'ement, thn malig'- 
uity would take deep root, and taint the 
wbole ttiasa. The wound, welcnow, in 
all lueh eaMS, mCkst be opened, the knife 
must not be spared, all superfluities must 
be pared away, witliont regard to the 
pain occasioned by so sliarp a treatment. 
If the patient oomptalns, and cries otit 
for the present, 'be will afterward thank 
the operator when he finds his recovery 
bas been owing to such a treataient.-<* 
A' new source of 'dastractbm h tntdceti 
out afnoog us ; and/ as if the persecotlon 
had not done sufficient mischief, another 
comes upon us likely not to be less 
fatal. — A delusive absolution Is given at 
nad6nip dan^tmoB to tbegiwrr, WK^m 
ID the receivers. — ComiQlp l^resh from the 
altar the devil, their hanth ypt k- 
Sii^ wHb yie blood of the sacriiices oQered 



thereon, they wouiU fain i^proacb Hkn* 
higbest iny8terfcjs.*^In spite of the 

divine admonitions, violence is offered to 
thfc body and blood of Christ. 'I'heir in- 
trusion is not to be interpreted a less 
afl^tmt to our Lord, who presume (un- 
qualified) to rece^re tbe boty aaeianient 
into their bandit and mouths, than that 
which they ofTeicd him before when they 
denied and renounced him. — AU this in-' 
dulgenoa li BO more benelielal w fAwaent- 
than tempestuom weatSier is to the fruits* 
of the earth, th^n a murrain to caffle, 
or^a dreadful storm to the mariner. 
Tfae^ who dispense it, subvert the only 
true Ibttndatfon wbidi tbe LapMd' can • 
have of any hope in God ; tb(^ r^emble 
utiskifful pilots, who, instead of conduct- 
ing their vessel safe into harbour, split 
it upotitiierodcf. The petee tbwt given 
tliejm is so far from answering its pn^ 
poses, Ih .t it directly thwart'^ t!,»Mn. 
By this stratai^cm the subtle enemy 
would wipe out of their hearts all i«> . 
tnembranee of tbeirpait oltaec^ and all 
sorrow fur it. Tt is none of his interest 
that they shotdd 'prpcate the wrath of 
God, or pass throiigU a long and labo* 
ffeus-penance." 

The zcaIous pastor sbews that penit^Mto 
deceive themselve<;, who think that a 
ri'conciliation C1^n be ffivoxi them before 
they have expirated their crime by 
iias«fl|«int pMvUM ^ir.coneeieooa ^ 
impoftitidn' of hand^ from the bishop: lie 
I ?r^v?, that the rrsprit*; and w<>rks of the 
i mart^^can prevail much with CbrUt> , 
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at the learned Mr. I>odwelF^> has )irov6d/'«NU6Bg i«be J09fk 



j^^i^^^^^^^i^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^j^^^^^ 



and that what they ordain ought to be 
graiitft', if it be just and lanfril; but 
not if they dematrnd a»y thing against 
the t:iw o( God and the gospel; Dor 
ought it to be presuiMd that maKy'rs 
for the igOB/ptH mould attempt any thing 
lo derogatioa from it. To strike a ter- 
ror into sinners, he relat*"? sevrrn! ex- 
amples of persons severely punished by 
God in a miractiloos ananiwr, Ibr being 
to boM ai to KMoive^ bod^and blood 
of Cbfirt bafbre they had done condign 
penance. Such visible chastisements, 
like that of Ananias; stuI ijnphii n, were 
frequeu^ iu the primitive age, (See 
I Oir* xi« 80.) aad ara aanilbla tolceas 
of tba lafitlble unnithiarntn which God 
inflicts on such crimes. " What dr(:ad- 
ful instances," says St Cyprian, (n. 13.) 
** do we see of God's vengeance executed 
upon many who deny blm! How Ument- 
aWa naicflia andatiiay caaM to ! Thougb 
ijbis be not the proper tioie af punish- 

ntent, they da Tiot escape it even here. 
It lights for the present upon few only, 
hut the example is designed fur all.— 
A MM wbok after ^eayi^g bar faith, 
frant lamadlatBly to tba pobnc baths, 
there fell down possessed by an evil spirit, 
and becooiing her own executioner in 
wreaking the vengeance of God upon 
herself, in her rage bit to pieces her 
taagof^ tiN laitraaMtit of bar crbnoy and 
being seiaed 'with cruel paiaa in her 
bowels, in ven,- little time, pare up the 
ghost." Hii adds an example to which 
be had been an eye-witn«is. The parents 
of a OMking little girl %ing fuff tar of 
the persecutors, the noiaa oarriad the 
child before the oiagistratet, and as it 
wss not old enough to eat flesh, they 
nave It some bread dipped in wine which 
renuuoed of ^ heatbeni^ libatioos^ 
4e Moa as tba hiat'of tha peftaaiitiov 
was abated, the mother returned, and 
having ^nt her rhilti ng'.iin, c:irr:ed it to 
the church where St. Cyprian was otler 
lug the great aacrtfice of the eucUarisC, 



Sacrificantibus nobis. The child 

and grieved all the time of the oblatioti, 
as it it were to confess, by all the signs 
it could give, Its unhmess for that holy 

ptaeob ''Ax tha eoaittimiou, vsh/gn kirn 
deaeoa bnvglit^t^ eap, Xha Hilmit 

turned its head, closed its lips forcibly 
to^«*ther, and with all its might refused 
to touch what was offered. Tim deacon, 
however, forced some of the blessed sa- 
araaMBt into tlie girfa asouth^ upoft 
which she was seized wlfh Violent con« 
vulsions and a fit of vomitinsr. Chri<it 
v^ould not suffer the h*»ly sacrament to 
stay with her after her bowels had beetl 
'polhitad with the baathaniih w ert l BM» 
< A woman, somewhat adnoeed ill ytairi» 
who had sacrificed to idols, crept in on- 
observ ed, whiUt St. Cyprian was oR^ring 
the sacriticei but she bed no sooner re- 
ceived the sacrament, bu^ she began to 
heave and ftniggla tn lilb» aelf Kha 
had reoeivfd a mortal woand, and losing 
ht'i breath, fell down trembling and sob- 
bing. Another woman whose hands had 
been polluted with heathen sacrifice, at. 
tha tried to open he? boa» in wbidi Am 
kept tba body of our librd (aaeordiHf ta 
the custom of that age for private com- 
munion when pertons coiild not assist at 
religious assemblies in times of ^persecu- 
tion,) perceived fire ariae Ithence^ by 
wbieh tba wat to alFrightad. that itta 
durst not touch it.* A man who had 
apostatized, havin;^ pnv^^tely rf>ceived 
the eacrament from the priest in his 
hand^ opening it, found nothing but 
athet« •Sevan! in the Uka drevaMtuicct 
wef« teiaedfaytiiielaaiitidrits^ and aeoBa 
lost their senses, and ran mad. • 

St. Cyprian fldd-^ a strong exhortation 
to penance, atid says, that some among 
the faithful, " hecauM* they bad once 
lionad only ia tbou^t and porpote^ 090- 
fcsse 1 this with mupb^grief to the prieita 
u.» God, doing severe penance, unbur- 
demiig- their consciences, and '■ctking^ a 
heaUng remedy fur their wounds ; know* 
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IhHBi Hie ^pofl^c age %o tbk period, iil!ftiefy, ttiPd^, die 
wiMii ilf Si^rflbfl8| CSi^ilf^uSy ttbWiiniiw^ 'I^^Mte^'lPdlybftt^y 



iifthit dod it lidNbir to 1w MM' 

nor modieed, no arts ahd stnttagtms cab 
delude or circniBvent him." " QuonlMm 
de hoc irel 'cofitaverubt« hoc ipsum apud 
licerdotes Dei duleiiter et simpliciter 
4BuIIIbiiC0|» vxAboImmMii ^ohMiMiifhB 
fikiaiit, aniral sui pbnaus ex^mint/' &c. 
n. 14. p. 95. Upon wbicb words the 
English Protestant e<litor of St. Cyprian's 
works makes this remark : This sub- 
■itiilun to « 'ffllftiM Wttdiof^ fcr 
tfeeir thought 10 a proof of Hie tet^ero 
which voluntary con fessiom stood in. No 
one coujd have called them to account 
for the purpose uf their heart, if they 
ted not of tbeir own aeeoM declared it," 

St. Cypris* repeats his p»<ettiii|f toKdto> 

lions to sinners : " Let every one of you 
ouke an humble and solemn confession of 
bttsiii wlkilst he is yet in the world, whilst 
Hi hk^Aod can tia tdmlttcd, VIrhilic 
his satWftMtioo, and tiM pardon given 
him by the priests are available with 
God." He puts them in mind, that this 
is ooi tu i>e obtained without much la- 
itentalidB and iorrair» nd wSdiottt it- 
ipliintincf diversiona, bnaqaets, iad ?ain 
ajpparel ; that if they would noam for 
a friend that was dead, how much more 
ought they to do it for their souls? 
"You have kitt your soul," says lie; 
**9«iMn«dM toriltpiittati fwipmin 
you survive this loss ; and will you not 
Ument and 'mourn ? will you not secrete 
yourself for a time from company and 
diverttsements ? B4^1d, fresh aggrava- 
tiMf nf your guilt. Miines Iwtv it left 
A'ihe^Hily remedy. Tbey who «bo1d 
represent this as heedtess, le.ive the icase 
iticurable and hopeless. Whilst persons 
rikshly trust to salvation against the terms 
^iftie gospel, tbeire It left no hope of it 
•liOQ^eny imtfomMB'ifNPutadk Lkt 
then mourn and weiep in proportion to 
the greatness of our sin; as the wound 
is larg-e and deep, let our care of it be 
A^ble^ let not the severity of our pe- 

i^MtSaHsfbomldl diort of tftt hdn. 
(msness of cor gMilt* You must ask 
Me iBTfest^f B«il eeotiDtte n 



^ett^i^^^^fesi ■aa^^^n^H'fc^ eMiirt> 
wmmfWRBSsni ^eyer wmmippnBMMif 

mtlit sjiehd wliole dk^t hi inrWw,'Miele 

nights in teaVs, and eVet^ tnom^nt of 
your time in mourning and lamentation. 
You must proeti^te yourselves upon the 
f^MMiid, fie dhMi Ih OftekcMQi Mod ^MMe^ 
neglect ntl aa% id dreifs and bmAident ; 
choose henceforward abstinence and fast- 
ing, and be diligent in works of justice 
and cbtfity. Your riches, wbicb helped 
to Mlifefe ind niin you, can no Ibnger 
l>e a just object of your love and Odbefw 
ence. You should rather detest them 
as a mortal enemy, avoid them as you 
would robbers and cut-throats; shrinic 
fi^ ftoi as you would fimn )H>iMm or 
tne'ldwd. TOy'dMdniMrteMfljr 
eoq^eyed in redeemin'g your erfme and 
yoar gnilt. Let the renlafnder of J'oor 
fortune be spent in seeking relief against 
the grievous Wound you have received. 
God who is to judge ymit'Mold be en* 
gaged by your loant toUlm, tolMCVMe 
your debtor. If any man will pour out 
his soul to God in fervent prayer, if h« 
will shed in great abundance penitential 
tijMo, if lie wlU iiboiir to pacify tHo 
wrath of God by vepeeted acts of jMien 
and charity, then iit, length !t Ibay be 
hoped, that be will pity and be moved 
to pardon, who said : fVlten tltou ihalt 
retuih^t imd repent^ tlum ihaU be saved. 
In* *sn* IS* He iMieCrtfe eon pttdon 
hiS*homUe sOppltcantti, his sincere peni- 
tents, such as briiiic forth suitable fruits 
of repentance. He can make available 
whatever either the martyrs shall ask, 
or tM Uidiop'afld mtbtaftrtrtof Hb lAiIMb 
'AtSk Ho 6a their behalf. Thus ft!e soIdMr 
of Christ will rally his broken forces, 
fight with the more ardour and courage 
and t)eiog inspired with |p¥ater degrees 
'of omMtancy antfUhnnte ftote larWMK 
Ue idniMfihote md Mine o# Me 
he 'd%riVe lipon himself the dNIiO 
assistance, and contribute as mtt€h to 
the joy aud triumph of the church, as ho 
had done to her dejection and ^ef.** 
This holy pastor tMrf* ftaMd MM Ue 
indulgence was too great? ** I wduld,'lls 
tor id^ld4:«i|iv« m tMR h-putt 4ve« 
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He amrfiBcui^ thwl he raei»ve4 from Qod inx express 



not rigorously search : nay, I even be- 
eoroe niy<?f If.an offeuder, I fear, by my 
too great lutlulgeuce lu tht: oiTeuces of 
otben; aodatfortboce whoAredeiiroua 
of cuiireftstoy llieir c|a with opeaMM and 
humilityt and making all ]»o=;^ihle satis- 
faction for it, tbe&e 1 am ever ready to 
embrace .wiU% mo«t true and cordial 



St. Cyprian's mo&t useful discourse, Of 
the Lords Prayer, was wrote soi>i» aftpr 
this ia%t treatif^) aod is strua^ly recom* 
meod^d St. UUtry aod St Austin. 
TIm lltft^'Wb«rted the monks of Adru- 
metuo) to 'j^et it by heart. 'Ihr aiahor 
shews tiie excellency of that divioe prayer, 
4iid explains iu its petitions, what wc 
am to«aB|c'of Cod. He nentioni the 
solemn hoars of daily prayer; the firpt, 
third, sixth, Sec and lays down the con- 
diiioas of prayefi . especially bunvUtj^, 
flwwence, atteati^i^ fefvour. and e«»i' 
tfiant perscferauce. The avenues of 
our souls," says be, "should be all locked 
up froH! "ur piifRiy, and God aloriC ;.hi)uld 
have access to i.Uem.~-It is a strange de- 
gree of iodobfiee «iid stiitb to •uOer oiir 
muids iit tbat time to ht: alienated frpm 
their proppp husiiusj. Tlds is to offend 
the majesty oi Go^ /by our careless ap- 
proaches whilst we profess to implore his 
«ttr«j.'* He taket notice that the priest, 
in the preface to the celebration of the 
eucbarist, said: ** Lift up your hearts;" 
and that the people answered: ** We 
lift them up to tlie Loid.'* He says, pur 
prayers ought not to be barren, or to 
ascend empty and unnttct Jed to the 
throne of grace, but must be accompa- 
nied with alaisdeeds and good works, 
vUeh will noiHDniend thibm to God. 
Sveellfliit maxims concerning prayer ocr 
cor in his epistles, esj>cciaUy in the ex- 
hortation to continual prayer, which he 
•fEDt'to bil clfitsx. ^^^^ charge that ift; 
•bntttd be also ewnuoi^ed lo. i;heliJ^ 
ftp. 11. ed. Oxon. 8. Pamel.) 

Upon the renewal of tUe persecution 
uuder Gallus aud Volusiauus, in ^% 

8t» Cypria/a wipte bis IIiibprtatMa.-l^ 



MartyidooW'to fbrU^ l^ia fioets opniM£( 

the day of trial. This work is coropilect 
of passage! f>f hyly scripture, these l>e!M^ 
the best araib which a bi&Uop cau put. 
into tbo hands of loldiertor Cbriit^ wbom'. 
it is hi* duty to exercilO Md train to, 
battle. Our saint, to comfort aud fortify 
his flock, in the time of the grievous 
pestilence composed bis book. On the 
Sioftali^ ^ PesUltnoe* 4ii it Jie shepi^. 
that true servants of God ought to rt* 
jnice in ealamities, because they afford 
opportuuitiM to e^^cise patience ^M^i 
all bcyoie «irttt«i, and to meHt liieaYen. . 
As for death, '* No man," says he, *'eaiir, 
be afraid of it, but be whf? is loath to go 
to Christ, nor can any oue be loath to go 
to Christ but he who bath reason to fear 
tbathtsludl have no pert In his ki/nj^* 
dom." He describes the happiness of 
those who are got out of the storms and 
liMrrican^s of this worUl* have inade^ to 
the boven of evtilMiaag bUi^ iui4 hm 
put on a happy iAOiortalUjr, lic|n^.^raid' 
from the dangers of sin, the assaults of_ 
the devii/and the conflicts of the pas- 
sions, of which he draws a patueiic and 
elegant picture. ' Too gwat a fear of 
dc«th in a Christian .he calls a proof of 
the wnut of lively faith and hope which 
fortify the mind, and enable us to de- 
spise the king of tercocs. '* Above oil 
thiacey** nya be, lio should he^c !»' 
mind the obligation we lie under to do,^ 
not our own, but our heavenly Father's 
will, as Christ has taught us to desire in> 
our daily prayer. Kow, how incontiil— I , 
and absurd is it for us to de&irc that Us, 
will may be done, when upon his sum- 
moning us to leave this world, we are 
backward aiui reluctaiit, and loth to an* 
swer to bis call ?— With vhoit propiitly, 
or truth do we bq| of him that his kii^-, 
dom come, when we plainly prefer before. 

a state of bondage Qp earth i Where-, 
fure do we so often lepeat our desieea to 
him. In htn^ his kingdom^ when it is 
evident we would rather continue here 
in a state of snbicciion to the devil, tlian 
reign with Citrist in his kingdom aiid. 
glory.*. . ' ' - • 
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to fly and lie concealed when he was proscribed or oallawed 
la the reiga of Decius. ' l?ontius, in h?.s life, tells ns, that it 
ynM purely owiog to hn fieer of offending God, wht<^li indaoed' 
liitt tatber to obey tlie commands o£God, than to be crowned 
y/nHh inartyrdam against the will of God, to wbow in every 
thing hje was entirely devoted. • Ite so firmly depended on 
the truth of those udmoiiitions which he received fi oni hea- 
ven, that he was persuaded he shuiild commit a sin by s^uf- 
fering, if he had not then concealed himself, when our Lord 
commanded him to do so. This histomn obsefvefty that he 
was preserved by a merciful providence, lest his weak flock 
•lipttld bAve been totally dispersed^ anid the dimplioe of 
{Msanoe enerra^ m it by the perseontions, first of the 
lieatbem, and aflerward of the Lapsed. During which 
dangers this skilful manager huund up the wounds of the 
brethren, and by his watchfulne>s defeated the stratagems 
by which the cunning enemy sought to impose upon those 
that were found not to be upon Ibeir guard* Sudh cdrcum- 



^Wt mentionis a certain fe11ow*biiliop, 
w^o, being almost at the last c^isp, was 
extremely shocked at the tbou^^iits uf 
<leatb. Whilst he earnestly hedged for 
«|iM tioie of rcspit«»'«yd«tti<tf a m*-' 
jeitic presence, and such a vwrabte 
aspect as iriort^^I eyes could scarce endure 
to behold} appeared standiuf by hiin, 
mmd waid with a good ditl of ■eemini^ 
displeasure: *' You are aMd both 
suiferinif) and of der^th ; yet ynu are im- 
willin^ to quit the ])!;\cf of sutFering. 
What then ahaU i do tor you, seeing you 
ymmXi knmr not what In arte?" Saint 
Cyprian addi: " I myself hava been fre- 
quently warned ijy express revelation 
from God, to declare in the most public 
and pciessing manner, that we ought nut 
to nMarn for the death «f tfaaee ufamn 
oor Lord hath called to hirosdl^ and de- 
livered from the troubks of tbts world ; 
isasmucb as we luiow, and should con- 
aMar, that the^ara not so properly taken 
away from us, as sent before us^ that 
tbey have only g'nt the strtrt of v^, 3<5 it 
were in a voyage or a journey ; and that 
though we may be allowed to miM them^ 

Vol. IX. N 



it is not fit we should lament them, asW 
t!icy were lost." He sajrs, our behaviour 
ought to agree with our words, and avow 
our belief that our departed friends are 
iaaeUteafbllie. R Is bis renailc, Ithet 
to wish for loim^r life for the salca of 
martyrdom, is an illusion of «f !f lovf, see- 
ing resignatioo to the diviue will is the 
aiest fM^RMt saerMoaof oundves to God ; 
and idds, " that we ought to shew the 
power of our faith, by bearing the depar- 
ture of otir dearest friends without emo- 
tion J and when it shall please God to 
call us to biraseir, we should gladly re- 
ceive his summons, and follow him witli 
rh*»crfulne'?<? and without delay." Lastly, 
hc^trongiy c.\!jort« all Cbristian^ heartily 
to wish for the happy hour of their death, 
ailt wot ba their, peeiaga to tlie glory of 
heaven, their admission into the kingdom 
of divine lo»e, and into the glorious society 
of the angels and saints. St. Cyprian's 
booki Ob the Lord** Prayer, and Oo tba 
MofCditj^ were poUiilied ia Freneh by 
the duke of Lm nes, under th6 laiaa A 
the S^de Lava^A ia 16S4. 
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itancas render the Tisioti mor^ credible at those ttiiHi^ wlM 
tniiacaloiis powers were freqiienf. 

« St. Cyprian, in his eleventh epistle to his priests and dea- 
cons,-^' mentions several other visions; one by which he 
was moved to exhort them to pontinual prayer. I re- 

ceived,*' aaya he, an admonition from heayen, in a 
/^yuion, laying: Ask, and yon shall receive. Next,' my 

people were directed in £he same Tision, to ask tat eertain 

persons; but they conld not agree in aslctng, wWeh ex- 
*^ ceedingly displeased him who luid said, Ask, and you shall 
n receive; because it is written, God maketh men toheof mie 

mind in nn house J'^^''^ *He suhjoinfi the vision of the net^ 
fencer^ representing the devil tlu^tening the people, whieb 
pointed out the impending persecution of Dedns, mi gms 
an accxnint of a third vision, in which it was shewn htm, that 
this 'persecution was drawing towards an end, in the follow- 
ing words : To the least of all his servants, who hath many 

sio$ to account for, and in all respects is unwortiiy of suctk 
^ a condesceosion, God, in his inEnite mercy, hath been 

pleased to. ^ve die following Erection, sapng : ^ Bid film 

* be secure and easy; for settled times are coming; and as 

* to the intervening dela^ of them, there is reason for it, 

* seeing there are some yet remaining to be proved in this 
^ trial/ Even as to the point of spare diet, we have some 

*^ intimation from above, with a manifest view of preventing 
<' any declensions in the vigour of heavenly virtne, thrai^ 

the allnrements of the world; and of disengaging ftkb 
** miiul from the weight and incumbrance of satiety, that it 

might more easily and expeditely watch for prayer.** 
Tlie English editor observes, Uiai this letter was wrote in. 

when there was no human appearance of times growing 
more peaceable. The departnva of tha Decii from BcAnie 
sopn afler, upon 'their expedition, made some abatement in 
the persecution, and their unexpected death put an end to 
it. The event proved tlie author to be neither an enthusiast 
nor aii impostor, who depended with gr^at assurance nj 

^) £p. U. cd. Oftoa. S. ftiD.«-4i9»f%, sMM.aL . 
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Hhom iMmaMf especkdlf tlioae which promiMd peooe to 
dtaatdii ofwIMiheimMaganft^ 1st x»0Bismi» tarn 
" mMh»f tmAmndfimm to make aU poaoible impvoyernento 

in virtue, tt|at when our Lord shall mercifully vouchsafe 
that peace to the church which he hath promised, we itiay 
return to her new raeo," &c. When some ot tlie Lapsed 
iMid wrote to St. Cyprian^ humhly and modestly begging po* 
taottoe And reoofidliatlon, the ho]y bishop aaid of themt 
" Thif Lord is my witness, how modi I oongratalate witii 
'^khem far thi§ regular ^end Christian oondnct/ who hath 
been pleased ;ilso to reveal to me, how highly acceptable 
*^ it is in bis siglit.*'^*'^ -He speaks of several other divine 
revelations which he received i^^"^ he was oileu directed by 
them in pmmoling persons to holy orders^ and in other oo* 
wrrettces. He waa forewarned by God of the revival of the 
lieraeootkm under GaUus) of which he wrote to pope Cor- 
nelius as follows: ^^A storm is coming, and a tut ions enemy • 
will speedily declare himself against us: tlu' struggle will 
not be like the late one (that under Decius,) but more 
sharp and insupportable* This we have had frequenti^ 
revealed io ns from Aawe, and thie merraf ol providence of 
*^ God doth often remmd ns of ii$ through whose asaistanoe 
and compassion fbr ns, we trust that he who in times of 
peace hath foretold to his soldiers tbe approaching battle, 
win crown them with victory when engaged in it.**^^^ 
Upon these revelations, he, by a plenary indulgence^ ad* 
ttdtted tike Lapsed^ who had entered upon a course of pe-* 
Mnee^ to the benefit of veooadliallon and commuiiion. 

In the beginning of tfak pertecutson^ in July 252, pope 
Cornelius made a glorious confession of his faith at Rorae^ 
and wai? bnnished to Centumcellae. St. Cyprian congratu-, 
lated him herenpou by a letter,^^"'' in which he foretells both 
his and .kia own approaoliing martyrdom/ Since it hath 
^ pleaaed God»" aaya Jie> to ainatiie me of , oar approach- 
Ittg trial; I eea^ not to andeaTour by exhorting my people 
•* to prepare lor it, and to join* with me in coatinual watch- 

W Ep. 13. ed. OxoD. B. 4.r-C*^ Ep. '^3, ed. Oxon.^^^^ Ep. 7. Sg- 6*» 
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fulness/ fasting, and prayer. Let us cry to God coritinually, 
and deprecate his wrath: for thia it oor Jieavenly armofur^ 
which wiU enaUie oa to atand nor ground wilh oonataiuy 
and cotirage. Lei us agree in remembering each other at . 
fins time of i^erll and distress— and whichsoever of ns shall 
first be favoured by our Lord with a removallieuce, let our 
affeciioij siiil persevere before the Lord fur our brethren, in 
t( newr-ceasing prayers for theiu." These two great saints 
Ihred in the closest and most constant union together ; we 
have eight letters of St» Cyprian to .that holy pope, bejrides , 
a synodal epistle; and it appears by these that he wrote to 
him many others. After tlie iiidrtyrdom of St. Cornelius, 
which happened the saine year, 252, on the fourteenth of 
September, St. Cyprian wrote a kttcr of congratulation t^ 
his sttocessor St, J^ucius, who was no sooner elected , than ' 
banished. Being recalled, he died about five months afiter 
his election, on the fourth of March, attaining to a glorious 
martyrdom," as St. Cyprian assures us.'^** 
The ])tistilLnce which broke out first in Ethiopia, in the 
reign of Decius, and ravaged successively all the provinces 
of th^ empire, fell most heavily of all upon Africa. It grew 
more violent under Gailns ; afterward destroyed th^ armies 
of Valerian in Persia, and seemed to redouble its virolence 
ih the reign of GalUen* It Is mentioned also under Clau- 
dius II. in 270, though its chief liavock is confined to tlie 
space of twelve years, from 250 to 262. '^'^ l^t. Cyprian de- 
scribes this distemper, that it began by a sinking of the 
strength^ with colliqoatiTe evacuations, and grievous mflam- 
mations of the larinx and parts adjacent: these symptoms 
were followed with an inward heat of the bowels, convol* 
sions of the stomach, violent reachings and vomitings, fiery 
rediitiss of the eyes, and mortifications in several parts, which 
required amputations of limbs; a weakness contracted in 
the whole frame rendered the body almost incapable of 
motion : a dolness of hearing or a dimness of sight also came 
upon the patients/^ Thia &tat contagious distempep swept 
away daily vast numbers, seizing whole ftmilies one after 

MoruL 8> 
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another^ without sparing one individual person in them.^*?> 
Ally in ddus dreadful juncture^ were in tlte utmost conster* 
iialloD^ everf one striding to shift for himself, and gsi to the 
greatest distsmcef^m the Hie heathens desefteA 

and esqposed th^nesvest Mends, tamhig the djriig patients 
out of the doors, as if they could shut death out with them. 
Living carcasses rather than men lay destitate up tfnd down 
the streets, begging the assistance of |)asi?engers. Yet many 
rwere intent upon an unnatural and cruel plunder of the * 
goods of others. 

St. Cfpvian, in this time of desolation^ assemhled the Chris* 
tiiuis' Id: Carthage, and spoke to them strongly on the duty 
*«md'adtantage8 of mercy and charity, teaohing them that they 
ought to extend their care not only to their own people, but 
also to tlieir enemies and persecutors. The faithful readily 
olBt'ered themselves to tbllow liis directions. Their services 
were setoaliy distrihnted $ the rich contrihuted large alms 
in mon^ ; the poor ' gave only their personal lahonr and 
. attendance, ha^g nothing else to hestow.-^]Bver7 one was 
'emhitlbns to engage In a service wherein they might so emi- 
nently approve themselves to God the Father, and Christ the 
Judge of all, and in As hich they had at their head so great a 
leader and commander as their L^ood bishop. How much the 
poor and necessitous were, not only during this pestilence^ 
but at all times the objects of our saint's most tender care, 
appears from the ooneern he expressed for them, and the 
orders he freq[uently gave about tbem in his epistles, * evea . 
daring his absence. It was one of his usual sayings : ^* Let 

not that sleep in thy rollers which may be profitable to the 
' poor. That which a man must of necessity part with some 
- " time or other it is wisdom for him to distribute so, that 

God may everlastingly reward him.** 
' All orders of men shwed the good bishop's attention, bat 
the clergy aboye the' rest.' So solieitous was be 'that fliey 
alK>iild be wholly taken up in the splritnsl fdnotiou of theUr 
*<%arge, that he reckoned it among* the great disorders «4iicib 
^ad crept iatu the church during the long cuiitinuance of 

• • • 
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petee before "Deciiis, that some bisUap^ neglecting thtir 
*^ hrgh trust, eutereil ij[){>n the manageuient k»£ feecolar 
attairs.'*^'^^ In the toiyii of Furois, one GeQiM4tt«. Yx^t/^f 
iKkd, iahis hist will, appjwoted Geiplniu& Famliinw, apid^ 

mmmi (frttmbd m mia«a ^nie4»diitlng th« time ifii qeiir 
Isries) wtd otker synodal decTOe«»of the earJie^ 9g^s, Corbadb 

^ny bishop, priest, or deacon, to eiigas^e himself in secul^ 
-business, uuder paia of being deposed. lii>Ii(>p Fell observes, 
that the Jtioman law^ made it penal for any one to refuse tbe 
4Mfiice of tMMtaJUa: or guardian, when offered* Wherefore, 
in thia cAae» the $fnQ4»^ infiiotod ib« penalij w hun. .v]^ 
iib0«id appoint a4M|jkop, prifltt, or deooop, eitjicr fom wy t or iy 
IpuurdiAn, foflmidiiig -^^ anf vevitoibranoe of luoi to b& ma^a 
^* at the eucharicst. (or mass) or any oblation to be made for, 
him after his death. — ^The reason of wiiicli was, tli-U the 
clergy should not be distracted from their holy ministra- 
tioaa that they uoff/oX att^od their altar aisd their Mcsir 
fices without interruption, and fix.aU their attendaac* 
^ rcU^ooa dnto/' aa St. Cypnaa sa^. Wher^fim be<or- 
•dcvfid ^^ftbaftlheaiiaeof Ai»aBM Vklor fihoiiMBf^ « 

tkmed at the altar-*that no oblai^on shotdd be made for hn 
•♦^ repose, nor the customary prayers of the thin rh be off< red 
up on his behalf,** as was n -anally done for tlie iaitiiful 
departed, St, Cyprian hoped by tliis insl^ice of eeyerity, to 
pfieveut any person from calling down ti^ a lower emploup* 
mnt the prieata^and lAwiatw o£ God* whoae mM^ time «odl . 
ffare tbould ba danoatad tiKbls altajrj^ 

In the pareaciitkifii or GUUiii«» some pri^^ wl>o pdebrated 
ike holy euchariat early in tha moriiing^mafie nte of water 
■only in the chalice, for fVar ol being discovered by the scent 
of the wine. This abuse St. Cyprian condemned and con- 
jfoted* f > He meuytkius the sign <tf fche<n?oss used at baptism, 
and on other oceasion^,^^) and saja$ *fA Christiaa is for^ 
iled by tha dafei|Mi>0 ai^a Uio cm8/'^'«> S^varal ottM^ 

t^*) S. C^. tr. 4c Lap$. n. 4.— W S. Cypr. ep. I. vd. Osm^^) Ep. 63. ad C»- 
cilium, pAf CNmm-^ Tiv f#pt. B. 9* Pe Vnit, Bedei* a» 18<-^(^ U »* Tti^ 
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Tiaiis wlio were not subject to the Romans, a great iminberof 
Christians of both sexes were carried into captivity by tlienu 
Upon this accldeat eight bishops wrote to St. Cypriaa^ im« 
ploring his ^ssitttance for the redemption of the priscniers. 
St. CypnaQ shed many tears upon reading these letters^ and 
was particularly concerned on accomit of the danger to which 
the virgins were exposed. At hi^ i ccouiiueiulation the clergy 
and people of C;irthage raised a sum amounting to an hun- 
dred thousand bestertii, that is, about seven hundred and 
eighty one pounds Bnglisl) Tliis money St, Cyprian sent 
to those bishops, charging th^m to have reconrse tohim again 
•upon all such oocpsions*^^ - 

Aboat the year 255 began the co n tro v ersy concerning the 
validity of bnptisni given by lieretics. St. Cypri.iii lia\ iiig 
been consulted by eigbteen bishops of'Numidia, coiictrntug 
that point, answered, that such a baptism is null, and to be 
reiterated : which decree he soon after confirmed in a sjmod 
of seventy- two bisl^ops^ which he held at Carthage. The 
pretended reasons fbr this mistaken noticm lie sums up in hit 
epistle to Jtibafaiius.c^^^ In wliat maimer St. Stephen main* 
tained the tradition of the cSrarcli upon this head, has been 
related in the lite of tli.it holy pope and martyr. What the 
behaviour of St. CvjM ! iti would have been, had h( ^( en the 
controversy determined by the decision of the church, caur 
not be doubted from the principles which he himself la3rs 
d0im.<^ Nor did he qnettioD die superior authority of Saint 
Stephen ; though in a point wlucb hie thought to belong 
merely to discipline, not to ikith, he thought lie might main^ 
tain the cnstum which he found established at Carthage by a 
predecessor named Agrippinus. NeitherAva^ lie \i nactpiainted 
with the dignity of the Roman see^ wliich he calls,-" The 
« chair of Peter, the piindpal church, the ori|g}n of tljie sa* 

(•19 1^ tt.«iL Own. 8. Anff. «p. IM* a. ||S«^^^> Bp. 78. ad Jutakn^^Q L. ^ 
Hsit. EccL p. 08. «t ap. 4». 8. Mi|Pi 1. 1. 4t Baft e. 18» p. M. t. 9> ' 

At the rate of 7/. 16s. 3d. t!ie fie;- | nnfs tables makes a Sestertius ^d. of onr 
tcrtium, or one thousand S^^tertti. Mr. present Eugliili c^MD^ Mid S SottftiuOl 
^^mith ia bis corrections ot Du Arbutli- 8/. 6<. ik^,. 
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*' cerdotal unity ; whither perfidy cannot find access. "^"''^ If 
he for some time ^t■t^.^v( (1 a wannth in this con trove r<v, how 
xpucb he repented of it appears by the book which lie after- 
ward wrote On patience ; mul if he ofiended^ this was effaced 
Id^ his perfect cluiritjr and glorioas martyrdom^ as St. Aiistin 
frequently repeats. 

Whilst this' controversy was carried on, the church enjoyed 
'same tranqinllity. For Gallus did not reign fuW two years, 
being slain by his own troops. Eiuilianus, who liad revoUed 
n^rainst him, met with the like fate after four months, and 
Yalenan, who next st^t into the thWine, was Ikvoorable te 
fbe Christians^ till, through the instigation of Macrianus, his 
general, he raised a most bloody persecution in 257, which 
raged three years and a half^ till that emperor was taken 
prisoner bj the j:^ej sians.^^ St. Cypiiaju so etiectually en- 

^ Ep. Sd. ad Cpniel. n. IQ. p. 8£5* See also ep* &6« AJitqniaii. o. 5. p. S43> 
U de Unit. £ccl« p. 76, &e. IU7muiidi.l|fiimii Dli wt t fc tio critieain Bpistolam ad 
yofop^um ailvenin dmrBtaai Stepbtiu 'p«p0 1. ir«ietiit» 17$8»4to. « 



• W The latter works coin posed |>y Saint 
flyprian are these that follow. The book 
To Demetrianus (an inferior heathen 
.magUtrate of Cartba^ei an acquaintance 
.of St Cyprian^ iWf 1> * Cf^emy to 
the Cbristiaus} is an answer to his invee- 
ttves, sb^wini: that the Christian faith 
was not the cause of the public calamities 
of tlie empire> with an exhortation to re- 
pentmee. The treatite, Of atnt and 
l^ood woric«» compiled afaoirt the year 

254, !*; a Tnovir«7 exhortation to nfms- 
deeds and works of mercy, as com mr^n Jed 
in the holy fcriptures, and as the means 
to obtain the divine mercy. The eutbor 
says, it is utteiff fDCKennble to come to 
the holy sacrifice, or pretend to celebrate 
the Lord's day, without making an offer- 
ing for the poor. In answer to the objec- 
ti«li wMcb eovdoonien eu^gestSt he 
^bewc that a nnifiber tji ebildiren to be 
provided for does not exempt a man from ^ 
this duty> but enhances the obligation, 
feeing those betray the true interest of 
fMir ebildren, who UtnA thtm to mil- 
flnn effwHoHy eml to pnto mem* 
rocyn before Christ ; and who do not pro> 
^are tbem tl^ divine pvotcetien by reli^ 



gion md alrosdeeds. He insists fuae^ 

upon this, th^^t the serttence of the last 
day will be given according to the abun- 
daoeeor deficiendea of cf^r alai|. 

8t Cyfii«n» In to «ool the lieeti 
which bad been raised in the Aspotes 
ahofit rebaptizinf heretics, eompo^ed 
about the year 256» bis book On the ad- 
vantage of patience.' This virtue he takes 
not only km ^ fflfCf«iqt of wnttpint 
and revenge, but fortbe train of all tboie' 

virtup«? which contrihiite to make a niaa 
n'-ercifiil, mild, geiitlc, torbfaring-, and 
iorgtviug ; and which enable iiim to ei^* 
diire ell torti of hafdthipt, end to oppom 
all sorts ^ temptations. He oh ie m |> 
that the hratlu'ii philosophers werestraij* 
gers to true patience, which supposes in 
the person po^es^ed of it, weakness and 
btteumty; wbesMtt they wove coaeeltod 
and puffed OfS enctediwgljr piaucd with 
themselves, consequently not jilea^ing 
God at all, bnt ftill of il^nnranco, prrsump- 
tion, frowardne&s, and vain boasting. It 
ie the bwioem el-n Gbiirtitta to le to 
reility, wbet tbey eonghi to be 'only |n 
appearance, and live up to that pitch pi 
•ttietit^ which th^tellted of. Hefooon^ 
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poanigedln0flo<^ to vMriyrdom, tluit many wlio had ftllen 

under Dedug^ and l>een by an indulgence reconciled by Saint 
Cypriau, upon tlie approach of the persecution of Gallus^ in 



mends the practice uf patience tVoiu the 
tumpte of God, froai wboM iltuitrioui 

iburit iiii it takes Hs rise, and derives its 
main Ijonour and diijnity ; ilso tram thie 
prerepts of the gospel, (he example of 
Christ, of St. Peter, " upon whom Christ 
lt<U» niMhtafed to Mid his eknrdi.'* the 
Other apostles aod holj patriarchs ; aad 
from tbscoQudentioiiof the ItttaiejiMlf' 
ment. 

St. Cyprian mentioDS the power of ex- 
oceisiBf and cwtini; devils out of human 
bodies in the nsiue of Christ hoth in this 
treatise, (n. 4.) ia that to Donatus, (n.4.) 
aiid in that to Demetrianus, (n. 9.) to 
whose seoMi he eoofidcntly appeals, if 
he woul I make the triaL WheMe the 
Engliali Protestant editor, in his notes 
upon this parage to Donattj!;, says : 
** This power of Cbristiaus iu expeUin; 
•vU demtBS horn the hodiet oTpanoM 
yotsessed by them, is so often appealed to, 
and so strongly asserted by theanaTiimow«! 
consent of the ancient fathers, that there 
is no roOm ibr to doubt of the fact, either 
eyeh hodiea wHa aa paHMMii^ ac ia 
exorased." rp'4.) St. Cyprian wrote his 
treatise. On jea1ou!;y and envy, for the 
aaaoa purpose, aad soon after the last. He 
shMite iltbataiwyiitteMotat«fiMW». 
berless evib, and the a i i Mf f of M ilifo l d 
sins ; for all sorts of vices are grafted upon 
its root ; that it is both a grievous sin, 
audits own present tornent. **lfyou 
Vill aat l«t your sfavfa ia tht twy h iea 
jw femgwoed,^ san hik "liv ^iMt all 
perversenees of temper, pursue tho?e 
cuurses which lead you directly to the way 
pf salvation, weed out of your heart those 
ttinsi MdMara'wyeh mdUliMhalt. 
and receive into it the seeds of righteous- 
tiess which may springup^aud bring' forth 
fruit abundaoUy ; di«fM|ca the fall and 
YsoomalilMiiigaat eatwHiaiia hwnnrs, 
rttwwa four ipi^ af all itti aithi> and 
sweeten the bit? eriiPS?? and nncoTir of 
your soul, Avith a truly Christian and 
healing medicine. The cross of Christ, by 
proper appliceCaMim wU d* that for you 
wMeh the tree did for the ItraeKUt Vt tke 
wataitof Mara. All tha h ittiff niw of yo» 



soul will be sweataoed* if the cross oi 
Christ ha afifliad to R in a proper ohhh 
ner. Yoa wfll then want no eaia aar ma* 

dicine for any of its distemper? ; but may 
derive yom remedy, from what originally 
impaired your health, ' viz. the tree of the 
fiNrfaMdeoMe. TbasdoethaneenMi 
davoCioM to Christ's passiuo, and MUti^ 
tion on that model of all virtue. 

Upon the ceasing uf the persecution at 
the death of Gallus, in the b^^ianiof of 
Che year St. Cyprian assembled % 
council at Carthage of sixty-six bishops, to 
settle the nffairs of the church. Whilst 
the council was sitting he received a coo* 
sultatioo fnm Mm, aa Afriean Ushop, 
whether new>bom infants should he hap« 
tized before the etg-bth day from their 
i)irtb, as was prtscribtd in tlie uld law 
with regard to circiuncisiun. St. Cypnan 
arith Iria oanettaaswandy **Thatao€M 
should be denied access to the grace of 
God ; — particnlarly infants, who by their 
tears and deprecations as soon as they are 
bora seem to implore our help in the 
Ptost laneif roix>ner» aad to have the beet 
title of any to the mercies of God. — If re- 
mission of sin be not refu<?ed to the roost 
iieinuus ctfeuders, how much iessreasoo^" 
says he," it theva for denying it tointntiv 
who beinf hut umlf boiB, can be guilty 
of no sin, this only etrepted, that, by 
beinf derived from Ad Am, their birth bath 
communicated to them the infection and 
iwahhiaat of hk oguMa.** (apk6i»a4* 
OxoQ.) No difficulty vat then moved 
about the practice of infant-baptism, but 
about the day • and even as to this, Um 
unaidmity of the avnod shews what wm 
tlM<«efieffai tradition. Evan TeflalliMI, 
who pleaded for the delay of baptism, 
pronounces him guilty of murder who 
s hpuld refuse it to ai^ in cases of necessity. 
See the tradUioA asd paetiea «f isM- 
b»]rtisai both is tha LatlB aad terit 

cburrbrs, cleaHv demon«?trated from the 
earliest ages of our holy religion by connt 
Acami, against the letter of au £iigii«U 
Anabaptist upoa that ftba/L (lamM 
Comitis Acami de Psdobatismo solemoi 
ia EedHia LatiBa«tQiPea..llMHi 17tt.) 
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jt courageously suffered niai lyiiiom ; whose example is made 
yse of to confound the harshness of Novatian in rejecting 
sucli penitents^ in the work of a learned coteroporary writer 



Amony tlie warkM doabHUly or ftdsety 
•Itifbuted to St. Cyprian, that Afftiost 

^blie shews, tras writteu in the same ac^e 
by a bishop absent from his flock in the 
time of persecution. Theibook Of charity, 
ftod tbe dtoeoune againtt Ntmlten* teen 
to agree with the former in style, which 
differs from that of St. Cyprian ; other- 
wise these three works might do honour 
to his name. The aaun^ mous book. On 
ft« nMmey ^ Hie dergy, h vntfemelr 
VRfttI ; m4 aenii friinen tbout the ie> 

▼fnth centTiry. 

The first edition of St. CyprianV vrnrk'^ 
(which appeared sooo after the invention 
ii jnrtotiDg:, wtthout tbe buni of the ' 
pBnIOgror I^aee tvbere it was printed) is 
more correct, and freer from fitilts than 
t^ose lliat followed. Among others, Eras- 
mus, Manutius at Rome, Morellus at 
JKnft* AnMiSirt, mid Rt^altias gai« tmr 
MitSonsof bis works. * This last author is 
called by bishop FeN a masked ordisg^uised 
Calvinist, his notes upon TertnlUan and 
81. Cyprian often must absurdly ieaniiig 
aMnids certain principleg eftlial iwt t on 

flifialinas. p. SM, an! Ptetitdldier, in bis 
exeellent Remarqnes snr k Bibliotheque 
de Dupin, 1. 1. Pamelius tirst placed St. 
(t^^rian's lettsn according to tbe series of 
ttee I •fcWIi outer it clHn|«di la fltamt 
every edition bdbfV and since. The excel- 
lent Oxford edition appeared in 1682, with 
new notes arldMj by doctor Fell, bishop 
of Oxford, together with tbe learned 
Mwp-ftMiAi Anniki Cy^itUMf Mid 
2>od well's thirteen IHssertationefC>|Mria- 
nicae, to illustrate rprtain mattrrs of fact 
aad points of discipiine. Baln^e prepared 
HBMF^tioQ of this father's works j after 
n^trnt iitth» ft «M CMBpietcd, MnM^t 
ante te inme places amended, and new 
ones added, with a new life of St. Cyprian, 
by D. Maran. This most exact edition 
was printed at Paris in 172G. * 

4M. i mo m ■■ilMlMtius justly adttlM 
the eloquence of St. Cyprian's works. 
The latter obsetres, that ** he had an 
easy, fertile, ag^recable invention ; and 
what is morcj a clearness of anderstsnd- 



lair ind a tpirit of penpieuity itifR 

throughout all bis writings, which is om 
of tlie best qoilities belmigiug^ to any 
discourse. He has a great deal of orna- 
ment in his narration, an easy turn in his 
expreatkiM, and Ibrce ta»d vigour in hli 
reasonings, so tbat lie had atl tbe tbre* . 
talents required in an orator, which are 
to plea'^c, to teach, and to persuade; and 
it is not e£isy to say which of these three 
bepanesMtaioateiDlncBtly." Hiitetiif 
to Donatus is too iMorately adbriMd { 
yet is both (rti!y eloqoent nnc! ver>' so- 
rious, thougb tioI -\ mod*?! ; for wc may 
apply to it the remark of Malebranebe 
cQaeenilog Seneca, TertitlOaa, and Bfon- 
taigne, that in ndi writers (be most vi- 
ciou^ dazzling fla'^br'; are most apt to be 
imitated, to the depravation of taste and 
true eloquence. (Recherche de la Verity 
1. 3. p. 3. c. 3.) 8t AnttiA s«y«, tb«t God 
permitted aone Bitoted omameatiy maA 
strokes of vain oratory to fall from Saint 
Cyprian's pen, in this his first essay after 
his conversion* to shew us bow mucb the • 
spirit of Cliiiatiaii aimplldty afterward 

MtMttdkld 11M SapCrilVOQB OfBMMHItto 0f 

style, and reduced it within the boumk ol 

a prave true eloquence. Tfiis i? tbp dis- 
tinguishing character of all tbe letters 
tbat St, Cyprian wrote after this, which 
my uMf adoilre^ mid iariteto ti^ 
Fsftehm. Yet, as the same JudMrnn mmh 
ter of style ohserres, his language has a 
laog ol the African rou^lmess and genius ; 
nor is it quite clear of that studit:d subli- 
mity that pft i iMiid In Ms diyt. TUi, 
h<MMvsr»iBMt soefa butthat bis eloquence 
still appears smooth and natural, and is 
removed from the style of a deelaimer. 
There is nothing in his writings meang 
^iMlal, or lasipM i nothiof thai ha» tlM 
tinctm of tniSmuf IIImMm. Bwy 
where we see a great soul, filled with 
lofty sentiments, which are expreijsed \a 
a veiy noble and moving manner ; his 

tHn j iii a hiajs ii iii t lw tens thtahoadoBoo 
of bis heart* Ho sometimes nass oertaisi 

words not agreeable to the purity of tbe 
Latin tong-ue ntortalitat remissa, Sec.') 
so di£^ouit a matter is it to ahitain.froni 
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8 gam st that hcresiarch, which has sf>Tnetimes been ascribed 
to St. Cyprian. Indetatigable was the zeal of our holy bishop 
ia exlmrtiiig the coaiegmm^ and in procuring tbetn all possi* 
Ue- cooHW, He -ms- ako cNuneful in devoatljr boooaring Ib^ 
toamwy nfthe martyrs, aflev their trimnplis, by saerifiiMMP of 
fWnlrsgiving to God on their annual festivals. For this pur- 
pose, ill retirement, during the first of these persecutions, 
he sent this charge to his clergy at Carthage As to those 

confe66<»» who die in prison, €ba«rf% the daj»<Mi which 
^ ibmydepmt this that tiiey maj be oommemormted wi^ 
^honomry as ftioM of the mariyn are,— Wa oflfar up hava 
^ the usual sacrifieaes and oblations in commemoration of 
*^ them." He says, in another letter to his clergy, speaking 
bf certain martyrs : We constantly oti^er sacrifices for them, 

upon the fearlyretam of those days, wherabiwe celobiale 
^ tibs memoriai ctf 4>0 mattjm' sefiMngs/' 

fflM saint desavibas i» bis aplstles the wonderiVil ieoastaEic^ 
with which the martyrs endured the most unheard-of tor- 
ments. They were sconrged, beaten, r.icked, and roastedj 
their tlesh was pulled off with buroiog pincers ; some wave 
beheaded witb anwda, others were run tikroogb with spears | 
eAan nose bsstevmentaof toraant wem enployed ahonttbe 
suae man tihan bk body-bed MbiIm. Tbejr wai«*plmdaeei 

and stripped, chained, and imprisoned, throw n to wild beasts, 
or burnt at stakes. \V hen the persecutors had run over all 
their old m e thods of tortoiea aad executions, they studied to 
bivent others mere b ar barou s. They not only Wtfied, but 
repeated the tomMmts; and vbere one ended, aootber began, 
nds emdly li ay eddad bvid} ^ mt, «biit Aeyiaftered 
them without leaving ihem hopes of dying soon, stoppRig 
them in their journey to heaven. Many were purposely kept 
vpon the rack, that they might die piecemeai, and that their 
pains might be lingering.: no intervale or times of re^te 
were given then, dmt the sense ef dMir tlinnenti might be 
vMwnt Mii te r mw s t en, mdass some dumoed to gire thaar ese* 
cutioners the slip^ by spiring in the midst of their pains. All 



» 

eoldi wbldi we dtOy btar liruai thoife with | LacftMitiat, St, Cypdw li one'of (lirsiaie 
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tlib did l)tti fendca- the fnth and patM 

iOiiatdoitt, and nake.tiiein more MiMsfly long for 1ieav«ii» 

The J tired, out their tortnentoro, oiFwoaine the aliarpest eiH 

•gines of execution, atul smiled at the busy officers ihi\t were 
raking in their wijiuids ; when their flesh was wearied and 
consumed, their virtue and lideiity to God were uiiconquer* 
able. The multitude beheld with admiralkxi these hearenlj 
^conflicts) and stood artoiushed to hear the servants of Christ 
in*ih« vudat of all Uiiai with nnffaaban fovde^ nakiDg a free 
aiid'hoU'ConfetsMMicf HiDydeadto^ ntomr; 
bvit armed a diviae power^ and the shield of finth. The 
holy bis^hop ceased not to prepare his people for the combat, 
by having this saying often in his mouth : All present evils 
are to be endured for the hope of good things to come/^ 
He was preserved, by a special providanoej dnring two snclt 
violeiit alomis, that be m^tbe the attppcart \ai a weak iioek; 
and the fttker of naH7iiBrrait.peidlent» and holy mar^. 
The iSbkd atonn in wlaA he waa involvedy was theeigjhiii 
general persecution raised by Yaleriaii ill tiie fourth year of 
^is reign, of Chnst 257. 

In that very year St; Cyprian was apprehended at Carthage) 
and on the thirtietb> of August presented before /Aspasiua 
Patema^i^ procmsul of Aitimi in ibm ooiiiieil-«€bamber. 
3%aa. Migteate aaiA Ip him: 'VTbe moat saerad eibpevom 
YalariaB and GalBan faasra ^^me nie the bMKmr to ooan-- 
niand me by their letter, thiit I oblige all who follow 'not 
the Roman wo rshii> immediately to conform to it. What 
is your name and quality?** Cyprian said : I am a Chris* 
tian and a hisbop^ I know no other gods besides the one 
true Grod, who made heaven and earth, and the sea, and 
all .thai .is therein. This God we Ctamtiaxm aerre$i]iia 
ttUBvetea "we Smplore hoth day and night for onnelTes» for 
*^ all men, and foe th^ safety ^ these very emperors." Whan 
the ])T oconsul further asked him if he persevered in that re- 
solution ? He replied that, " A purpose so well founded, and 
a will which hath onee devoted itself to God, can ne^ er he 
altered." The proconsul said : Go then into banishment 
** to the city Curubls/^ The martyr answered: I will 
go/' Tlie ppeansal aaid: The emperon have don^ 
f < me iha liawm lO'Wiiln to me notonhrbislioftt 
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but also priests. I would iberefore kitow what priests live 
in this, city/' Cyprian answereU : The Kouiaii laws 
wia^y jfoiHbid as to become informers : and I cariTiot dis-^ 
f* cover them. But they m^be foond at home.*' The pro* 
msuleald: I will find tbein> Heiadded: ''I hvf^iy 
c^^n aibo'to fiorbid the-boldingof your assembUee mf. 
f < piece, or entering into the oemeteriei. Whoever observer 

not this whok'somc ordinance, shall heputto death." To. 
wliicli Cyprian made answer : Then obey your orders/' 
The proconsul having comma luh^d that he slionhl be l:».-ndshed 
to Clinihis, the saint arrived there on the thirteenth or four* 
teenth of September. Curobls was a small town^fifty miles 
from Carthage/ situated in a peninsnla npm the ooastof the- 
I^fbian sea^ not &r from Pentapolia*. The fdmse was pleasant 
and healthy, in a good air, and thon^ sitnaled in a desert 
country, green meadows, and the oonveniency of fresh water 
(scarce and \ iluable things in many parts of Africa) were not 
wanting. Tiie saint was attended by his deacon Pontius, and 
SGDEe pothers ; and met with kind and courteous usage. * He 
was favoured with a vision thenight after his arrival, by whiob 
God furewamed him of bis approaching mar^fidom/ and 
wbich Fontias ffvw in the very words in which SU Cyprian 
related it. t Before I went to sleep/f said he, there ap- - 

peared to me a young man of a very uncommon stature, 
.** who led luv io the palace, and placed mebefore the tribunal 
of the procdnsul, who as soon as lie cast bis eyes upon me, 
*^ began to write a sentence in a pocket-book. The young ' 

man who stood behind him, and read it, ^gnified to me by 
*f signs the substance of itj for stretching out his hands H 
^* fuH length so as to represent a sword, lie made across stroica 
over one haiid with the other, imitating the action of be- 
heading a person, so that no words could have made the 
thing more intelligible. I iui mediately apprehended that 
this was to be tlie death w hicii was prepared for me, and 
I addressed myself to the proconsul for a short reprieve, 
tiU I could settle my affairs. He wrote again in his pocket* 
book ; and I guessed that he granted my revest of a re- 
prieve till the moirow, by the evenness of his oountenano^ 
aad the openness of Ids brow* TUi the jomiig mmintt* 
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^♦ifiatrf to me by tvnstliig Ms fingers otie bekitid anotbety 
This, says bishop Fell, was a known nmrk of the tliliiiz in 
question being postponed; as bending the thumb was a mark 
of eondemnatioii, and holding it aifaight a token of aoc|iiittel« 
Jtke xieprieve of a day aignified a year $ and the bMiop iuf* 
tksred on the same day in the Miowing year«* Ttm WMiiig 
lie tfiok fbr n dMbe promise the lionotir of usmrtyrdom. 
Tlie reasons of his desiring a reprieve was for settling the 
affairs ot liis church, and, for an opportunity of expressing by 
a l^t efibrt, his tenderness for the poor, upon whotn he 
aocordfaigly bestowed almost all he was then pdssessed tiff 
Pontius doubts ixit Imt God granted him this respite becatiM 
he desired it for these purposes. 

A messenger arrived about iliat lime fioni Rome, sent by 
pope Xystus, to advertise St. Cyprian that new and very 
blo(>fly edicts were speedily expected. No sooner were they 
published bnt St. Xystus was immediately sacrificed, on the 
sixth of August 258, somewhat above a month before St. 
prian. Our saint received from Rome information of his 
martyrdom, .incl t]i;jt the order which Valerian (who was set 
out uponhis Persian expedition) sent to the senate, imported, 
^< that bishops, priests, and deacons Bhould forthwith su^ 

feT."^**i From that time St. Q^prian iired in the daily ex* 
pectation of executioners arriving to take off the heads of 
such as were marked out for Tictims. Meanwhile divers per- i 
sons of the first rank and qnality, even several pagans, inel ] 
together, and endeavoured to persuade him to secrete himself, 
ll^ith ofiers of a commodious and safe retirement. But he ^ 
had so set his affections upon things above, that he i|[tteriy [ 
neglected all lower interests. He took all opportunities dl j 
encouraging the servants of<3o8, and spoke With most ardent 
affectioii upon religious subjects, always wishing the moment 
of his martyrdom might overtake him whilst he was dis- 
coui^ing upon God. He prepared himself for it by those 
bcemSes of compunction and penance, the spirit of which he 
so exoeUently expressed in his treat]Be» On ^ Lapsed, and 
by wltich he 'studied to purify his soul more and more, that It 

CiQ S. C/pr. ep. adSuccessQB* ed. O&on. See S. Xystutf life» auf. S» 
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8. CYPRIAN, m 

mi gilt appear tnthout spot or stain before the God of InH- 
nite sanctity. He devoted his tirne to penance, and irKide 
heavenly contemplation the favourite employment of his re- 
tirement, by which he raised his soul to God by the mott in** - 
flamed love, and Jouging deflireB atid prayers to be united to 
]iSmforeTeraKNfe,aceording to the BMxini yAMt he laytdom 
iai the diMe of Ids book On the moftaHty, wiiere he se5r9 7 

^* To this delightful society of the blesscdj and to Christ w ho 
**bat the head of it, let us hasten, my brethren, upon the 

wiijgji of desire, and of on holy love. Let God and Christ 

be witnesses^ that this is the main bent of our withes, and 
<^ theemnofotirmoatafdeiitlwipei* Theaotir rewards will 

be pmportloiied to tbe eamestaesa ef oar ptesent deriresy 
^ if they proeeed from lik knre/' 

Onr saint was still at Curubis when Galerius Maxim us 
succeeded Patemus in the government of Africa. The new 
proconsul recalled St. Cyprian to Carthage, that he might 
more readily come at him as soon as he should receive the 
new edicts which he expeoled from Rome. The bishop^ by 
hlsorder, resided at his own gardent op oooiitiy^^Kme 
the dty, whidfat he had sold for flie benefit of the poor ^ea 
he was baptised, hut which aflerwavd fell again into hie 
hands. He desired to gire this estate again, with the real 
of his fortune, to the poor : but could not do it at that dan^* 
gerous season for fear of exasperating the persecutors. The 
aangmnary order reached Carthage about the middle of 
Angasty whilst the proomicul was at Utica, which shared 
wiih C>rthaj;e the hontmr of being hisnsidenQelbr. part of 
tte year. Btodmne A^patehed a gMftd to eohdncthim to 
Utiea; hot Ofprian being deiirona to inffbr in the m^^ 
of his own flock, stepped aside, and took shelter in a moi9 
piivate place, fill the proconsul being returned to Carthage, 
he shewed himself again in his own gardens. Galerius, upon 
notice given him, sent the prince (that is> the c^ief of those 
' who served under the magM^Br Offidorum) with ancfthev 
officer » to Mae Mm by anrptisn. But nothing oonld happen 
tnddenl tit mieetpectedly to the hkaned Qum, #ho «^as aliM(fS 
raady a^ prepared fbr an^ event) He, therelbrei came 
forth witli iill ima^iuabie clieerfulness and oouragi^ atid all 
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the marks of an uudaunted mind. The officers putting him 
into a tbiriotbetwixi iksm, carried him to a country seat at 
Sauna, ,wbm tbe pvooooml wm vtttned fiir hia hetltli, ab; 
milea from Carth a g< . The proopntii} not bdun^ then rad/i 
deferred the trial till the next day, and the martyr was coii'« 
ducted back to the house nt the chief officer that had appre- 
heoded him, situated in the street of Saturn, between the 
■teaets of Venus and Salus. Upon the rumour that Thascius 
im taken^ Iba aty wat abirmadi fha yttf liaguw flocked 
to00tlier, and teiti6ed their compassion ; for lie had been 
well known among them ; and they remembered the excess 
of his charity towards all in the late instance of the puhlic 
distress and pestilence. The multitude that was gathered 
together was veiy great, in proportim to the extent of the 
mity of Cartbi^ whieh was inferior to nam bnt Rome for 
tibe namber of its inbabliants. 

St. Cyprian was guarded that night by the chief of the 
officers in a courteous manner, and his friends were allowed 
to sup with him. The next morning, wliich the conscience 
ai the blessed martyr, says. Bcmtans, nmdared a ^-ai joy to 
kfatty.lie was cotaduotod by a strong gaard to fha pmtoiium 
or ooart of tbe proconsul, about a fiirkmg Ihmi the oflioer^s 
iMmse where he had passed the night. The proconsul not 
being yet sitting, be had leave to go out of the crowd, and 
to be in a more private place, where the seat he got was 
accidentally covered with a linen clolii, as if it were to be a 
symbd of his episixypal dignitjr, segrs tba deepen j^tmtiosi by 
wUah it appeam that bishops had tfaati sudi a badjgeof dis- 
tibcdon, at least at the pnbiio divine service. ' One of the 
guards who bad formerly been a Chnstian, observing tliat 
the sweat ran down the martyr's body, by the length and 
kurry of his walk, offered to wipe it oSf and to give him dry 
linen in exchange for that ihe badon, ^nddoh was wet, Unen 
gsiments benng oommon in Imt eonntries. Tlds was'tha 
soldier's pretence ; his meaning was to get into his possession 
some of the holy man's garments and sweat, as Pontius ob^ 
serves. The bishop excusing himself, replied: *^ We seek 

to cure complaints, to which perhaps this very day wiU 

fc.pnt a £nal paciod.'' Bf. Hm time Hkm pxoconenl wes cpm^ 

* 
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JS^. 16.] S. CVrRlAN;, B. M, 20'J 

m 

«8t» mi hmag Miled on hktiibiiiitl, hm oMsred fli(f toarkyt^ 
U brought liMore mui Midi Art tbov ThlMcdiM 
«Cyp«4«iif** The tniimt Answered : "latm." Prooonml; 

Art thou the pefsori who hath been lii shop aiul father to 
^ men of ungodly nunds?" Cyprian : " I have been their 
^ bi»]M>p«" Proconsul: The most sacred emp&nM hare 
^ epmiiMaided thee to coii£Drift to the oera^ies of the 
^^Bonieii reli^cm." Cypnant l om^^*/.^ Fioooiital: 

iimMBV better of thy own sefMy/' Cypriaa t ** Obey 
** your orders* In so manifestly juat a case there is no need 

of conhideratLon." Upon this the proconsul consuUpd 
with his friends, and coming to the resolution to condemn 
Uniy laidfi Long hett thoa lived wkhm icreUgioiii hearty 

ead bast j<4iied greet imwbm with tbee ia an unnataral 

eoneplraoy egeiciet the Rtean drndes,' and ttidr lioly rites s 

nor have our sacred and most pious emperors. Valerian 
and GaUit i\ always august, nor the most noble Caesar. 
Valerian, been able to reclaim thee to their (Miremoiues. 
Since thoa heat been a riogjleeder in erimei of cuch aik 
helnoiia Mtore, thou ahalt be made an exaiojple to thoae, 
" whom thou heat eediieed to join with thee; and disdpline 
^ shall be established in thv blood/' Then he read the 
follow iiig sentence written in a tablet: I will tliat Thas- 
cius Cypnan be beheaded.'*^ To which Cyprian subjoined | 
Bkaaed be God &nr it/* The Christians who were present 
. in envwds, aaid t oab^. beheaded with bimy' and they 
made a greet n{mMnv . 

- When the martyr went out of the court, a great number 
of soldiers attended iiiai, and he was guai ded by centurions 
and tribunea xnardbiing on each side of him. They led him 
into theeountry, into a hur]^ plain> thick 6et with hightee^ 
'endlmany elimbed up t0 the tepiof themt the better to bpb 
■himat edbtanoahy reaseAof thiearow4»« St Cyprian being 
arrived at the place appointed, took o£Phis mantle, fetl upon 
his knees, and prostrated himself before God. Then be put 
off his Dalmatic, ^^'^ which he gave to the deacons, and re- 
mained in a linen vestoent or ahbrt eqwditu tho eMmi« 
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denarii, amounting to about six pounds English, to be giveo. 
He himself bound the napkin over his eyes ; and he desired 
a priest and a deacon to tie his hands. The Christians spread 
before him napkins and handkerchiefs to receive his bodj» 
His head was struck o£P on the fourieoith of September 2SS^ 
Ibr fear of tlie iomatft <tf ihe iMsdiniayib^^ 
kia body fbr the p i ft a int Mo «a adjoining fieldj and they 
iateired it in the night with great solemnity on the Mappa«« 
Man way. Two churches were afterward erected to his me- 
mory, the one on this place of his burial, called the Map- 
paiia, the other on the spot where he anffwedy called Mensa 
Ciypriana or Cyprian's TaMe» iMMtanse there he was Tnndd , 
A sacrifice to €hkl. Both ai^ nMlioftad bjr VklMr.^^ Vto 
proooninil CUeriua MDnmtta a §ew dayo aflor lm» but 
In a very d M fero n t numncir. In tho liberian CaAasdar, md 
that published by F. Froatu, his festival is placed on the 
fourteenth of September; but since the fifth age has been 
joined with that of St. Cornelius on the sixteenth. Certain, 
embassadors of Charlemagne returning from Aaron hkmg of 
Persia, throogli .Alriea, obtamod laaifo of the MalMnaetan 
king of that cmititry to epeb the tomb «€ Ofpnm (w Mdk 
fhey faand entirely aegleetod) and '99 amy Ms vdldca iiMli 
("ranee/ which lliey deposited at Arias, in 606, aeoording to 
Ado,^*^ or in 802, according to Agubard. Leidrarde, arck'^ 
bishop of Lyons, with the king's consent, removed Uxem 
.Lyons, and deposited them behind the altar of St. Johjia 
Baptist ; .a poetn upon this translatiom was writtsA by L^d* 
Mrde's successor, AgDbard. Ciasks the Baid*aaiiaM tlieim 
to be tnottlated to Compiegaa, aiHd hdg^ inlii dhoa* 
#t. domerHiiS; In the great aSli^idbidi be bidlt» ami wlMoh 
'is c*aUed 9t Gomeille. Part ol €ba reUcks of SS. Cornelius 
and Cyprian is leept in a shrine in the ciiiiegiatt^ chua vli ^ 
Rosnay near Oudenttrde in FkiidecBi^^ ^ - . 

It is a maxim of our holy faith which St. Cyprian strongly 

now in dealre if 

W Dtt FsTMe. VaadaL L 1* e. & hng* Gonf. L 5* c 8* Scm* SIO, But^ 
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Sept. 16.] S. EUPHEMIA, V. M. 211. 

y0fi hope to reign nrh h them heraiflir : We hare iolemai^ 
^ reiumneeA the wofM^** «Mrh«» ^« «iMl tiMreinre irfiilM^iNl 
^ OQuHaoe in It, dhcwild Wliave Ifte ftrmgam mnA pilpiaM. 
^ We ^ho«M welcome llifit liappy day mtrAmM) v^mkt 

to fix us, every one in our proper habit*ition, to rescue 
M9, from the embarrassTiu nrs and snares of this worid, and 
K^rno^ e ns to the kingdom ot heaven. Who amongst us, 
*^ if he had beea long a sojourner in a foreign land, wouU 
not desire a return to liis native country 1^ Whet p«riQiiy 
^ when he had began to odi thttier, wiwAd«otwUkfarA 
^ p r dsp eroot whid to eariy fai«i to hb dMtfftd home wi^ 
^ QspeAtion^ ttiat he nii^fht the sooner cnihiwee hit fnends 
end relations? We must account paradise mir coniury, 
•"There friends, and parents, and brethren, and children 
without number, wait for us, and long to congratulate our 
^ ^ happy arrival . They are in secure poteetuon €i their own 
^ l^lidty, md yet oro sofiotoiw for oim. JIo# gmt will 
be our oommon Joy» upon the ti w titpo tt i of our neetii^ 
^ together in those bimed* iiMsdee ! How nnvttemblo mntft' 
^* be the pleasures of that kingdom, which baVe no allay or 
intermission, having eternity added to the highest degrees 
of blis'? ! There we sIkiII tiieet with the glorious choir of 
the apostles ; with the goodly company of the pixiphets ; 
** with an innumerable multitude of holy martyraf there wo 
^ AmSL be UeModwith the tight of thoee tHniittpliMit i4rg|ao 
wbo him subdued the inofdkiate hnti of the 1Mk$ and 
^ tliere we i^idl behold the rg ir u r d i of thoie who, by feeding 

the hungry and siueeouring the atllk ted, have with their 
earthly treasure purciiased to tiicmselves a Jreiisure m 
b^ftven.'/*^ 

w 

ST. EUPHOIIA, VIRGIN AND IMARTYR. 

*Hm$ city of Chalcedon WAS the fheetfe of her ^lOftoue 

martyrdom ; she suffered in the persecution continued by 
the successors of Dioclesian, about the year 8O7. The emi- 
nent sanctity of this holy virgin^ loaded with iruits ctf fit 
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mf . 8. EUPHEMIA^ y« K. [ifipT. IS. 

CbciiitiMi lirtoet^ exieited the rage of the devil, and of Ipa 

instruments the persecutors ; but all the efforts of their lua* 
lice onlj rendered her virtue tlie rtuire triumphant and glo- 
rioiis. Having embraced the holy state of virginity, she, by 
ihe black or dark-coloured garments which ^he wore, de«< 
dmd to all men her steady purpose of taking no share in 
Hie earthly plensnres mid amuaemenla which fill the hearts, 
ietan edge on Ihe passiooi, and fake iqp the moat pnedoua 
part of the thne of ^perldlings. The exerdses of - penances 
and religion were the serious occii[)atjons to whicii bhe totally, 
devoted herself; and as tlie love of God reigned hi her heart, 
it was her constant study to walk always before him, to 
labour in all her actions to please him, and, hy the humility 
«f her h^rt and whcde deportment^ by the mortification o£ 
her senses, by the eooitftaocy and ferronr ol her devotion, 
by the heavenliness of her oofrrarsaiion, and ectnrify of ber 
aealand charity, to make continually higher advances towards 
heaven. Whatever was not God, appeared to her empty, 
and cunternptible : she found no pleasure or delight but im 
what teiuled to unite her heart more and more to him here 
by love: and she thirsted after his presence and fruition in, 
the kingdom of his glory, panting and longing to be dismissed 
from the pilgrimage of this wierld, and from the comiptihle 
tabemade of the body. God was pleased to hear her sighs^ 
anderown her humble desires. She was apprehended by the 
persecutors, and cruelly tortured by the eomniajid of au 
iiihuman jutlge named Pritieus. The torments she under- 
went were represented in the most moving manner, in a 
famous picture kept in the great church at Clialoedon^ ac- 
curately described by St. iUterins. WliLlst one soldier 
pulled her head back, another with a mallet beat out all her 
teeth, and braised hst month, so that her beautiM tender 
face, her hair and her clothes were covered with bl<M>d« 
After having suffered many other torments, she was laid in 
a dungeon, w liere prayer was her whole comfort, joy, and 
atrength. Being at length condemned to be burnt alive, she 
jucen4jed the pile with such an admirable cheerfulness ia hor 
eonntenanoe as bespoke the interior sweet joy[ of her aoul 
going to eternal life, . Thna aim fidaM her coarse. 
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Sept. 16.] SS. LUCIA AND GEMINIANUS, MM. 213 

She is honoured as one of the chief martyrs ^f the Grecian 
dinrchy and her festitvl is an holyday over almost all the 
Bast. Four churches In Consianthiople formerly bore her 

name. One at Cbalccdou was exceeilingly spacious and 
famous, in which tlie fourth u;eiieral council condemned 
Eutyches in 451. The fathers iii it acknowledged the church 
much iudehted to the intercession of this holy virgin for the 
hapiiy issue of that afiair,^> Eyagrkts, the historian, testi- 
fies^ that emperors, patriarchs, and all ranks of people re- 
sorted to Chalcedon to be made partakers of the blessiiigs 
which God alnindantlv conferred on men throus^h her 
pntronage, and that manifest mimcles were there wrought.^*) 
These relicks were translated .into the great church of Saint 
Sophia at Constantinople $ and, abore all other such 'holy 
treasures, exdted the rage of Constantine Gopron jmus, aa 
ITieophanes, Zonaras, and CMrenus relate. In what man- 
ner they were then concealed, and afterward l ecovered, is 
recorded by Constantine, bishop of Tio in Pnphlas:onia, in 
an oration ou that subject. ^'^^ The sacred remains of Saint 
Euphemia are now preserved at Syllebria, a metropolitical 
see, on the Propontic shore, between Constantinople and 
Adriano|jle, as we are informed by prince Cantemir^^'^ but 
a portion is possessed by the church of the Sorbonne at Paris, 
wliich was a present made by a great master of Rhodes.* 
8t. Euphemia had a church at Rome in the time of St.Gxe- 
gOTj Ae Great, probably the same that is now standing, and 
was repaired by Url»an VUI. On 8ti £uphemia aee Saint 
Fsnlifios, 9t.BBterChrysologus, and dlie^ St. Asteiini te 
his discourse ^oted by the seventh genend coundl.. Heir 
acts have not been here iiiade use of. See btiiting, t. 5. 
Sept. p. 252. 

I 

3S. LUCIA AND GEMINIANLS, MM. 5 

UIfJ>£B DIOCLSSIAN. 

' Their names are celebrated, in the most ancient western 

(^) Cone. t. 4. p. 325.-'(^> L. 9. c. 3.— C'^ See Baronius ad an, 451. o. 54. aa. 59«# 
IL 101. et not. in martyr. Rom. 16. Sept.--(^) Ap. MctApbrast, \\ fjuliit ft SanQOI 
I* 4t*-0) Hist of tbe Otlmuui Eiopire^ b. |. |i. |0(^ ^ 
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^14 8. NINIAN, B. C. [$ep^^ 10, 

Martyrologies* JUmj mm anoUe widow lady at Rome, anl 

£0r 9tii4beF dM ^DUandist, p. m 

ST. NINIAN OR NINYAS, BISHOP, 

TMi fstal, wlio bMiSie Um ^lostiia of the fCMilbeni Pictiy 
son to a prince ammg ths CmnbriaB Britoiu» wt» Ul* 
iMUisd Cmiibarhiifl nd Odlop^. firoiii Im cva^ H 

^earned his only deKgkt to visit churchy, to ditomiTfie on 
heavenly things, and to be employed in exercises of devotion 
and piety. Wbiist others take so much pains in their edu- 
^ cation to advance themselves in tha world, our noble youthi 
mj^hbt of tha hmtitaable treasora of hsilj fintli wbipk ha 
)iad tomi, thought noAiDg djifficnlt, aad no lafaomr graat, 
that ha might improve his ^oal in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of religion. With this view, he bid adieu to the world, 
put ofF the very root of covetou^iness, sensuality, and ambition, 
hy renonaciug whatever might flatter, or atibrd fuel to Ihasa 
^ftamHA, aiidforsakiiig a oomrt^ faia&iaoday and countrj, uny 
j^esrtopk ^, long ^oamef to Boina. In that mtf ha spent 
Many years, applying himaelf with hia Whole heart to tfia, 
exercises of the most heroic Ch|istiau virtue, and to tha 
study of the sacred sciences. 

In this race he ran, as ware, with the stridas of a giant, 
pnd hia aool waa daily more and tnova folianed witfi a piyMy 
io^a and zeal for f^od, whose houppr he atodied in all tj^igf 
to pmnote. Thia motive and a oompas$io|i for hia naticea 
country, which had receiv ed the grace of faith more slowly 
and more jmj^>erfectly iluin the southern proviiicei; of Tii i tain, 
engaged him at length to return home, to impart to his 
pountrymen a share of that hla9fing4n which their happina9| 
oonsiated, and which waa th^ |;Tf at apfl sple end (tf theur veej 
being, '» Those tew who had already received aome tectnra 
of the faith, he taught to set a due value on so great a trea- 
anre, and to apply themselves with their whole strength to 
cultivate the same in their hearts. He brought the idolaters 
fi that pronnce into the paths of eternal life, aoftened the 
fierce temper Tudovald, king of the Hctf, and bidK % 
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MIfi. M\ S. HDmU, T. flti 

church of atone at Whithero, now in Galloway ; and as th« 
Mvdiern BrilQBfthid never before seen any such building of 
sUm^ the town^ aoeoidu^ to Beds tsd Mal aeiba i y, todk 
ftomUdicdifioe ilsiuiiiis (importing a wkitehcme^in IiiMa 
. Caadidii Oib*) ^noe obcBged iDto WhMh»ni« Tlie salot 
feed here hl9 episcopal see, and dedicated the church in 
honour of St. Martin, whose tomb he probably had devoutly 
visited u\ his journey through France. He converted from 
idolatry the Cumbrians, and all the provinces of the southern 
PielBy* M far as mount Grampus. The rest North Briliiii^ 
mm Mnr€rted by SS. Cohnnba and FbUmUim. The htrmmt 
wistiie apostle of die aovthaniFStfli In 66S« The Seoli, wli* 
pesriag fwDm Irehwd aetQed in pert of the cemtry poMened 
by tike Piels Hi Kor^ BfHain, aeknowMge St Buflai^oe for 
their first bisliop/^^' tliough tlietr modem historians tell us, 
that they received the tirst seeds of faith in the year 200, 
under king Donald, by certain missionaries sent from pope 
Yietor. It is not to be doubted but the light of faith had 
penetetod among the Caledonian Britons befora they irtve ' 
eobditedhf the Roman amiSy in theexpeditkmof Senm% • 
in 90% at appeam by Tartallian. (I. eAr« Jadaoot^ e* 7«) 
*nie t^nrbli of Whitfiem beoame a teminary of apostoHo 
men and many glork)us saints. St. Ninian died on the 
sixteentli of September in 43?. He was illustrious for many . 
miracles, and his relicks were kept with veneration, till the 
change of leligkm^ in the chntdi which bears his name at 
Whkhem* See hit ooli, and eipaciaUjr Bede, 1. S. o« 4» 
TiieJaxefiCbroiiidle»ami. Ahndn, ap. Uiae.% MshhA* 
p. M9. WflBatn of Malmeabury, 1. S, de reg. Aiigl. Joha 
Fordun, Scotochron. 1. S. Leland, de Script, e. SS. Ufhep 
Ant. Eccl. Britan. c. 15. p. 347. AH ord'g Annals ami. 432. 
JKlieker the Bolkndist, t. 5. Sept p. 318, 

ST. EDITHA, mOlN. 

She iras bora in SS1> bdhag natond daughter of UngSd)gir 
by. Wu^rida fM> WP^i » nflUe ln^ nlma pates 
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tl4 B. BDITBA, V. [Sept. li, 

htiii ravished; for which he underwent a penance seven 
yefdrpt A» hath heen related in the Itfo «f St. Dunstan. E^gw* 
•iW .tii« dettik of bu vifc^ cndec? ovred vilh great import 
. tnnity to marry Wulfridat but ab^ oonftanti^ x^eetdl Ui 

solicitations, and took the religions Teit in ttw monastery of 
Wilton, whicli house she was shortly after chosen abbess. 
Her daughter Editha or Eadgith, was brought up by her in 
Ibia religiottf community, and thus rescued from the corrup- 
fym of die w.orl4 before abe bad any taste for ita dao^tfi4 
pleaanrea, Ignorance of ,tiqe being the moat perfect fim^ 
nf innocence, the Roman Martyrology dinw« fixmi tbia cifw 
cani»tance the^ulogium of St. Editlia, that, being from her 
tender venrs dedicated to God in a monostery, she may be 
said rather not to have known the world, than to have^ldBt 
Vit." 8be pever knfsipr the enebantments of sin, or the 
^lliyrementa mi (mren of tbe vpdd, wbiob abe mdy feared 
(at • dialancf I aiid her tender bwt }nraa always open toOodt 
because always a stranger to any other Joye. Wulfrida took 
a particular care to improve her religioqs Sjentiments by re- 
peating constatitly to her lessons of Christian perfection, and 
settijag before hep eyes the most illi}strious examples of aane^ 
. jiiy. £ditba repfud bev care with ap admirable iogUitj, and 
proficiency in the tcbool of Tirtaet ISbe was admitted yttf 
young to her religions profession, for which tbe content ef 
tije }i:ing her father was obtained will^ much difficTilty, She 
united tlie active life of Martha with the contt*n)j)lation of 
Mary, and though it wag Jiicr j;rcatest deligbt to hear the 
.Tcaae of Jier heavenly spoase speak to her heart in sileiiep fofid 
retip^pmje^^ abe frequently deprived beraell of tbft celeatial 
pleasure, that she mi^iC' attend and serve hiui in bia ^Kf* 
tressed members. She fed the poor, took care of the sick, 
and dressed their most foul and h)atlisome sores, preferring 
thie leprous to the king's children. Her abstinence and 
other austerities were woi^de^ful, and she wore a bcdf dotl^ 
next ber skin. She bad a ^eat devotipa to the memoxy of 
^er cvuciiied spouse, which she expresaed/by the constant 
jise of the sign of the cross. 

"VVIien she was but fifteen years old, her royal father 
pressed ikcx tQ )^dertdke ihfi goveroip^t oi t)u:ee difi^srait 
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monasteries t of which charge slie was judged then moat 
capable, such was her extraordinary virtue and ditoveftioa* 
9at aheiumUy dedined all aapwiors^* asdchoae to rmoin 
in lier own oomniiiQity, tulject to her uotfaery wlio was 
alibeM tliere. Soon after iSa\% refneal, Edgar died, and waa 

succeeded by his son Edw.ird tlic Mai tyr. Upon tlie death 
of the latter, the Tiul)Uity, who adhered to the martyred king, 
desired Ediths to (|^it her monastery, and ascend the throne: 
but ahe piitfefen^ a atate of humility and obedience to the 
prcNpecl of a#!rowiif aagra the author of her life. She hnitt 
the phimh of St Denia at Wilton; to the dedication of 
which she invitetl the holy archbishop St. Dunstan. This 
prelate during ma»s was observed to weep exceedingly; the 
reason of which he afterward discovered to be, because he 
karned that Editha ahould shortly be taken out of this worlds 
and tpaiiJ^ated to the r^ giona of everlaatmg lighti whiki we^ 
laid hie, ahall atill ooptinne aitUng here beloar ia darkiiaM 
and in the shades of death. According to this prediction, 
forty- three days after this solemnity, she happily reposed in 
our Lord, on the .sixteenth of September 984, being but 
twenty- three years old. St. Dunstan, who had assisted her 
in her iaat ilbiess, performed the funeral solemnity, she behig' 
bariad id the church of St^ Deoif . William of Malmeshury, 
who ttved in the hegfaimng of the twelfth eentury, assuraa 
us that her festival was kept with great devotion. See her 
life in Capgrav^ ; and William of Malmesbury de Pontiiic. 
Angl. 1. 2. c. 4. and de Kegibus, AngL* It il« o» 14* Sig^ikoA 

Oi^r fMlendara meotioo #]iother St SoifBA or BiONunaib 

^^uidit^): tp earl Frewald, who died a nun at Aile^hury* 



Digitized by Google 



SEPTEMBER XVII, * 



ST. LAMBERT, MARTYR, 

BI0HOP OW MAfiSTBIGHT, ANO.PATROK Ot I«USQB* 

Hcin bis U(e writt«Q by Q&imct)^, dMeon of Li^, in Mabilloo S0«. a. Ben. Mil 

in Canuius L^ct. Antiq. t. 2. part. 1. 1. 142. with the antinai)version« of Bmnaffu 
ThU work was compiled with cajidour and sinoeritydtot in 773,asLc Cointeand 
some orli( I S tmsLonk, but about 7^9) from the relation of tho«e who attended tba 
•lUllt| as Dom Rivet demonstrates Hist. Liter, de la France, t. 4. p. 58. Stephen 
' bbbopof Liege, Anselm, and Nicholas, canons of the s:\me church, Rmner, monk 
- of St. Laurence's n«ar that town, Giles of Orval, and Sigebert have also writteti 
Lives of St. La-j^Tbert: that published by God esc ale is the foundation of all th* 
resti but that ( ooipil^d by Stephen is the most eleg^ant and methodical. See also 
Mirvus Aunal. Belgie. ad annos GaC, 67 Qt ^3'^' ^i^y^kmi the BoUaD4i&tt t. 5. 
i p. S18. Gall. Cbr. oov. t. 3. p. 827. MarteBQe» &c. 

A. D. 709. . 

St. Landebetit, called m latter ages Lambert, was a native 
of Maestiicbt, and born of a noble and wealthy family, who 
had been Gbristians for many descents. His father caused 
him jto be instjruoted from his infancy in sacred learning, and 
cftorward recommended him to St. HModnrd to perfect his 
irfiftiltoa: tb* hiilgF hish<^ hed Meeaeded SL Ateeeliis^ 
flnt, l» Aw go? cmMiit of hte iipo graai abb^ 
end Staveloy and ten yeert alter, when the fonaer redved to 
Stavelo, ill the episcopal see of Maestricht. He had such an 
esteem for tlii> illu^ti hhis and holy pupil that he spared no 
attention m insirticting and training him up to the most 
perfect practice of Chnstian virtue. St. Theodard in 669 
XMoived togo to kmg Cbilderic II. who xesided in Anatniaiat 

* On (be impression of the miraculoui wounds of St. FnuQci^ commemoit^toil 
«|iday, set flM lifo of t^i aaiati Qet, ^ 



Digitized by Google 



jipi. 171 8. uoiSRirr, B. M. 

to obtaiu an order ot" that prince for the restitution of the 
fomimoBB of Jm cburch, vIvIgIi bad been usurped by certam 
powerful peracms ; but ■■■ilihuia.id wpon the road by 
IImm wilUitfld htt ]K>Meanoiii, and 
]» farestaC Benalt near N«ni«Mp «m caUed Bfjfye. He 
U hcMMNired aa a mmiisfw on due tmsA of SeptemVo*. Mnt 
3-,ambert was chosen to succeed him, with the consent of king 
Chikleric, and the applause of his whole court, wiiere the 
«aint was in great repute. LaTnl>ert regarded the episcopal 
charge as 9k biurdatt too heavy for his shouiders^ aa samu ham 
alwaiys dene^ amd trmUuig wd«r Ms gncftooa <i blig i tiii« a » 
•0fcliimal£ mmuAj lo dtaabarge thaaa wUhoat Immua re* 
«pa0torlW| uBflofing ligkt and tlraigdi. from abope hf 
aa^tduOTt Iramble prayer. Childene 11% rained lirst im 

Austrasia, Vulfoatle being at that time mayor of his palace, 
whilst Theodoric IH. succeeded his brother Clotaire 111, in. 
Neustria and Burgundy, under whom Ebroin tyrannically 
usurped tke dignity of mayor of the palace. So detestahi« 
iKd Aa cruelty of this minister radder the reign at thaprine^ 
ihaft Itis mih^sv^ ifeposed hin, ao that Childerift became king 
of all France, Theodoric andEbroia being sbnttt monksy tho 
former at St. Dcni*, the latter at Luirea $ to wbieh eonfitfoii 
Ihey both consented, that their lives might be spared . King 
Cbilderic IT. a del^'iuched and cruel prince, was slain by a 
eons|uracy of noblemoi in the year 673, the eleventh of bii 
retgn ; and TO wod o ri o^ liiB brother, leaving the monasteiy «f 
eiBmaA$9 mm afiia eokMade^gcd Idng in NeuaMs mi 
|)tagalwrl IL Ihe aon of Idng Sigebevt, la AnalMtia* 

MIns re'voliitffM eiRMAed St. LamlMi^ merely » beoMMe 1m 
iiad been heretofore greatly favoured by Cbilderic. He waa 
©atpelled from his see, in which was placed one Faramond, 
Our saint retired to tiie monastery of Slavelo with only two 
flf his domestics ; and during tbe aeven years that be eoa^ 
Med thm, be obeyed tke nile ea atriotly aa the youngeat 
moRpioi noold ka^ done. iaatanee wlli soflee to ihavr 
lillh hoir perfect a saigiice ef bim a tlf lM d eie t ^ 
4e eerre God according to the perfection of life stale* Ae iM 
'Was rising one night in winter to his private devotions, he 
ha|^n^ to iet fsj^ hU wooden sandal or al^per> se thai it 
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mde a noise. Tiiis the abbot heard, and looking upon it as 
a breach of the ?ilenre then to be observed in the community, 
be ordered him that bad giTen oooaaon to that nm»e, to go 
mad pray before the cross. This was a gmt ems wfaidh 
'itood ia the open tat ImAivo tbe chvvcli doop« I^ainlieff^ 
withotti making any enaweri or dlioimnriiig lie WMjUil 
do#n tite nppef ganiient he wat ginn^ to pnt on, and went 

out .-15 lie was, barefoot, and covered only with his hair shirt; 
and ill this condition he prayed kneeling before the cross 
three or foTir hours. Whilst the monks were warming them* 
selves after matins, the abbot enquired if all were i^en. 
Answer was made, that he had sent one t6 the cross who was 
not-'yet eome in. The abbot ordered Aat he should be cailled $ 
and was strangely surprised to find that the person wns Ae 
holy bishop, who made his appearance quite covered wi^ 
snow, and almost frozen witli cold. At the sight of him tlie 
abh(»t and the monks fell on tlie grdund, and asked his par- 
don. '*God forgive you,'* said he, for thinking you stand 

in need of pardon for this action. As for myself, is it not 
*^ in oold and nakedness, that^ according to St« Paul^ I am te 

tame my flesh, and to serve God?" 
' Whalct Ht ljmAbeii enjoyed the tran^niniiyjof holy 
ment, he wept to S€»e the greatest part of die dinrdies 
France laid waste. When Theodoric reascended tlie throne, 
he appointed Leiidisius, son of Erchinoald, mayor of his 
))alace. Ebroiu at the same time left the monastery of Luxeu, 
and sacrilegiously broke the sacred engagements of his vows. 
He bad aliteady ulad^ the whole kingdom of Tbeodmric fsd ^ 
this 'efieets of his power and tynmnfaal dlspodtkmsi when, hi 
0Jt, he heoime tnayor of fte pekoe to that pvinoe,' and abso- 
lute master in Neustria and Burgundy, and soon after also fat 
Austrasia, when, upon the death of Dagobert II. (u ho was 
murdered by a conspiracy of his nobles, through the contri- 
vance of Kbroin) Theodoric was acknowledged king of the 
whole French monarchy. Dagobert II. had filled his domi- 
moQl with rdigiona feoadations, and after his dealli win 
tMOnred sit Bitenayi "wkffe licr was bnxied as k mnr^« 
Jihrein,: wlio had in tins p^biine'a ttfertfane estonded bis -no^ 
i^QOsa to several chi^he^ fHbject to Hm^ especially A^nf 
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Maestricbt, dftertlie death of this king, oppressed them with 
gmterfttry,attdp«aiaciite4<Mirholy bishop witbaut oontrouL 
He va% howeWp OT^rtakan by the divine reo^e^MMei Ibr* 
UiKe years after the martyrdom of St. Leodegsrips , he ww 

himself slain m 391 . A iiohleman, chilled Hei^menfred, whote 
estate he hai l seized, antl w hom lie had threatened with death, 
watched him one Sunday before it was light, as he came out 
of his house to matins, and killed him with a blow whidihe 
gave him on hia head with a aword* From thia and other 
iQstaneea we see, as Fleuiy remarkti that at that time, e:re» 
those noblemen and princes who were most employed, and 
who had tljc least sense of religion and piety, did not exempt 
themselves from attejoding at the divine odice even in (Iiq 
night. 

Pepin of Herstal (grandson of St Pepm of Landen by Saint 
and Anaegesil) b^g made mayor of the jpftlaoe^ siit 
Uinself to repair the evik dcme by Ebroin, eipelled Um 

usurping wicked bishops whom he had intruded into many 
8ees,iiJid, ainuiig aiaiiy otlier exiled prelates, restored Saint 
Lambert to the see of Alae6ti*icht« Thc^ holy pastor, from the 
exercise of the most heroic virtoea to whi«^ be bad devoted 
the time -of his esnle and retirement, returned to bia flock 
animated with redoubled fervour, preadlung and diaeharging 
his other functions with wonderful zeal and fruit. Finding 
there still remained many pagaiia in Taxandria^ a province 
about Diest in Brabant, he applied himself to convert them, 
to the faith, softened their barbarous temper by his patience, 
njgienerated them in the holy* water of baptiam» and deatroyed 
mai^templea and idols; He fineqoently visited^ and conferred, 
with St, Willibrord, the apostle of Friesland. Under the, 
weak reigns of the Slothful kings, the greatest disorders pre- 
Tailed in France, and every bold and powerful man set him- 
self above the laws, and put himself at the bead of a seditioua 
Return* ..Of this» the death of St, Lambert furnishes us witb 
a flagrant exatnple. Pepi n who reaided at bia castle of Her* 
itai near liege, on the Maes or Meuae, lived for some years 
ma scandalous adulLery with a concubine named Alpais, by 
whom he had Charles Mart el. St. Lambert reproved the 
parlies with so much earncstuess^ that some ssgr oertaia 
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friends of tlie latly thence toott orea^ton tocon^ire against bis 
life. Others assign the following occasion of his death : Two 
brothers, by tliekr viokttces and ganders of the church of 
AfaeitrMiit) mere beoome in aappailaM e^ and eonld not he 
VMttn^WBd by tb6 Ism* At tbli^ coftilii F^btiinis 'efSt* IiSftt« 
b6ft WCV6 to cxMporatadlf Ibat iindlfi^ ^iiaiiifl^lTes ^pit^ii tfy 
the last extremity, they slew the two brothers. Dodo, a 
kinsman of the two young men tliat were slain, a rieli and 
powerful officer undei' Pepin, and related to A I pais, resolved 
to revenge their death upon the innocent and holy bishop, 
mnd attacked bim witk a considerable boc^ of armed meir, 
at Leodhmi, tban a amall village, mm the dtjr of Lieg^. 
flt Lsnibert bad retofcd to sleep after matins, when IMo 
wiibbk tm^ broke into bUbooie/ Hie bishop wonld mt 
suffer his two nephews, nor airf of Ms domestics to take arms 
to defend him, saying: ^' If you love me truly, love Jesus 
** Clu isr, and confess your sins unto him. As forme, it is ' 
" time that 1 go to live with him.'* Tiiea prostrating him- 
•oif <m tbe ground, witK bis bands eadended in form of a. 
etoKif be prajed, abedding many fears* The troop ,oif caoEC** 
antes ettt^ing Ibe hottse, putto tfie sword all tbay met, and 
one of them fbrowing a ^^fft at the holy bishop, slew him. 
This imjust death, suliered with so great patience and meek- 
ness, joined -with the eminent sanctity of the life of this holy 
bishop, has been looked upon as a degree of martyrdom. It ' 
happened on the seventeenth of September 709, St. Lam* 
bert Iranng held the episcopal d^ni^ fottf years from iho 
Ifane he snoceeded St. Tlieodard. ffls body was eonteyed in 
a barit to Bfaestrlcht, w&ere it was interred in 9t* Pielaf^s 
church. Several miracles which ensued, excited the people 
to build a church on^e spot where the house stood in wluch 
he %vas slain. His successor St. Hubert translated thither his 
relicks in 7:^1* At the same time, he removed to the same 
phxx the episcopal see, as it had been formerly tcaoaASRfd' 
from IVuigf es to Maeslriaiity fay St* Sett atius* 

t'oriltttde, whidi appears mostbmkal and most coqmI- 

cuoud in martyrdom, is a cardhml virtue, and the mother of 
many ^oriousvirtaes^ as courage, greatness of sonl^ tiaiifiiil«^ 
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lity of mind ander altdangers, patience, longanimity, con- 
stancy, and perseverance. It is the band and bupport of all 
other virtues. As the root of a ti'ee bears tlie trunk, branches, 
flowere^ and fruit, so fortiinde instains, and is the0lrmn:t]\ 

ainkatthtfiMtdiockwUliMtit. tfaBrdcm » «iSngM« 

•dient of «very perfect virtue, by wfeMi a nmn is wwtdy l» 
sufier any hardships or death, to eiq>ose himself to any 
dangers, and to forego all temporal advanti^es rather than 
ftffdfve from the path jualne. By confomidtng vtsluMMf 
]B«0BadMt0 hacdiiiM, and faxj wtthcuwuigiij iiwiy Bum • 

cvity in bearing hardships and undei^ing danget*s.'' It 
moderates in us the two opposite extremes of fear and con* 
£dence, it teaches us reasonably to fear dangers and deaths 
«]id to 46(diiie i»d avoid them, when Mthing obliges us to 
cqpos« wnKiviBs tothcon: fiuv tv be fccnUiiifdsp aad nMid^ 
leedy to precipttato omeim ttpoii dinger, it ika he^t #f 
foUjr oadvioe, and thestriHigest mark of a cormpt andfifatii**^ 
duncd heart. But it b true fortitude to undei t;ike and en*' 
counter all dangers, when duty or the cause of virtue requires 
it. How nohlia and heroical m this \irtue of lortitttde ! how 
nnirmaiy in «fiiigp dMnatian^ aepeaiBlil^.sii a paite «f wmls, 
that nmtliei* woddly viem nor fism may error in tiba iMurt* 
mip.hii integrity^ er bHnd his judgment I - ' 

&r. COLUMBA, y. M. 

TUi sdnt wns a holy nvn in the vnouastei^ off l^dbsnosi 
who was beheaded for her &lth by the. Idoors» under thitir 
king Mahonacl, in 6pain, in Her body wa»flirawft fnlo 

the river Guadalquivir, but recovered by the Christians. Her 
relicks are venerated, part in the priory of St. Coliiinba, 
part in the royal abbey of our iMdf at Nagara, but both in 

Old Castile. See St.Biikgiiis» MiaefftL o. l^mtASapikm 
the BeUendist^ 1 5. ]p. 629. 
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ST. HILDEGAKDtS, V. ABB^ 

ft 

I 

Siie wwboni oimotlimMt ptmita^ fat 1O08| in tfca tnjiankf 
•f Spanfaieim, in the Lomr FBlstiiiaite of the Rhltey and 
ednmied fnm the ^ghth year e€ her age, in the tnonadteiy 

of the Mount of St. Disibode, iiiuler the care of a very pioui 
nun called Jiitta, her relation, niul sister to the < omit of 
Spanheim. Hddegardis excited herseit to a contempt of tlie 
worid, jnepretenting to berseif the phrenzy which poa« 
team a great part of mankind in the world, what apHoga 
ihef are movvdl^ how in parsaitof emptf imaginaiy honour 
or profit th^ are dsi?8n into the moat khotioiia and haMit- 
ons 'attempts, how easily they swallow the mo^ bitter" and 
poijionoii^ pills when they are gilt over by ambition or ava- 
rice, iiow eagerly they hunt after the troubles of worldly 
greatness, and basely adore the gawdy nothings of this life« 
Full of gratitude to God who had rescued her out of that re« 
gLon of daikaeWi die ^ave herself to serre him with her 
whole heart Slie was Ikroiired with heavenly vimona, and 
St* Bernard, who preached the orasade in that country, e»» 
mined and approred her prophetic spirit.^^ It belongs only 
to God to vouchsate to certain souls such favours; which are 
tons inure a subject of admiration than of edification. For 
any one to fail into foolish desires of walking in such won- 
derfol ways, is a certain mark of pride aod presumption, and 
a dangeit>iu iUusiou* jSimplidty and hamiUt^r is the chaxaO" 



TdtlwtBiut, (Cbron. Hinanp. «d ao. 
1147.) and after him Baillet, relate thai 
St. Bernard Tisitcil St. Hildegardis at 
Mount St. Rupett. BMt iktf w talicUy 
MAitod bf StiklBf^p. 6S«.«iidMabinon, 
or rather Martetine, t. €. Annal. Ben. 
p. 410. !t wa« at Treves that the liolv 
doctor approved ber prophetic spirit, aud 
•dole of iMir wiMngt wbldi be had read 
there« Aipe Eugeoius III. did the same 
in the council of Treves, where he pre- 
sided. (Trithem. loc. cit. ad an. 1150. et 
Bibl. Patr. £d. Lugd. t. 33. p. 537.) This 
Moon m bddin ll47,ort]»e befinoinir 
off 1148. (See Stilting, p. 634.) In thr 

«hM book ol hif i w kUuiM Uwe an 



some uncertain and apocryphal propbe* 
cies added hy a stran>^f h uid ; such as 
that quoted by Bzovius, ad aii. 1415. See 
Hesieben. t. 1« hUtt, 7. p. 467. alM 
Amort De Revelat, and Benedict XIV, 
de Caiionizat. 

Mitt hew of Westminster, ad an. 1292. 
attributes to St.Hildegardis the Speculum 
filtiuonMi temporam t buttUt wock wit 
oa^ eanpiled frum her writings hy Gebe* 
nus, prior of Eberniich, in the tliii tpentb 
century. See Bern. Pea. Thes. Aoeed. 
t. 3. part. 3. p. «. 14* George Eeaid^ 
t. S. Corp. Hilt. med. ttvi, te Cbron. 
Hcrm. Cornerl, ad nn. 1140; aod Stilt 
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im^dlmt ififfAji wludi idni not «t extraottUMBiJr gifts $kM 
ImUL Ac p>i#M»e^ Oifl ^BoctiftBito, the |i io faii i4 

]MMl% «iicl4mtkii dr #Uda Alt mmI M «• «• mm 
%tMi i Mfrt innpfef^ am fHhirl k ooDMnw nd ob&eaj to slud^ 
in her Iffe. 

Being chosen abbess she seemed sH!! to live aUvaya in the 
presence of God, always united to God, always conversing 
interiorly with God ; and with Maty at the feet o£J«8iis, liS'^ 
lening to liaa dmnoin at ww rtloi ia? yet i^j^ing herself with 
MMfaB'tottkfc octlfia life, Mrriiig bimin liiai^MftMl 4a«||k^ 
itfi ail mm^ ivreeteaasy anfl atteatl in, aa If 43ua oama 
tOf^k «tp all her thought. community 1>ecofniDg nmeh 

too immerous for the hermitage of Mount St. Di^ibotle, she 
removed with it to Mount St. Rupert, near Biiighem, m 
called, because St. Rupert or Kobert, dnke of Binghem, 
^he^e ended his mortal pilgrimage. 8t. Hildagattlis wro|# 
Ihe life of Ibal aamt, Hiat of St. JDisiboie, aaifl nmnA lettm 
ittriha pope* Ba g pa ittg HI. ibiaatatm IV. .iMrim DT. %wir 

^Mk»miiiet III. -Hie e a ip ai aii Connd III. aid FMIarie L 
Attd^atlier great personages, flbe changed the hal^it of Saint 
Beniiet for that of the Ciatercians, and filed on the seven- 
teenth of Septem!»er, in the year II70, of her a^e ei^uty- 
two« See her life compiled by Theodoric, a monk, ttnrty 
gfcon after her death : Cave, Hist. Liter, t. 2. p. 242. and 

, her epistles BibL Patr. LUS*- 8ee also Fabriciua BibL med. 
61 InfiiiMaXlliiilt, 1^ 8. p. 7t^. StiMi^'ditBollMidiat, t. 5. 
flept. p. eso, &c» 

.1' MM* ABMT CW BEAUUBCT IN AttGOMm. 

* ^ native of irelaiii, v/hert he eaa b raoad 4be mo- 

saatieitatei anf recei«edpriaiMlMMd* Having afterward ie^ 

Ua own ooantry, he retired to the nHmastery of Tholey ia the 
diocess of Treves, and became a perfect model of all virtoea 

to the monk<?, who, according to j>ome writers^ elected him 
their superior. Here he was so often interrupted by the 
Viaits of those who came firam all parts to consult him, that 
lie qliitted the VKmiatay and retired to Yerdiuv to be a«ar 
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Their names are ]llii0trioti9 in the British Mar^rologiea. 

Tli^y suffered during the perse^tion of DIodieiian. Mmf 

churches in Wales were formerly dedicated to their nue** 
inorv ; and they are tliuu<j^ht to liave glorified God by their 
death in that part of Britain. See Wilson's Knglish Marty- 
'Xology, the ftomaD Martgmla^» and ^litanaia Sattcta. : ^ 
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Paul, the holy bishop of that city, where he spent two yeaC9^ 
After thts^ he resolved to settle in tlM Ibmt aifAi^gO^nc^ IniM ^ 
Iteingr^iaedperariaRonlqrtiiactMfi^ 
he wept to Mmne "wilh-Ui dlMlpl«s. Upon his retwitorcl^ 
V^raneehe obtoiiied the e^nsent he wished fbr, and taking u(| 
his residence in the forest, he there laid the foundation oi the 
abbey of Beanlieu, which still sub^yi^t^ and is depeudent oor 
the congregation of St. Vannes. 

- The church was dedicated under the invocatiion of Saial 
Bfattrlee aad'Us ebmiiaaions ; and the new comtmiiul^ saoai 
became very nmenms^ The -hc^J fovndar was honoured 
with the pfOteefion of king Clovis 1I» and bis q^ea|l jSt 3a«* 
fhildes I and wM Idso greatly esteemed hy Childeri<^ king of 
Anstrasia, who confirmed the new establishment by his dip-t 
loma, and endowed it with land. The saint having governed 
his monastery thirty years, called for a successor^ and retired ! 
into 8L solitary place in the neighboiu^hood, onta^ whicb h^ | 
jnafer went, esecej^ on fiuodays, or when his pmeoce Wfa 
ttecessaty in tiie oomxnunitjr. Ht died on tl^. sevent^thqf 
Seplemliefy about tite year j680, al the age <rf jbiglity-siait sn4 
waa buried la Uiechnficb el his abbey. He is onentioiiediB 
"the Galiican and Benedictiu Martyrologies. See D. Menard, 
1. 2. Observ. in Mart^ Ben. et addi^ ^nd AlaUiion addit. 
Sec* 4m Ben* 



Digitized by Goog 



1 



4 



t 

t 

■ 

> 



s^mmmaam ii i iiii ' , i i ws^stmSK^ 



SEFTE^IBEft XVIU. 



ST, THOAIAS Oi^ VILLANOVA, C, 

ABCHBISROP OF VALSMTEA. - - r 

I I 

fnm bit file cdai NMed by MtehMil Sdoik, m ntlw «r lUMtoi tb» Mnt bf ^hmk* 
CfeBbn, and Ntoaiini BmSm, two wHgip<i nn of bif Oi4itg «Bd cbMy (ma. 
tlift MMHiiw i&niiiM fir Idt fti>ntnrtMi| pvetod to lu» vqrfct* Pidii^ t, 

•St. Thomas, the glory of the chiircli of Spain, in these later 
ages, was born at i uenlaiia in Castile in i lS8: but received 
his surname from Villanova de los lut i itos, a town where lie 
had his education, situate about two miles from the place of 
his birth. His parents, Alphonsus Thomas Garcias and Lucy 
Martines> were also originally of Vilianbva. Their forttrne 
was not affluent ; but it contented aU their wishes, and with 
tlieir prudent frugality enabled them liberally to assist the 
poor, instead nf selling that corn which was not necessary 
for the subsisteiK e of their family, they made bread of it, 
which they bestowed ou the necessitous, and they usually 
observed the same rule with regard to their cattle, and tha 
MNl«f the produce of their small estate. This charitable di9- 
f«Mltioa waa the moat valuable part of their son's inherltahce; 
«nd proved one of the most distinguished virtues in his cha* 
vacter during the whole course of his life. When but seven 
years old he studied every day by various litUe contrivances 
to do whatever lay in his flower in favour of poor persons, 
often depriving himself of part of his meals for this purposcj^ 
and gathering to|Qether whataciaps he could find at home, or 
whalaFtr oUe he could presume on his parents' consent 
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give ; nor were they backward in approving bis conduct otk 
mah occasions, or in gning wbat he asked them for tbeindi* 



praoiioe of •tndiioiw mortificatioii, a modesty aad woctnew 

which charmed every one, perfect love of purity which \sas 
never sullied, a predoniinant love of trulli \vhi( h abhorred 
the shadow of a lye, and a regular pie^ aud devotion, which 
BMiide him even from his iaiwHgr^^^nd hotm together on hit 
Imeet in the chureh with extraoardiiiary fermowr* IJie *£r9t 
words wkieli Ids pareiMi liad tauglitliim tDj^ffonotuieo were 

the name of Jesus and Mary ; and during his whoje life lie 
had the most tender (lc\ oiion to the innllier of Godr Hi« ex- 
cellent wit began to appeal: in the school At Villa Nova ; and 
at the age of fifteen he was sent to tho university cif Alcaiat 
whioh bad been lately fbunded by earihMl XmMWMM» Ike 
great palmi of leaniuig, and the oelebmted prime wihiiiitr 
under Ferdinand and Charles V. Our saint pursued his 
studies tliere with a success that drew all eyes upon ljim,and 
t^e cardinal, out of a regard to his merit, gave him a place In 
St. Udefonso's ooUege. By ^e regularity of his own condn<4 
lie «a^giged many of bia feUow->8todentf i|t the preetioe of 
Christian perfeotion. He mortified buteiteefr with abfttinenee 
and great severities ; and his whole time was divided between 
prayer, study, and actions of charity, 8cu4.hat he had none 
left for pastimes and diversions. 

'After eleven yean apent at Alcala h e eommeneed nlaator of 
arts Vkd was made professor of phiioeopby m Aat eily( 
bemg then twenty*flttye«ffs old* His ftther bad built fai|ii a 
house against liis return home from bis stodies ; Imt this the 
saint^ with the leave of his mother, converted into an hospi* 
tal." After he had taught two years at Alcala, he wasinritei^ 
with the .promise of an honourable stipend, to the samoieoii* 
ployment at Salamanca, a place fiuno«9 Ibrdts anolent^mUvevk 
dty which bad been founded ifaereby Alpboorai IX* inng of 
Leon, in 1200, and for the many great men who nourished 
in'it. The motives wliicli pj'evailed with £he saint to coniply 
with this invitation were cliit^iJy a desire of shumiiiig the ap- 
plause which he received at Alcala, and the hopes of reuHyvi-*' 
ing certain iropedSments wbicb arose from-bis-^fneBds m 
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fonner place, and obstmiciacl his fixed design of quitting the 
wotld. - lie taught iiionil philosoph}^ two years at Saiamaaca: 
dtiFiOg which time he considered wluil i*e]i^iTs retreat fae 
tlwiitdwIivchaMeofi Altvr tbe vat nmtm ddiberatim 
in which he took a remw of the rules of seveoral Orders, and 
eann^eied' ihe spirit <rf their respective founders, he deter- 
roiaeil to enter himself ainrmsr the Hermits of St. Austin." 
He tnt)k the habit in a most rigorous and exemplary honf?e 
ot institute at Salamanca ia 1518, about the tkne that 
liather aposteiised feom &e sa«M Order in Genaaiiy* 

BOb behavioaT in hisnmiiatewas inch as shewed he had 
hmn k>ng ianred to austerities, to the re n owi ie i ng his own 
^f^, and the exercises of hnly contemplation. The simpli« 
city of his behaviour in his whole conduct charmed his fel- 
lovi^-religiouS) and made them admire how he aeeued totally 
t» foiget that he had been profBsaor in a fsmens laomrdty, 
gooaaltsr die term of his novitiate was expired, he was pro- 
imMI to priestly orders in 1600^ «id employi^ in pieadhing 
the word of God, and in administering the sacrament of 
penance. Of tliese functions he acqoitted liimself with such 
dignity and success that He wassnmamed the apostle of Spain. 
Neidier iMd he intem^ these employments, at allow him- 
self anj relaisalion in hn nwiiiastiB ndes or aosteiities whilst 
he taught, with wonderAil applauise, a course df divinity, in 
the public school of the Augustinians, at Salamanca. He was 
afterward suocesmvely prior at Salamanca, Burgos, and Val- 
ladohdy was twice proFincial of Andahisia, and ciKse of Cas- 
tile ; smd hehayed hknself in all these stations, with a sweet- 
ness and seal wludb eqaally edified and gained the hearts of 
sift hie rdigions hvotiiren, swtiiet^he gotfomed them ratlier 
by the example of his most holy life than by the authority of 
his charii^e. His charity made him accessible to all who 
wanted his assistance, advice or comfort, and the prudence^ 
skiM, and spiritual light with whieh he ^iplied remedies to 
lie 'vnrioiis maladies of hnmen serais man^esHy diseov:efed 
htm great a blessing God besliows on a people wfien he sencb 
#lem directors animated with his di^dne spirit, and enlight- 
ened by himself. This heavenly succour the 5aint found in 

tlia«(NUitant(4oi^iiBiw ef bis sonl with -He fell into 
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frequent raptures at his prayers, especially at mass | and 
ihoa^ he endeavoured to hide such graces and favours, he 
' waft not able to do iU his foce after the h<^ «aeri(ice, shining 
like that of Moees, somedmes dasndied the eyes of those that 
beheld him/ 

' Preaching once in the cathedral church at Burgos, and re- 
pi(u in<T with zeal the vices and ingratitude of sinners, he 
helil iii his hand a micifix, nnd cried out tiom the bottom of 
his heart with a broken voice : *^ O Christian, look here, O 

Christian Saying this, he was not able to go on, 

being rairtshed in an ecstasy/ Preachmg also at Valladolid on 
Maimdy-''niiir8day before * the emperor Chail^ y> and ex- 
plaining the words of St. Pet^ to our Lordj at the washing 
•of the feet, he repeated i " Lord, dost Thoa wash my Deetf 
■f*Thou Lord of all creatures ! Thon Creator of the angels ! 
."Tliou God of infinite majesty, wahiit at my feet ! The So- 
vereign Monarch those ot a vile ci'eature ! The Master his 
slant's! The Innocent, a sSniier's feet!" Here falling inte 
a rapture, he broke off his sennont and remained for some 
time with his eyes lifted np to heaven, pouring forth ahun«^ 
dioce of tears. The emperorxhose him for one of hb preach* 
crs ; afterward made him one of his counsellors, received 
his advice as an oracle of heaven/ and sometimes wrote to 
him when at a distance. For a ])roof h()\\ irrt at the autbority 
of our saint was with that prince, the authors of his lite give 
4he following instance : This .emperor had signed an order 
for the execution of certain persons of quality condemned 
l&r treason $ and neither .the arbhbiahop of Toledo, nor hit 
jown son Philip, nor all the nobilify of Spain, were able, by 
the warmest solicitations, to move him to mercy. At length 
our saint, at fhe recf nest of Philip of Spain, went to liun. and 
hy discoiirsliijj; >(niie time withliini, prevailed upon the angry 
jiioiiurcb to grant what he asked. When the princes and 
nobles expressed their afurprise hereat, the emperor told 
them, that when the pribr of the Austin Friars of Valladolid 
desired to obtain any thing of him, he rather commaiided 
than asked It;' so strongly £d he feline him to 'what he 
pleased, by persuading him that it v^asth^will of th^ AU 
nijighty. " He is a true servant ui God/' sa^vi i\l^t prince^ 
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and thon^ lie abides among mortals, he is worthy tli« 
honour due to those who eujoy the crown of i in mortality.** 
Persons of all qualities and conditions consulted him. Nor 
js it to ba txpredeA with what seal, prudence^ ond charity ho 
oodomvired to advance the glory of Ood among menj 
dally among those that were committed to his charge.- He 
was most zealous to maintain regular discipline in liis Order, 
and a great enemy to discourses of news among his bretln en, 
nr whaleTer else miglit dissipate their minds, or introduce 
the worid into their hermitages. When mj of his suh|ects 
had eemmitted any grieyous laolt, he johied fasting and 
•bkiody disciplines with earnest prayer and tears, that It would 
please the Lord of mercy to bring back the strayed sheep, 
for which he had shed his blood. He bore patiently the in- 
£rmities and imperfections of others* aocommodating him- 
self, liko St. Ftttl, to the humours and weaknesses of everf 
sme; wlme no duty was injured* When he waa provincial 
he visited his convents with singular diligence, and was par* 
iticularly carefnl about lour tilings. The first, was the wor-» 
ship of God, that the divine serviceshouki be performed with 
iha utmost reverence and attention; that a moderate pause 
should be observed in the middle of each verse fay those that 
sung in choir ; and that all things belonging to the altar 
should be kept with great neatness and cleanness. The se* 
cond thing which he recommended, was assiduous reading 
of the holy scriptures and pious books, with holy meditation, 
without which he said it is impossible for devotion to last 
lopgr Thirdly, he was very spUcitous to settle all the relU 
ipqiia in every convent in the mpst perfectconcord and onion, 
^3cboi:ting every one to the inost sincere an'd tender fratomal 
charity. Fourthly, he procured that every one should he 
employed accortliugJ:o liis t^lents^ and in thp^e office^ for 
which he was fittest, 

. Whilst the &^int was pei iorrning the visitation of his con- 
vents^ )ie was nominated by the emperor Charles to the 
archbishopric of Granada, and commanded fx) repair to 
Toledo* He obeyed; hut nndertook the journey with no 
l^tl^^r yiew th^n tliat of dpcliiiiii^ the dignity ; in ^tdch, hf 
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ius Ufl^iil iitt|>ofhiiiiit^, he iaaceo4td ftooefdik^ i» bit wish. 
George of Austria, uncle to the emperor, rej^iinaing, some 
time oiler, the archbishopric of Valeutia, tu pass to the 
liisbopric <sS liege, the emperor, who was tk«a ki Flhitif^ 
AoogM of Ml veoluring to offnr bm liut Me» liMMMr hm. 
Icaar bov grimm a waogUBm^tm H muM lie Id Imb fattoiU 
lity. He therefore ordered his seerelary to draw up a piard^ 
pr letter of recominendation or Domination, for hiin to ai^ 
in favour of a certain religious man of the Order of Saint 
Jerom* Afterward* fining that the tecretiTyhacl pvtiUnra 
tile nave of P. Thofnes ^ Vilk Nova, beluhed ite wmmm. 
Hie aeoretaij anwertd) fStat llmiglit he Ikid iMidI tlllt 
name; but would easily rectify the mistake. 1^ no 
me a ns," s iifi the emperor ; thishfis happened by a par- 
ticular providence of God. Let us therefoFe MUlw hi§ 
will.'^ So he signed the placit for St.ThomMi aiMl it waf 
fioHhwi^aeiitlmte VilledoUd^ w Tlwi 
pent wept lutterly upos leomiog the mms end iiteift eM 
means possible to enouse lumseif. But prince Philip, wh^ 
was I'egent of Spain durin*!: his fether's absence, was not 
easily to he overcome ; and the archbishop of Toledo, and 
•eveval otheff9, fearing lest the nomination should be hf wmf 
ineonf fimytraM^ engegpd tbe mnf s provtecial to wmmrnni, 
bim, in yiBteeof bit mHgieuaobedieiioey end, wider a Hmtl 
of excommunication, to submit to the emperor's will. 

Pope Paul 11 1, sent the bull for his consecration, and that 
ceremony \va$ performed at Valladolid by cardinal John oi 
Taveni^ arebbishop of Toledo. The ««int «e4 eut Teiy ee i^ y 
next iltcyrmsg for Valestie* Hi» mother, who heidcaBTeptoi 
Ua hpute hito anbo^iMal for Ae iiae of the fHior and eloir, 
and rewdved to spend the vuk of her days in their service, 
entreated him to take Villa N^a in his way, that she might 
have the satisfaction of seeing hiiti before she died. But the 
, Ikoly bislKy|i, baying recommended that affair to God^ necordU 
big to bicf nsoel eosftom, went directly to^bie dtoeees^ Mag 
|i € r| n n^ eil llmt bit pfe^entchaMatoreMigedbhn topofipoM 
all other considerations to that ef batteiiing to the flodt conif 
mitted to bis care. He txavelled on fooL in hit monattiB 
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man of his Ojpder, and two ^ervantA. Upon his avr»T)ai at 
VaLentia, he retired to a convent ot his Order, ivhcre he 
s{>eiit several days in penance ami devout prayer, to beg the 
g/eaoe of Grod, hf which ha might he eiMblcd worthily to 
4ioq;uit himcalf of his charge. Ma.toak piimiiott of his 
^ofUbMiral oa tkii first day «f tke ewnittg y«ir, 1M5| wUdi 
Im MS pieittiiid upm iD-do with Ilia nmuik ctttemtoaimp 
amidst the fcjoiciiigs and aeekifEiatioiis of the people. Bnt 
when he was led to the throne prepartci For liim in tlie < liuj ch, 
he cast away the cushions and silk tapestry, fell upon his 
)lUie«i& oik the hare tioor, emhra^ed klie ^)ot of the cros^^ and 
•dliradwivLord, pouring focth a tomat af tears ; and^ befove 
be Tom up, ht hnmWji iiiwd the gromid* Th« ^hmflbn,im 
ImaUMatite 9t hm ]^omHff m w ie hiw • pwiiMda fif Ibnr 
tlitttMBd dbaettattMrapia iNroisliinglM hMtA^ irhith I10 as- 
cepted of 'in an humhla and civil manner, and thanked them 
for their kindness ; .but he iiiuiiediately sent the moneyio 
the great ho«?pital, with an oixler to lay it on t in repairing the 
honse, and for the use of lha pMur patienla. The first thing 
lie did alter the publie ceremonies- were over> we to visit the 
priaaat of hst biAopffie^aad jodgii^ then too ink and 
aanTenient^ ha ordered them to be changed^ aai 
aAodions/ 

» • It is often said, that Honours change manners bnt our 
saiiii kept not only the same pertect humility of heart, but, 
aa much as possible^ the same exterior marks of a sovereign 
ooalaii p t of hlmelf and all wcrtdly vani^. Me want akaaet 
aa nauify appaialisd as bodoaa^ asd apcn kapt 
joaflva Hia 'puj hehit-ailiieli hieltfinigihtllRNb hfe 
which ha samatlmea re an d t d InaitdHF^ us Imi Had W«a want 
tt> do in his convent. One f>f lii-^ c^inons surprising hiai one 
clay in the tact, said, he wondered he would so meanly em- 
ploy his time^ which a tailor would save him for a t^i^]e, 
The servant of Qad said^ that he waa eftilL a leligioiis maii^ 
and that |hat tvifle would feed same poor laani hot he de- 
abadklMftftMlnibodpoiwluilliamrltfafeidelBg. €MI« 
pualp IM wan ludj M d^Kbmr Inifanweh, «w*Mt 
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mii iamtMm^ wtm ohttitd of him^ Uwdf «1om Hot 

was pr6§tcd \iy tilsni to fMit 1i)inv6i£ 

into a dress and equipage suitable to his dignity, his answer 
was, that he had made a vow of poverty; and that his author 
rity did not depend upon his dress or appearance, hut was to 
be supported by his seal and vigilance. .With.miidi adobia i 

cuioiiBga&iitdio£u*iipo&lihn tlmthecaatiiwayliis wov^ I 
iMt, and wore one of sSk. * Upoa wliicli he wed after w a rd ^ 
aonatiaies to ahow his hat^ and inefiily say : Belcold ui^ 

epiaeopal dignity : my masters the canoiisjudgedit necessary 
that 1 should wear this silk hat, that 1 might be numbered 
among tlie archbishops.'* The frnsralit)'- of his table was not 
less extraordinary, and he continued to observe the futs and 
abitinenoe prescribed by his rule : nor would ho erer auflPer 
maj oxpeoahre fish .to be bought for hk table; waying, tho 
avperflnooa fitlco woQld foast sonio poor person i and 'thai ! 
ho was not maator, hot only dispenser of Hio goods isi tlio 
church. -In Advent and Lent, upon Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, and on vigils, he contented himself with a little bread 
nnd water, fasting till night. His palace was a true house of 
poverty t there was bo tapestry to be seen in it ; nor did he 
«ae anjr Ihion, iir)le<;s when he was sick : ho oftentimes took 

^haraatano.*' 

•Ho dbohirged all the dotles of a good paator, and visi t e d 

the tshiirches of his diocess, preaching every where, both in 
the towns and villages, with such zeal and alitction, that the 
words which came from his mouth seemed so many flashes 
of lightnkig, or claps of thunder. His sermons were foliowod 
with a wonderful cbai^ of the manners and lires of mea» 
iadU plaeea-he wiM, so that one might my ho was a now 
opoitle or prophet raised hj God to reform that people.* 
Having ended hia viatatiii% he assembled a provhieial oonn* 
cil, where, with the advice of his fell ow-l>ish ops, he made 
holy ordinances to cut off the abuses he had taken notice of 
jji his visitation, especially to establish a perfect reformation 
his clergy. To effect that of his own chapter it cost him 
^uch diffiiadty and timo $ tbongh he at last gained hia pofaat^ 
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the tabernacle to leam the will of G nd : he often spent nighti 
«nd days in bis oratory to beg light from above. The saint 
perceiving that luft servants made a di^culty to disturb him 
j§i devoticm.wlien p^noas csme to oonmlt inm, gftTts 
ih&m a BUki dhirge, that as sooa as aaj one asked forlihn) 
jthey ehcKaid iiiiine£fttely call him, without making the party 
wait ; giving them this reason, that thougli solitude and re« 
lireoient were his sweetest dt-light, since he had accepted the 
,arc^bishopnc he^ wa&no longer his own ma^iter, but was en^ 
liagied in the service of Ikis flock. By his assiduity in prayer 
lie obtained so exeeUeiit a.^^ of ooonsel and pnidsncse, that 
mhm be had passed sentence, or gipeen Ids opinion in any 
matter of importance, the lawyers were wont to say, there 
was no rouiu for any iunh«jr doubt. - When any atlair of 
great Qoo^quence was to be dispatched, or any notorious 
sinner or pubik male&otor appeared deaf to all exhortations, 
the holy pastor spent whole nights in prsy^Ty'and to ]»der hie 
prayevs more efficili»oiis» he aooomponied tfaem^with tears and 
with some extraordinary ansierities and alms. «Thu8 he ob* 
tained oi God several wonderful conversions of obstinate sin- 
ners and malefactors, especially of two wicked priests. One 
of these he had conjured in the most tender and vehement 
expressioasy to remember bow dear a prioe his soul oost oar 
Bedeemer, and finding him not sufficiently soAened, ba 
threw himself down before a crudfix, and pouring out a 
deluge of tears, uncovered liis back, and tore his body with 
a discipline, so that his garments were all stained with his 
blood. ' Wliich charity moved the other to begin to weep 
lor himself, and to oast himself at hb feet, beseeching bun 
to forbear eKerdsing that cruelty against Jiimself, saying i 
It is I that hare sinned, and that diserve all pnniihment,** 
&c.<»> 

St. Thomas was most bountiful and tender toward all his 
^*vants. His bishop^ was worth eighteen thousand ducats 
per aimani; .two thousand of whiob wcare paid to prince 
George of Austria, as a pennon reserred to bim^upon bb 
resignation: twelve thousand the saint gave to the poor, not 
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himself only £our tkoosand to defray all tho expcmes of his 
faniily, repairs of his p^ilace, &c. There came to liis door 
every day about live hundred poor people, omA caeh' of tliem 
reeeiTad an adms, wkicb w» <»diiianlj bread and potta^ 
wiOiacnf <»f wBieaodapwoeof iiMMf. lie took «M pote 
orpliaas under bia ptrtknbr esre'; and fbr the j^Nioe of 
eleven ytm that lie ma arohbifliiop, net mia poor maid was 
married who was not helped by his charity. He brotiglit up 
all the foimdliiig iufants in liis dioces« with tlie lenderaeag 
of a oarefbl Bu>tbar ; often idaited tlbein all, aad gj^ve entm- 
fffdioai^ veeompeoaes to those varae»thatw<ara particniarif 
landbr «■ A iMligant • To hhi porteis^ to wdfo thtm b»om \ 
dilfgeBt in iinifDg chOdraa that wofe ospoaad 1^ theh* pa- 1 
rents, he <;ave a c i own for every foundling they brought hirn. - I 
When, in 1550, a ])irate had pliuulered a town in his dioces*, * , 
near the sea coast^ the aFchbishop immediataiy sent four | 
llMiosaBd dnaate, aiid clotk woith aa maoh mora^ to lian^ 
the mhabitanis with noaeasaiies, and tonuoaom flio aaptiviia^ | 
Nor waa heonfy the support of tha poor Mmaelf, hut 1m 

engaged the great lords, and all tliat were rich, to make their ! 
grandeur appear, not by pomp and vanities, but by becoming | 
. the lathers and proteetora ot their vassals, aad by their pro^ 
iiiae liharalify to tlie neeessitons* He exhorlad theaa to he ] 
ndier m mm^ end durity, than lhajr laeie in earthly ^O0« 
ic asiuin i. Atmwer na^ Q sinner/' he wcraki say^ what 
^' tan yoii purchase with your money better, or more neces- ' 
*^ Siu^y, tbiju the redemption of your sins?** - At other times 1 
he would 8s»y, If you desire that &od should hear your i 
<^ prayers) l^ar therodeeof the poor.* U yon desire that \ 

CM ahenM permit your iraeti^ peerent those ef thehi* 
^* digent, withont waiting for them to importane yon ; *espe-^ 
cially anticipate the necessities of those who are ashamed 
to beg; to make these ask an alms, is to make them to « 
buy it.'/ His charity towards his neighbour, and all his ^ 
ether wtoas reo^t ed thm peifiBoHon inm the most ardent 
hm of 6od whidi bntml in Ua peie iMreaati tmd iHil^ 
eacpressed both by works and by the most tender words and 
sweet si^hs^ Thou oomin^dest n^e^ O JUord^'' said ha 
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fometinws in imitation of St. Austin. to latt tliee in aH 
^^&Axtftfif mA 'iStkm all tfainp; and tiioii conmiaiideft me 
'^ftb wry tftfictly, under pain of being for ever deprived^ 

* 'of the vision of thy beautif wl and amiable face, which the 
angels desire conthnjally to behold. And li.^t! is it pos- 
sible, O my God, that I should be go ungrateful and so 
base as to stand in need of suok a precept f After having 
^ been icreated by lliee toothy own image, and redeemed 
"ifMi the infinite price of the Blood of thy dear Son ; after 
^having received so many and ^t) great favours, do I stand 
^inneeduf a comnuuid to love thee? Ah! my God, fhou 
confoundest me by this precept. But, O infinitely sweet 
and delicious command ! O light burden ! J return Thee 
immortal thanl^) O my God, for having obliged me by ao 
^lioly and so desirable a law, to love Ttiee. What covld 
be so agreeable and pleasant, so just and so glorious as to 
"love Thee? Is it possible that any ci'eature caj^ahle of 
" know ing Thee, should not love TheeV If 1 were forbid to 
" love Tliee, this ought to seem impossible and intolerable 
'^to'me. This affirights me above aH the other evils and 
^torments of hetl. O wretched creatures who are con- 
demned to that unhappy place, because you lore not, but 
"hate and blaspheme your Creator ! is this the acknow- 
*M©dgment you render him? May I perish, O my God, 
rather than ever cease to love Thee, if I forget Tliee» 
let my owh r^jht hand belorgotten* Xiet my tongae eleavc 
to (be roof cxf my month, if I do not remember Thee, and 
" always make Thee the object of my joy and love," hcJ^ 
And again, Who t an be excused from so sweet and light 
a precept ? How justly is he damned eternally who ohooses 
rather to burn in hell than to lore Thee 
9t. Thomas nttt bdng able^ through the wealoiess ef his 
health, to assist in person at the council of Trent, deputed 
thither the bi^hu[) of Huiisca in his place. Most of the 
Spanish bishops that went, repaired first to Valentia to re- 
ceive his advice. The saint lived in perpetual fear and ap- 
prehension under the grievous obligatikms of the episcopd 

%m alio Serm. (k M* MagdaitftA, &c. 
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cbavge* ttnd oa«d to cay, dul, fae im neier ao nmdi«teid 
lest he thotiid be blotted out of ihe numbtr of die' predeik 

tinated, as since he had beeu enrolled in the list of bishops." 
He had often employed his rnterest at Home and at the court 
of Spain for leave to resign his diirnity. God was pleased 
at length to liear his prayer, by caUing him to himself. * The 
blessed man having been forewarned by a vision that he 
should die on the feast of the Natirity oi the Blessed Vii^giii^ 
was taken ill of a quinsy, attended with avioleiit tefttfOa 
the tweniy-ninih of August. He Jbegan bit inmiediate pro* 
paration for his passage by a general confession of his ve r y 
least faults; wliich he made with many tears as if he had been 
the greatest of all sinners. Then he received the viaticiini ^ 
on which occasion, by a most pathetic exhortation which he 
anade, he moved all that were pi«sent to weep bitteriy« *And 
.having oommanded all the money tben in bis poaoeisiom 
(wblcb amounted to fonr fhoasand duaali) to be dlstnbiitied 
among the poor in aH the paiMies of the city, he then or^ 
dered all his goods to be given to the rector of his college, 
except the bed on w liich he lay. Being desirous to go naked 
out of the world, he gave this bed also to the jailer, for the 
use of prisoners, but borrowed it of him till sudi time as he 
shcmld ejqpre* Undemtanding that some money had boaa 
brought in to bim, be caused it to be immediately sent to 
the poor at midnight/ On the eighth of Septeniber In the 
morning, perceiving his streingth^ to decay, he oansed the 
passion of our Lord according to St. John to be re;id to him, 
during which he frequently lifted up his eyes l»athed in 
.tears towards a crucifix. Then he ordered mass to be said 
in bis presence, andafter the oonsecration, recited the psalm^ 
te, DomkUf Mperann, &c, streams of tears falling from hia 
eyes; after the piiest's communion he said that yerse^ Jbla 
Mjf hamis^ Q Lord, I eonmend my spirit ; at which words 
he rendered his soul into the bands of God, in the sixty- 
seventh yeaj- of liis age, the eleveatii of his episcopal dignity, 
of our Lord 1555. He was buried, according to his desire, 
in the church of the Austin Friars at Valentia: was beatified 
by Paul V. in 1^18, and canonized by Alexander VII. in 1658. 
]3is fostlfttl was appomted to.bd celebrated on the eighteen^. 
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of September. His sermon**, and his exposition of the book 
of Canticles, printed in two volumes In quarto, bl^athe an 
admirahle sj)irtt of hiimilifyi and the ardent lotne of God and 
Blessed :Redeemer,' /The relatidn of mai^ tniniidet 
wrtnBrgbt throiigh his intemsskm and 1^ bis yeliokB^ vtUt 
tnost anthentio attestations, maybe seen m*the procesa of 
his canonization prefixed to his works. 

. Nothing <;an be more vehement or more tender than his 
exhortation to divine love. O wonderful beneficence!*' he 
f^es out J God promi*»es us heaven for the recompense of 
*^ his love. Is not his love itself a great reward ^ a blessing 
the most desirable^ the most amiablei and tbeipost sweet 1 
Yei amoBipe»se« and so immense a veeoupenset £utb«r 
f* waits upon, it. O wonderful exxsess of gooidness I Tlioii 
pvest tl^.lare, and for this tbjr love thou bestowest on ns 
paradise. Such and so great a good is thy love, that to 
obtaia il, all torments and fatigues ouglit joyfully to have 
been undergone. Yet this thou bestowcst ou us freecost^ 
and tlien, gives t heaven for its reward. O Omnipotent 
Jesus, give me what thou oommandest. For though to 
-love Tlieebe of ail things the most sweet ; yet it is above the 
reach and strength of nature. I am, notwithstandini^ in* 
eaucnpable, if I .do not love Thee ; fiiar thou ginmlest tby 
love to all who desire or ask it. I cannot see without light : 
"yet if I shut my eyes in the midst of the noon-daylight, 
the fault. is iu me, not in the, sun." 

SX. METHODIUS^ BISHOP OJE* TYB£» M. ^ 

, This illustrious father of t^e church was bishop^ first of 
t))ympu8^ a. town on the sea eoast, in Lyda, as St. Jerom and 
btitijfers testify $ or, aooordiog to Leontius^ of Byzantium or 
I%(ara, Sf bieh s^ was then pi^obably united to Aat of Olym* 
|m9.' He was translated to the' bishopric of lyre, probably' ' 
after the glorious martyrdom of St. Tjrrannio who suffered 
inder Dioelesian. Such translations of bishops were not 

'then allowed except in extraordinary cases of necessity,* 
6t« Methodius was crowned with martyrdom at Chalcis in 



• Digitized by Google 



Greece towai tl tlie end of the last general persecution, says 
St. Jeroiii ; eonseqiiently abo^it the year 311 or 315?. 8aai| 
Jeroni U8ua% styles Tbe mosi eloquent Metibiodiias. . 
Bit work* mfe ftnMt mnong fho amtaite; mad 'm lot^ 

and Theodoret, we iMve ooB9lderable fragm l ati of w a a y 

valuable writings of this father, especially of his book, Oa 
freewilJ, against the Valentinians, and that. On the resur- 
rection of the bodies, against Urigen. His Banquet, of 
\)srf^ouB^ 0ften incnticniicd bjr anciciit writcrey was puli11i1i6d 
1^ Leo ^latins at Rome m l<l58; by F. Foiisiiniesr, fttt 
Jmw^, flitlRarii, In 1657; mdbf F. Conibeit#, fhe TkntkU 
Tiican, wit^ notes in 1672. See also the notes on it collected 
by Fabricius, in the end of the second volume of the works 
ef St. ffippolitus printed at Hamburgh, 1718- This book 
ma«liiposed in imhalion of a work of Plato entitled. The 
Imnquettif Socrates, and is an efllogium of the state^ a n d Tiftne ' 
elf irirghiify. In H a matron named Oregorinm is4ntrodneed 
telling her friend Eiibulus (that is, Methodius himself) all 
the conversation of ten virgins in an aspemhly at which she 
was present. A discourse is put into the mouth of each of 
fttese Tirgms in ooimnend^ion of holy virgmity . Marodla, 
the first, teaches that Christ, the prfaice of rh'^htis, coming 
fliom heaven to teach men the perfection of tirtue, planted 
among them the state of \irginity, to which a particular 
degree of glory is due in heavenJ*^ Theophila, the second 
virgin, proves that marriage is good, instituted by God, and 
necessary for the propagation of the world $ but not mtne^ 
<cBaary i^'nceihe worid was peopled, as before. The ptecept, 
kowerer, still •sobsistSf tibat some persons marry, bnt fbh ia 
far from obliging all men; so that virginity embraced for the 
sake of virtue is a more perfect state than marriage.^** She 
obseiHFea that eating an Good-Friday^or on fast-da^rs was fop* 
Udden^ yet allowed to those that were sick and not ahle tik 
fiiat^^ Jn the fidlowing diseomnes the ewdleiuf af hcif 
- virginity is displayed, which the author calls, The greateaft 
**^iiM (fod to man^and the.moftl mibk aodmost beautiful 

to Am. siv P« 71, 78^>) P. 7^ 



t 



Digitized by Google 



efferingthat can be made by man to Grod/*^ the rnostexcel- 
** lent amoTig: all vows/*^ but a virtue the more difticult, and 
surrounded with the greater dangers as it is of higher esotA* 
knoe." He inculaU^ thtttabe tr^jr airii^n, it is iummn* 
Miy ti0t oal/ to keep oootiiiaiit, biit to ptt^ wind 
ftom all ieoraal dMrei, iiiide» and vanity, aad to waltdiaiid 
labonri n acw a ntlylett iiUnieat and negligence giveafientnnee 
to other sins.^'^ St. Methodius was suruamed luibulus or 
Subulius : and so he calls himself in this and his other works. 
His style h diffusive, swelling, and full of epithets: and he 
is toad of compaiisons and allegories. See St. Jerom iu 
t^atal. e, 88. Pho|yii» Cod. W^P* 9^ Caiiiier^ p. 

ST. FjfiRRfcOL, MARTYR. 

' St. Ferreol was a tribune or colonel, lived at Vienrie in 
Gaul, and was secretly a Christi«^n. St. Julian of Brioude, 
a. native of that city, and a persoo of high birth, lodged in his 
Imiiaei and mada public profetdkm of the Christian faitliu 
When Ibe paraacntlaA bafm to laga, St. Julian wiftfadrew 
into Aavergne, and li^ lome time ooocaalcd in Uie houaa of 
a iridfHT at Vinlaalla naar tha town of Bfioode, upon tba 
banks of the AUier. - Certain pursuivants having got infor* 
matioii cibout him, the servant of Christ discovered himself 
to them, that the widow who had concealed him, might not 
be brought into danger. The soldiers cut off hia bead upoa 
the spot, and carried it back with thea& to Vienne that hii 
anocntton mif^t atiike a tomr intoflioTeitof the Christiana. 
Crispin, governor of Aat part of GaoI» oaniad 8t«1toracfl to 
be vpprehended upon sospkton. Tinding him refiue to 
ofier sacrifice, he told him, that as he had the honour to 
serve his country iii so eminent a station, it became iiini to 
tet to other? an example of obedience. The martyr answered: 
I do not so much overrate the hoootirs and nches wluch I 
msjofm If I may be allowed to live and to serve God, I am 
^ well aaskfiedy tf em this aeem too mvdi^ I am wiUing to 

w 

«9iiaft^T.aiii^Kai^Riii*iii^; 
Vac DC O 
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resign my life itself rather than to aha n don my religion." 
The judge commanded that he shoukl be i»courged, and then 
IamI in the duugeou loaded with chains. Ou tl|£ third da^ 
alliir tliif^ hia ciiaios Ml off iiU haiidt and legi, and Mciiig 
tha door of Ilia pmaa opea* and bisgoanb asilecpf ha mada 
bis e9cape, and went oat nf Uie eity by the gafa wliiclr led to 
Lyons. lie >\vam ov er tlie river Rhone, and was got as far 
as the river Geres which falls iato tlie Kb one two leagues 

' alM>¥e Viennef when he fell again into the hands of the p^r^ j 
iaeutors, wbo tiad bit bands behind bis b#ck, and led him 
part of the way vifli lb«m» iiU bwg teiBad wilh 1^ 
fit of atfa^a amity, they cmt off bii l)aad nair the banks' of 
the Rhone, about the year 304. The Christians of Vicinie I 
interred his body with great veneration near the same river, 
and the citizens experience his protection by frequent ba* 
neBts which they receive from Grod, through the piayara 
wfaiabdi^potnpatbistanb^.siVa lha •nthoraf bi» acts*. 

' Tha rdteUoEStl^rrsolavaMliC hi the great chH^ 
18 hailt hi bU haiMMir near the river, at Vienne : those of 1 
St. Julian are preserved in tlic stately church which bears ' 
bisnameatBrioude, in the diocess of Clermont in Anver|^« 
St. Julknis commemorated aii^ the twatttj-elghth of August. 
SfLMucmtmh bishop of Vi^aa^ disooTttadtbabead^f 6auit 
JwaSm, aboat fbie^year AJM and the fiiat ^nroh of Sahit 
Ferreol, which was built orto his tomb^ out of the city, being 
in a ruinous coiRbiion. he about tde same time translated his 
relicks into^ new church whieh he built within the walls^ 
where it now stands. See, the acts of St Julian of firiouda^ 
whieh were laad in Aa <ihiind%ui dici4iBia of jS^ Glt^payal 
nm, wbatt seaond.baok^^.CIa tha tha glory of niar^f ' 
aonhdna nothing bnt a bistoty <^ mirades wrought by the 
merits of tliis gloi ious martyr. Their acts are pabli>bed by 
Bosquet, Hist, de T Egiise Gallic, t. 2. p. 176* The. acts ^f; 
St. Ferreol^ though not original, are nevertheless nirtbantioi 
aad 'ODnfiorniabla to tha laktkai 

Tom, h 2. da Otoif^ Bftft o» 1, &a. Sea these in BuhiBit | 

Ad. Sincer. p. 462^ Ceillier, t. 3. p. 526. Tillem. t. 5. | 
p. 282. These acts of St. Ferreol and those of St. JuHan • 
were wroto Mora St.Manerttts discaveredJSI* Jnlian's hcaif 
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•r liad translated the relicks of St. Ferr^ol into the cky. 
The Jarger acts of St. Feireol, ifbkh piaoeliai martyrdom aft 
Brioude, pnblished by dn SexM^f are of M aatlftotiiy* 8m 
J>mi Rivets l&t. lit. t p. 4Sa. 42il . 

» 

ST, JOSEPH OF CUPERTINO, C. 

Joseph Dcsa was born the se\ eutet nth of June 1603, at 
Cupertino, a sin all village of the diocess of Nardo, between 
Brindisi and Otranto^ -tSx mttea §ram the oqm^ the golpli 
ofTarento* ffis parenls wefe poor, Imt virtootii* Hbinifr* 
ther broagfit him up in graat'ieiitiiiieiiti of pktjr; Init treated 
Aim wlfh great severity, ponUhing hhn freqoently for the 
least fault, to innrc him to an austere and penitential life. 
From his infancy be gave signs of an extraoidinary fervour, 
and every tliir^g in liini seeined to announce that he already 
tasted the sweets of heavenly consolationa. JUe was veiy at- 
tentive to the divine service, and in an age when the hm ct 
|ileasnre Is generaSy predominant, be wore a hair shirt, andr 
Inortiiied his ho^ hy divers aasterities. He was bound 
apprentice to a shoe-malLer, wMdi trade he applied hioiaslf 
to for some time. 

When he was se^ en teen years of age be pre^Jented himself 
* to be received amongst the Conventual Franciscans, where 
be had two iindes of distinction in the Order. He was 
nevertheless refiised beeanse be bad not made ins studies* 
All be could obtain was to be reciritved amongst the Capu- 
chins in quaHty of lay-brotberi bat after eigjht mooAs be 
Was dismissed as unequal to the duties of the Order. Far 
from being discouraged he persisted in his resolution of 
embracing a religious state. At length the Franciscanj?, 
moved with compassion, received him into their convent of 
Grotella, thus called from a subterraneous chapel dedicated 
to Oo4 under the invocation of the BUiSed Virgin. This 
convent was situated near OnpartiBo^ The saint having 
Ili^Ubed bis novlcMewltb great fervour, be madehis vows, 
and was received as lajrwbrotiier ancngst fbe Oblates of the 
Third Order. Though employed in the meanest ofticcs of 
the house^ he pei^rmed them with the iiiostper&cl JtUichiy# 
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He Mdottblid liii iMli mi anaterit^ he prayedcsontimially, 
end ilept only three hoars every night. His humility, l^s 

sweetness, his love of mortiflcMtloii and penance gained him 
so much veneration, that, in a provincial chapter held at 
AUaxnura in 1625, it was resolved he should be admitted 
•mongst the BeUgmwef the Ghmr, that he might thus 
lify himself for hdy mtlers. 

Joseph begged to go through a second noviciate, after 
which he sepai at( d himself more than ever from the com- 
pany of men, to unite himself mote closely to God by prayer 
and contemplation* He looked upoo himself as a great sin- 
netf end imagined H ms Aroogh meve fsbaril;^ that the reli- 
gkms habit Me i^ev hkow Hit ^tlenee' made him hear in 
silence and with joy the severest rebokee for faults which 
he had not coinmitted : and his- obedience was such that he 
executed without delay tlie most difficiilt duties enjoined 
him. So many virtoes rendered him the object pi universal 
admifadon* Being ordained pne»t in 16128, he celebrated 
hie first maM with inexpreMibk 9entimeiitB foith^ of love, 
and respect. He ehose a retired cell that was dark and in- 
commodious. He would often go to pray to the most un- 
frequented oratories, that he might give himself up more 
fi*ee1y to eontemplation. He divested himself of every thing 
that was allowed him by his rule» and when he saw Inmself 
thus naked, he cried out, proitmte before hk emieifiz^ Be* ' 
<^ hold me, O Jjord, bmfl ^ all earthly things: be thou, 

I beseech thee, my only good ; I look upon every other 

tiling as a real danger and as a loss to my soul." 

After having received the priesthood he passed five years 
without tMtiog bread or wine; dnring which time he lived 
*only on herbs and dry fridts; .and even the herbs that he ate 
on Fridays were so distastefik) that only himself cooid use 
tliem. His fast in Lent was so rigorous that for seven years 
he took no nourishment but on Thursdays and Sundays^ 
exc«5.t th« hdy eiu^hariH whkh he ««eiye4 «v«y day. 
His countenance in the mcming was estremeljr pale, but ' 
after (hfi communion it became florid and liVely. He had 
contracted such an habit of lasting, that his stomach could 
no longer beai: any food. His desire of mortification made 
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liiiii fnrent Mfimnrhistniinents of penance. During two 

years he suffered main interior trials which tormented hini 
exceedingly; but to this storm a profound calm succeeded,' 
A report being spread that he had frequent raptures^ and 
that manjr mirades were wrought by hiro^ thepecyple followed 
Mm in crowds as lie was irffvelling tiirough Hhe profrfnce of 
Ban. AeeftainHcar-generalwasofibndedatlt, aiidcarrieiil 
his complaints to the inquisitors of Naples. Joseph was 
ordered to rq^pear : but the heads of his accusation being 
examined, he was declared innocent, and dismissed. He 
said mass at Naples in the church of St. Gregory the Arme- 
nian^ which belonged to e monastay of Religions, The holf 
sacrifice befog finished^ he M14nlo an ecstasy, as many eye«- 
witiies>es attested in the process of his canonization.^^' The 
inquisitors sent him to Rome to his general, who received 
him with ha^hnesSi and ordered him to retire to the convent 
of Assisium. Joseph was filled with joy at this news, on 
acoonnt of the great devotion he had to the holy Ibnnder of 
his Order. 'The guardian of Assisinm treated him also wMi 
roughness. But his sanctity shone forth more and more: 
and persons of the highest distinction ex'pressed an ardent 
desire to see him. He arrived at Assisium in \6$% and re- 
mained there thirteen years. At first he sufiiered many trials 
boOi mterior and exterior* His soperior often called hhn 
hypocaite, and treated him with great rigour. . On the other 
hand^ God seemed to have abandoned him; his religious 
exercises were accompanied with a spiritual dryness that 
aiflicted him exceedingly ; the impure phantoms which his 
imag^iation represented to him, joined to the most terrible 
temptations^ cast hhn into so deep a melanchoty, that he 
scarce dare lift up his eyes. His general being informed of 
his situation, chilled him to Rome, and having kept him 
there three weeks^ be sent him bapk to liis convent of Assi*' 

m 

snim. 

The saint, on his way lo Rome, expeiienced a return of 
those heavenly consolations which had beeii withdrawn ffom 
him. At the name of God,' of Jesus^ or of Maj he was, as 

0} 1U Proctis. Oni. Ntrit. hi 734. %t Suxnm. p. &1. s«ct. 1S4. i>. 103. sect. n7* ' 
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it were, out of himself. He would often cry out: Vouch- 
saiji^ P xay God, to fill and possess all my heart. O that 
lajr mill wai; freed fffom the dudns of tiie hod^, and united 
f to Jef iii Chriat 1 Jetoi^ Jasfw, dmr m 4d fondtf $l 4 

fltplabie to Uvi^aiijr longer on the msAJ* Q94w oftea 
heard to exdte olhevf to the lore cf God, and to tay^to them t 
Loye God ; he in M'hom this love reigns, is rich although 
" he dot > not pef'ceive it." His raptures were as frequent 
&g e^traord^iary. He bad many, even in puhlic, to which a 
j^faat aqumber qf 'persons of the tir^t quality were eye-wk« 
neaiea^ and the truth of which they afterward declared upon 
oath. Amongst tbnia^ John fk^adaric> dnke oi iBmniauck 
aii4 Hanow» was one. ' Thb ptinoe,' w|io una a lAtfacranp 
y^ta so struck with what he had aeen, that he ahjnred }m 
former tenets, and embraced the Catholic faith. Joseph 
had also a siu|;ular talent for converting the most obdurate 
i^i^ners, and quieting the minds of su<^ as laboured under 
any jtrpuhle. - He used to say to some scnipoloua peraona 
Wbb came to cimsnU him: I neither like scriii^eir^nnr 
melanchbly; l^t yonr intention be ri|^ and fear not*'* 
|Ie explained thenioat profound mytteiiea of oar fiutii with 
the greatest clearness ; and this sublime knowledge he owed 
jLo the intimate communication he liad with God in prayer. 

|)riidence which was remarkable in the conduct of 
SOul$, drew to him a great concourse of people, and eFen of 
^ (pardinals and pnnces. He foretold to John Cafinur} aon o( 
^ij^mund 1 H - king; of Poland, that he would one day reign. 
|or the^ood of th|e people, and the mnctification ■ of aonli| 
^nd 'adTued him no( to engage in any rellglonf Order* But 
this prince having afterward entered among the Jesuits, 
took the vows of tlit holars of the society, and was made 
pardinal by jiopc 1 nuoceut. X. in 1646. Joseph dissuaded him 
from tiie resolutjon he had taken of receiving holy orders. 
What the $aint foretold came to pass ; for, UladislaSi eldest 
aon j^f Sigismimd, dying in 1648, Jphn Casimir waa elaoted 
king of Poland | but after some time reaigned hto crown ani 
l^tired |nto Fnpce,. wi^ere he died in 1672. It waa dna 
prince who himself afterward disclosed all the circumstances 
pf^^e fact ^hicli we have here relat^, 
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ffis mimdes were iK»t less Temerkahle <liaii the otbec em- 
freindiDaiy fimars he received from God. ^ Maoy sick owed 
their recovery to his prayers. The saint felling sick of a 
fever at Osirao the tenth of August 1663, foretold that hi§ 
last hour was near at hand. The d iy before his death lio 
received the holy viaticum, and after it the extreme unc- 
tioii. Hewn heard often to repeat those aspitetions of a 
heart inflamed with Ae lore of Ood: OhI that my soul 
was freed fipom Ae shackles of my hotly ^ to be reunited 
to Jesus Christ ! Praise and thanksgiving be to God! The 
will of God be done. Jefeiia crucified, receive my heart, 
and kindle in it the fire of your holy love." He died the 
eighteen^ of Septemher at the age of sixty years and 
Ihree months. His body was e^osed in the chureh, and 
the whole town came to visit it in&i respect % he was after-* 
ward buried in the chapel of the Conception. The heroism 
of his virtues being |)roved, and the truth of his miracles 
attested^ he was beatified by Benedict XIV. in 1753, and 
canonized by Clement XIII. in 176?. Clement XIV. 
serted his office ,in the Boman Breviafy. See the life of 
St. Joseph of CnpettfaiOy written in Italian, by cdnnt Dominic 
3eminiin 1722, and dedicated to Innocent XIII. Agelli, 
has given an abridgment of it in 1753, with an account of 
twenty-two new miracles. We have another abidgment of 
the life of this saint by Pastrovicchi, also in Vj^* 8ee also 

F« 0iiydD(ii| Ckiinnient* et Not* p* 992* 
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SEPTEMBER XIX. 

3T. JANUARIUS, BISHOPovBENSVENXa 

AMJ> HIS COMPANIONS, MAKXYBS. 

IProm Bede and other Marty rolugUts. The modtni Acts of Si. Januario? weft 
compiled by John, -\ tlea^'on H^longio^ to the church of Naples, about the year 
$20, who complains th ii the memoirs be m^dt of bad been adulterated by 
certain superfluous circumstance* {oiattd into them. Sec Tillfmout, t. 5. md 
F. PutifPflno Soc. J. de Redivivo Sangtiiqe D. Jaotariu Keapolij 1723 » ift tl^iet 

* 

« 6r. JMUAmnr^y a native some ngr of Ni^Im, otlim^if Be* 
ppvmio, mu bishop o£ thii^l^tUr^&tf, wbM die p^necadMi 
of Di<ideBaaii broke out.* fionnsy dittcon MiaenOy^*) Pro* 

culiis^ deacon oi' Puzzuoli, and Eutyches or Eutychetes, qnd 
Acutins, eminent laynu n, were imprisoned at Puzzuoli for 
the faith, by an order ot Draconliu^y governor of Caif^paniay 
t>efore whom ihtf bad confessed their £utbt Soslus, by his 
•iiigubur wisdom andfanetlty^ bad been worthf of Ibeintkoale 
firimdsbip of Bt^ Januarios, wbp reposed m him an entitt 
confidence, and far many years had found no more solid com- 
fort aiiiong liiea tUan iti Km holy counsels «iiul conversation. 
Upon the news that thi.s great servant of God and several 
others were fedlen Into the hands of the persecutors, the ipopd 
bishop determined to make them a vi^t* in order to comfort 
pnd enooorage them, and proyi^ them with every spiritaal , 
succour to arm them for their great conflict ; in this act df 
phariity no fear qf torments or danger of his life could terri^ 

M rormeriy an episcopal city on a promoaCory| two mil^i /rom Uais, three from 
f ^zzuoli| now in ful^. * 
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liim $ and martyrdom was his reocMpffise. M^* did not 
«so«pt tlieiMitioe.o{ theli^pdtUffie kHptm^ wlio>gm attfap* 

the CKristian prisoners. Timothy, who had just succeeded 
Bracontius in the government of that district of Italy, gaver 
orders ;that Jaauarius, whom ho found to be the person^ 
should be apprehended, and brought befim him mt Nok^- 
di»iisiial*p)jMieof hitrettdeimes whkdi was doMaoeordii^gjiy, 
Esstys, theUrfmp'i d e ^c em i and D^sidartait ^ lector ofliia 
church, were taken up as they were making him a visit. 
They hat! a share in the interrogatories and torments which 
the good bishop underwent at Nola. Some time after, the 
govenaor went to FaaniolH and these three confessors, loadad 
vifli liaaiy inmsy wave made to w«Ul beftm.hit ehariotto 
that town, "Wlim they wafo thnown into tha same prisoii- 
where the/four martyrs 'already mentioned were detained t 
theyjiad been condemned, by an order from the emperor, 
to be torn in pieces by wUd beasts, and were tiien lying in* 
axpedatioii of the execution of tfaair senteoce^^^^ The daj 
after the arrival o€ Sit. Janaarios and bis two eompanknia^ 
lU these Amm^am of Gbrist wwra exposed to be devou r e d 
by the beasts in the aniphKheatre : but none of the savage 
animals could be prov(»ked to touch them. The people were 
amazed, but imputefJ their preservation to art-magic: and' 
the martyrs were condemned to be beheaded** This sentence » 
waaaaaawted scar Poaaiioiip aa^Bede tes^fies, and the anar- 
tyiawcredaeently iotanad near tet town. Some time aftsr 
the Christian faith was become triumphant, towards the year 
400, tfieir precious relicks were removed. The bodies of 
SS. Proculus, Eutyches, and Acutius were placed in a more 
honourable BMioiier at PuzzuoH t those of SS. Festus and 
SMderioa wM tranalaled to Beiievaiito$ tbat of Sosioa to 
Miamn» wbcrattwaa aftwwafd deposited in aetata^ duivdi' 
t^Uilt in his honour. 



The rviin<; nf thf nmphitb^ntre at 
Pitzzuoli sbew bow maj^uiticeut atid fa 
rooug a piac« ibis was fur such bnrba- 
fiBiit divenion/ Tbt iituttion of Put. 
fMtt was s» MsbtAd, that Oeno^ Hofw 



tenslus, Pif;n, Mani)«, Cflpfar, Pompc};, 
Nerf>, &c. bad country house; there. St, 
Prucuiu&*s church at Puzzuoii was origi* . 
a«Uf a tfloiiiin built ty ri'flwintiir in 
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350 ^S. JANUARIUS, &c. MM. {Sept. 19. 

* <tf Njiplw^ Wi i <o hapiyy to get pogse^n of 4hm \ 

ikcff MFcfri^ f ^iprt fio dtnfsvifiiilDsy fome ^Imo ttftcTy 

to t he afebey of Monte- Vergine : bnt, in 149/5 they Were 
brought back to Naples, -which city has long hononred liim ^ 
as principal patron. Among many miraculous deliYerancet 
wIMi il aioKbev to the ial^roesirioti o , 
ia Ibooked, npea as iiiOM Myiat'litfi^thsiiri(v|ivt4eKvvllonftoiiv 
Ike fiery eruptkaia 0^M0intTMHn»;nofreill«cl lot l^cinnm^ 
which is only eight miles distant, and which has often threat- 
ened the entity destruction of this city, both by the prodi- 
gious quantities of burning 8and> askes^ and stones which k 
throve iqym tlMMie muntkam torn much greeter^tenDe than 
NefleirUMll^Atemiilof iMianAa mkwwsd 
ateaee; end- iillier vakiaM»^ nMek like a-U^rtd live hm 
sometimes gushed from that volcano, «id Egging itself a | 
chiiiinel (which haa sometimes been two or throe miles broad) ! 
rolled its flaming waves tiirongh tiie volley into the sea, de-* 
8tro3dng towns and villages jn its wiyi end often paising near 
N«|ile8.<«^ done of tihoMi enqptene, wkuskt in the fifth end* | 
g e» *Mtii cetttnito threetaned^ cily with dertwettep/by , 
the clouds of ashee wMA'they lelied^ «re eiid tolieifie diHc* 1 
ened the sky as far as Constantinople, and struck terror into ; 
the inhabitants of that capital.^*^ The intercession of St. Ja- j 
miarilit wee inplofed at Naples <m Ihose accasions^ and the | 
dMoe mepcf' eywo niiJiifii My in^miieiiii Ui eeMtag Hkma 
dmdM edbiodaenly toeeee»4MMpmi» upeckilyia m» 
Bennet IK»beliig»popey andij' mliii l wi tboTounger^ ew ipei fa ry 
that the Greekj. iiistitutcd a feast in honour of St, Januariut, • 
with two yearly solemn processions to return thanks to God. 
•^Dm» pvotection of ilie eify of Naples from this dreadful ¥ol» 
eeao'-hgr the feme vieaais wee suet f^markable in the year 

I 

V 

0) See IfarcdUn. in Chnui. «d vl 471. An andent homUy qmoM hf Diwet w ^ 

W See the description of the eruption | by BorelH in a particular history- thereof, 
of mount Vesuviat in the year 1707, in with » plutofopbi4^.M€Oiiat volc4iiocS| 
the Pbiksophical lV«QS«ctionf, nomber [ 

iHtlei«<MelMMielt6»,c)wei 4 
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Sept. li).] SS, JANUARIUS, &c. MM. m 
•with tho dergy and p«o)>fe diifOii«l|!.Mlovad tbo tbttM iof 

V^smAmth tfe^ ievy emptism^^mied, the mbt, wbkh before 

was so thick that no one could see another at the dktanoe of 
three yards^ was scattered^ Md^dt lugihl^be stara appgargd in 

the sky-^*^ ■ " '» 

•The eiimdSng miracie, mitk milkA hfBmmmUf at Om 
Vkiai of JoMUtfms Hqucfyiiig mA hiiSing up al Hieap-- 
prcHtfli of the#Bartyr>lMd^»M««it»Tery £ei»0ii8«- In a 

rich chapel, culled the treasui^, in the great cluirch at Na- 
ples, are preserveil the blood in two very old glass vials^ 
and the head of St. Januarins. The blood is congealed, and 
of a dark colour; but when: brought in tight of the headl^ 
UmBgh at • awiifiliriihlw diitmpe» it maUB, lnibUasiip> mod, 
upon the leaatflMtian^flmrf on any side, The&etit atftottea 
hy Baronius, Ribadeneira, and innumerable other eye-wit- 
iiesses of all nations and religions, runny ot whom most atten- 
tively examined all the ciaxmmstances. CertaiA Jesuits sent liy 
F. BoUaodm to Na|iiea wer9.kaamed tbcan^biihDp/cttw 
danl Hulainmiia,^ aae ihlapmligjf the mimite daso^ption 
of the iiMiMiar in vMtkt it it iierfermed, is valfttod-bv^tbem 
in the life of Bollandus/^^ It happens equally in all sea- 
sons of the year, antl in vnriety of circumstances. The ii«sual 
times when it is peiiormed, are the feast of St. Januai ins, 
theirittateanik aitiap tamb wp i that of the taaalatien of hia 
Tsilols (wlMn' Diif wtra Itxmf^' fnm Buaoeli to'Mapka) 
fha Sunday wliMf iaiilv'UlKt^ to-tlie-eftlaaida ai May ; awcl tfie 
twentieth day of December, on which, in 1C31, a terrible 
eri]]:»tion of morni* Vesuvius was extinguished, upon invok- 
ing the patronage of this martyr. The same is done on ex- 
tnordinary occamons a( the discretiiQii of the aichhithopV*^ 



MiitiL 



See this miracle defended by cardi- 
ulLambertiai, afterward pope Benedict 
XIV. De CsDonis. 1. 4- p«r.I. e. SI; by 

Melchior Comeus, lii Defeni. Mir. ad> 
venti<; Danhawerum, p. 37. And in the 

notes io Musantii Chrou. p. 193. Mr. 
^ddifioo, Dr. Middktuu^ and icversU Ger- 



man Protestants have tried their skiii in 
foriDiiiif olf etiHMt l» tMiMinuiii, wUkk 
some ^ fl|NMB weald fldn aialbt ai 

best ^ the priegt's bands, <Mber»to tlie 

steams of the oburrh or lamps, other* 
think it may he some cb3nni«u eonpost- 
tionof a sdobte nature. 8«e JDaoluiwCk 
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Tiiii mmiculAiif folatioii and ebullition of the blood oi QmaiC 
Jmmmnm !• mMMMd by pope Fiiw U. wbn be •poike 4iC 

liie.reigu of jUpliMeitt'L of Arragon, kiog of Ntpleit, kk 
1450 : Angelus Cato an eminent physician of Salerno^ and 
others meution it in the same century. Almost two hundred 
years before that epoch, historians take notice that kin^ 
Charles I. of Anjou coming to Naples, the archfaiilK^brottgli 
oot Hie head m± Uood of this nert^nr* The oontnmatar ^ 
ifae chraueie of Maraldat the same wag done v^pon Am 
afpival of Idng Roger;, viha veuefoted tiiete reliokt in lldd. 

Falco of Benevento relates the same thing. -From several 
circumstances this miracle-is traced much higher, «iiid it is 
laid to have r<^iilarly happened on the annual feast of Saint 
JaniiAriiia> and oa that of the ttamlation of hia raikluy fton 
dieluno of tliei trandiatioiiebovt the year 



Miracles recorded in holy scripture are revealed facts, and 
an object of faith. Other miracles are not considered in the 
same light ; neither does our faith rest upon theui, as upoa 
the former, though they illustrate and confirm it i nor do . 
Aejr demand or admit azxy higher aient than thai whkh- 
pnadkBBoe le^nires, and that which fe dne to the ovidenoe pr 
human aiithority upon which they depend* Wh^ sooh. 
miracles are propounded, they are not to be rashly admitted : 
the evidence of the fact and circumstance«> ought to be exa- 
mined to the bottom, and duly weighed i whei^ thai fails^ il ; 
la the pert of prudence to sqq^endor refnie onr amenta Alaa 
if aeppeera donbtftil whilher anegbot he natnral or prorood • 
torn n fiqperoatninl intefporiiiiNi> ow aasealon^toloin. 



(0 SaeJidiiMOaHvGiyafilieiiabkNc^politttiHiiloi^^ 
Hbtey qf Nayltn CMoottittti, 1. 0i NwipoHteirit % l aj i yh ^ 



rus, and BiblioUiec. German, t. 29. an. 
1714. AU these somaiset suppose a fraud 
or juggle in the prietts ; but bew wfl) 
Oww tH/Hmt fewiaJe us tket to aw^ 

oioft boljr.Tenerable, and learned persons 

bave been antl are hypocrites, impostors, 
•iid jufglen ? The chemical secret would 
be not oniy a uutorious fraud, but also 
aeMMblteo'veiy, T1w««Mooof 

ttediMeMn^M iaeWdi tUii^pdi 



happens, removes tire suspicion of this or 
such causes as the beat of bauds, and the 
steams of tbe p l a o e. Mot ew these be 
•Ittnd bvOM kMd ItfiDa aMMiilk Su^ 

That the aodest Christians often re- 

spectfully prefierveJ the blood of martyrs 
iu viak, is demoustrable from all auUuun 
who have ^rote on the ancient oeme- 
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acfcordiog to the greater weigbt of probability, and God^ who 
is author of all events natural and supernatural, ig always to 
. be glorilied. If hvnian evidence set the certain^ of a mini* 
de abeve tlie mdi of angf doabtj ,il must move powerfulljf 
eceite nt to rase our minds to God m sentiments of bnmble 
ed<mitkin, love, and praise ; and to honoor him in bis saints 
when by such wonderful means he gives us sensible proofs of 
the glory and favour to which he exalte them, and of the U jj- 
derness with which he watches over their mortal remaim to 
raselhemoneday iQaiitate of glonottsimmortalitj. . 

ST. THEODORE; ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBUJIY, C- 

Alter fbe death of St. Deusdedit, archbishop of Canterbu ry, 
Oswi, king of Northumberland, and Egbert, king of Kent, 
sent a virtuous and learned pne<!t nnmed Wi«;bard to Rome, . 
that he might be consecrated bishop, and duly confirmed to 
.that important see by the pope himself. Wighai:d and most 
of those that attended hhn, died in Italy of the plague $ and 
Vltalieii, wbo then aat in St* Peter's cbair, pitdied.npoii 
AdHan, abbcvt of Nlridian neer Naples^ to be raised to ibal? 
dignity. This abbot was by birtb an AfHcan, ntiderstood 

C^reck and Latin perfectly well, and was thoroagldy versed 
in theology, and in the monastic and ecclesiastical discipline. 
But 80 great were his fears of the dignity to which he was 
called, that the pope was compelled by his entreaties and tease 
to yield to hiseSEOUies, He ii»isted, howerer, that Addan . 
jtbeold fod # person equal to tbat cberge^ and should bim* 
edf attend upon^ and asnst bim. In bastruclhig the inha- 
bitants of this remote island in tbe perfect discipline of the 
church. How edifying aiul liappy was this contention, not 
to obtain, but to shun such a dignity ! Adrian first named to 
the pope a monk called Andrew ; but he was judged inca- 
pable of the necessary fatigues on acoouut of his. bodily in- 
iirmtlies, though otherwise a person eztremeljrwell qualified* 
inhere w/u then at Borne a Greaian]nook,nunedTheodoKie^ 
anatm of Tarsus in CSlida, a man of exemplary Mt^ and 
well skilled in diyine and human learning, and in the Greek 
andLiatjii lajiguaged^ w ho waa bijk.ty-6ix years old. liim Adrian 

f 

\ 
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254 8. TH£0D0R£> B. C. [Sept. 19, 

'preMnted fo die popei and pfdonred bi|n to be ordtbeii 
biibop^ promising to bear bim company into England. - 
' Theodore being or^lned rabdeaoon, wtlted ionr montb^ 

that his hair might grow, that it mi^^htbe sliavcd 'm the form 
of a crown ; for the Greek moal^b shaved their heads all 
over. At length pope VitaUan consecrated hi«i bishop on 
Sanday the twenty-sixth day xif March, in 668, and recom- 
mended bim to St. Bennet Biscop^ who was then come a third 
time to Borne, but whom the pope obfigedto return toEn^ 
land witb St. llieodore and A^brian, in order to be their gaide 
and interpreter. They set out on the twenty-seventh of May j 
went by sea to Marseilles ; and from t lieuce by land to Aries, 
where they were entertained by the archbishop .John till 
Ebroin, mayor of the palace, had sent them permission to 
continue their journey. St. Theodore passed the winter at 
Baris witb the bishop Agilbert, who had formerly been bishop 
of "Whicbester in En^ifd By bis conrersation, the new 
'archbishop informed himself of tbe drcnmstances and ne- 
cessities of the church of which he was going to take upon 
him the charge: He also learned the English language. 
Kgbert, king of Kent, henring liis new archbishop was arrived 
at Paris, sent one of the lords of his court to meet him, who 
having obtained leave of Ebroin, waited on him, to the port 
of Quentavic in Pontiiieti, now called St. Josse aur Mer. 
^Theodore faSLiog nek, was obliged to stay there some time. 
As soon as be wB4f*^bIe to travel, be proceeded on bis voyage 
with St. Bennet Biscop, and took possession of his see of 
Canterbury, on Sunday the t^vcnfy seventh of May 669. 
Adrian Was detained in France some time by Ebroin, who 
suspected that he was sent by the emperor to the kings of 

Sigland, oh some designs ag^nst the French. He stayed 
nsidjBrable time first witb Emmo, archtobop of Sens, aql 
aft^rqrard with St. Euro, bishop of Meaux. Bbvoin bdng at 
Ust satisfied, lie was permitted to follow St. Hieodtn^e, by 
whom be was made abbot of St. Peter's at Canterbury. 

St. Theodore made a s^eneral visitation of all the cburches 
of the English nation, taking witii liim the abbot Adrian. 
He was evelry where well received, and heard with attention; 

and, whereter he came^lie estabUAed aoud mxnUStf^^om^ 
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firmed the discipline of the catholic church in the celebration 
- of Easter, and introduced every where the Gregorian or 
Eomau chanting in the divine otHce^ till tlien known in Jrew 
of the English churches, except those of Kent. ^He iwgtM 
lated all other things belooginip to .the dinae ^lerrive, 
formed abttm* and ordainod Mtbop^ in all places ndiofe hm 
thought they were wanting. He confirmed St. Wilfrid in 
the see of York/*- declaring the ordination of Ceadda irre- 
gular in two respects, because he was intruded to the pre- 
jodifie of St. Wilfrid, and because he had not received his 
oonaemtioii by lawfal authorify» ' Ceadda^ replied, tlHit I14 
kad bee» ^idained a^aliiBt bis^mdinatioiia^ ocno^eMd Umeelt 
waiWCtOky of that dignity, and retired with joy to his monas- 
tery of Lestinguen. But St. Theodore made him bishop of 
the Aiercians or of liichfiekl, which see was Tocai^ by Ibo 
death of Jaruman. ' • > 

St. Theod0K was the fiist aiehlushop of Canterimryji aflar 
St. Aiist)i>i who presided otw the whale clmndi of So^fauadr - ' 
He Was foonder of a' most famons aebool at Canterburr^ 
which produced many great men. For Theodore and Adrian 
themselves expounded the scriptures, and taught all the 
sciences, particularly astronomy and eedydsiaatical aritliaietio 
for oalculating Easter;, also howito eomjpoae LattA versei. 
Ha^y under tfaem became as petfbist in the X^tiii andGfeek 
languages as they were in ^eir own tniigne. Britain had 
never been in so tiourishing a condition as at this time since 
the Ejiglish first set foot in the island. The kings were so 
brav^e, says Bede, that all the barbarous nationa dreaded 
Hiair powers but withal siich^ good Christians^ that th^ 
a5|pired onl^ after th^ jogrs nS the Wngdonaof hearen^ wliieh 
Ind been but lately laeached to them^* All men*a minda 

8€?emed only bent on the goods of the life to come, to use the 
words of our venerabh- historian. St. Theodore established 
sebools in znost parts of England, and it is hard to say wbe- 
tiber we ought most to admire the zedlandiiBWearied labours 
ciibe pastonBy or the domfifyt hnmility^^iidiiiasMableanioiii: 
of &e people, with whom to heari Id ieam, and In pvaods* 

seemed one and the sauie thing* •»*,:,. , * 

t<Qliil1am&«ilir.lk lii . 
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m S» TiiSODORE, fi. a Vkpi. If. 

In 6/0, St, Theodore held a national council at Heorutford, 
which Cave, Mabillon, and many others, take to be Hert- 
ford : though it seems more probably to have been Thetford, ^ 
as Baiph Hidgen and Trevisa positiveijr affirm* And in ! 
this council Bisi, bishop of the Baat-Angles, aat next to the i 
mbbiriiop* It is oniaiaied itt one ef the oaaoito, that no 
mm lcttv» his mihf unless in (he ease of adulteiy) and iSbnt 
even in fiiis ease, a trne Cbwistian ought not to many anodier* { 
This synod enacted, that a council should he assembled an* 
nuatly on the first of August lit CloTesboe, which Mr. Soniner 
proTesto.be AI)iugdori in Berkshire, which was on the bor- 1 
ders of the Mercian kingdom, and was anciently called J 
j^iiovesham, and originally CloTesham. The archbishop i 
^Mles^ In tins syaod» lor tlie regvlatioo of Easter, and other 
pabiliy a book ot eanoos $ fagr wliieh Dr. Smith vndeielaoda 
the oooncil of ChaloedDa» aonie others St. Theodore's pealh 
tential : hot no such decisions are fomid in either $ and it 
was probably a code of canons of the Roman church which 
was here appealed to. The Eutycbian and Monothelitc 
heresies having made great havock in the East, St. Theodore 
held another synod, in 680, at HetBeld^ now called Bishop's 
UMM, jnHefftfofdshlre» in whieh tfae'niTSlery of the In- 
caimtion was expoundad,.the live first general conndls were { 
veeeired) end the aboreiaid heresies condemned. 

In 678, at the request of king Egfrid, St. Theodore divided 
the see of York into three bishoprics, and constituted so many 
new bishops in the room of St. Wilfrid, who refused tocxime 
into that project. In the following year, St. Theodore or- 
dained St. Ercon wald bishop of London. War breaking out 
between Eg^&ld, lung of tho Northnmbers, and Btbelred* 
^mg ci the Merdansy a. great battle was fought near ttho 
Trmt» in whioh EIMn, ihe amiable young brother of ISgfHdf 
was slain. Upon this news, St. Theodore relying upon tlie 
divine assistance, immediately set out, to extinguish the flame 
of wiir which both kings were bent on carrying on with 
greater fury than before the engagement : but the authority 
of the gpod iMshop, and the rdigiotts motives whioh he made 
wacfi disarmed them atonce, andoor saint was to haffif 



Digitized by Google 



«• to cement H Arm and eoHlialpeiace between the two ndtions,. 
upon no other condition than Uiat of paying the usual mulct 
to king Egfrid tor the loss of his brother. Few tilings have, 
rendered the name of St. Theodore more famous than his 
Peniietitiai or Code of Canons^ pTfiBcritnttg the term ef puh* 
Uc penanee for penitenti, aoccvidiiig to the qiialMgr and eno^ 
mity their stnt.W % thro FmiteDtial, it appears/') that 
"when a monk died, mass was said for him mi the day of his 
burial, on the third day after, and as often aizain as the abbot 
thought proper: also tba( the holy sacrihce wa& oifitered jEoTf 
the laity, and aooompanled with f«itiDg«^) 

St* Theodone heiAg ahove foureoore jem of age> mi 
sdsed with frequent Its of odineK^ was denroiU'to he r»- 
oonclled to St. Wilfrid. He therefore requested the exiled 
holy prelate to come to him at Loiuloiv, begged his pardon, 
for having consented vvitli the kings to his tleprivatiou, with- 
out any ^ult on his aide, did all he could to make him 

% 

<•) a|», 16.— (*) Cap. Ift. 77^ . " . 



Sfielman thuu^^Ht this Penitential 
tou hug to be luserted iti bis etliuuu of 
fte Bluish, emmeib (t. 1. p. 1540 md 
was iiDiuted by Wilkins. (Cone Britan. 
torn. I.) Luke D'Achcry published one 
hundred and twenty art ides of this work, 
(Spiciiefii, t. $.) Mhich Labbe reprinted. 
(Cone. t. a. 8Sf J inam Petit pub- 
KiM a ptrt of this Penitential, in two 
voIuTTf";, quarto, with several disser- 
tations and foreign pieces; but hiseditiun 
is less acourata than the former, and 
aHnj'caooBi are «3dad ftoai other latir 
Western penitentials, in soma of wbldb 
Theodore is himself quoted, and some 
ifecisions occur which stand in need of 
amaidioent. The six-score articles which 
<Valdoi a suamarjf acoouot of tile dis- 
apKHB of tbaLatia and teak almtebas, 
are the chief part of what can be depended 
upon to be the genuine work of Saint 
Theodore. In these it is remarkable, that 
the apostolical temporary precept t>f the 
coQiiell at HnatSma^ of ahataining tntn 
things strangled^ iMl horn Wood, was 
•till observed in some churches. That 
aqtong the Greeks in the seventh ceutury, 
atan clw laity jreceiv«d the comiBuaioA 

Vol. DL ft 



every Sunday, and they who failed three 
times tt^eihsr w^re excommunicated. 
That dritdrealifftNigiit lip ill uonaeteiiea 
were permitted to eat flesh till fourteen' 
yertr<; of ago; the bays might he professed 
at fifteen, and girU at sixteen. Lastly, 
that the penitential coiions then begaa 
to bt Biitigated, by s hflf t art i y the tena. 
of paaaMati St. Theodora pwtcribeA 
but one year fur fornication, three for 
adultery, and seven for murder. This re- 
Uxatioi^i gradually crept into the Orien* 
tal ita«b, after NBfltailin iiad abelhhad 
tbe oAoeof penlteiitiafjror pabHeeamor. 
In condescension to tbe weakness of many 
penitents, St. Theodore introduced the 
modern penitentiai canons of the Greeks 
into theae churches, whose discipline he 
n^tajpil, and was, i« praeev of tima^ 
followed by many others in the West ; 
as appears from several penitentt\!> made 
in imitation of his, tbe authority oi which 
is not to be canipared to that of the 
anciant penitaatial eaooiit in tlialr da* 
cisions. The Feoitentiary of Eete^hti 
archbishop of York, in 740* mS COia« 
piled upon this i&odd« 
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purpose he wrote strong leUm to AliHd» king of Northum* 
berlaiid, who had succeetled his brother Egfrid ; to Ethelred, 
king of the Mercians ; to Elileda, abbesi* of Streneshal, and j 
Others who opposed St. Wilfrid, or were interested in this 
cH^ir I and lie had the comfort to see bis endeavom «rfcry 
where tuooessful. St. Theodore wea tweafy^^o years afoh- 
hlshopy end died in 09O» aged lbiir«teore end ^ght yeeri f 

nteiiiorjr is hofiottred tm Ihe nhieloendi dey of Sepleiii-* 1 
ber, which was that of his death. He h«rled hi the 
monastery of St. Peter, which afterward took the name of \ 
St. Austin. See Bede, 1. 4. c. 1, 2. 21. 1. 5. c. 8. awd the lives 
€»f St. Wilfrid, and of St. Bennet Biscop. CeiUier, t. 17. 
p. 740. Wilktns, Concil. Magnse Britui* t« I. p. 42. and the 
learned Mr. Johnwm's Ocdlectioii of eenone of the tkmtk oi 
England, vol. U ad an. 6fS. 

■ 

SS. P£L£US, PA-1SRMUTHES, AND COMPANIONS, 

MABTYibS. 

% 

The holy confessors who were condemned to the mines in 
Palestine^ during the course of the last general peraecatioBy, 
llttih Utd^ onitorles,^ where they ihet to the dtTino aervioe^ 
whiidk under their saibHngs was theb* solid comfort ihr- 
nulian, gofWBor of Mastine^ infomied the empcsor Galei* 
rius of the liherty they had taken, and the tyrant sent an 
order that they should be sent, some to the mines in Cyprus, j 
others to those on mount Libamis, and others to other places. ; 
lirmilian being in the mean time beheaded himself for his 
crimes, the office upon whom the command was devolved 
lifter his disgrace^ removed the servants of Gad io the new 
plaoes of tiiahr faanishment, aecordh^ to the fteaor of IIm* 
imperial rescript; but first caused Ibnr of thc^ nionbor la 
be hiimt aHve. These wer^^^i^M and Nilos, two Egyptian 

priests, Elias, also a priest, and Pa-Termuthes, an Egyptian 

of singular learning and reputation. This last was the person i 

to whom Eu«ebins and St. Pamphilus addressed their apology 

' for Origen. ^ec jjiiis. liist. d<( jy^tyr. PaiestinsBj c. 13. . 

■ 
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81*. LUCY, rtRGS^. 

She was daughter ta« king of the Scots, and retired inta 
Futtooe to "senr^ God in obscurity. She chose for herself a 
iitttary on the wvth ode of Ito river. Mme in the 
diocim of Verduiiy mrhore she lived im ttie .pvactice of*the 
miost sublime virtues, till God called her to a happy irnmor* 
taViiy ia the year 1090. She was buried in a church built by 
herself on the summit of a mountain near her own cell; and 
was enrolled in th« nmuber of the saints hj Henry bishop 
of •V'eeidiili*^^ - Her reficiEB are kept during the sununer aee* 
i^ift llieioiittidi of Mount St« Lucy^ bat in winter in the 
j^OiiiH ehurch of Sampigny ; of both which churches she is 
the titular patroness. The former belonging to the Minims 
was erected oDder her irivocotion, in 1(>25, by the prince of 
Phalneburg, of the house of Guise, and by his wife, who was 
riste to Clmles IV. duke of Lorraine. The shrine of Stint 
Lacy is much resorted to bjr pUgriioB; it was ririted in 1609 
hy ilie dulohess of Lormine of the house of Mantua, and in 
l(i32 by Lewis XIII. king of France, who was then at the 
siege of St. Myhel in Loiraiue. See the Hist, of Lorraine, 
t. 3. p. 2I85 Cle, Act. SS. t. 6. Sept. p. lOi. Dempster, 
CamerariuBt jLahierj and her MS. life^ written in 1747* 

» 

ST. EUSTOCHIUS, BISHOP OF TOUBS, 

Was descended from au illustrious fatnily of Auvergne, 
and according to Gregory of Tours, was a man of eminent 
Tirtuje. Bwig raised to* the see of Tours after the death of 
fit. Brioe in 444» he strenttoo4y defended, in the council of 
Angers, the privileges of the aiburchj^ which were invaded hy 
a law of Valentinian HI. and had a prindpal share in draw-* 
ing up the regulations made in that council co^cerning tiis- 
cipline. He increased the number of parishes in his diocess, 
ani built in the €d$f oi Tours a obu^c^ji wherein he deposited 

(*) Tbi« Heftry, called Blois or Win- Matilda ; he was obIi|^ to quit the set 

ch««ter, was brotbcr to Stephen ksn^ of uf Verdun in 11 2$, hiit afterwerd beoMat 

ffrt*Mrr*. and. at j^ir to. tks empnaa 1 biabcp ot Wia cha a U r «a4 carcUiuU. « 
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had received fVoin Italy. lie died in 161, and was buried iH 
the church built by St. Br ice over the tomb of St. Martin, 
His name occurs this day in the Roman Martyrologf • Seo 
St. Gr^goTfof Tourt, Hist, 1. 2. c. U et 14. 1. 10. c. 31, 

GUI. t, 2. p. 77 etai4. 

ST. SKQUANU^ IN FRENCH SEINE, ABBOT. 

He was born in fhe Htlle town of MqriAcnit in the e^tm* 
inity of Burgundy. His parents gm him- m exotSlma^ efo* 
cation^ and pemitted luni'to onbMoa an oodkwiastkwl atete^ 

to which he was inclined from his infancy. . Having received 
the clerical toiism c IVoni tiie liands of his pastor, the sane-* 
tity of his life soon recommended him to the bishop of Lan« 
gres, who promoted bsm to the priesthood. The saint haTing 
nilRsred some persecution from pmons who bad envied Ua 
merit, he took occasion from thence to execute a resolntionL 
he had long before formed, of quitting the commerce of the 
world; and put himself under the dii c-ction of abbot John, 
who governed the monastery of Reonib, in Auxois, since calJed 
Moutier St. Jean. Here he perfected himself in the study 
of the holy scriptures, and in the pracllce of all nUkgmi 
Tirtues. After some time he built a monastery In the forest 
of Sege»tre, near the source of the river 8elne, which sdll 
bears liis name. The regular discipline vvliicb he established 
there, rendered it famous, and drew to it a number ©f dis- 
^ples. God was pleased to honour him with the gift oi 
tniracles,' which added new lustre to his sanctity. He died, 
according to the most probable opinion on the nineteeo&af 
September, about the year 580 : mi his reUcks* ara kept iaa ■ 
his monastery. He is mentioned in the Martyrolo^E^ies of Ado^ 
and Usuard under the name of St, Sigon. See his life,, bjri 
one of his disciples in Mabil. sec. 1. Ben. St. Gregory ojI 
Tours, c. 88. de ^or. Confes. Hist* dtt Monait. de BaoimM 
m Montier St. Jeaa^ fiaiUet^ m 





SEPTEMBER XX. 




3S. BUSTACHIUS AND COM?ANIONS^ 

MARTYRS. 

' I teii*BritaMB,t.a8«i^.iiuiir« 

Sr.SoBTACBivSj caDed by tlie Greeks Eiittafbiii8, and befim 
Usoofiversidn named Placidus, was a noblernan who sufifered 
martyrdom at Epme, about the reign of Adrian, together 
with his wife Theopista, called before her baptism Tatiana^ 
and two sons Agapius and Theopistus. These Greek names 
Aqr'must have taken after their conTersion to the SnUih^ 
The ancient sacramentaries mention, ia the prayer for the 
fesliTal of St. Enstachins, his profuse chaHti«i to the popr» 
on whom he bestowed all his large possessions, some time 
before be laid down his life for his faith. An ancient church 
in Rome was built in his honour, with the title of a Diacony i 
ibe same now gives title to a eardinal. His body lay depo* 
«ted in this ehurch^ tiU» in Jthe twdfth age, it was trans]at,e4 
to fliat of St. Denis near ¥!aris. His shrine waii pillaged 'in 
this place, and part uf his bones burnt by the Hiiiruenots in 
1567;^*^ but a portion of them still remains in the paris^ 
church whic]^ bears the name of St* £ustachius in Paiis^^*) 

How noble is it to see integrity and virtue triumphing over 
isAeresl, passi<M), recks, and deeUi*, and setting the whole 
woM at defiance. To see a great man preferring' the least 
Aity of justice, truth, ev' religion, to the ftfvciiir er menaoe 

of princes; readily quitting estate, friends, country, and life, 
lather than consent to any thing ag^nst his conscience; and 

0) See Baillet.— See tbe new Paris ^revUry OA Uif tturd of )i»Vfi&bfff. Alw 
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ct flie same. ttine» meek, Immble/aiid modest In lib mflfeiings; 

forgiving from his heart and tenderly loving liis most nnjast 
and treaclu MDiis enemies and peraectttocsl Passion and re- 
venge often make men furious : and the lust of power, 
worldly honour, appkiue or wealth may prompt them to 
brave dang^; but theae pawiam jlaaiye them weak and 
dastardly in other oases, and are themselrea the baaest sla«- 
Tery, and most gnevous crimes and misery. Religion is the 
only basis on wliich true magnanimity inul courage can stand. 
It so enlightens the mind as to set a man above all human 
events^ and to preserve him in all changes and trials steady 
and ealm in iiimsetf $ it secures him against the errars^ the 
injustSees, and hnmm of the wosM, is by its powofM motives 

the strongest spur to all generous actions, and under afflic- 
tions and snfterings a source of unalterable peace, and over- 
flowing joy which spring from an assured confidence that 
God's yfrikl is alwi^ys most ji^s^ and holy, and that he will be 
lis proti^r 0ni rewarder. I>oes religion exert this pover- 
fUI influence in us? Does it appear in our hearts, in o^^^ 
actions and coDcluct'.'' It is not enough to encounter dangers 
with resolution ; we must witli equal courage aiul con.^tancy 
vanquish pleasure and tlie softer passmns^ or we fiossefis not 
the virtue qf true fortitude. 

* • • 

ST. AGAPBTHJS* POJ?B, 

This holy pope wa$ a native of Rome, and be^ng receiye4 
among the clergy^ discharged the inferior functions of thf 
knittistry in the ehurch of SS* John and Fan). H19 jfOBf^. 
Sanctity recommended liim tp the love and v^nemfiii^n of aU 
that knew him, and pope John 11. dying on the twenty-sixth 
of April 535, Agapetu», who was at that time archdeacon, 
was chosen to fill the holy see, aqid ordajiaed on the fourth 
of May. He healed bjr mildness til* woynda which had been 
9Mde by dissentions^ and by the -wahfspgj'scUkKa of Biast 
emms against Boniiiusa II. in 599. Hie emperor Jnafinlan^ 
being apprised of his election, sent to him a profession of his 
fidth, which the holy pope received as orthodox, and, in com- 

^iancewith hisre^uest^ cois^i&acLoediheJkfif^^^ 

m 

\ 
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Sept. 20;] " S. AGAPETOS, POPE, C. 26S 
at OoBstantlnople, wiko were tainted with the Nestoiian 1m* 

dcptMcd by fjiBimT, f Tttimiim tffnrfr thtt iftiTTriitii tffr Vrttfc fto 
dllimoe wbich the emperor Z«io had made inth G e m wi e, 

and in the year 633, the seventh of his reign, sent Bellsarius 
iwth a fleet of five hundred sail into Africa, That experienced 
general macje an easy conquest of the whole countfy, and 
took Carthage almost without Hfipotition. Justinian sent to 
the churclMf ia J«nraal« Xhm veaaals €itikm ancknt J«wiA 
imsgU^ whidh TUni Hid taromif brought to Bomt^ and 
wluch GeiH^nio had earried f^rom then Ha 
re-estabhslied the temporal government of Africa, which he 
divided into seren provinces, Zeugitana, numed heretofore 
the Proconsular, that of Carthage, Byzacena, and that of 
Tripoli, whifib four had for governors men of consular dig* 
0ily t the thr«e oftbin, Nuo^di^ Manrimia, and Sardtni^ 
kialaiilypreflideiifts: all thaae wage aa^eat to tbe.Pwtfiiiii 
Prsetorio of Aflioa, wb o r a t ided at Carthage, fiaah pvovnioa 
had its primate, though in Numidia that dignity was not an- 
nexed to any ptirticular see, hut was enjoyed hy the oldest - 
biahop in the pix>viuce, as in the time of St. Cyprian. These 
churches being restored to the Catholics^ both the emperor 
and the biahopaof Africa wrote to the fpapa^ e«ferei|ting bin 
to aUow that aoeh Amb biahopa aa eame 0T«r to tba OatholiB 
fidth, should retam their sees. Agapetas answered them 
both, tliat he could not act in that point against the canons, 
and that the Arian blsho[i^ ouglit to he satisfieil with being " 
received into tlie Catholic church, without pretending to he 
admitted among the clergy, or to retain any ecclesiastical 
digoi^. The emperor having built the city JusttoianaMi» 
mar the rSlaga where be was bora^ desired the pope to ep*> 
j^mnt the Inshop of this new see his ticar in I Hyncam. 

Theodatus, king of the Goths in Italy, hearing that Justi- 
nian was making pieparations for an expedition to recover 
Italy, obliged pope Agapetus to undertake a voyage to Con- 
stantinople in order to divert him fram such a design. About 
Aa aame tbne the Catholic abbots at Constantinople wrote 
to St Agapetoiy. to acquaint him with the disorders and danv 
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• oiCiinitlailinople, dywgm6^^^ AntlilnniS', bkhc^ ofTrebi* 
immdf WW called to that i^e, hy ttie Inlfirat of the empreis 
•-Theodohu He fMteied'lbrs Ofttfiollo, hnf wm in tnifli an 

enemy to the council of Chalcedt)n, as well as that princess 
Iierself. The removal of Aiitliimns to Constantinople so 
juuch epcouraged the Acephali, that Severus, the false 
Ipatriavch of Antioch, ind other chiefs of that sect tepiired 
fHiither, andfiitod thet ehmk wkh cenftMson. Agapetnaln- 
' rfiSmed these OiHiblicf abbots fliat lie was eomiog himself to 
i Constantinople ; whereupon they waited his arrival. Saint 
':Grea:orv the Great relates'*^ that the food pope^, in his jour- 
:'uey through Greeee cured a luau who was lame and dumb, 
^^sayiofi mass for him. St. Agapetas readied Constantly 
laople aa,. tlie ' seaiwitf -oC gebraaiy in 686^asidw«a reoehred 
^fihB^ ea sp eier with leapeet. The pope, tme to'his trbat^ 
/pressed him on the bnslness wliichhad hrouscht him thither; 
but that princti li.id proceeded too far to think of di awing off 
iJbis forces from the expedition into Italy. St. Agapetus therer 
4l«e began to treat of religioiMLaflUrs. He #baoliitelj refused 
to admit Aathiaaitis to his cotnmunioai, ualesa he pobUcfy 
.aiibscrilbed thecgusifaflf Ohalcedon* aiidwoidd by nonteaa 
dllow of bia translatikm to tbe see of Coostantiuople. The 
empress employed ail herpower, and all her artifices to g/aia 
^tbis pomi; oi hUs^^^f^ Tbe i^peror ^IsQ plii^ ium both' with 

: - • • ■ . • 



f") If we con<;idcr tbe g;reat actloiis of 
JiistiniaA, we ahM be iiiclineil to think, 
•tb«k in 1^ reigQ the glory of Hm aaeieot 
'R<miMi empire wts mrlved: but if we 
Jook narrowly iutu his vices and bad ad- 
Jliinistration, we Khali rank htm amon^ 
tyrants. This prioce began bis rei^u in 
5S7t aod died ift SSS^ To )teforni the 

and cont^adictiops, were become a public 

nuisanre, and the heaviest hurden and' 
•oppressiun oi the people fur ivhase protec- 
tion they ^ere established, he caused the 
Code' to be compiled'/ cooaisting iit select 
^e^itutions of preceding •mpMvrty'Wbieh 
be pTiHlished in 529, »nd more Mrreotly 
ai^aiii in 5*^4. The most useful decisions 



the title of Di?e5turo nr Pandecta;, In 
533. Ue caused hu lustitutes to be com* 
posed* kt aitir Woli% lo tfrverae att inCi»> 
duetlpn to bis Paiid«ete» He added a 

great' number of eceCeifiutsciil and other 

law=, nnder the title of NovpIIsp. These 
wurks compose to this day the body of the 
Romtooir Civil Law. ! 

under thenam^ of Justin tan ftfe.ttanap^ 
with such marks of gravity, wi«doin, and 
majesty, aa to surpass all the others. 
Tl)(^ujg^U this p^rfurmance does so much 
honour to fiia memory* It le eeitaiD tiiat 
thit prince was more dMiulii to five to 
his Subjects good law? than good roagis* 
t rates ; he aspired not so mnch to the 



I — - ' " — ' 

tiie i4ik«t lawyers h^jiublislied under ^g;lofy of imparuaiiyadinifiiBteriiigjt^i^<^^ 
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large promises, and with threats of banishment; but the Holy 
man was inflexible, and at letigth Anthitnus went back to 

' 1!M>izond, for fear di being eompelled to i^eehre the cMnincil 
of Chalcedon. The pope dedaiM h&A *exooiaioiiimcated» 

milefls by^ safaicaribing thatt synod ke defdateii l^midf a 



tliennlty <ir War aicskUtorto 

pcistcrity ; his actions were far from being 
examples of that equity, which 
:Uw8 aad lessuiis were ruks. . (See F. 
Dftude* Jesuit, Historhi Voltcnitit 
*inani Ituj erii, t. S. at Wutzbur^, anno 
1754.) The questor Trebodian, an hea- 
then, the priucipnl and raost I ^arned of 
all the lawyers whom he (fjnployed in oom* 
yWlng tbtte wtilbH o]|itB|y loM kte ten- 
.fences, ai^d suppr^se^ «r made laws m 
Ills interest or pj\<;-'tor)s tncliiied liiin, as 
Frocopius (1. de Bello Fersico, c. 24, 35.) 
^Md^uidJi^ (V.TreboQ.) wmc ut. 
' . Jurtinim adoned bb imperial citjand 
'Other parts of hUdomihlona wttb stately 
isborches and other bu1ldin<^ in an elegant 
taste, by which he added a luitre to bis 
empire: yet by thembt leenied i«t¥«r to 
«flier inceiMi to'Ut mMk vanity 4IIhui f»J 
rai«c his view to more nohle prospects. 
Jie rt^scued Africa ant! .Italy out of the 
bauds of harl>anai)s ; but he devoured hu 
•objects, studying hy every act of 
perfidy, and 'tfaaalwfjr to 
amas^ tr^as'irfs tu feerl his own extrava- 
gance aud vices, and those of his einprts^ 
Theodora, and Antonioa the wife of Beii- 
aariai. Never dM aay prioat aw ddl a ao 
nnuch with the affairs of the church, as 
appears by the great nucnber of laws 
which be made in his Nuvelle> to rvgu- 
lata alnait tta whole discipliAe ; and by 
an vtthapiiykehtoba.alwajadiipttUBf 
about the most abstruse theolofieal 
points and mysteries of faith, in caavass> 
iog which he spent much of thai tiuae 
wUehhaowedtothaffarefnaMataf hie 
ctnpire, UaaaDg himself little or no learn- 
ing', if we may believe Stiitlas, he w.is not 
happy in tLe choice ufli is tlieolo^ians, and 
he contributed very mudi tu widen and 
infiame the wonnde, and teereaw the 
dietraetionof tbaOriantalehttrehes. The 
is^tie of his premimptMou*; curiosity and 
ifM|uine8 was, that he fell into the heresy 
of the IncorrupticolsB, which he con- 
fcoMd bgraaadliWIftwIMilMMwid 



that Cbriitite body« in liit'MOital etal^ 

was never liable to any alteration, or even 
natural passion, such as hunger, thirst, 
or pain, and that be ate without any 
necessity. (Procop. do Brilo Gothiao« L 1. 
c. 35 et S3, et Aiiecdot. c. 18.) 
■ Procopius, n native of Ctesarea in Pa- 
latine, secretary to lielisarius in his ex- 
peditious in Africa and Italy, wrote two 
boolAr, On the PaMtaa war, two On tha 
Vaodalic war, four Ou the Gothic war« 
anil six On the bu-ldings of Justinian. In 
these histories t he great actions of that 
emperor are displayed with honour. The 
laaw anttttr Irft Mi iUanlsre ar tlia Se- 
cret History of Justinian. Theodora, Be» 
lisarius, and Antonina, which he brought 
down to the year 56S» recounting the se- 
cret enomioat' erinea of tboea penone^ 
and idescrlblng the court at a den of in- 
carnate fiends rather than men. In the 
printed copies, some pa^e^ reb.ting^ the 
obscenities of Theodora are justly omit- 
ted, wUeh are preservadin tba copy 
in the Vatican library. The author dis* 
covers, by his inconsistency, at least, his 
own diiin^enuity. in his first worki be 
Mattered his prince, as Velleius Patercis* 
{at aonnandad Silaaiii^ whoam had ha 
wrote two years later, after the fall of that 
wickeft minister, he wonld have described 
as one ot the most execrahia monsters of 
the human raoa. - Tha lift imrk af Fki^ 
cophM teenu tha produetioa of dhap* 
pmnted ambition and spleen, and is pro- 
bably in ^reat part a collection of slan- 
der. Though the author professed him- 
MifnChrlitiaB* tMihafraba^y dU wtth 
viewt to temphcathi Uw i t i lor l»BMaqr 
parts of his last work be betrays an aver- 
sion to the f iith, and an attachment to 
tbe wiid superstitious of idolatry, as 
EkhaUM vffom at laafth, tafht. hi 
Pfoca^ Aneedot. n. 17. ad 23. See tha 
edition of Helmstadt, 1654. But wo 
want not this secret history of Procopioa 
come at the true character of Juiti* 
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Catholic I which drew upon the saint the whole fuiy of the 
Eutychian party, and of tLe empress. His constancy, how- 
ever, baffled all their efforts, and Ptlennas, a person of great 
learning and piety, was choaen patriarch ot Con»taatinople, 
mad coaseorated by tbe pope* Several petitkms were 
▼ered to St* Agapetut* coaliiQiog complaiiits and aocnaatiaiii 
nf Iimigry and oHmt mimm^ agiitiil Sef^rtiSy and ceiteife 
ofter btshope <yf the party of the AoepbaU, which the pope 
was preparing to exaaiiue in a council when he fell sick, and 
died at Constantinople on the seventeenth of April, in 536» 
having sat about eleven months, and three weeks. His body 
was brought to Rome, and interred in St. Peter's church on 
Hie VatScan, oa the twentieth of September, the day wbidi 
ihe Westtm ohavob ha* eooteerated to his memory. Hm 
'Greeks ciymmemorate his name 6n the day of his dralh, the 
seventeenth of April . See his epistles, and other monun\ent9| 
-Cone. t. 5. also Liberatus Breviar, c. 21, 22. and Anastasius'l 
fbntifical^ especially the new edition, or Liber Pontificali% 
sen da Oestis Rom. Pontificum, qiiem ciim Cod. MSS. col- 
latum emeadavit et sapplevit Joannes Vignolias» BtbL 
aaMg ftwitotm alter > Bomtt, fl«teeml> in 4to. Ctt, 
1 1(« p. 
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SEPTEMUER XXL ■ 

ST. MATTHEW, 

ABOSTJLE ANP EVANGELIST. 
' Matt U. Alark ii. jl^yke v, jSee Tillemoot, CaitDet^ CetUitfr^ H amm o ad , to \ ■■ 

St. MATtaBV is called by two evangelists Levi, both whicb 
names are of Jevitb extradaoo.^'^ The latter he bore befort 
hb oonTersion, the other he seems to have taken after U, to 
•hew that he had renounced his proiiession, and was become 
a new man. St. Mark calls liim the son of Alpliaeus; but the 
conjecture which some form from hence, that he was brother 
to SL James the Less, has not the very shadow of probabili^« 
He seems to have been a Galilean by birth, an4 was hj pro* 
fession a publican^ or giatherer of tas^for the Bomans^ wbidk 
oflke was equally odious and scandalous among the Jews* 
The Ivoinans sent publicans into the provinces to gather the^ 
tiubutes, and this was amongst them a post of honour, power^ 
and credit, nsuallj conferred on Roman knights. T. FLavin* 
Babhius, fiither of the emperor Vespasian, was the pablicaa^ 
of the provinces of Asia. These Roman ^noral publiouia^ 
employed under them natives of each province, as persons 
hesi acquainted with the customs of their own country. 
These collectors or fijtrmers of the tributes often griped an4 
scraped all they could by various methods of eoctartimt hay^ 
ihg freqneiN: opportunities of oppressfaig others to raise flieir 
own fortoncs, and thejr ware nsnally covetDoa> Ondiisaov 
count efen.the'Goidk^ often ^eak of flieai as motorv^ 
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cheats, and public rpbbers.^^^ Zaocheus, a chief among these 
moaJLu^rSf w«ft sensible of these occasions of fraud and op- 
VMsion. wtnsn be offisred ibur-fold resdtutkm to 
Ubidlt^tmd. 

Among the Jews these puUieaiis irere more infamous and 

'odious^ because this nation looked upon them as enemies to 
their privilege of natural freedom whicii Cod had given thenci, 
and as persons defiled by their ^quent oonversation and . 
dflalii]q[( with the pag^j and as conspiruig with the Bamam 
lo enlail alaveiy upon tlieir ot^watrpnm* Banee tihe Jeif» , 
iiniFersally abhoired them, regarded their estates or money 
as the fortunes of notoriuus tliiev cs, banished them from their 
communion in all religious worship^ and shunned them ia 
all atikir^ of civil society and commerce. Tertuliian is cer-* 
talnly mistaken when he affirms that none but Genti|ea were 
iSmployed^ is this sordid office^ as St. Jeiom d^emonstnttea 
from several passages in the gospds/*> And it is certain that 
St. Matthew was a Jew, though a publican. His office is 
said to have particularly consbted in gathering customs of 
commodities that came by the lake Genesareth or Tiberias, 
«md a tpU which passengers paid that came by water; of 
which mentlQn is made fo^ Jewish writers* < Hence the He-» 
l^ew gospel pubUslied by Mnnster renders the word PuIh- 
Hcan in this place by, " The Lord of the Passage." St. Mark, 
says, that St, Matthew kept his office or toll-booth by the side 
of the lake, where he sat at the receipt of custom. 

Jesu9 haidug lately cured a famous paralytic, went out of, - 
CapbaifnllauiQ^ and walked on the l)anks of the lake or aea of 
6eiiei<tretl^ ieachiiig the people that flocked after h|.m. Htne. 
he espied llfatthew sitting in his cfistom->fioose, whom he 
<ialied to come and follow liim. Tiie man was rich, enjoyed 
a very lucrative post, was a wise and pY'udeiit man, and per*!- • 
fectly understood what this compliance would costhim^ and 
wtatanodiaDge be made' cS wealth for poverty* Bui he 

^Oj) The profession of a tax-gatherer is in j ♦•xamplcf of ganctity, witness the baron of 
itielf lawful and necessaxy* and may be 1 M(MiUiiorency ia FkoderSk Bcroi^T^ 
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overlooked all these consideratione, and left all liis interests 
and relations to become QurXiord's disciple, and to embrttof 
a spiritual kind of commevoe or traffic* We isaimalfiippoat 
ibal he was be&ire wholly vnaoquainted with our^ Saivioor^i 
poraoo or doctrine, eape^ally aa hii oaitom-offiee war near ■ 
Caphamamn^ and h» hoiue eeama to have been in city; 
•where Christ had resided for some time, had preached and 
wrought many uiiraf les, l)y w hich he was in some measure ' 
prepared to receive the im])rLSsi(ru which the call of Christ ' 
made ijpm him. St. Jei oiu says, that a certain amiable 
Iffi^toew and air of majesty wbkh shone in the odonte* ' 
vanoe of oar diYiae^Bedeemcr^ pteroed hiaaoiiJ^ and ftroagly 
attracted'bini* BottbegraateafMeof hk wonikvlUeaaver'^ 
don was, at Bede remarks, that, He who called him out- 
wardly by his word, at the same time nioved him inwardly 
by the invisible instinct of his grace." We mast earnestly * - ' 
entreat tliis same gracious SaTiour that he would vouchsafe 
to touch our hearts with the like powerful intericn* call, that 
we may be perfoody converted to him» He often laiaea hia 
iroice in tibe secret of our heartst bat by putting wilfal ^ 
aieelea we are deaf to it^ and the iced of Miratioii it often 
choked in our souls. 

This apostle, at the first invitatu^n, broke all ties ; forsook 
his riches, hli^ . family, his worldly concerns, his pleasures, 
and his profession. His conversion was sincere and perfect, ' 
manifesting Uselif by the {oUowing-marks* First, it admitted . 
•HQ d^ibemtiofi or deley : to foalanoe one moment between 
CM and sin or the world, is to resiBt the divine call, and to 
lose the ofibred grace. Secondly, It was' courageous ; sur- 
mounting and bearing down all opposition which his pasaions 
or the world could raise in bis way. Tliirdly, It was constant ; 
the apostle from that moment looked no more back, but 
foUowing Christ witb fervour, persevered to the end^maroh-i 
tag eveiyd^ forwards with fresh vigour* Itis the remarkT 
of St. Gregory, that those apostles who left tiieir boats and 
nets to follow Christ, weresome times afterward found in the 
sajiie employment of lishing, from which they were called : 
but St. Matthew never returned to the custom-ahouse, because 
it was a dangerous professiooy and an occasion of ayarice^ 
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DjpfiOiMiiniii and extortioii* St. Jerom S4*CkiytoilB«l 

Am of pubHcan, m if it #cre to cover «id keep out of sigliC 
the remembrance of this apostle's sin or at least to touch it 
tenderly : but our evangelist openly calls himself Matthew, 
by which name he was theu known in the church, heiug 
4etif0iM out of humility to publish his former udmy and sm, 
ami to prodaiai tbe axaeas oil tba dnine mmf which bad 
inaie an apostfe «if a pubttoau. The othar efaofelistb bgr 
tBetnHmAng him in hia ibraer ditiioiioiiraliie eome of lift 
iiader the name ol: Levi, teach us, that we ought to treat 
peniieut sinners with all rnode*;ty and teaderneas ; it being 
against the laws of religion, justice, and charity, to upbraid 
and reproach a oonvert with errors or sins which Grod him- 
aelf has for^wk and-eiaced, S(a as to deekm that ba no 
longer remembers them, and for which tha darfl himael^ 
wifli all maKoe, ca» m longar aoonse or reproach him* 

St. Matthew, upon liis conversion, to shew that he was not 
discontented at his change, but looked u[)nn it as his greatest 
happiness, entertained our Lord and his disciples at a great 
dinner in his house, whither he invited his friends, espedallj 
those of his late prolesaloD, donbtlass hoping that hjr our 
9m^kom^9 dMne coufersalMMi, thegralao be eonverted; 
llie Fhaxiseea oaiped at this eoodeot of C^tfW, i^ 
publicans and sinners. Our ^rine Savioar ansvered tMr 
malicious secret suggestions, that he came for the sick, not 
for the sound and healthy, or for tliose who conceited them^ 
Selves so, and imagined they stooil in no need of a physician ; 
Itod he put them in miBd, that God prefers aets of m»cy 
•and charity, eq^eamlfy in redaiiDing 8hiners> andldobiggDod 
to souls before ritual observanoea, as the mote neeessary and 
noble precept, to which ofter lews were subordinate; Com* 

nrerce with idolaters was forbidden tiie Jews for fear of the 
contagion of vice by evil conipany. This law the proud 
Pharisees extended not only beyond its bounds, bnt even 
against the essential laws of chanty, the first among the 
aMne ppecepta. Tet fliia mo^ty thi^ ealkd the al^ 
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•emiioe of the lav, in wbicb fliey prided Aeiiisel?«^ 
whereas In the sight of God it was hypocrisy and overbearing 

ptide, with a contempt of their neighbours, which degraded 
their pretended righteousness beneath the most scandalous 
sinners, with whom they scorned to converse, even for the ■ 
sake of reclaiming them, which the law, far from forbidding, 
reqafaned as the firsi and most excellent of its ptaoe^. ChHit 
came from heaven, and dotbed himself with our mortaUtfi 
in the bowek of the most tender compassloa and of hit li^ 
finite mercy for sinners t hebcrmtcon^nally with Hie moit 
ardent thirst for their salvation, and it was his greatest de- 
light to converse with those tliat were in the deepest 
abyss, in order to bring them to repentance and salvation* 
How affectionatdly he cherished, and how tenderly he re- 
ceived those that were sincerely conyerted to hlin he has ex* 
-pfened bf Ihe most aflfecting parables, and of tldti Saiat 
Matthew is, among others, an admirable instance. 

The vocation oi' St. Matthew happened in the second year 
of the public ministry of Christ, who soon after forming the 
college of his apostles, adopted him into tiiat holy family of 
the spiritual princes and founders of his church. The hii^ 
milily of oni* saint is remarked in the f dlowing oircnmstanoe. 
Whereas the other evangeHsts, in deeciibing the apoades by * 
pmrs, constantly rank htm before St. Thomas, he ^aoes that 
apostle before himself, and in this very list adds tohianame 
the epithet of the publican. He delighted in the title dc 
Matthew the Publican, because he found in it his own humi- 
liation, magnified by it the divine mercy and grace of his 
conversion, and expressed the deep spirit of compnnclioiiia 
Which he had his ibrmci* goilt ahraya before JbiB cfM^ 
Enselnus and St. Epiphanioa tdl ns, that after oar lof<dRi 
ascension, St. Matthew preached several years- in Jndea and 
the neighbouring countries till the dispersion of the apostles; 
and that a little before it he wj ote his gospel, or short history 
of oi|r Blessed Redeemer, at the entx^ty of the Jewish . 
cmiverts, and, as St* Epiphanioa says, at the command 
of the other apoafles. That he compiled it before Ikfllr 
dispeniaiii appears, not imly beciiMe il wmi-mUtm btBom 



Digitized by Google 



tf^ S. IftATTHRW, APOeTLft, [Sept. 

the other gospels, but also because St. Bartholomew took a 
copjr of it iirlth him iato India, and left ii there*^^). Christ 
no whei^ appears to have ipven any charge about fA'P^Hting 



W The Ens:1is>i word Gospel sig'nifi«s, 
ill the ianfuage o( bur aDceatort, not 
GamI's Word, but Good Word or tidtofs, 
M Bvancelium in Gn«1c Good they 
.wrote God ; and God, Gode, with e. We 
Duw retain the word Spell only to signify 
a cbarm* . Sea Hammond (p. 3.) Som- 
iqer and Fir. JoBliii** EtynologfanI Die* 
tioaoiy .hygdmXye. TbatSt.MattlMM's 
gospel was orisjinally writtnn in the mo- 
Hem Fff'brew, tlint is, in th*' Syro-Ciial- 
daic iaiiguage, used by tbe Jews after 
captivity. If afllnnod by Papiaa, Ori- 
^eu, St. Irenxu?, Eusebius* St«Jeroafi, 
^t. £ptphaniiK, Tbeodoret» and all the 
ancient fathers, so positively and so una- 
nimouftly, that it i» matter of surprise 
fklft Briinatf Grivkiit IJgfeAiMfi nd 
iome few otben, should pretend it was 
wrote first in Greek, which they falsely 
mistake to have tbeu bee a the vulgar 
language o> tfco 4mm ia Wl t st hoo. Ita 
Christ preoebed to tben in die 9jwo- 
Chaldnif trinf^i-iie is plain from many 
words of that lant^uag-e used hy him, 
which the evaugelUts retain and inter- 
pret in the gospels. St. Pnul, lurangulng 
the Jews at JoraiileDi, spoke la the 
Siw-Chaldaic tonj^e. (Act. xx. 2. xxvii. 
40. xxvi. 14.) The Syro-Cbaldaic para* 
phrase of Onlcelol on tbe Pentateudi, 
9ompamA «bo«t the titie of enr Me- 
deemer, and that of Jonathan on the 
books of ,l(><ue, Jiulgres, and King^, not 
mocfa later, extant in the Fiolwiot, &c 
Here nade to expound tlie Bine to the 
eommoD peo|de, no longer under- 
stood the tfrue ancient Hebrew, in which 
language the sacred books were ^till read 
in tbe syna^t^ues. (See Huet, de Claris 
lalirpiet. f e. Sinon 1.1. e. U. WaMui 
Prdeg. 12. Prassen, contra Moria. I. 8. 
Exercit, 6. et Net. Alex. Sm. 2, DiH. 
II.) 

. .What Erawioa and the^ rest of these 
anthors gnmnd their €oq|ecture opon, 
that St. Matthew quotes the Old Testa- 
ment arcording to the Greek Septuagint, 
i» another mistake. For out of ten quo- 
' tattont fiMad in >hit -gosml, levea are 
" vldh|ytafcMi>Bflithe|leiNw»i^ttie 



V"it are no wav rnntrar\- to that text, 
though they are mentioned only as to 
the sense, not in the words. St. Jerom 
eapresaty oheervet, horn a eopy of thlt 
gospel in the erigteal Hebrew which be 
saw in the library at Cssarea, that Saint 
Matthew's quotations are made from the 
Hebrew. (In -Catal.) We are Mi, says 
Isaac Vossius, (Prsf. App. he L de 70 
Intcrjtr.) if we spend our time in confu- 
ting all idle dreams which trample upon 
the unanimous tesiimony of ail antiquity^ 
and the authocjly of all ebvreheiy whidi 
conspire In aieiiniig* us, that tliegoepdr 
of St. Matthew wjis originally wrote in 
the Syro-Chaldaic language. The Greek 
translation was made in the time of tbe 
apoitles, ai 8t* ^eeonr aad St Amtlii 
affirm, perhaps by some of them ; it wag 
at least approM't! hv them, and from 
their time has been always looked upon 
tn Mi the plaai of the eiiginaU For« 
the Syfo^alddc copy seems to haiw 
been soon corrupted by the Na^areans, 
or Jewish converts, who adhered to the 
ceremonies of the law. Also tbe Ebton* 
ite heretiee retiencfaed many passages. 

Aanai the additions made by tbe Ni^ 
Sfireaiis some consisted of savins:'? of our 
Divine Redeemer, handed down by those 
that had received them frum his sacred 
monthy aad are pooled as eiieb hy the 
fathers. See a collection of tliese hi 
Grahe. (Spicilegii, t. 1. p. 19.) Other 
additions ^>f these hen^tics were ficik>ns. 
These interpolatlont and fhltiflcatlsQi 
brought the Hebr^ copy into disrepute 
in the church ; or if the gospel of the 
Nazal cao-s had a difTerent ground from 
tije Hebrew text of St. Matthew, at 
least tbe httar Is hmg finoe lost: and 
St Epiphanitts tells us (Hear. S9. n. 9.) 
that tho gospel of the Nazareans or 
Hebrews was only that of St. Matthew 
interpohlted. Tbe Chaldaic text of Saint 
Mattbew'e goepel. pnblbhed by tWet; 
and republished from another more im- 
pcrfcrt copy by Monster, is evidently 
a modern translation made from the 

Greek. Tbe iatia VulgAte, or ntlNr 
the^fdd ltaU<^ w inuubtcd fion tha 
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tewrilhif iiiiliisfeinyiirAniied^ pnrtieohrtoeUentt. 
gm the onMMwww. St-MatHiew wvote bn gospel to, SAihfy 
tteeoffiv^rtt «f Mesftine SL Mark, at Hie pressing entrea-* 

ties of the faithful at Rome:^*^ St. Luke, to oppose false liis- 
toric«!^*^ St. John, at tlie reqiiest of the bishops of Asia, to 
leaye an authentic tejjtiiiiun y against the herei>ies of Cerin- 
thui and Ebion.^^^ It was, neverthelessj hy a special inspi* 
rtttkm t^e Holy Ghost, that this wqrk was undertaken 
and executed, by each of them* The gospels are the most - 
emileat. part of tbe safired vritings« For in them Christ 
teaches us, not by his prophets, but by his own divine mouth, 
the great lessons of faith, and of eternal Jife; and in the 
history of his holy life the most perfect pattern of sanctity is 
set before our eyes for us to copy after. The gospel of Saint 
Matthew descends to a fuller and njpre particular detail in 
the actions ol ChriM, than the other threes but from cfa. ¥* 
4d eh; be often differs from tbenl in' the series of his 
narvadoo, negleolSiig the order of time, that those instrfic-" 
tions might be related together which have a closer affinity 
.with each other. This evangelist euiarges chielly on our 
Saviour's lessons of morality, and describes his temporal or 
human generation^ in which the promises made to Abraham 
and David, concerning the^Messias to be born of their seed^ > 
wm fttlfiUed } wbidi avgmiient was aparticalar indncenent 
to the Jews to believe in him* . 

St« Bfattbew, efle» having made a great harvest of sonls. ii| 
Judea, went to jireach the faith to the barbarous and uncivi- 
lized nations of ihe Kast. He was a person much devoted 
'to heavenly contemplation, and led an austere life, using a 
meiy slender and.jcoean. diet; for he ate no ilesh, satisfying 
Batnre with herba* toqH^ seeds, and berries^ as St. Clement 
of Aksmdm raswes St. Ambrpse sagr»»^^^ that God 
■ ^ • ' . "I 

W E.us.)'-3. c. 24. S. HierotJ. in Catal.-W Eu8. I. c. IS.— W Luke i. I. 
(^y S. H ieittt, FroL in Matt. 9. £piph. bwr. 51. n. 19^^^ FaedAS. ^'^^ 4a * 

Fii.4«, .:',••,..«: T- . * ... , 

Gmk text, nod eorMCtd'«emliag-td sotpel. SSnetf thsttiowiuioMMiLtopy 

iSligr St. Jerum. See Le Loop, Kblioth. of Aha four gosp^U iu the true ancient 

Sacra: Kltlls Piuleg. in Cr. Test. p. 5 Italic version , wi? fmnd at Ctl b il t i mi 

et 81, &c. Dottt Martianay aabliskied, ptthliftb«U at V^ivoa. , 
iu the aiM»entit«li»^l^fUta 

Vot,JX, 9 
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opened to hi m the country of the Persians, fiufiiiiia^^'' an4 
Socrates^^ tell us, that heearried ^ gospel ialo £thiopia» 
meaning probaMy Ihe scmtfaem and eMtBrn pwl|.«f Am» 
81. jPanliniui i»ieiii(oii%<^ tliat he enMl hb eoiiftelii VAftluB. 

Venantius Fortunatus relates, that be suffered martyrdom 
at Nadnhnr, a city in those parts. According to Dorotheus, 
he was honourably interred at Hie t a polls in Farthia. His 
relicks were long ago brought into the West. Pope Gregory 
Vn. in a letter to tihe bishop of Saleroom io lOBQ, tMsaHkBm 
Aat they were th^n kept in n dniroh wUbb boffo Ua mmm 
in that city. They *till remain in the same place. 

St. li enaeus, St. Jeroni, St. Austin, and other fathers find 
a hgure of the four evangelists in the four mystical animala 
represented in Bzechiel^^^^ end ki the iApoaalypse of Saint* 
John.<'^ The eagle is generally taid to fepraant 8U Johiif 
who hi the first li^ea of hit gospel nom up to the canlmnii* 
ktion of the eternal generation of tibe Word. The calf 
agrees to St. Luke, who begins his gospel with the mention 
of the priesthood. St. Austin makes the lion the symbol of 
St. Matthew, who explains the royal dignity of Christ $^bttl 
others give it to St. Mark, and ikm man to 8t*Maftdie«^ who 
begtni his gospel wlfli Christ's favinkn genaniim. ^ 

In the gospe], 7^ tmly begetNtk Bon, wko >lf the htmm 
of the Father, hath declared him,^^^ and hath delivered to us 
the most sublime trutlis. Wherefore St. Austin writes,^^*^ 

Let us hear the gospel as if welisteoad to Christ present.*' 
The primitive Christians always stood np wh^ thagr vaad it^ 
or heard it re/A^^ 8t Jeran saji9 Whila tifaa gospel il 

read. In all the ehifipches of the BimI^ osndles are .lighted« 

though the sun shine, in token of joy. St. Thomas 
Aquinas always read the gospel on his knees. In this divine 
book not only the divine instmotions of our Blessed 
deem^r are delivered to us, bat moreovwa copy of his sacred 
hfe on earth is pamted bef«monr<gpo«» As.St.Ba6a says:<'^ 

Every action and every word of oar Saiionr Jesus Clirirt 

is a rule of plenty. He took upon him human nature that 

W jL. 10. jc. a.— L. 1. c 19.— ^'^i Carol. S&^C") fisech. i. 10.— Ajhms. 
C«» Ma.i 18^i«)TrMt. Sa ta Sm^^ Court. Afiatt. 1^ %w^-^Ati* 
V%lbau^incoailit.MMipt,e.&: ... ... ^ti-.. . 



Digitized by Google 



^h'e might draw 'as on a tablet, and set before us a perfect 
model for us to imitate.'^ Let us study this rule, and be§» 
Ihe patronage of thkapoitle, that the spirit of Christ, at 
flitt of hU Imitiillly, compiiiiotioiiy telf-deiiialt cbaiityt mil: 
j^effecC disengagemeiit iMi th« things of tUt winJd, maj h^-, 
iliipriiilied'iii ottt liBif , 

i _ : ST.MAURA/V.. 

^ She wo^'lQobty born at Troyes in Champagne in tfaonnilli 
oeiitiir|r» and in Iwr Ttratk obtained of God by he^ prayen 
the wond^rAilepiiTmion of- bee father^ wbo had tUl than 
H^'A worfdfy lift. Afterhis happy death, Maura oontinued 

to live in the most dutiful siibjectTon and obedience to her 
mother, Sedulia, aud by tlie lervuui' of lier example was the 
sanctificatidn f>f her brother Eutropius aud of the whole 
family. The greatest part of the iieveoued of their large 
estate was converted into the patrimony of the poor. The 
^rgiii*»#tiB(iife tteie-wag ee mwMn ited to the eaaroiwBa of prayer, 
id oflEMkHf obedknce or charity, la attendini^ on her mother ' 
and seMbg the^pooi*, or to ber*worfc, whidi was devoted to 
the service either of the pooi- or of the church : for it was 
her deligbt in a spirit of religion to make sacred vestments, 
trim the lamps, and prepare wax and other things for tbe 
dltar. As order in what we do leadi a aonl to -God, accords 
ing to the remark of St. Anttin, (Am 'ym tegaHtst in tha dla«* 
tribatlon of her time, and In idl faier actMMMu She opamt 
ahnosf the^hole mofttinf in tiMehnnihy adoring Qod, praj- 
ihg to her divine Redeemer, and meditating on the drcum-* 
etwees of his sacred life and passion. Every Wednesday 
and Friday she fasted, allowing herself no other sustenaocQ 
tiian bread and water, and she walked barefoatito the mo- 
nastaiy of Mantenay, two leagues fma the town, where she 

{rayed along time hi tha Amh, and with tha inott perfeot 
nmllity and compnnetion laid open die saorata of Jher soal 
Hofhe holy abbot of that place, her spiritnal director, without 
whose advice she did nothing. The profound respect with 
which she was penetrated for the word of God, and whatever 

x^gardad tha haoofls td his adoraUa namej is not to be 



mif f m f J . fib woadttfiil mm \m -gift «( lum, tb«4 uibi 
i#em«d vereriofiiU ufm htt kftcai ki pray bot tbqf itvowMd 
ftoiD lier ^et hi torrente. 6q4 pttrlbfincd manjr miraclci 

in her favour; but it wns lier care to conceal his gifts, be* 
cause she dreailed the jiDi.Non of human applau&c. In her 

last.ikkiieM she iwoeired the extremfe^tiMtian ami wiaticiiw . 
with extrtordinary markt of divine jograiid love, and redtiog 
crften the I^ird'sFnTtr, expired at time wof^ 2% jliny rfw a 
00ifi«y on the twenty-fuvt of September, Wd, being tireuty* 

three years old. Her relicks and name are honoured ia 
several churches in that part of France, and she is men- 
tioned in the Gallican Martyrologjr. See Jber life written hjf 
St. Bnidentnii of Troyes^ who was aequainted with her* 
Also Gtoiqel and Mesangoi^ Vies dee Semta. 



8T. LO, m LATIN LAUDUS, BISHOP. 
<»F oDmANOBft m MsiiAinnr# 

. He war dateopded ten a noble fanUy a thuiaaae dlitceen 
of which he became afleriwd bMiop^ and wai eoqpecmted 
b^ Bt. OiMMl or Goda#d, erehbUbop of BMeo and metro* 

politan of Neustria, about the year 528. A little after his 
consecration, be applied to St. Melanius of Renues fur in- 
atructions to advance the glory of God. He was present at 
Ae second^ thhll; and fifth CDimcnli of Orleans, and by proigr 
at the foardi ooucU. of the aame ci|jr« It waa he who per- 
furmed the f meral oeremony 4tf Str Pateniua or Mr^ hwhop ' 
of Avranches. It is said, that succeeding to the family estate^ 
he enriched his diocess ami endowed it with the lan^ds of 
Briovere (now St* Lo, ) Courcij Trielli, &c. It is also asserted 
that the castle of Bna?ere was his family seat, and that for 
thii reaaonitt the fiftli eeimaU. of Qrleana he iB^gpoyi hkiiaelf 
AollA>of Cmrtniecn^biU]jeo£Biiiiiwe«(^ T^holyhklibp 
goyemed Mi-dieoeas wiUi equ^I eeel Md ?irtne till the year 
568, when he went to receive the reward of his labours in 
heaven, Bomachaire, one ot priests, succeeded him* - He 



f*^ Briovere is a Celtic word, and sig* 
ntfies a britlge on the river Vire. The 
•Mtle Briovere b«k>ii£eti to the liitbop* 



ric of Coutances till \'u(jy when it was 
exclmiiged for that of Moutier»» fay Aff^ 
tfaiirdftCoii& , . . ' . . 1 
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Sqa.22.'i « MAURICE^ &c. MM. 377 

wwMEngliriMiftiiM'ii, aii4ibr piety aritflMitiiii^etteemed 

one of i^t imt neil of his age. The incn rsions of the Nor« 
mans caused the relicks of St. Lo to be translated to Thouars 
in Poitoa, in the ninth century. His feast, which is cele- 
.braUid this day at Coutances, is the first clan, with an 
Mlms U is inserted in tiie Romm M atiyt vk ofgf on ^o 
Yw€iitj^ii60Mid*of Scptcnb^* There Is a tCfwti in Mcmnanicl]^ 
whieh hem the salnfs mme^ end e pirochial church at 
Ilouen dedicnted under his invocation. See the acts of the 
saint; TAbreg^ de la Vie des Eveques de Coutances by 
Bottault, Coutances, 1742, in iiioo* Tng/m, Hist, Eocles. 4» 

4 » » 

I • ■■ . 



SS. MAURICE AND HIS COMPANIONS, 

MARTYBS. 

Fhim the authentic account of their martyrdom, compiled a hundrf d and fifty years 
after it happened, by St. Eucheri»&k bishop of Lyons, who quotes their acts, aod 
the relation of Isaac, the holy bisliop of Geneva. This last-roentioned prelate re- 
ceived the particulars of this history of tlese nartyrs from Theodore, bishop of ^ 
Octodurum (in whose diooess they bad suffered) who assisted at the council of 
.'Aquilek in 381, and must have seen persons who bad been eye-witnesses, or at 
least lived upon the spot when the inhuman butehery was ciHnroiited. The gra- 
vity and ganctity of St, Eucherius are set off by the modest simplicity of bis i^yla 
io thia piece, vUcli it aekoowledgad » tiiiaem wmA incoatestaUe biitoiy bj 
Kainaii (A«U tioMra, p. 390) Ttllamoatt Battkc. and all aatiiblle critiet. Tbb 
teawt li pasfeeUy c<wi» f aW a to the Aetiof thesf n e rt yii wMefa mm mm mom 
te tbit vmUrf Ui tlia fifth, nay, says le tiM Ibortk twtury, as appeatt 

ftum atmia cii—wfaiMM wlaKd fmm ttem by tba antb^r of tlw lilaofiBabie 
RoauHMMy wta wmte bafai* tba dM* of tha fifth aottuiy. llit mmm h 
finned btm the title of a sennoii of Sf.Alqmai Avitoa, wpote abtmt the year 
490» pKMemd WBwag bis noiba; though the tfennon itielf be but. (Op. SiroM^idl^ 
1. 1.) The traCh ef tUa fcMofy.le wertbdeie attebed toM praMiat 
hlrtoibuu. The mlaMer Dnbocdler railed the eoMteilt, end wu Iblkered bf 
iiottiafart If^leeMrccd oMit cniditMia aad eiMMif bi the fw enitiofei^t 
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. ; Wl IlB.^ai|nt Bm^ (Pne^ ip LmUfiW ^#9ft. Pencq. &c.) retailed m 
■IjiaHili wHIi gTHittr o^depce tba» streni^th. jjie le%qy|( XteliMkM 4^ 

InM agalQSt btm tbe sntbeiiticity of thme Acts, and the cQctroversy bee«|» 
iram tMst#eea these emineiit uta^Qists, when their oppmite political priodplvs 
' coMniinf passive obedience were made to interfere. Dr. Hickes demoDs'tratci 
no stress can be laad on tbe silence of Buiebius vrho lived in the^ East, or of uHn>l» 
tndb timfe tboogh Maiti*iiaii<t^6nt ibvotued the ChrntiMis, yet in eertata eireunk 
HiBtes, eqiecially in ^be aW)y« k0 Mmy tp death for the faith. Cnn^i^iii 
WfunA tbe Cbrfstiaos ; but was only made Caesar in 2d3, wh«re«i thia cMBisacra 
most probably happened aoon after Mazimian was associated to the empire in 
Neither is it certain that tbe territory where it ws^ committed wasTii Constan* 
tii»*s dominions : and, were it so, bis power as Csesar could not tie op that of the 
emperor, especially over his own aoldiers, wherever he marebed with them. 
Mosheim, who allows thc^e arguments of Moyle to lose their we^t iWheii tb^ 
are put in that balance ag^ainst the mithority with wh?ch this history is aup- 
ported; yet form!? an ohjcction from certain Greek Acts wbic^i place fhe maiw 
tyrdom of St, Mauricms { after siifferinj; many (.ormcnts for the space of 
days) with his companiona, under Mnximian, at Apamea in Syria. fSee Mosheim, 
Comm. tic Relni^ Kccl. ante Constantinam M. Helmstadiii. 1763. p. 5B8j He 
coiifounJs St. M iurice of ^aunum with aiiotlier St. Mauritius, M. who is men- 
tioned by Tticodoret. (Serm. B.decurand. Gmcor. Affect.) ; bni his modern Greeic 
Acts can claim uo authority. Before Dr. flickes eutered the lists with Burnet, 
bishop Stilliiigfleot had confutes! (he exceptions of Moyle to this history, which 
Dr. Burnet then bc^aii to urge iti eunvet^atiou. (Origin. Britann p. 71.) To the 
authorities produced by Stiiiiugflft't in favour of these martyrs aud thpir .^cts, 
we seem authorized to add the testimony of Prudentias Psychnro. \. .','7. whose 
silencesomf have falsely pleaded against these Acts. See F. Jod. Lisle, Ben. uf the 
congT. of St, V^1[lnef^> Defence de la verity du Martvre de la Legion Thelj^eune ■ 
1737, la octavo. Also Baldesaao, ilistiria di 5. Mauriiiu; F.John Old, tbe 
BoUandist, t. f . Sept. p. 308 to 403, and App. ib. 895 to 990. N. B. The acts in 
Surius are interpolated : for menffon is made in them of kin* STjismtmd, and of 
the Rule of Ai^aunura whicli was instituted in 515, whereas St Eucherius of 
Lyons subscribed the first council of Orange in 441. But F. Chifllet discovered 
aa exact copy which he pubiiihed, aud v^hich Ruiuart proves to he the genuine 
work of St. £ueberitts« It is from these acts we ore to arg:tie .^2:aiiist Dubortiier, &e, 

' Tbe martyrdom of SS. Maurice and his companions is nientioued in the life of 
St. Severin of Agaunum, written soon after the year 500 ; in the two works, still 
IBore MU l w t, dready quoted ; intbeMartyrofo^iesofSt Jerura, Florentinius, &.c. 
im thft MMfl el A^aunuiB» mu 915, In St* OKgory df Tours, De glor. mart. 1. 1. 
«b 71} in PoHnnttus, I. 2. caral« IS. From all these authorities it is evideoty 

i ^kUt dor holy martyis «fM Mi in great veneration in tbe sixth age. 

A. D« 286. ^ 

Tmt enperor Caro*, who )iad impiou^iy assumed die Me 

of a god, Ireing killed by lightninfr, and h]^ son Nnmerianijs 
Augustus being cut off by the treachery ot his wide A|)eo 
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X^ooksiaB, a man oi Imr birtby wds saluted • m feror liy ihm 
mraxf winch be tli« mwkiaiNMia tibe BmH, on the tmn- 
teenfh ol September 9841 H0 defbated and ilHr Carimu, 

the second debauched 90a of Oarus, the year following^ in 
JMaesia. and after this victory took the hauditv name of 
Jovius from Jupiter, and rreatjug jVIaximian Caesar, allotted 
to him the care and defence oi the West. The Bagaudie, e 
people consUtnig eUefljr oipeMiati in Gevd, who' hod beeft 
.atleehe4 hi Hie bitemst of Cerinnsy took avms to vevenge 
ble dei^i) undiv two eimnnaiideni AniaTidiitf and ..^SKan* 
Dioclesian oi'dered Maxiniiaii to march against them, and on 
*tliat occasion declared him Augustus and partner in the 
empire 1 and thi$ new emperor assumed the surname of 
Heradens, from the god HeraiUss. In tins ^tpedition the 
most jndidoM bUtorittis place the in afty W him of the Thm* 
been legieo* It seehia to baTe reoelved its natme frombemg 
raised in Thebais or Upper Ee^ypt, a country full of zealous. 
Christians. This legion was entirely composed of sucli ; and 
St. Maurice, who seems to hare been the tirst commanding 
officer that was then with it^ might make it a point to admk 
wotbenemongtbeni. ' v . 

Biedflibm, in Hie- beigpaonng of bis reign, was no enenjr 
to the Christian religion, and employed many who openly 
professed it, near his ov^n person, and in posts of trust and 
importance, as Eusebius assures us. Yet even private gover- 
nbrs, and the giddy popokee were at liberty to indulge the 
Ubulestpesilhm end jbiy aguiist the servants of Christ; and 
MaacfankOy ob oniofo exUMidnwry occasions, stained his 
progresses with the blood of many martyre. The Thebeati 
legion was one of those which were sent by l^ioclesian otlt 
of the East to compose his army for his expedition into Graill. 
Maximian in crossing the Alps made a halt with his army 
some dfliys, that the toUllers ni^t repose tbeiaselves in their 
le^Bona mterA, wbHo some dsftaefamoAts filed off towards 
Triers. They were then arrired at Oetodnram, at that thn* 
a considerable city oii the Rhone, above the lake of Greneva 
now a village called MarUgnac or Martigniin the Valais. Its 
^iscopal see seems to have been transferred to Sion in tlie 
sixth century. Hnt Maximen issued out ea ordsf thet the 
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<»0 S$. MAURICE^ ib^ IIM. 

whole army should joiti in oftering sacrifice to the gods tor 
tl\e success of their expedition. The Theheaii legion here- 
upon withdrew itself, and eacamped near Agauosm, tiovT 
OBiled 9t.MemTv?e, three kagiM Mnf Ootbdnratn. Th^ 
emperor tent tlitm rtpetled vnlenr td iletimi to 1lie«4»mp, 
««iid join m* tbe tscr^eeei'ttnd,' 'upon HM^'coMteet'eiHl 
f«iiafiliiHiii0 relbsal, he eoniitandM*tfi<hn' tortedetiimiMh 
Thus every tenth man was put to death, according as the lot 
fell ; the rest exhorting one another all the wliile to perse- 
verance. After the first decimation, a second wa« com- 
manded, unless the soldiers obe,yedthe orders given 4 but 
.they cried ont deer flieir iHuile'eempy duit they^ouM rather 
wifior eli octeesiittM iSbuk ^ ei^liiiBgeoBlfery thrtr iMljr 
'Tdigion. Tkefyme piincipally 

•4h^l* general uflkefs^ IfjanHce orBCiiiridmSy'SiiipeKin and 

Candidus. St. Eucherius does not btylc St. Mamricius the 
trihune, but Primicerius, which was the di«rriity ttf < ^he first 
wcaptain, next to that of the tribune or colonel. He calls 
-jExuperiua Compidiiotor or' JME^or, aBd Cenildn^ theiacUator 
rofttiie treopa, 

' The empeior aeiit fresh tiiretla that 9b me:hi vaiii'they 
onaded » theb multUhde; aad^ thht If lA^ pMbtcKTin 
'iSbmt di te h ed i ence, not a man among l9iem Htdnld eseape 

death. The legion, by the advice of their generous leaders, 
jinswered him by a dutiful remonstrance, the substance of 
which was as follows : " We are your soldiers, bnt' are ser* 
if ^ Taots of the true jGod^ We' -owe ymi milttaiy sertice aikl 
i**'dMknce ; but we twnnot reaeaiiee; Him^ whio* jA ottr 
Creator .and Maitar, e^dabdiiMAm; twh ^ rt w l afeyetty^ct 
him. In ilU (hingt whielieito'ikit i^gaiiiflt Ida kw,, we moit 
M willingly obey y ou , as we have done hitiietto. We. readily 
•f* oppose all your enemies, whoever they are j but we cannot 
** dip our hands in the blood of innocent persons. We have 
taken an oath to God before we took one tu you : you caa 
f\ place no conhd^ooe in our second oath, should we violii^ 
tf^ the. fifcit. Ifoii' /command us to punish the •Chri$t^s | 
behoU'we arfe all autfb. We eoofeta God the; f^thert 
«f ' Bvtfilr of eU 'things ; and hieSoa Jei;uB Cluast. 'We hnyf 
^^«een<ojur i^omffapipps yl^in w^putlan^^i^ themj aiiji 
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. f ' we rejoleo *t tlieir honour. Neither Ma MtMftnity 1Sr» 

*f which we are reduced, Bor any provocation hath tempted 
. us to reroh. We have arms in our hands, but we do not 
*^ reskt, because we had i^ber die iunoceat than live bjr any 

„Tiut kjgKm 'eoiiMsted of about «x thousand six hundred 
-men, who .were all well armed, and laight baiBe sold thefer 
.Imavery deer* > Bat they bed iaanicd to give to God what 
is God's, and to Ctesar what is Cieear^a, and tlutf shewed 

their courage more in dying than they had over (hme in the 
most hazardous enterprises. M;^xiraian having no hopes of 
overcaming their constancy, commanded his whole army to 
surround them, and cut them to pieces. They made no 
rtsistance, but^ dropninc their amuL safieeed themselves to 
be butchered like, innocent sheep witboot opening tbeir 
moutbs, except mutually to encourage one anodber s and iM^t 
<ine ont of so great a nember foiled in courage to the lasf . 
The ground was covered with their dead bodies, and stream* 
of hlood flowed on every i?ide, Maxiin ian jjave the spoils of the 
slain to his army for their booty, and the soldiers were 
making merry over them» when Victor, a Tetera n s o I r! i er , who 
belonged not to that troop happened to pass by. Thej invited 
liim to eat with them, biiithe» detesting thelr feasty'OfibredW 
retire. At this the soldiers enqidred.if he was al^ a Christiam , 
jHe answered that he was, and would always continue one : 
tipon which they uistantly fell upon him, and slew him. 
Ursus and Victor, two stragginig soldiers of thi> legion, were 
faund at Solodora, now Soleure, and massacred uj^tv the 
spot. Their relicks are still preserved at Soleure. Theipe 
auflferedat Terinaboat the same time SS. Ooteviiis^ Advent 
tltius, andSolntor, who are celebrated by St. Maximnsfo his 
.sermons, and by Ennodtus of Pavia, in his poems. . Theaa 
martyrs were styled by Fortunatus, •'The happy legion." 
Their festival Is Tnent'i(»ned on tliis day in the Martyrologies 
of St. Jerom, Bede, and others. St. Euclierius, speaking of 
their relicks preserv.edat A|(aiiiiuai ui his time, says : ^^Many 
eoeote from divers -provinces devoutly to. honour these' 
saints, and oi^ presents ci gold, silver, end pther thin|^ 
ff i Inimbly present thiamovument of my pen, beggu]^:>n** 
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tereesiiioa for the pardon of my sins, and tlie perpetual 
protection of my patrons ."'-^^ He mentions many miracles^ 
to have been performed at their relidoB ^ and says of a certain 
woman wbo luid b^n cured of a palsy by them, ^* Vkm dte 
carries hee own mmck about her/'(^> Tlie foundalioii'^ 
ihtt nMmaatefy at St MaiiiMa at Agumm-iU genemlly as- 
cribed to king Si^Amund in 515 ^ batlMabillonC') demon* 
5t rates it to hare been more early^ and tliatSigi^ituumi ouly 
repai]:isdaiul.eiiiaige4it»^^ > 



b Ite maf^ tp« kam ftftye chasacte itf ivm 
•vUdi fMaa naftywor liom a i!a^ Bealvaknr 



... 0) J».27j5,— C2} p. ^78.— Aonal. BeiMd. 1. 1. p, ot>e. 



(i'' This monastery is still enriehed with 
relidcB of theboly-niartyrs, ootwitfistaud- 
inp the several distributions made of them. 
Jn the cathedral of biou a inag;niiiceot 
diapd is dedicated in bonour of St. Mair- 
flit§ i§ tiM ^prsM^tl fflliBa 9f . tiM 
Val^s. 

In 1485 were fouTifl two hundred bo- 
dies of tbe Qovaptmom of St. Maurice at 
the iriliage of Schoz about two leagues 
9nmljalomm,mlmt$ a ehaptl ttood Toqi^ 
MtaVr tooua ftr prlfami «l iikIuI- 

finoes. (IVfurer, Helvet. saor. p. m.) F. 
bardon gives a history of the miracles 
Wrought there. St. Alaurice and his com- 
■Mfaaa aMrkoaMiiil Ib ttaav dMneliii 

uf France^ Germany, Italy, Spain, and 
Porta^!; and St. Maurice is principal 
imtron of the rnyal house of Savoy. 

Amadeus Vlli. dulie uf Savoy, haviog 
Hi I4S4 wrfglnd tb« lOfMiignty, retM 
loRilHiBtynear lltt,i4ES«( Cieneva, to 
lead an eremitical life ; and was followed 
bvsix gentlemen, all widowers, and above 
the age ot sixty. Here he laid the foun- 
<Maa «f tfw niUttqr <M«r <rf Ma 
Manriflf s of ^hlch the king of Sardiiuaii 
granrl master. The knlo;hts can marry 
but oncej unless dispensed with. The 
Order> ia its jpresent i>tate, was instituted 
hf BnnwMM fMUbert, duka af davoy, 
and oonflnacrf by pope Gregory XIII. in 
1572, See Au^ustinui Palricius, Hist. 
Cone. Basil, ap. Labbc, Concil.t. 13. col. 
I4@d. JMii«G(^iiBusj seu Pontius ^neas 



Syhiof , post Piut II. fqui sub anuuKien||s 
sui nomioe latere voluh;) Comment. vSte 

suiE, Petrus Monodus, in Amwdspo pa- 
cifico (quem libruin latiue edidit im%ip 
sec xvii.) p. 53. * * 

passed from tbe kings of Burgundy to the 
house of Savoy in the eleventh centun,'; 
but was taicen from- Cfaaries, father of 
Emmanuel Philfbe^ by Francis I. of 
Franea, assisted by ' the Swiss and ' 
nevans. % oae of tbe artfcW af Uta 
treaty of peace, tbe duke rtf Savoy con- • 
sented to give it up to the canton of Va- 
lais, on condition ttrat the relicks of the 
aaartya aCth^Tb^bean legion sImmiM be 
removed to Turin. .Tbe bis!u)p of Siei^ 
prntRptor and c:<^vemor of V;ilai.c, sent 
notice to tbe inhabitants uf St. Maurice 
to agree to the treaty, which bad been 
ntlfled bf the aatli aP fba eonfeodilv 
powers ; and fhabWiop of Aoete pnanaaS 
himself in the name of tbe duke of Savoy 
to demand the reiick?;. This demand t We w 
the whole city iuto the utmost confusion | 
tbe people in anlMUifa aAbved to give up 
tbeir trodi^ and money ; they endeavomd 
to en j^.t^p heaven itself in their interest, 
by agf'ueral f \st and pubUc prayers, and 
evea bound themselves by oatb at tht 
foot ef the altar, lather tetaeriSaa their 
llves^ than ipmt with the pfaetaaa trea- 
sure. T!ie bisliop threatened them witli 
the severest diastisement, but iu vain. 
Ha Uiaa pvoposed to. take half of tbe re> 
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dififers infinitely from that fury, rashness, and inconsiderate 
contempt of dangers, which the hosest passions often inspire. 
^ . is founded in motives of duty and virtue : it doth brave aud^ 
great ti^i|\g9^ and it bearetb ipjuries und torments ; nor KUb 
for l^^:ar reward, the deslrt of lionour, or l^e £e«r of p«- 
fy^^lfflf^jtl .bt|t om of a cmi f^ f i mum ^ dnty^ md. to p t n a r n o 
Tirtiio ,eptir^ 8q iiifiinld|y, vqre prMiow i» Aa loaat part 
of integritjrihan all the pp88(M§toiis thia world, and so mudi 
does it overbalance all torments, that rather than to suffer it 
to be lost or impaired in the least point, the good man is 
ready to venture upon all perils, and behaves amidst them 
without terror. This foundation of gireat and harucal per- 
foriaaaees» this jiut and rational^ this oonnderatia and aadate, 
atpa coiiataQt^perpetiialy andaai&raocHamiplofdra 
aiid of death in all itashapes, it oidy derifed from the CSizia- 
tian principle. The characters of true virtue go along with 
it^ especially patience, humility, and gentleness. The Chris- 
tian hero obeys the precepts of loving his enemies, doing 
food to those that persecute hiqa, bf»iiog wrong, and being 
read J to give his coatj without. |ri^iajui|^ to idaa that woidd 
tftk^ away hit idoak* 



6T.EMMERAN, BISHOP OF POITIERS, M. 

PAXaON ev RATfSBOM. 



This holy pastor was a native of Poitiers, of an illastrioQs 
jamily, and iu hf^ youth «iad^ a geoesouji aaflrifinq jof the 



Matt which they at length consented to. 
Tfcfi ceremony of the trnii-^l ition to Turin 
VM most soleiDii. The bUhups of Ao-ite, 
^ ¥«ercetl, and of Yvrde, tha clergy, the 
governors of the towns, with the soldiers, 
a'hd a nomber of rojisitMaii" attended the 
procession, which was met within a mile 
of Turin by all the Orders of that city. 
flBTCllekt wm «#64vmi/tljlmaft^ 
dral, and put into two silrershrines on the 
sixteenth of January 1 5R ] . Duke Char les 
Emmanuel, by an edictot the twentv- third 
if August 1903, iHwMNtfwInKMRMi^nNi 
iwtttR he had obhdiied firom heaven 
through the intercession of St. Maurice, 
•rderad hit fcMt to be ke^ oa the tweaty- 



». • . . 

second of September, forbidding^ any ser- 
vile work on that day under the severest 
penalties. The same was done by Vin- 
cent, duloBofMantiui. F.0oniardinRa%> 

fiis:noli, the learned Jesuit, under the 
n ttne of William Baldesano eanon of Tu- 
rin, published in Italian at the end of the 
sixteenth century, a histoid of St. Mau- 

riee. whicb ^^m^mm y im minio af 

in the beginnin;^ of the fonowing; century. 
It gives a detail uf the translations we 
have mentioned, and of the m iry let 
wij6dglif tbpougfa tSi MtfrtftflMM^^Hm^ 
saint . Tfaif is the work wliich tbe fiol> 
landSats lia^ frilowed. 



i^ui^uo i_y 
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greatest temporal advantages this world could afford, to con- 
secrate himseit to God in the ministry of the altar. Beiog 
' afterwaifd, f6r his great learaiiig ilHd saitdSiff chosen hisfaop 
of Poitiers^ in the seventh centnty; lie preaehed the pare 
maxioa* die gospel, with fndefiifi^liie ied', Witfievt re* 

spect of persons, in all the towns and villages of his dioccss, 
instructed all persons publicly and privately, provided relief 
for the corporal necessities of the poor, and seeking out the 
most-faaiyd^ied smner^ in their houses, he, with wondevfbl 
eweeioM^ aJid'teiid^eloqtteDce, drew them out of their db* 
OKlers, and led' iifaein by -the voles of rincere and perfect 
penance into the paths of everlasting salvation. 
. After ha^ big laboured thus several years in the sanct'iHca- 
tion of souls in his own country, he was so touched with com- 
pwion 6or the unhappy state oi so many thousands of blind 
infidels Md idlilaters in German that he resigned his epis* 
onpaV charge,^ and went to 'preaeh the gosj^el m Bavaria. 
Theodon^'Who cominanded in that country with the title dp 
duke, under kiut: Siirebcrt 111. detained him a lonsr time at 
Ratisbon, and being desirous to i\x him there, otlered him 
large revenues and lands. The saint modestly refused to ac- 
cept of them^ saying it was his only desire to preach Christ 
crncifidL/Hia whnfecondnet nuniip a riy made it appear that 
lie sought nothing hnt the salvatioB of souls, and he con- 
verted a great multitude of idolaters. After having preached 
tliere three years, and gained to (Tod an incredible number 
of inhdels and sinners, he undertook a pilgrimage to Rome 
to venerate the relicks of the apostles and martyrs^ and to 
oonsolt the chief pastor npdn certain difficulties. A troop of 
assassins, stirred up by the damouiB and slandeivof a wicked 
woman, pursued the holy man, and having: overtaken him 
when he was advai^ced three days on his journey^ they mas* 



<*) Though the autlion of liIs life make 
tiim biibop of Puitierr., in wltich they are 
followed by Baillet, aud the wriurs of tbe 
(lilL Cbrht Vttus ; yet bi» fitoie > iio^ 
ImimI in the catalogue of the bishops of 
tbat see. From this circumstance Le 
Cointe, Bff an. 649; P^^g'j Cnt. Ai;naL 
Baron, tfji an* Los£;ucvai,,Hi&t de 



rE;rl?se Gal, infer thf^t he never was bishof 
ot Poitiers. Wandelt ert thinks he was a 
bishop iu Bt'itany. it we suppose him 
bave bMi^ a ao4Htbii|i«Ueh mm mml m 
that time, we caa «wily account for tht 
nmi<!sion of DaOM fal tht WtdOfQIli 
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mtued lilm^m tiie-iMHiiiiiMraMB iilaniMb*^ hf cotliiig oft fait 
fiqgprs, thai tiii lwii4s» 'msi' noee^' legs, nAd-arm*. *9iqr 
left him a mainiai Irank, vrdttlTiiig in hii blood. Mid In ^at 

condidon be died with incredible tranquillity of soul and pa- 
tience in 653. St. Emmeran is honoured as patron of tli9 
city of Eatisbon, and of the great monastery which there 
heflow hm mme. See bis life wrote by Aribo^ bishop of 
SrifiiQgeii ia the following centniy t hlso Iladerov in Batoria 

Sumtip t Coiolfb adui, 6»f. Stoynkaarj p. 

».»••• 
. « - * • ••..»•.■•: ♦ • 

A ..i.y ' " ■ "kill I i EasaaaaBssasaaaaaasasaaagHft 

8EPrS&fBBR XJUll* 
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ST. LINUS, POPE, M. 

i • • • - 

See Eiueb. 1. S. e. S. St, £pipban. Hmu 97,c,Cw - 

St. T^iNtJS was the imniefiiate successor of St. Peter in th« 
see of Kome^ as St* IreBO^us, Eiifiehtiis» St. f^^ipbanius. Saint 
Optatus, St. Atiituiv«lld others assure u?. TertuUian tifi^ 
that St. Clenwnit vjw appoiated by St. Petar t9 he hbsbo^ 
oessor $ but either he decdinedthat dignity till 0t, laaiis and 
St. CletuB had preceded him in it ; or he was at first only 
TicEir oi" St. Peter to govern under him the Gentile converts, 
whilst tliat apostle presided over the whole church, yet so as 
to be chiefly taken up in instructing the Jewish converts, and 
in preaching abvoad.^'^ SjL Laniis, aiu^eedifli^ Sit MIer aftei^. 
"hiBTDWciftdgm, gat twelve yeaxa,^ and is aemed among the 
TBosattyt^ in thecpiKM^ of tiie KouMa mass, whkfa m cmiaiBSf • 
older in this part fham the faeMnientaiy of Gelanns,' and of* 
the greatest authority iu tliis point, it is nut indeed impos- - 

0) Pnetcr« e. ^ Set llamnMnMly Pemon, Cave* ftcp-^) See Bertf Chroo. ; 
t. S. i>ntl Chronologia prtmorutn Pbntillcam ex pictuns ▼eterifiue Is balflicA S. VwA, ' 
seJeiite S. Leune v( I Symraaefaf^ ifttir Ow«att«Mlii iifcllUlli flT tWliaqM BktH • 

cbiuiUD editai Koomb 1717. 
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§i\)]e that he might be called a martyr on account of his suf- 
ferings for the faith, without dying by the sword. St, UoiiS 

fras han«ii the Vatican, lull near the tomb of Feler. ' 

* ' - ■ 

. Thb saint diitingwlth^dl hupadf —MWig the illustilw dis-* 
dpl^ of th««94Ml]«ti who -mro fanmsi wfm4Mt model to 
pvrfcol wtttt^ loid MM with tb^ lM>!y spinit of tlie gospel. 
How little are we acquainted wiilithis spirit of ferronr, cha« 

rity, nieekness, patience, and sincere humility; without 
which it is in vain that we bear the honourable name of 
Ckristiaiis, wtfl are a repmdi and scandai to so sacred a 

« 

ST. THECLA, V. M. 

See Tlllemont, t 2. p. 60. who has gleaned the following circuaistanees of the lifb 
of this glorious saint from the writio^ of many primitive fathers, no genuine 
act? of this holy vir£;in heinjf extant. Tertullian and St. Jt rorn inform us, that 
St. John deposed a priest at Ephesus for having foff^cJ falac acU of SS. Paul and 
Hieela, and a book onder that title wit condemned by pope Gelasius. The lift . 
e£St.Tfa«cta, pobHshed by Basil of SelaMte id tlie fifth age, m compiled from these 
fillet aicti I eonseqneotly of wa mhuAtf. See SfflCtas BoUandist, t. 9. Sept 
^ M» Her.GiPHk mtm fuMiiM«t Aalwerp in ISM, u4 mm^kmA Mf Um* 
Mot at ViMmi* CMil*BtU.iaQMit«8.fi.S4S»«teinMtaflM 
«*byGrili»S!picil.Bitr. Ll.jkSS. 8«e Fabiiciai Bifal. Gi«e.t.9^]p. 14ff, 

Hie Vint Age* 

9i% TascLA, whose name liat always been most liiinoiis4ii 

the church, and who is styled by St. Isidore of Pelusium and 
sH the Greeks the proto martyr of her sex, was one of the 
hrightest ornaments of the apostolic age. She was a native 
cS Isanria or Ljcaonia, SC Methodius^ in his Banquet of 
yniB^um, msMf iii os that she was well msed in pro&ne pU* 
losqphy^ and in the Tarioos branches of politeliteratare, and 
he exceedingly commends her eloquence, and the ease^ 
strength; sweetness^ and modesty of her discourse. ' He saji' 
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llMit she reodhned ber imtru e li a iis in dhine tnd erangielical 

eminent for her Mil in 
mceed science. The same Mlier extols the vehettiS^e of 
her love for Christ, which slie exerted on many great occa- 
sions, especially in the coDflictj^ which she sustained ^^nth the 
zeal aud courage of a martyr, and with the strength of body 
equal to the vigour of her mind. St. Austin^ St. Bpiphanius,* 
St Ambrose, imd oti&er fathers mention, that St. BeioI by his 
pteacliing concerted her to fhefblth'at Iconiam, probably 
abmtt the year 49, and lliat iMPTifs ^Kseonrses, kindled in hef 
breast a vehement love of holy ^ irgiIlity, which state siic? 
eagerly emhraced, in an age whicli seemed very tender for 
SO great a resolution. Upon this holy change she broke off 
a treaty of marriage, which had been set on foot by her 
pamHs, with a' rich, oofmdy, and amiable yoang nobiemao;* 
of oneof tliebeatfSirfniliesinihe coiintiy. 
' St. Gregory ofNyss^ says,W that thisblessed'virgin imder- 
took the sacrifice of herself, by giving death to the flesh, 
practising on it great austerities, extinguishing in herself all 
earthly affections, and subdamg her passions by a life dead 
to the senses, so that nothing seemed to remain living in her 
bat reason and spirit : the whole world seemed dead to her 
an she was to the world. St. Chtysbstom, or an author of the 
tame age, whose bontfly is attribated to that father, lets ns 
know that her parents perceiving an alteration in Tier con- 
duct, without being acquainted with the motive upon which 
she acted, plied her with the strongest arguments, mixed 
with commands, threats, reprimands, and lender persuasives, 
to engage her to finish the afiair of her marriage to their 
aiutisfiM^ion. Hie young gentleman, her suitor, press^ her 
the most enduring jbtteries and carestes, her sermntr 
entreated her wHb tears, her Mends and neighbours ex- 
horted and conjured her, and the authority and tltfeats of 
the civil magistrate were employed to bring her to the desired 
compliance. Thecla, .^Jrt ngthened by tlie arm of the Al- 
mighty, was proof ngainst ail manner of assaults : and re- 
firding tbeit worldly pagan Mends as- her most dangeidua 

Hmk *14r1a Ctfik 
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enemies, when she saw herself something more at liberty 
from the f urjr of thek* persecutio]i> she took the first favour- 
able opportmuty of ya^pi*^ oat of their hands, and fled to , 
St^Paol to reoeiye from bim comfort andad¥ioe» She for- 
90ok fiiOier mid moifaer^ and a .hoiue almodii^ in gold aii4 
ricbet where the Hyed m stata and plenty : she left her com- 
panionh^ iViencLs, and country, desiring to possess only tlie 
treasure of the luve and grace of Godj and to iind Jesu^ 
Christ, who was all things to her. 

The youni^ aobleinan to whom &he was engaged, still felt 
liis heart warm wtth his passion for the saints and» instead o( 
•verooming il^ thought of nothing buthciir to gratify or 
lo be Taveoged of her, from whom be pretended be bad re- 
c^Ted a grievous affront. In these dispositions he closely 
pursued, and at length overtook her, and, as she still refused 
to marry him, he delivered her into the hands of the magis- 
trates, and urged such articles against her^ that she was con- 
denined to be torn In pieces by wild beasts. Nevertheleai* 
b«r fetolotion was invincible. She was exposed naked in the 
amphitheatre, Imt clothed with ber innocence ; and tins ig' 
ncmiiny enhanced ber glory and ber crown. . Her heart was 
\indaunted, her holy soul exulted and triumphed with joy in 
the midst of lions, pards, and tigers : ami bhe waited \\ ith a 
holy impatience the onset of those furious beasts, whose roar- 
ings filled even the spectators with terror. But the lions on 
a sudden foigetting their natural ferocity, and the .rage of 
their hunger^ walked gently vp to the holy virgin, and lay- 
ing themselves down at ber feet, licked them as if it had been, 
respectfiilly te kiss them : and, at length, notwithstanding aU 
the keepers could do to excite and provoke them, they, 
meekly retired like lambs, without hurting the servant of 
Christ. Thb wonderful circumstance is related aiid set 
^ with the 'genuine beauties of unaffected eloquence^ ligr.' 
St. Ambrose/'^ St. Chi7sosti»n» SUMetb9dins, St. Orsgoqr 
Naxianzen* and other £sithers. 

She was at another time, hy the divine interposition, 4^11- 
▼jsred froq[2 the powei of iire^ and preserved without hurt ia 

• 

U a. 4e Vjiijn. Ilk in iPk ««m cp. 8& 



the midst oi the flames^ as St. Gregory NaxinusEeH,^^^ Saint 
tditOmdioMi mi odMi t«ttUy ; who add that aha waf toioisad ' 
horn mmf bthar davgent to wliMi tiaa vaga af paKaecotort - 
cxposad Imbtl A my anciaiit Martyrology wblch liaan dia - 

Baaneof St. Jarotn, pubKiha^ hf Vlorantfhhis, tneiltions that 

Rome was the place where; God extinguished the flaroes t6 
preserve the life of this holy vircrin. She atteruled St. Paul , 
in several of his apostohcal journeys, studying to form her 
own life upon that exoellent model t£ Christian perfection^ 
Sha ia styled bf £k. Gmgjorf Nazianzen^ St. Chryumlam, 
8L AuBlin» aftd «^ers» a virgin and mariyr. {far solfaiitiga 
justly paroliaiad bar tbit lattar tffle, though Badd In bia > 
Martyrology, tells us, that she died in peace : w hlc h is 
pi o\ ed also from other authorities by: Pipebi okt; * and Tille- 
mont.^'^ The latter part of her iife she spent in devout retire- 
ment in Isauria, where glte died, and wat buried at Seleucia, 
tiia viatfiipalis of that coantry. Over her tomb in thiat city a 
aWB^tnoiis ebundi was* bnilt onder tha lint Cfaristiaa em-'' 
twrovsy wlddi bore ber name^ wasTwited byS8« Marana and 
Cyra, two female afiehoretr mentioned by Theodoret, and 
crowds of ims, and rendert tl famous by ni^ny niir.it les,' 
as we learn both iVoiu 1 heodoret, St. GreG"<^ry IVazianzen, 
fiasil of Seleucia and others. The great cathedral at Milan' 
is dediaatad to God in honour af Tbeda, and bas^baeni 
loiiig possessed of part of her pradoos renakks. 

If we desire to plaisse Christ, we must imitate the saints in 

their love of purity, and in stinct chastity according to the 
circumstances of our state. To obtain this ^rreat ^ irtue, we .[^ 
must earnestly beg it of God, praying him to inspire us with' . 
his holgr iaar, ta create in us an abhonranaa of aU sin and 
dai^sao«a aocanonsy to aleanse ourafleoda«if» and to tsadk 
na to aat the siiiatast gtetd vpon aD oar sansaa, especially ; 
upon ottr ajpaa^ ears, and tongoa. Seaawdiy, Wa must study 
sincere humility of heart, and live in an entire distrust of 
ourseh^s, and fear of dangers. To forget our weakness, or 
to presume upon our own resolution or strength is equally - 

Vol. IX. T 
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foolish, fafnl, and crimintd. Thirdly, We must shun all oc- 
casions which may incite and lire oar -pmmooB, c^peoiallf all 
ffmd finoodsbips or ialiniaraes between yovag pemm**' Svea 
. mcbjn aie b^n m tiie spirit, wAtmt the ittmoat pf«eati« 
tioiiib willdegentntalntoafsnidttflMiiiii* Fknirtbly^W^ 
mutt be always em ployed, always ea^er m some sei'letis exei^ 
cises which iimst never ieave us one moment idle. Devotions 
and labour or business must be alternately called in, so that 
the devil may always find our mind taken up. Fifthly^ We 
inust live in the habitual practice of fireqiieiitly defying our 
ioflttoatioos, aiid laor U^i ag tha aenBai* it wBfpam out upf^ 
iiftea fiiUHherfy In ihlBgi that aM not 

msterw, anderave gritifioatiooa that are il^wful, witb 

too great violence to be restrained by us. We shall not losar 
courage at the name of penance and mortiiication, as many 
are-ap( to do, if we look up at our eternal reward, and if we 
have before our eyes the austerities which the most tender 
, tir^ns joyfully embraced for the sake of lirtae. The habit 
of seil-dbmal fwoa tafoirad will naiflo na abo^ oar sonaea^ 
^nderus maalers of oondTos, make theramauung part of 
oi>r Ufa easy, and rastora na in ftonia*niaasnre to the happy 
state which our first parents enjoyed before tlieir sin. \\ e 
sbali be so much the more perfecliy conformed to tTie image 
of the Son of God, the more tlte old mam is cruailied, and tha 
body o( sin is dastroyod in us. 

ST. ADAMNANv ABBOT. 

He w.Ls the eighth in descent froiti the great Nial, king of 
Il^land, and from Gonal the ( ireat, ancestor of St. Columb- 
kille. His parents were eminent for their rank and virtue. 
He was horn in the year 626^ 'at Bathboth/^ iMMr joattad 
Bapfaoe^in the county of Donepd^ and e&ibiwsd m tooaasHo 
life witii gnat huoiiliiy and tewnr, in theasonaiiaijr wblob 
had baan fenadad Utam hf Idaleinsuian St. Golnmb. After- 
wardibllowlng the steps of his holy kiibman, be left Ireland, 
and leiii ed to the celebrated monastery of Hij, of which he 

^ IbU^ is sU Irish, sigoMti a toivn of nilitM? iadosore* and JBolA^ a httotii, or 
aottaee : so tkat Ratla-lNitli ii a iMni-SMMk upjof anttafM. 
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beeime iifth abbol. ht 701 he wbb employed by iMgi^A, 
king of belaady on an embassy to Alflnedldng of fheNortbem 
Bmmw^ to demtmd of the latter a reparation of the injuries 

cuoiinitted by his subjects on the province of Meath, and 
carrying off the etlects of tbe iu habitants before tlie troops of 
the Irish could arriire to chastise those iiHraders* Adamnan 
•ooeecded happily in this negotiatioii } he wat ftvoimbiy 
lecal w e d by the Sascon monarehy and obtrioed finll tafisfaothm 
fsr all €tk0 damages dene to bit eemnf rymen in ^ ibregolng 
year. While he continued hi England he laid aside the cus- 
tom of his predecessors, and conformed to the true time of 
ealebrating Easter. UfKin his return home^ says Bede,^^^ he 
nsed bit ntmott endaayourt to goide faoa menks d fisj» and 
all tboae who were anljeot to Ant monattery^ into dM itMd 
of tmdiy which be bimtelf walked fn,- bot was not aHe to 
prjevail. He tlieref'ore sailed into Ireland, his native country, 
and tliere prenched to the natives, andwitli modest exhorta- 
tions, explained to them the true time for observing Easter : 
by wlneb meant be brongbt almost the whole atland to a 
confermitf with the unfmrsal dkorch in that point of dia* 
cipline. Having MAidn^d in Irdand to celebrate that ^tftival 
according to the canons, he afterward returned to^Hij, and 
earnestly recununendetl to Lis own monks to conform in this 
particular to the catholic custom ; but did not compass his 
ends before his death , which happened in 705 . However be 
iefk among them a jiidaiaoaa treatiie« On the right time of 
keeping Easier, which disposed thorn soma lime after to fSmv 
pake their erroneous computation. 

St. Adamnan wrote the life of St. CaluinV)-kille ; he also 
wrote certain canons, and a curious description of the Holy 
Land, as that countiy stood in his time. This booklnniisbed 
Bade wiHi bit pviodfal atenionalsiy L De looit aanelb} and . 
is pttbHabed by Chntier, and by Mabittnti, 1 4. Aet Old. 
St. Benedicti, p. 456. He mentions the tombs of St. Simeon 
and of St. Joseph at Jerusalem, many relicks of the passion of 
Christ, the impression of the feet of ^our Saviour on mount 

OUvel^ oofarad wi^ a ahnrab ol n fainl i^pm 



I 



Digitized by 



Ml 8.0SBABI>, [Si^sM^ 

open on the fop, over the place of the impression of the foot- 
itepi 5 he also mentiaai i^nMboppera in the deserts of the 
Jordan, which the QOBlii|on peofdoeat, boiled wUhoUi 4yi4 
a portm of the Crois in the Botinwle dmnh ip r4iiiwtwiH^ 
kopie, which wm caipotedma goldmeltw aa the thm Ipct 
days of Holy Week, wheu the emperor, court, army, clergy^ 
and oilit rs %vent to that church at different hours, to kiss that 
sacred w ood.^*^ The festival uf St. Adaninan i» kept with great 
foieiPfBi^ io m^ny churches la Ii^eland, of which he is titulttr 
pMbPoOt whole diocess of Raphoe of which he waf 

ayaii?**' Theahhatialohurch of VafihioawiMdie^ 
"a ettheihil ^pon aflar, when 8L Jbrntn waa eooaeanitad the 
first bi^op : of whom 1^ James Ware could not find anf 
farther particulars. See Ware, p. 27O. Colgiuii in ]!4SS« ad 
2» ^pU Suj%keu, t. 6. Sept, p. 640» 



k. * * 

SEPTBMBEB XXIV. 

9 * 



ST. OBRARD, KSHOP OF CHONAD, M . 

♦ • 

Amm Ui ami Mi la fturifai^ BtaflslBS Mit^ VbtKn* 0m* e» !• 1« fi« Rtvy^ t« %9 
lfabUlo% Aec.Bni.MM»fipsr. ^ 

Sr^GnuMiy the apostle of a large Strict in Hungary, waa 
• -Veneliitty and bom ahonai the be|^naing ctf the daventh 
eaHtovy. Ha lanoaoMed eifi^<ihfteiga|riiicBl» of the waddf 
IhMkwg fiiinily eadreatatei to.rwinarrn te Mmaelf to liho 

Tice of Grod in a monastery. By taking tip the yoke of our 
Lord from youtli he found it light, and bore it with con- 
stmc^ and joy. Walkaag ahya^rs in the preacnee of God# and 
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hourishiog in his heart a spirit of tender devotion hy assi- 
duous holy meditation and prayer, he wa$ careful that hli 
- studies dbpnld nerer Tcxtinguish or Impair it, or bring any 
prejudice to the hliihillly and simplicity by which he studied 
daily to advance hi Christian perfectipil. After some years, 
with the leave of his superiors, he nnderftodk a pilgrimage to 
the holy sepulchre at Jerusalem. Passing throufrh Hungaiy, 
he hecaine known to the holy king St. Steplien, who was 
wonderfully taken with his sincere piety, and with great 
earnestness persuaded him that God had only inspired him 
with the design of that pilgrimege, that fae mi^t assist, by his 
lalMfurs, the Mmb of so many in tbet country, wh6 wer« 
perishing in their infidelity. (Jerard, however, would by no 
Ineans consent to stay at court, but built a little hermitage 
at Beel, where he passed seren years with one companion 
called Maur, in the constant practice of fasting and prayer. 
The king having settled the peace of his kingdom, drew 
Gerard out of his soHtude, and the sidnt preadhed ihe gospel 
with wonderful aniSeesAi Not long after, the good prinee 
nominated bim to the episcopal see of Chonad or Chtomid, 
II city eight leagoea from Temeswar. Gerard considered 
nothing in this dignity but labours, crosses, and the hope^ 
€>f martyrdom. The greatest pai t of tlie pe^ople were infidels , 
those w ho bore the no me of Christians in this diocess, were 
ignorant, brutish, and savage. Two thirds of the inhabitantf 
of the city of Clumad were idolaters; y^et the saiot^ in lest 
than a year, made tbem all Chhistitos. His laboon -wera 
orowoed with almost equsl suooess in all €he other parts of 
the diooess* The fiitigues Which he underwent -wew exces- 
sive, and the patience with which he bore all kinds of alFroats, 
was invincible. He commonly travelled on foot, but some- 
times in a waggon : he always read or meditated on the road. , 
He regulated every where all things that belonged to the . 
iMne service with the utmost care, and was solicitous ^bttt 
Ae* least exterior ceremonies should beperlbi'med with gmt 
exaecneas ano OBcenGy^ smciaoouiiipauiaiiwima aiuoeio apuit 
of religion. To this purpose he used to say, that men^ espe* 
<nally the grosser part (which is always the more numerous) 
Jove to b«helpe4 in tlMik dtvotion by the aid of tbeiar senses* 
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Tlie examp^ of our «amt had a more powerful inHuence 
over the minds of the people than the most moving di^ 
coa»g«B* He was humble^ modesty mortified in all his 8enM| 
and seemed to have perfectly subdued all bis passions* This 
victory he gained by a strict watchfulness over himself. Once 
findinsj a sudden motiua to an«;er risinst in his breast, he 
immccJialeJy imposed upon himself a severe penance, asked 
pardon of the person who had in|ared him, and heaped 
upon him great £iTOurs. After spending the day in his 
" apostolic kboursj he employed part of the night in devotion, 
and sometimes in cutting down wood and other such actions 
fV)i the service of the poor. All distressed persons he took 
under his particular care, and treated tlie ?.ick with iincom-» 
mon tenderness. He embraced lepers and persons atHicted 
with other loaths<»ne diseases with the greatest joy and affec- 
tion; ofben laid them in his own bed, and had their sores 
dressed in bis own chamber. Such was bis love of retire- 
ment, that be caused several smail herinitages or eel Is to be 
built near the towns in the diiFerent ]>arts of his diocess, and 
in these lie used to take up his lodgings wherever he came 
in his travels about his diocess, avoiding to lie ia cities, that 
under the pretence of reposing fainiself in these scditaiy huts, 
he might indulge the heavenly pleasures of prayer and holy 
contemplation ; wliich gave him fresh vigour in the discharge 
of his pastoral functions. He wore a rough bqir slur^ next 
his skin, and over it a coarse woollen coat. 

The holy king St, Stephen seconded the seal of the good 
bishop as long as be lived* But that prince's nephew and 
socoessor Peter, a debauched and cruel prince^ declared him* 
self tlie persecutor of our saint: but was expelled by his own 
siil»jeets in 1042, aJid Abas, a nobleman of a savage di.>posi- 
tion^ was. placed on the throne. This tyrant soon gave the 
people reason to repent of their choice, putting to death all 
tboae noblemen whom he suspected not to have been in his 
interest. St. Stephen had established a custom, that th^ 
crow 11 should be presented to the king by some bishop on all 
great festivals. Abas gave notice to St. Gerard to come to 
court to perform that .ceremony. The saint, regarding the 

Qclfttioa o£ Pet^ as irregi|lar, refused to pay flie ifsnrpep 
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ibat win^1lMMil» «iiJlf(n«t€ia^ tbat If he penU^ in lib - 

crime, God would soon put an end both to his life and reign. 
Other prelates, however, gave him the crown; but, two 
years after, the very persons who had placed him on th« 
Hirone jtnrned their arnw again st 1 ii m , treated bim as a rebel, 
^ and cut off bis head on a dcafibld. Peter wa$ recalled, tn|t 
4wo years after banished a second fiipf . ^ Hie crown was Igben , 
. oflRsred to Andrew, son of Ladislas, cousln-german to Sidnt 
Stephen, upon conditlou that he should restore idolatry, and 
extirpate the Christian religion. The ambitious prince made 
his army that proinise. Hereupon Gerard and three other . 
bishops set out f<^i* Alba Itegalk, iil prd^ tp ^^yevt the neif 
king from (bis sacrilegious engag^e^t, 

Whei> the four bishops were arrived at CKod near fte 
Danube, St. Gerard, after ( ( kbratiug mass, said tu liis com- 
panions : We shall all siifFer martyrdom to-day, except the 
" bishop of Benetha." They were advanced a little fs^rther, 
and going to cross the Danube, when they were set npon bj 
a part^ of soldiers/ under the command of dnice Yatha, the 
most obstinate patron of idolatry , and the implacable enemy 
of the memory of St. Stephen. They attacked St. Gerard 
first with a shower ot stones, and exasperated at his meek- 
^jesS and patience, overturned his chariot, and dragged him 
on ^be ground. Whilst in their hands the saint raised him*, 
self on bis knees, and prayed with the protomartyr Saii^t 
■ Stephen x Lord, lay not this to their charge; for they know . 

not what they do.'' He bad scarce spoke these words 
when he was run through the body with a lance, and expired • 
in a few minutes. Two of the other bishops named Bezterd • 
and Buld, shared the gloiy of martyrdom with him; but the 
new king coming up, rescued the fourth bishop out of the 
bands of the mnrderers* This prince afterward repressed 
idolatry) was successful in bis wars against the Germans thai 
invaded hib dominions, and reigned with glory. St. Gwrard's 
martyrdom happened on the twenty-fouj th of September, 
1046. His body was first interred in a church of our Lady 
near the place where he suffered^ but soon after removed to 
the ea^hedfal of Chonad. His wasdedai^a: oMrtyrtijf the 
pope, and hia mn«i» wfco takta npi<ind put ki a iMl' 
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dtttoiiiliM Mlgftof fllLidiilBft* At hagUi repnhH^ 

of Venice, by repeated importunate entreaties, obtained his 
wllcks of the kmg of Huncrary, and with great solemnity 
trnnslated them U> their metropolis, whore Ihojr Are rene* 
ygtod m thgdiynrfi of oor Lady <rf MmniMN \ 

Tba good pastor refuses oo lahour, and dedioes no danger 
for the good of soub. If the ioU where hia lot falls be bar* 
Tfa^ and he planta fnd wetera wMiout increase, he nefer 

loses paueaoe, but redoubles his earnestness in bis prayers 
and l.ibours. He ib equally secure of his own reward if he 
perseveres to tke end^ and can say to God, as St. Bernard 
remarks: Thou, O Lord, wilt iiot less reward my pains^ if 
I, shall be fpund fiiithful to the end*. Zeal and tender cbari^ 
g^ye falm ftesh Ti^oiir^ end draw 

for the souls which perish, and for (heir conlenipt of the 

' in£nite an<l gracious Lord of all tliiiig-. Yet his courage i^ 
never damped, nor does he ever repine or dj-cpiiet himself. 
He is not authorized to curse the fig-tree which produces no 
fruit, but oontkiues to dig about it, and to dung the earthy j 
waitii^ to the md^ repaying all- iiy ories with kiadness. aUd 
prayers, and never weary *with renewing his ehdmiyoors* 
Impatience and uneasriness in pastors never spring from zeal I 
or charity ; but from self-lov e, which seeks to please itself | 
in the success of what it undertakes. The more deceitful 
this evil principle is, and the lAore £ificult to be discovered^ 
the xo6re careful must it be watche4 agauist, AU sbamess^ 

, diflODura^ment, veiEiition, and disgust of mmd are infidlihle 
ugns that a mii^re of this evil debases our intention. The 
pasto]' must im Itate the treasures oi God's patience, goodness, 
andlong-suliering. He must never abandon any simier to *j 
wbQO^ God^ the offended party» still ofiers mercy. ' 

ST^ G£KM£;it OK GeR£MAK^ ABBOT. 

His parents, Rigobert and Aga, were of the prime nobiii^ | 
in tfie territory of Beauvid#. He wis bom at their castle m \ 
di^inUage WanOidm, ki the rvign of king Cloialip) wun 
lAiA a plBMis kdf mmei Dawiasia, aaid*widkt')r«i mhqmmh 
hirit a- monastery iu Uouour oi St^Peter, called the IsVub4^^ 
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an estate hetonglng to SU Ghenner'a abhef. Germar, hf tlm 

advice of St. Owen, made hia monastic profession in the 
monastery of Peiitai iii the territory of Rouen, Ue was soon 
aher chosen abbot, but finding tlie monies averse to ] egula- 
lity he left the abbacy, and led an aaachoretical life in a cave 
igmv the river S^uoie fire years and six mondiat Hia otily soa 
Aa^U^ert, dyiiig^waalrariedia£k.jPeleff^tii^^ Qer^ 
mar, with tba eitale whkii rtyttUA to lorn fyom Ms aan'a 
denlBt foondeA ^ teooaattiy of Ile^ or !Flaviaoam, now 
St. Germer*s, five leagues from Beau^ais toward Rouen, in 
which he assembled a community of fervent luonks, in 
Havinti; go; t rned tl.is hout»e tla'ee years and a half he hap- 
pily died on tlie twenty-fourth of September C58. His body 
was interred in the church of his abbey, which sogo aftcar 
tpcik Ms naiiia.. His j^^Ualu IIqc lear «if Nflvnn 
derm wero coimjred seoretljr to Beavvau^ where tiiey are * 
still kept ia the cadiedral, except the bones of one arm, 
which have been given back to St. Genuer's. In 16' l.) Aug. 
Potier, bishop of Beau va is placed monks of the congi < ^ration 
of St. Maur in this abbey, and erected in it a great school for 
the humanity studies to the end of rhetoric. SeeGailia Chr* 
nfm, U 9. p. 7^- Mabillon^ Act. Bened. &c. 

ST. RUSTICUS, COMMONLY CAUSED ST. EOTIKY» 

BISHOP or AUTBRGNS.* 

Upon the death of St. Yenerand, bishop of Auvergne^ 
wfaMv happened' the twenty-fourth of Deeember 439, there 
ame a abarp oo^otest about the dioioe of a soooessor. But 
it is sidd that Ood sigidiied Ida wUl in aa estraordiMry 
manner, in oonaequcnoe uf wbieli Ae "vacant see was eoth» 
ferred on Rusticus, a person remarkable for the sanctity of^ 
his inanuei's. He was a native of the diocess,. and had the 
administration of a parish there. This is all that with any 
certainty is known concerning his life. There were in this 
agfi two .other bishopa.of the sanw naiBftt oqu of Xyons, aa4 
theotikcraf Itobonxie. 0t. Bnatlciia of Aurargoe diedabont 
the end of the rdgn of TalantuBiiwIOU . Ho aa sMtiottei 
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S. CEOLFEID, A. [Sep$. ». 

•n Ais dijin Bonian Mtrtyrolagy. Bee 8l»0TCg« iif 

ST. CHUNIALD, OR CONALD, PBIEST. 

He was one of iiio$e eminent Scottish or Irish missionaries 
wlto k£t their luiliTe eamtry to cany Hie &itli of ChnU into 
G«m«ii7« He wbm for many ycwrt the eonttant oompeiiloii 
of St.BttpMrt,<^ bifhop of Mtxlmr^ in eU hb epostxrincd 
jfoiietkm* He it iii«iilM>iied in feme Mortyrologies on tlie" 
twenty-seventh of Febnuiry, but his feast is kept on the 
twenty-fourth of September, tlxe day of the traQ6latio& <tf 
relick^. See Colgan^ Act. SS. p. JT^d, 



. BEPTEMBBB XXV, 



ST, CEOLFHID, ABBOT, 

From Becle, Hist. 1. 5. et 1. de Ahbat. Wirim. Item, I. dc Temporibos* See 
lielaiid Scfiptor. BuHeau^ liist. 1. 4. PttieiMy ftod Suyskea* t, ?• SepU 
p. m. ' 

A. D. 716. , , 

Ceot-fbih is the same Teutonic name with Geoftroy, and- 
ngnifies Joyful, «g Camden remarks. The saint was nobly 
born in Bernicia, and rekted to StBetmet Biscop, with, 
whom he joinedifi the geaeKOua refolutioa oi quitting the 
womld. Wiik him he-made a joumey to Bomey.perQy out of 
deTotion, and partly for in^proTement in sacred studies and 
divine knowledge. After iheax rptum he^ was, St. Beimet's 



Aeeordlof lo'^Colgwiy Sk* Rupert, 

mho is hoDoored on the tvrenty-seventb 
of March, was also a Scot from Ireland. 
The same author asserts that St. Conaid 
WMMdf .thttiPtlvt holy nMoMite 



who iueooaipanled StRnpfvt, and ^Mit 

his relicks were taken up by ist. Virgiliut, 

ax)(\ posed to 
burf ia 7/3* 
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astktant in tibe ftmndttkm of his nunui^teiT of St. Peter at 

Wiremouth, on the north bank ot ihe river, in the bishopric 
ot JDurham. St. Ceolt^i id would iiave regarded it ;is liis 
;j;reatest felicity oa earth it he could h&ve beea as much for- 
gotten by all creatures, and oontemned hy every one as he> 
oantemiMd and studied to fbrgel himself i and he Hved in 

OS St Antony and St. Hilaiion Hved on their 
iponntains, in the most; proArand reooUeetion^ and in iSbm 
practice of the most austere penance. When St. Bennet 
built the monastery of St. Paul at Jarrow, he sent Ceolfrid, 
with seventeen monks, to lay the foundation of that house, 
and appointed him abbot. Our saint governed this abbey 
seFen years in St. Bennet's life-time^ and was constituted, 
^ at the desire of tliat sainij in his lest sickness^ al^bot .abo of • 
Wiremoath : from wliich time he presided* for twenty-^eight 
years, oTer both those monatteriesy wbidh far tlieh* propin* ' 
quity and constant connection were usually esteemed as one, 
and were generally subject to one abbot. St. ConUVid was 
diligent and active in every thing he took in band, of a sharp 
wit, mature in judgment, and fervent in zeal* Bede, who 
had the happiness to live under this admirable man, has left 
us moat authentic testimonies pf lus learnings abilitiea, and . 
ejrtraordinaiy sanctity. He was a great lover of sacaed lite- 
rature, and enriched the libraries of his two monasteries with 
a great number of good books : but banished thuac which 
could only serve to entertain cnriosity. To how great a pitch 
lie carried the sacred sciences in his monasteries, Bede is an 
instance. He was himself very learned. Naitan^ king of 
the Picts, sent to him, desiring to be informed eoncerinng ' 
the right time of celebrating Easier, and the true form of 
the clerical tonsure. The holy abbot strongly proved anl 
recommended to him the catholic custom of observing Easter 
and the Roman tonsure called St. Peter's, by a letter which 
Bede hath inserted in his history.'*^ The king reeeived it 
with great joy and satisfsction, and commanded both points 

L. r>. c 22. St. Ceulfrid calls tbat Simon Maa^us'ii, in which the circle w&« 
tonsure ."5t. Peter's, in which the crown imperfect, and only on the fore part, Sc« 
was entire of tbe whole head : tmt that 1 MabiUoo, Prcfat, ad SflBC. ^fieoed. . 



SOO S. C£OLFRID> A* ^Sept. 25. 

to Wmetfedand ohsemd UuxragjlioBt Ills domfaikmi. TUs 
IciDg likewiM deilrcd mf Mrint to Mod Yikn Mtdm, wIm» 

might erect a «tone church , after the manner of the RoinaiiSj 
j)i omising to declicate it in lionour of St. Peten The abbot 

<?oiTi plied also with tlii* request. 

. SL Ceolfrid findiiig himself broken with age and infirmi* 
tiesy. and so longer ci^blo of teachtng bk monkfl, by wonl 
mtA examplei Ihe perfect torn of monastic obserranoe, re« 
aigned liie abbacy. Thm mmka entreated Mm on their knees 
to alter bit ret<^tttimi % bait were obKged to acquTesoe, and, 
upon iiia recohiuiendatioii, chose Hucthbert, or rather liu* 
bert, a very learned priest, abbot of both monasteries, in 
which thea iived six hundred monks. This being done, the 
saint having rang mass in tbe momhigy made them a stnmg 
eabortation to^niitaal love and eonoird^ and, fbr iear of 
being stopped by the grsndees of the kingdom^ wbo all bald ' 
bun in great Tenecalion, set out immediately with a deugn * 
to pei'forro a pilgrimage to the tombs of the apostles at Rome. 
On the road, besides the canonical hours, he every day sung 
the whole psalter twice orer, and also oftered to God the 
aaving Tictim in' the mass which he sung every day, except 
one when be im nptfn tbe sea^ and the three last days of his 
life* .After travelDng one bundred and Ibarteen days be 
anivted at Langres in Franee, where^ beliig stopped by sick- 
ness, be bappily died oil th^ twenty«<'fif^lt <tf 8cptertl>er, in 

.the ye.:ir of our Lord hi.-, age, seventy-four, of his 

sacerdotrd character fort y-sevcu, and his abbatial dignity 
thirty-five. He was buried in the church of the three Uvia 
martyrs, Speasippus, Eleusippus, andMeieosippus. His 
ralicka w<»re afterward removed to bis monastery of Harrow, 
and tbenee^ inJIie time of die Danbfa devastations, ia Gflas* 
tenbmy .ti^ Iceland sew a sqoare stone at Jarrow, on wlddi 
was this inscription:^*' "The dedication of the churcb of 
<^ St. Paul at Jarrow, on tlie ninth day before the calends of 
**'May, in tbe fifteenth year of king Ecfrid, and the fourtb of 

« the abbot Ceolffid, the builder of this cbiuch.' 

* 

See App. atl Martyr. Gallic. Malmesb. R( 1. 1. c. 3. «t Moi^kfiti Al^. i h 
See LelaaU, tk Scriptar. e4. a i auuer, y. 162* 
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The example of all the saints shews us, that virtue is not 
to be attaiaed withoat Mrious andeavours, and much pains* 
We VBMi cmuitenct oTir depraved mlinations, whioh hmm 
tdbao • immg bwnftj that ikmj raay mmmt tiitir doe recti* 
lade: the seellt of «U wtoet jmel be planted in nnr liettHt 
with such care, that they may take root, spring up, prosper, 
aiid bring forth fruit every day more and more iibuiidantly. 
The various exercises of piety, religion, and penance, and all 
ik» ONiditiaas upon which God has promised his grace* tn 
ytm$ nittat be performed with fervour, constancy, mad persoit 
Itwmqc* The dotiifid end IbiOt^heeHed tiintk cv«i7 tU^ 
AerelhebelpeDgllii ihoai^ thc^ ere nem weeff kiMkMifw 
lug for this wretdied woiM» If they tet ebovt the business 
of their salvation in good earnest, they will soon do with ease 
and pleasure tli.d winch their indolence made thein to look 
npoa as impo^ible: and they will quickly find that there la 
eiDOitddicknithiddea manna in true virtMW Its posseaiioB 
ii to tibemde spring of nnhitemipted pure joy, jhr bcTond 
win del^^ of the wwU, end the ^thy pleesarasof sin; 
ewfi If these letfeBrwero not wiaed witti the bitter dnmghis 
whicii always attend them. 



8T: BARRi OR FINBARR, ilRST BISHOP OF CiORK^ C; 

He is called by some Bt Barrus, or Barrocns. He lived in 
Out nzHi ege | wes e netive of Connevghty end instituted e 
niminstery or sbhoot at Lough Bire^^ to whioh, as to the 

habitation of wisdom, end the sanctuary of aU virtues, such 
nnmberj^ of disciples flocked, as changed, as it were, a desert 
into a large city. This was the origin of the city of Cork, 
was built chiefly upon stakes, in marshy little islands- 
by ihe rirer Lee« St. Finbarr's disciple, St. Colman> 
fiinndbd tlw Cunons episcopal sec of Cloyne, of 
whkOk Ifes wes the first bishops he died on the ftmrA of 



eiTlib 

tO'tethe boUow or basin, ia wbkb 

a great part of the city of Cork now 
ttands, drained and built on by the indus- 
tf;y U)« latyUntanta, T« the rejpuUuoa 



heie^is the «itj of Ctork iiMted lor ill 

nnj^nal. It takes it"? n?ttne from Cof- 
c.Hch, which, in the Irish lai^ltl^ ti^i- 
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November in 601. St. Nessan. who siicceedec! St. FinLarr 
inhis school, and built the town of Cork, was another eminent 
diMxpke^ trained up nader his discipline, and is honoured at 
Cmk on the seraiteentli of Blarch and fint of Decembor. 
flir Jamea Ware' and IVinner take notiee, that some^ with n 
BfB. copy in Hie klng^a library kt London, aaeribe te» Saint 
Finbarr a letter on the ceremonies of baptism, pi iiited among 
the works of Alcuin. The right name of our saint, under 
which he wns brtptlzed, was Lochan ; the surname Finbarr 
or Barr tbe White, waa afkarward gi¥en him. He was bishop 
of Cork seventeen yean^ and died in the midst of hia f riendt 
at CSoyne, lifteen ndles from Cork. W» body waa buried 
In hb «m eatltedral at Cork, and his refiekft, aomer yeai* • 
aiter, were put in a silver shrine, and kept tlieFe, iSba» great 
church bearing his name to this day. St. Finbarr's cave or. 
hermitage, was shewn In a monastery which seems to have 
been begun by our saint, and stood to the west of Cork. It 
WM afterward given to the canons regular of St. Austin, and 
was oatted Gill Abbey, hmn Gill iida 6 Mogin, a fanioaa 
bishop of Covk, in II70, who ao mnoh incraaaed tida house 
as to be regarded as its principal ibnnder. On St. Knbarr 
see his MS. life in Trinity College, Dublin. M9. 31. Giraldus 
Pambren. De Mirabililms Hibern. 1. 2. c. 49. j\]r. Cly. Smith. 
Ancient and present State of Cork, 1. 1, &c» t.^Col^aja in MSS* 
ad 25 Sept« 

ST. FIRMIN, BISHOP OF AMENS, M. 

we may rely on his acts, he was a native of PlampcSone 

in Navarre, initiated in tlie Christian faith by Honestns, a 
disciple of St. Satuminus of Toulouse, and consecrated bishop 
by St. Honoratus, successor to St. Saturninus, in order to 
preaci 1 1 h e gospel in the remoter parts of Gaol . He preached 
the £uth in the oonntries of Agen, Ax^on, and Beanvnia^ and 
being arrired at Amiens, there chose his residence, having 
fcnnded there a nvmerons chmcii of IblUiflBl diseiplea* JEfo 
received the crown of martyrdom in that city^ whether nwder 
the prefect Rictius Varus, as Usuard says, or in some other 
peneotttiw firom Oeoiiia in 250, to D^clesian in 303, is un- 
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certatn. Faustiniaii buried him in his fiehl called Abladaua, 
where Firmin II. (who is hononi t d oa the first ot September) 
built the first church under the invocation of the Blessed 
Vii^giD. St. Salvius^ in the begimiiDg of the seventh ceotuiy, 
tramlated his relicks into the cathedral* St* (jodefrid made 
another tranalation of them aboat the year.ll07> flCQ4 biahiip 
Theobald put fhem into a gold shrine about the year 1200. 
ISee Gall. Chr. nova^ t 10. p. 1150; niletBontaadStiltiug. 

ST. AUNAIRB5 BISHOP OF AUXBBBX. 

He was deacended from a diltiitgiiished family of the 
Oikanoi^ and lii^ in his youth at tiie court of Gantran, 
king of Burgundy, But having renounced the wodd, he 
submitted himself to the direction of Syagrius, bishop of 

Autun, then celebrated for learning and virtue. He was 
placed in the see of Auxerre about the year 570, He assisted 
at the fourth council uf Paris in 573, as well as at two othei- 
councils which were held some years after at Macon. Zealous 
to restore discipline in his diooess, Ke assembled a synods 
inrhere forty-five statutes were framed, the first of which con- 
demned superstitious observances on- new year's day. He 
was indeiy%able in his vigilance and care over the purity of 

manners, and constantly instructed his people iji all ihe 
duties that regard the Christian dispensation. For their and 
his own edification he caused to be written the lives of Saint 
Amatusand St. Gennanus» two of the most illustrious of his 
pvedeoessors. He augmented also the revenue of his ^mrcb, 
that die saorad cwtmoaies at reiti^on mi|^t be {lerfinrined 
wilh g^rtaier deoenay . He had a hrodier named Austrein, 
who was bishop of Orleans^ distinguished also for his virtues^ 
though it does not appear that he was canonized. Aida his 
sister, was mother of St. Leu of Sens. She lived in the per- 
fect practice, Christian duties ; and her feast ii^ kept at 
Orleans in the diurch of St. Aignan* St. Aunaire died the 
tlTinity-^fifth of September, abqnt tha year 606« He ia m«a<- 
%nad .)hi«. daiy in the Boman IMbir^j^logy. See hia 
anonymofif life pubfohed Igr lAbbai BibL MSS. 1 1, end 



llie lifaloty fif Hm bifthops of Asasutre, ia Ottoii» Manadbi 

« ■ * 

^SEFTEMBBB XXVI. 

SS. CYPRIAN AND JUSHNA, MNt. 

4 

S&ICIyfdlft mtd MIm H a Uiiitiftil Gfttk poem, oMMbf ^ tet halikM§ 
cottncadtd Igr Fhotiiitt wte hu givtn an ■lutiset «f tUi work \ b«C tiw pnqB 
itidrii]arf^witbmiqrolto«lifMitpotCieaI«osfotitioq^of tl« Hit. 
anCbaiti* Adi of tliMt OMityn an nkiwlM lott. But wo faavo nail attnt 
!<bc ooatete of 8t Qrptten, wtlMM I7 Umri^ 

iyBtrOrefory NmImmi sad BwMts alia two adMr fawiM piaoH^ «ka «aa 
<atttM,Tht gwi mliuaf J«<i— mai CjftatMii tfao otfw^ l» a a ii o a t of 
■U^Pite. Alia fMaMtai, bytnn. 13. pb Sift* WLJQm^ry Nacilr. II. (thaa^ 
tbcgr ^ mMkt W9$tmA thii Ik^Cypriaa witli tbt Ut^ of QirUiago)» wtA 
lliotitiiy Bibl. Cod* 184. flva vt tlw biftoiy of tbote onr^ri. On tboor Latia 
Adhi iea Carl Baiaatafy &e. On tho Onek of two lorts LamliMiai, fStiU 

.Sr. CrpaiAN, surnamed the Magiciaiiy was an iUvstrimn in- 
•taflM of the dMmt graee and mmy. Be im W nothre of * 
Antioeb (not tlie cipltil of Sfrh, butt a inuill' ditymi Aal' 

name, situated betw een Syria and Arabhi) which the Romaos 
allotted to the gorenmient of Phoenicia, to the jurisdiction of 
which province this martyr was subject. .The - detestable 
snperstitioQ of his idolatrous parents |mt tbem upon devothig 
Un from hia infitncy to tibe dovil^ and he waa bfouglinilp in 
oH die impiona m yat cr te a of Idolatry, judicial aalrologyy aat 

the black art. In hopes of making great discoveries in these' 

infernal pretended scieacesi he left his native country^ when 
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he was grown tip^ mad traveiied to Athens^' Mount Oijinpiis 
in Macedon, Argos, Pkrygia, Memphis iai£!g|pt, QhtldmA, 
mk tiw Indi6t> phoes at that time iamtmB for i up ar rtHkm 
and magical artt. Wben Cyprian bad filled his haad wilii 

all the extravagances of these schools of error and delusion, 
he stuck at no crimes, blasptiemed Christ, and curiunitted 
secret murder:^, to oiler the blood, and inspect the bowels of 
children, as decisiire of future events. His skill was employed 
m alteinpthig the madettyoi virgins $ bat be found Chiiadaa 
women fioaf against his assiiilts and spalb.*' 

* 'There lived at Antioob a fining lady called Justina, whose 
birth and beauty drew all eyes u})oa her. She was horn of 
heathen parents, hut was brought over to the Christian faith, 
and her convenkin was followed by that of her fath^ and 
Mtiier. A pagan young nobleman fell deeply in lore widi 
her, and findiiog her modesty Inaccessible, and her resolntimi 
invincible, he applied to Cyprian ibrlbe iusistanee of his tart, 
Cyprian was no less smitten with the lady than his friend, 
and heartily tried every secret with which he was acquainted 
to conquer her reaoiution. Justina perceiving herself vigo- 
Booaly attacked) studied to arm herself by prayer, watchful* 
Bess and mortificatian agsiust all his artiiioes and the power 
of his spells. She defeated and pat to flight the deras bj 
^ the sign of the holy cross/^ says Photius from Eadiooia.'*> 
St. Cyprian writes in his Confession : Siie armed herself 
•* witli tlie siii;u of Christ, and overcame tlie invocation of tiio 
demons.' ' St. Gregory Nazianzenadds, Suppliantly be* 
atednqg the Virgin Maiy that she woold soccoor a mgitt 
in.danger, she fortified herself witb the antidotes o^fiMting» 
tears, and prayers/' Cyprian finding himsdf worsted fa^r a 
superior power, beg,iu to consider the weakness of the infer* 
nal spirits, and resolved to <[uit their service. The devil, 
enraged to lo&e one by whom he had made somauy conquests 
of other souls, assailed Cyprian with the atmost fniy; ai^ 
having been repulsed in sevend other assaults, he at length 
overspread the aool of the peoitent sumor witb- a ^oovqr 
melancholy, and brought him almost to the brink of de^ 
spi^ at the sight oi his past crimes. God inspired him in 

0) Go4.1i4.— ^ F.SIP.' 
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this perplexity to m i^rm w MmMf Id « liolf pflett msed 

Entebius, who had formerly been his school -fellow: by tbe 
advice of this priest he was woiitlerfuliy comforted and 
iOCOuriigtHl iu his conversion. Cypriao^ wbo^ in the pres* 
mun of h\s heart, had been three dnya'withoot Miing, hf 
Ab QMBMri ai tbia duuMble direotor, took aono rtiirMlii* 
liieilt> ttodon the foUovriiig Sunday, very early in die mofiH 
ing, was cooduc^d by him to the assembly of the Christians; 
for tliough it was forbid for persons not initiated by bap- 
tism to assL^t at the celebration of the divine mysteries^ 
tfm did not re^vd other devotions, to which such as 
trexe under instraotton ia tbe fidlh mi§ht be edmitted* 
TheMteemblka wwpc then held Ttry early kk tbe aDoraing^ 
both to watoh in prayer, and for fear of the heeibens* to 
mucli \M\9 Cyprian struck at the awful reverence and 
heavenly devotion with whicli this act of the divine worsliip 
was performedy that he writes of it ^'1 saw the choir o£ 

beaTeniymeny or of angels singing to God, adding at tbe 
^endoferary verse in the psalms, the Hebrew word AiW- 

hnar, ao that they aeemed not to be mea/'^ Every onr 
present was astonished to see Cyprian introduced by a priest 
among theiu, aiui the bishop wa.> scarce ahle to believe liia 
own eyes ^ or at least to be persuaded that his c^on version waa 
sincere. But Cjrprien gave him a proof the^next day by burn- 
ing bdolre bk ^es all bit asagleel booke^ gmug bis wbfde 
inbataTiee lo tbe poor, end entoiag hameelf emoag tbe eate*- 
ehmnens.- After due instrudion and preparation he received 
the sacrament of regeneration from the hands of the bishop« 
Agladius, who had been the first suitor to tlie holy virgin, 

wea likewite eonYerted and -baptized* JuatioA bacseif wea ao 

C»)0iMi.pbSS^ 



• («) The ii^peaioitt Mr^bartoo^ sub- 
preceptar ttf Wmdmim^w •Dbocl, i^t 

b«i travelled into Fnnce, jn his Essay 
on the writing;'; ^m} genius of Mr. Pope, 
among several miscellany anecdotes, 
in%H«^s Hms iiiUuwiug retlection : (p. 

J Mteve lew persoat have ever been 
ptmmt at the inMnwtiig a bnws in a 
jrond choir, but have been extremely af- 
fected luth awtj if aoC^arittk daratiMw-' 



Lord fiolingbroke beiuf one day peeteat 
atthit aolMmity, In tha ctefdaftVaa- 
sailles, and seeiug the biabop elefata tba 
host, whispered his companion tbe mar- 
qnis d e - • If 1 were kinp of France, I 
<«ouU always perform this ceremony my* 
•df.^ TbkUthetcetiflwiiyof pruSiMM 
adremfkasni aMWwfc OsmbtPMisf 
Taylor, fte. 



• 
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ipdyed at these wonderful examples of the divine mercy, that 
she cut oft* her hair in order to dedicate her virginity to God^ 

i wgnd d»po«ed of her Jewels mad all her pete c i wi otta to the poor* 

^ . St. GSregory NasiaiiMii beautifiilly d^oribei Hkt aftooisliliig 

f change that wb wrdugbt in Cjrprian, his edifying deport-* 

f meat, his humility, modesty, gravity, love of God, contempt 

" of riches, and assiduous application to heavenly things. The 

4 same father tells us, that out of buinilitv, with earnest entrca-* 

y ties, he prevailed to he employed as sweeper of the cimrclu 

1^ KudoGia, quoted by Fbothis, says he was made door-keeper ; 

I tmt that after some time« he wis promoted to the priesthood^ 

L sndy aflber die death of Anthimus the bishop, was pUused in - 

the epbcopal chair of Antioch. Joseph Assemani thinks, 

io not ut xiiitiocli, but of Damascus^ or some other city iu 

i i^ria. 

9 The persecution of Dioclesian breaking out, Cyprian was 

if apprehended, and carried before the governor of PhcwiicMj. 

• ' who resided at Tyre, Justioa had retired to Damascos, her 

> native countiy, whieh dty at that time was suhjeet to the same 

« presidial ; and fidling into the hands of the perseealors, was 

i presented to the same judge. She was inhumanly scourged, 

is and Cyprian was torn with iroji hooks, ])robahly at Oani;iscus. 

I After this they were both sent in chains to Dioclesian, re- 

f siding at Nicomedia, who, upon readijng the letter of the 

{ governor of Phoenicia, witliout more ado, commanded their 
heads to be stmck off : which sentence was executed upon 

[ liie banlLS of the river Gattns^ Yhich passes not fur from the 



eity of Nioomediak Theoctistos, also a Christian, was be<» 

headed with them for speaking to Cyprian as he was going 
I to execution. Their relicks \\ (Tu pr{>L'urt'tl lij certain Chris- 

tians who came from Rome, and were carried by them thither 
on board their vessel. In the reign of Constant! ne the Great, 
a pious lady named Rnfina, of the fimdly of Claudius, builf 
a chimh in their memoiy, near the square which bears ih^ 
naiibie et that prince. These reUeks were afterward remo¥ec| 
into the I^teran basilic. 

If the errors and di^oi dd s cif St. Cyprian, shew the dege- 
I neracy of humaa nature corrupted by sin^ and enslaved to 
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vkt, his conversion dUplayi the power of grace and virtue to 
repait to it. ' How ttnoigelj the image ef God is disfigured in 
man by tin^ appears hj the disorders of his spiritual fttcul" 
ties, the understanding, and wil], in which the divme 

blancewns stajnjieJ in the creation. Not only beasts and otlicr 
creatures have revolted from his clominiuii, and tlie a-haitcred 
frame of his body is niad(^ a prey to diseases and death, but 
his will is rebellious, and the passions strhre to usurp the 
empire, and destroy in liis soul the government of reason and 
Tirtue. Also the understanding, that should be the ejre to 
the blind iinll, is itself blind, and the light within us is beoome 
<larkness. In the state of innocence it was clear, serene, and 
free from the vapours of the passions : it directed the verdict 
of the imagination and the senses, and gave to the soul, by 
intuition, and without study, a full yiew into ail specula- 
tive natural truths, suited to man's condition: but ita most 
-valuable privilege was^ that it taught man all the ^ftctical 
rules and notions of moral virtue firm and untainted, so that 
he carried this law in bis bosom, and had but to loolc into his 
own conscience for tlie dii ectiou oi his actions in the prac- 
tice of all moral virtue, which by the >(r(>!i«!: assistance of 
grace was ahi'ays easy to him. His understanding was aiso 
enlightened by a perfect divine revelation, and his will found 
no obstacle in the exercises of all theological, and other su* 
pematural virtues. The most fiital consequence and pumsh" 
ment of his dlsobe^ence we deplore in the extravagancies, 
folly, crimes, and errors into \>'hich men are betrayed when 
they become once enslaved to t heir passions. Beltgion and 
iaith alone secure us from these dangers, enliglitc n our uii- 
derstsnding, and ofier us the means to restore the rectitude 

ofthewiU. 

« 

ST. EUSBBIUS, POPE, C. 

He succeeded St. Marceltns in the pontificate, and strenu- 
ously maintained tlie discipline of the church in the rigorous 
' observance of the penitential canons, with regard to pepitent 
sinners, especially those who had denied the faith in the 
perseeution* Many.oflfondod hereof havuE^.at their bead a 
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taAilkml mmnmned Hcfadhis^ gave him great distarbance 
otttliis account ; but the true pastor stood his grouiid with in- 
vincible pntience. fie was banished into Sicily by the tyrant 
Maxentius^ but was called thence by Grod in a short time to 
etersatvest, in 310. The Lilitnan Calendar informs m, that 
he Mt only four moiidM and aixteeii day$» See pope I^ina* 
Mi*§ epitaph or poem on flmholy corfiiior, 

« ■ % 

ST. COJJdAlfi £LO, ABBOT, C* 

This eminent saint, who wa§ bom in the provinoe of Mealh 
ia Ireland, left hia own country very young, in order ealirdy 
to devote himself to the divme 9ervioe. The more perfectly 

his heart was disengaged from the love of creatures, the more 
vehemently he found his soul attracted to God, and inflamed 
witii div ine love. Hence proceeded his ardour for the exer* 
cise of holy oonteniplatiou and prayer, and the constant nnioa 
of hii aoul with God, whom he made the dentre of his heart, 
and lus whole happi&eM* Having lived a ooosiderahle time 
updo monnt Bladin in Leinster, and at Connor in Ulster, 
he returned into Meath, and l)iiilt there the great monastery ' 
of Land-Eio, (now Lia-AHi, in the King's County) in wtiich 
he trained up many ia religious perfection. His surname ' 
was given him from this pkce, todistingoiah him fytm seve* 
nd other Irish saints of the same name« - He was closely 
linked with St. ColnmkiRe before that saiiit left Ireland. 
St. Colni.ro Klo died on the twenty-sixth of September 610, 
See Usher's Autiqu. c. 18, &c. 

♦ 

ST. NILUS, THE YOUNGEK, ABBOT. 

This saint was of Grecian extraction, and bom at Bossana 

in Calabria, in 910. Vvom his infancy he was fervent in reli- 
gions duties, and in the practice of ail virtues, and made- 
considerable progress both in profane and sacred learning. 
Be engaged. in wedlock with a vieW to the sanctifi cation of 
Us soul 1^ the MtbM discharge of the dntiea of that holy 
^ttocyand was oarcftd in it to' nourish and improve the seolU 
ments of virtue in his h^art by iisij^uettt hours of holy retire- 
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ment. These he devoted to religious meditation^ reading, 
and pray<er, lest Hie seeds oi pietyr ghould be cMcod aniidit 
the weB and busioeM of the world* Thovgh hta atMntm 

to his o%1iga(ioiifl as a CKristiaii held the lint place wiHi hif 

tliis was 8o far from encroaching on hh duties to others, that 
it made him more diligent in them. But then he was careful 
to shun idle conversation, and the vain pleasures and dividr* 
sums of the world, whidi are apt to blot out those serious 
thoughts which are ivqpressed upon our minds in the thne of ^ 
holy retirement. After the death of his wife, his love of sofi* 
tnde moved him to take sanctuary in bis beloved harbour of 
<i monnsterv^ from tlie embarrassments of a public Ufe, and 
the glittering temptations of the world. He therefore retired 
about the year 940, intosiooiKveatbdonging to ^ehurch of 
Bt. John Baptist at Bossaiia, wheia Us mind was aaMtiid|y 
employed in comrermg with God. TheraputaidMniof Uaax-' 
traordinary sanctity was soon spread over the whole country, 
and many repaired to him for spiritual advice. In 97^ the 
archbishop Theopliylactus, metropolitan of Calabria, with 
the lord of that teriitory, named Leo, many priests and others 
went to see him, latlier desiring to try his evnditiiHn mAd MU^ 
than to hear from his moothuqflessoni for their edifioatu 
Hie abbot linew their intenikm, bnt hartnr asluted them 



courteonsl} , and made a short prayer with them, be put into 
the hands of Leo a book in ^vhich were contained certain 
maiums concerning the smaii number of the Elect, which 
seemed to the company, too severe. But the saint under-» 
took to prove them to be dearly £(mnded in the prindplaa 
laid down, not only by St.Baril, St. Chrysestom, St. fiphiem, 
8t. Theodore the Studite, and other fathers, but even by 
St. Paul, and the gospel itself; adding, iu the close of his 
discourse : These maxims seem dreadful, but they only 
condemn the irregularis o£ your deportment. Unless youjr 
lives he aHngwIher holy, yw will not eiosfe evarlaatiu 
torments/' These words akmA terror into all that heam 
the mint speak, which tiley expressed by deep sighs and 
groans. One of the company then asked the abbot, whether 
Solomon was damned or saved? To which he replied; 
*^ What does- it-oosMiem us tft know whatfwy he hp, 
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9Bt ttbthoTM yon to ivflect, that Christ aeii ounces 
•* damnation against all persons who commit impurity.** 
This het said, knowing the person who pat that question to be 
addicted to that vice. The saint added : I would desire 

rather takmhr wliether 700 will be dcttmed or saved. A§ 
'.'inr MomoB^ Oie Mjr icriptuF^ makea no mention of liii 

i fey en te nce, 49 It does of tHat <«F Maimses." 

Euphraxm, a vain and haughty nobleiiiun, was sent gover- 
" nor of Calabria from the imperial court at Constantinople. 
St.Ntlusmade him no presents upon his arrival, as other 
eMboti did: on which' account the governor sought everj 
eeeaaNmofmortUyiiigthesemntofGod. Bnt aboiitf after 
MSiBg Mk, h€ aeht fi>r lihe aont, endfUlliigon his knees, 
liegged Ilia fMirden and prayers, and desired to receive the 
monastic habit from his hands. St. Nilus refused a long time 
to give it him, saying : Your baptismal vow» are sufficient 
" for you. Penance requires no new rowa^ but a sincere 
^ change o ftea r t ami life.' * En phraxoa was not to be aatia* 
fled| and condn n ed so tirgent» liut tlie saint at length 
Mm 4he liabtt. The governor made all his slaves free^ distri* 
huted his personal estate among the poor, and died tiiree 
days afher in ^eat sentiments of compunction. 

St. Nilus refused the hishopric of Capua, and rejected 
piesilDg invitations to go to Constantinople! but the Saracena 
eon^ering Calabria^ Aligem, abbot of Mount Cassino» be* 
slowed <m him the abbey of Bright- Valley, where St. 'Nilus 
took refuge with his community. He spent there hiteeu- 
years ; then ten years in the inonastery of Serperi. 

The emperor Otho III. coming to Kome to expel PhUaga- 
tos, bish<^ of Plaoentia, whom the senator Crescentius ba4 - 
< iet up antlpope against Gregory Y • St* Nilus went to inter* 
cede ynth the pope and emperor, that the antipope might 
he treated with mildness, as he was a bishop, and was re- 
ceived with great honour. Oiho making a pilgrimage to 
niount Gargano, paid a visit to St. Nilus, but was surprised 
to see his monastery consisting of poor scattered huts» and 
uiAt ^Theaemenare tmlf dtiaensef baaven, wholivein 

tonls as a te ange ta on earth.'' St^Nilna eondooted the em« 
]ptior first to tb« oratory^ an^ after praying there 6ometiii»o» 
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entertained him iu his cell. Otho pressed* tl^e wiit to ac^ 
cept some spot of groand^ in wfaaterer part of his ^omiaiont 
hB ihfflild ciioow fk^ pwBiiiin^ to iBvdfMf jlt pvilU OMiii|^€twil 
'revenues* St, Nlliii thanked bit my etiy s bnl retpmedldni 
answer: <^ If nqr bretliren are tmljr monies^ oar dtvina 

Master will not fprsake them when I am gone." In taking 
leave, the emperor said to him : Ask what ^^ou please, as if 
*^you were my son : I will give it you with joy and pleasure.** 
The abbot laying his hand upon the empw»*'s breastj laklf 

The only thing lask of jouis^ tlmt jon wonld sicpe jnw 
^* soi^l* Thoiigh emperor^ joa must diey and ^ve an aoamnfc 

to God^ like other men* Our saint was remaxkalde for 
an eminent spirit of prophecy, of whicTi manj instances are 
recortleJ in his life. In his old age in 1002, he retired to 
Tusculum, near Ron^e, where he died in 1005, being about 
nioety-^spc yeai's old. A com m unity was formed in that place 
;jfter his death, calle4 of Grotto Perrata, at Frescati, whidl 
atUl follows the rule of St. Basil, See the li& of St* HHm, 
compiled bgra disciple of the saittt^ inBaonioi^ Anal.t.lQi 
Pleury, 1. 57. n. 5. D'AndiUy, Saints lUnstras. Baniw De 
Antiquitate Calabrise cum notis Thomse Aceti, 1. 5. c* 2« 
p* S$2, 366* John ot Meda* Richard Diet. p. 3Xd« 
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S$. COSMAS AND JDAMIAN, MAATYAS. 

Sm Aio** Ifartyrol. wi)b t|ie eomiMiito of mooiigBor Geoifi, Bedt»U«Hu4» Salsl 
Oregory the Gi^at, and St* Gregory of Toun. * Their acts are 10 diiffgttnd fegr 
awdemGndlFfiMtolbeof aoteeouirt. te«li»8tlltiiig» tT.iept.p.4Bt. 

■ Jkhpiit die year 3€S. 

Saints Cosmas and Damian were brothers, and bom ia 
Arabin, but studied the sciences in Syria, and became emi- 
nent tor their skill in phy:»ic« Being Christians, and full of 
tfaathoty temper of charilj ia which the spirit of our divine 
.vdigiqa onmaBtoy tlMgr ptactisad tbeir profeiflioji iiith fgmH 
applioatmi aiid wandevf 111 saooeia $ but nevar t«N>k any gm<* 
tilicatioii ur tVt , *^ on which account they are styled by the 
Greeks Anargyiif that is, without fees, because they took no 
^oney. They lived at MgBd or Eg^ea, in Cilicia, and were 
lemarkable both for the love and respect which the people 
bcm themonacfxmDtaf lhagoodoffioat whkh thayiw^^ 
froiii thinr charity, and tut thqr tad Jor tiho Cbristiaii Mlihy 
which they took every opportunity their profession gave them 
to propagate. W lien the persecution of Dioclesian began to 
rage, it waa imposaibie for persons of so diatinguiahed a 



*^ Boerhaave Uket notice, that before] physicians, about the time of Christ*! 



there were any professed physictans, it 
wa« pie custooi among the ancieot Egyp- 
Uata^ wheMMsroM waealak,tA«m|i^i 
of peigMimirs and pMenc^en, if they 
knew any vfrriPclies proppp for the pntit'nt. 
But ever siuce tho st»tf!y of physic has 
been a professtuo, it has been both bo- 
iMqnbla and hmtiire. The aHtomiy 
7«srty nlaij w\3A fnaiem paid their 



birth, was S60 sestertia or above 
sterling.' Stertinius complidned tbaft b« 

9#. 2(!. when be bad by bb private prao- 
tice 600 sestertia or 4843f. 15». See 
Dr. Arbuthnots book On coins; and 
Mr. William Smith*! book of Remarki on 
the tiaiei p. 21^ 
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character to lie concealed. They were therefore apprehended 
by the order of Lysias, governor of Cilicla, and after yarieai 
iB Wii i Mte were bdheaded for the fsdth. l%elr bodlefirm 
envied into Syfifti and biirod at Cjras. llieodorety wiio 
WM bishop of that city in the fiftKoentury, mentions that iSMr 
relicks were then deposited in a church there, which bore 
their nnrnes.-'^ He calls them two illustrious champions, and 
valiant combatants for the faith of Jesus Christ. The em- 
peror Justinian^ who began his reiga in 527 , out of a reli* 
gums regard for the treasure of these precious relicks, ett* 
larg^i embeUished^ and strongly fortified this dtyof Cynis$ 
and finding a rninoos churcl| at ^Constantinople, bnilt ini 
honour of these martyrs, as is said« ii^ the reign of Theodo* 
sins the Younger (who died in the middle of the fifth age) 
raised a stately edifice in its room, as a monument of his 
gTAtitucle for the recovery of his health in a dangerous fit of 
sickness, through their intercession, as Procopius relates,^^ 
To expwss his parttcukr devotion to these seints^he huiH 
also anodier dnindi nader their namea at C<NMtantin<^de^ 
Marcdhntts, in his efaronidle^o^ and St. Oregosy of IVnint^i 
relate 'VtffmX nmeles perftmned by thdhr In t w wsio B* 
Their relicks were conveyed to Rome, where the holy pope 
St. Felix, great grand-father to St. Gregoiy the Great, built 
a church to their honour, in which these relicks arc kept 
wUh vanqnatian to this day. 

Hieaolaintsiagardad it as a great happiiicss» that iMr 
pvafessks ofibvsd Hwm patpelual opptittmitias of affiirdhig 
comfort and v^iaf to the most distressed part of their Mhw 

creatoreg. j>y exerting our charity toward all in act* ot 
benevolence and beneficence, according to our abilities ; anfl 
in treating enemies and persecutors with meekness and good 
offices, we are to approve ourselves followers of Christy ani- 
vated with lus spirit. 'Thus we shall aj^j^XMcb nearest in 
reseniblaMe to oar divine original, and shew oars^vcs chtt» 
dcen of ont heamly Iktiier» who bears with the most giiev-* 
0m rimiers, hnriting dwaa to repentance and pardon, and 
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chowenqg dawn lu3 meitiies and benefits upon tkoui* Utt ■ 
onijr then arms hiniaelf with his jii«tice against them, whem 
they by vilfol vlalioe forfeit hW gmoe^ iuaid olMluiAtely iSm^ 
appomt his gractous love and kindneBS. His very aalufe io 

boundless goodness, and continual emanations of mercy de- 
scend from bim vipoii liis creatures. All the scattered per* 
Sections and blessings which are found in them, come from 
ftU source. In the imitation of the divine goodness, acconU 
ing tp our abilities, at least in the temper of our mind^ oon^ 
suts that Christian perfection, which, when fimnded in the. 
motive of true charity, is the accomplishment of the law« 
Men engaged in pKifessions instil uted for the service uf their 
neighbour, may sanctify their laliour or industry, if actuated 
by the motive of charity towards others, even whilst they- 
also have in view the justice which they owe to themaelvea 
and th^ir fiunil j, of procuring an honeat and neoeasaiy anb- 
ttstence, which is itself often a strict obfigatiain and no leM. 
noble a virtue, if it lie founded in moLlves equally pure and 
perfect. 

m 

SS. ELZEAR, COUNT OP ARIAN, AND DELPHINA. 

St. Elzear was descended of the ancient and- illustrioua 

family of Sabraa in Provence; his father, lleimengaud of 
Sabran, Was created count of Arian in the kiiig(li)in of Naples; 
his mother was Lauduua of Albes, a famiiy no less distiu'* 
guished for its nobility. The saint was born in .1295 at Antniit 
a castle belon^g to his father in the diocesa of Apt* Inw 
mediatelj after has birth, his motberj^whose great pMy and 
charity to the poor had procured her the name of The Good 
Countess, taking him in her anu>, offered him to God with 
great fervour, begging that he might never offend his dirine 
majesty, but might rather die in hi$ infancy than live ever 
to he guilty of so dreadful an evil* ^The child seemed, 
formed from his cradle to piety and virtue i nor could bft 
any means be satisfied if he saw any poor beggar, till he waa 
relieved; for which reason his nurses and go\ eincas were 
obliged to have their pockets always furnisl^tti with bread 

and small money,^ in order to give sometliing to jsvery poor . 
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person tliey met when Utey took him abroad ; and It wem hb 
dd^^ht to divide hi» dinner with poor children. The fifst 
inprarions of virtue he received fihom his mother, hat these 
were perfected by his religious, uncle \V lilinm of Saliran, 
abbot of St. Vietor*s at Marseilles, under wliom he had his 
edacatlon in tluit monastery, in hi& tender age he wore a 
rough knotty cord, armed with sharp pricks, which galled 
his flesh, so that it was discovered by blood issuing from the 
wounds. The abbot severely chid him for this and some^ 
other extraoviiuiary niif*ter4e5 whicli he piaetised, calling him 
a self-murderer : yet secretly admired so great fervour in a 
tender young lord . 

The saint was only ten years old when Charles II. king of 
flfeily and oonnt cf Provence, caused him to be affianced to 
Bdphina of Olandeves, daughter to the lord of Pui-Michel/ 
she being no more than twelve years of age. Three years 
after, in 13(K9, the mnrriage was solemnized at the castle of 
Pui-Michel : but, at the suggestion of the young lady, they 
both secretly agreed to live together as brother and sister, 
Tlie austerity with which tli^ kept Lent, revived the ex* • 
ample of the saints of the primitive ages ; and they Ihsted 
almost in the same manner Advent and many other days in 
the year. They lived seven years at Ansois : after which 
» they removed to the castle of Pui-IMichel. Elzear had till 
that time lived with his parents, in the most dutiful and re- 
spectfol subjection to them* He left them, with their con- 
sent, only for the sake of greater aolitude, and that he might ' 
be more at liberty to pursue his exercises of devotion and 
piety. The saint was twenty-three years old wlien, by their 
deaths, he inherited his father's honours and estates; bat' 
these advantages he looked upon merely as talents and in- 
stniments put into his hailds to be employed for the ad?ance- 
ment cf piety, the support of Justice, and the relief and pro- 
tectlon of the poor. By fervent and assidnons prayer, and 
meditation on hr<]\en]y things, he fortified his soul against 
the poison of all inordinate love of creatures ; he perfectly ^ 
understood the falsehoodand illusion of all those thing? which' 
flatter and daxzle the senses, and he hada sover^gn contempt 
and distaste fbr all that can only serve td fe^ self-Iol'e. 



Digitized by Google 



6ept. 2r.] SS. ELZEAK AND DELPHINA. 31? 

JBteiMl gooda were the sole object of his desires* He re- 
cited every day the offioe of' the ehiirch^ with many other 
defotlonsi end he communicated almost ereiy day, strirmg 

to do it every time with greater devotion. He said one day 
to Delphina : 1 do not lliiiik a man on earth can enjoy any 

pleasure equal to that which 1 feel in the holy coinniuiiion. 

it is the greatest delight and comfort of a soul in her 

Earthly piJgrimage, to receive most frequently this divine 
^ sacrament/' In prayer, he was often favoured with rap- 
hires and heavenly graces. By the constant habitual union' 
of his soul with God he never ^nnd any diilicalfy hi keeping 
it recollected in all places and at all limes. He often watched 
great part of the nights on his knees in prayer. His devotion 
was not morose, because it was true and perfect; it rendered 
him always pleasant, niiUI^ and agreeahle to every one in 
conversatioh} though ii^ in company the discourse turned on 
worldiy tnfies his thoa^ts took their flight so Intensely to* 
ward ^God, that he was not able to listen to what was said, 
or he fownd some genteel excuse to withdraw to his closet. 
. ' It is a (.Ldjigerous mistake to imagine that one can be tlevout 
tnerely by spending mnch time in prayer, and that devont 
persons ca4i tail into a siotliful and careless neglect of their 
temporal concerns* On the contrary, only solid virtue is 
able to do business, and to dispatch it well, it taught 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be carefial housekeepers, and 
excellent masters of families ; it taught Moses to be a great 
lei^islator and commander, Josue to be a brave general, David 
a wise king, and the Maclialiees invincible soldiers. la like 
manner, 2St.£]zear was rendered by his piety itself most faith- 
fiil, prudent, and dexterous in tlie management of temporal 
affiurs, both domestic and public; valiant in war, active and 
pfnident in peace, fiuthAil in every dutf and trust, and dlK- 
^ent in- the care of his household. When he first began to 
keep house at Pui-Michel, he made the Mtowtng regulalioas 
for his fanjily, which lie took care to see always observed. 
• 1. Every one in my faniily slmll daily hear mass, wiiat- 
*• ever bugiiiess they may have, , If God be well served in 

my house, nothing will be wanting. 2. Let no one swear, 
*^ ourae, or blasj^emoi under pain of bdag severdly diastisedy 
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aiul ^tervvard shamefully disnuiseciU Can I hope ihat God 
*^ will pour forth his heavenly blesiings on my housei if it is 
filled with tocli midcrcanto who devote themielTea to the 
devfl? Or> oen I endure ttinlung moutb* whioh iafiect 
houses, and (khsoii the lonlf of othen? Let all persona 
honour chastity, and let no one imagine that tlie least 
** impurity in word or action shall ever go iin])Uiiiahed in 
*^ Ekear'fl hott«e. It is joever to be looped tor of me* 4» Ijst 

V all men and women confess their sins every week: and 
let no one be so unhappy as not to communicate at least 
cm all the principal festivals; namely, Clu^istmas, Easter, 
Pentecost, and the feasts of our Lady. 5. Let no persons 
be idle in my liouse. In the morning, the first thing shall 
be, that every one raise his heart to God with fervent 
prayer and oblation of bimselfj^ and of ail his actions i . then 

^« let all go to tfa^ business, the men abroad, the women 
at himie* Tn the morning a little more time shall he 

** allowed for meditation; but away with those who are per- 
pctually in the church to ;i\ oid the business of their em- 
ployments. This they do, not because they love coatem- 
plation^ but because they desire to have their work done 

^< £»r tbam. The life of the pious woman, as described bjf 
the Holy Ghost, is not only to pray well, but also to ho 
modest and obedient, to ply her work diligently, and to 

** take good care of the household. The ladies shall pray 
and read in the mornings, but shall spend the afternoons 
atscune work. 6. 1 will have no paying at ^ dice, or any 
games of haaard. There are a thousand innooent diver*- 
skws, though time passes soon enough without being idly 
thrown away. Tet t desire not my castle to be a cloister, 

*^nor my people hernuts. Let them be merry, and some- 
times divert themselves ; but never at the expense of con- 
science or with danger of offending God. 7« ^t peaoe be 

V perpetually maintainaii in my fimily ♦ 'Whefepeaea-Te^ptt, 
there God dwdUs. Where envy, jealouigrf suspidana, re* 

^ ^ ports, and slanders are harboured in one family, two armies 
are formed, which arc continually upon the watch and in 
*^ ambush to surprise one another, and the master is besieged, 

woundedy and devoured by them both. Wfaoaviv will 
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^^"fHSk MTve God, he shall be dam to me; hot I wUt nerer 
c mlaftt him who dcdam himself m enemy ef GodL 
SltfidererBy defrttetorf, md disorderiiy serranto. tnu* one 

another to pieces. All sucli as do not fear God, cannot 
be trusted by their master : but they will easily make a 
prey of his good§. Amidst such^he is ia ixis house as in a 
trw^f bem|^ an every side by enemies* 9. If any di& 
Cfffenee or querrd heppen, I will hove the pmept<of the 
^ opesde iavMebly observed, that the aini set not before It 
be appeased; but, in the instant that it faJls out, let it 
be quashed, and all manner of bitterness kntl in the tomb 
f ^ of forgetfulness. I know the impossibility of living among 
men, and not having something to toiSer. tSearoe is a man 
in tnne witii Jiuiitelf one whole day; and if a mebodboly 
hiimou!QometMhin^he1|iiowt aoiwdlwfaat^ 
^ would have. No^ to he wiUiog to hear or pardon others, 
is ilial)olical ; but to love enemies, and to render good for 
*^ evil, is the true touchstone of the sous of God. To such 
« aervants my house, my purse, and heart thall be alwaya 
<««peni!aniwilUngtoregardthemaamymaataa* 9«£yeiy 
^ eraalngallmy&iiiUyshaUaieambleto 
^ in whksh tb^ ahidl hear aomething spoken of God, the 
salvation of souls, and the gaining of paradise. What 
** a shame is it, that thousrh we are in this world only to 
gain heaven, we seldom seriously think of it; and scarce 
« aver qpeak of it hat at random i O life, how bit employed! 
^OlahowfiyhowiUarethaybastDwed! Forwhat foUieado 
^ we sweat and toill-^DiMOiines 00 heaven invite n« to 
*^ virtue, and inspire us with a disrelish of the dangerous 
pleasures of the world. By what means shall we learn to 
*^ love God if we never speak of him f — ^Let none be absent 
ccfrom thiieonlerence npon pietence of attendingmy afiaifa. 
** I have no hoanosa whieh ao near^ ton die th my heart aa 
tiie eahw6en of thoaa that serve me* They have g^Nea 
themselves to me, and I resign all to God, master, ser» 
*^ vaiits, and all that is in my power. 10. I most strictly 
command that no ofiicer or servant under my jurisdiction 
*^ or Astkoiity ii^ure any man in-goedij hononrfOr repntation, 
mum nangi naiaiMi or rain. MOFimn imdae * 
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ef doiDg.iiij bniiiieM. i will not hare wj coffers filled by 
^ eitiptyiiig those of othen, or liy tcpieMing the Mood *init 
^ of Ae y^m* mod the namfr out of the hoiiee el the poor; 

Such blood-sucking wicked servants to enrkh their mas- 

ters.damn botli masters and themselves. Do vou imnfiine 
tbat a master who giveth five shiHiugs in alms, w ipetU 
away the theft of his servants who have torn out the en- 
^ traUs of the poor, whose ciies for Tengeanee momt up (o 
lieaTeii, I had rather go nAed to paradise, than, beliig 
•* dodied with gold and seariet, be dragged with Ae impious 
•*rich man into hell. We shall be wealthy enoagh if we 
fear God. Any substance acquired by injustice or op- 
pression will be like n fire liidtleu under the earth, which 
*^ will rend, waste, and throw down or consume the whole. 

Liet fourfold be restored if I be §amd to haw any iMog 
** wluch is anotltei^s; and let my dealings be pohlic, that all 
who have been aggrier ed on my aeconnt, may find redress* 
Shall a man wliose treasures are in heaven, he so food oiP 
. •* earthly dirt ? I came naked out of the womb of my mother, 
aiul shall (jnickly return naked into the womb of our 
common mother, the earth. Shall I, for a moment of life 
*^ between these two tombs, hazard the salvation of my soul 
^'for eternity? If so^ laith, virtue, and reason woald b# 
wholly edipsed, and all understanding blasted/'- 
St. Elzear set himself the first axafmple, tne^rery points wUdk 
he prescribed to otherv. He was pevtieQlaiiy oareftd that if 
anyone let ftiH the lenst injurioua or angry word ngainst 
another, he should iisk pardon, and make satiafactioji, this 
humiliation being the most easy and ettectual remedy of a 
passion which always takes its rise from pride* JDei^faisa 
eoncdkred with her husband in ail ^ liewa, .and )»aa pei^ 
fectly obedient to Mm. N6 eoldness finr so mnoli aa ana 
moment ever interr up ted the harmony or damped the afibe^ 
tioirs of this holy couple. The pious countess was very sensi- 
ble that thede\'oti()ns ot a married woman oucrht to be ordered 
in a dilFerent manner from those of a religious pei^on ; that 
contemplation is the sister of action, and that Martfaa nod 
, Maxy nrastmntually help one anaiher. Her time was so 
. 'regidated» that aba had cantala tttw nlMMte- sjurMMl 
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exercbes, »iul others for her hou^ebold affairs and olkcT 
duties. Thfi cure idth whick «be looked into the eOGomoj 
of her bouse wet .e eennUe proof of the ipiterior order in 
whiah the kept her owneouL Noduog wae more edioirahle 
than her attention to all her domestics, and her prudent ap-^ 
plication tliat peace should he (>l>served, the fear of God and' 
all virtues well entertained, and ail brawling, tale-bearing, 
mid other plagues of £iinUies banished. She lovt^d her «ei^ 
raQte aa her chiidreiiy end she was honoured hj theta at m. 
inother and at, a taint la this eKample it appeared hoir 
Inilj it it taid, that food and virtoout matteyt make gooA 
servants, and that th^ famillet of taintt are God't fkadlliet^* 
Alasia, sister to Delpiiina, lived with her, and was her faith-^ 
fiil companion in all her pious ex-ercises. It seemed thatuli 
ttiat came under the roof of Klzaar contracted a spirit of. sin- 
liere piety $ so great it the.iaioeiioe of good wm^lmmtt 
maateia ajid mittretiet* 

The gate through which the rioh mutt enter heatif<en it 
merc7 and chaiity to the poor* 8t.Elsear often ^itod the 
liwiapitals, especially those of lepers, whose loathsome iore$ 
lie frequently kissed, cleansed, and dressed with his own 
hands. He every day washed the feet of twelve poor men^ 
and oiij&si ter?ed them hifoself^ performing the office of a 
carter and cap-bearer* He was the eommoa ftUier of M' 
thai were in dittrett, and provided laijge gianariet of oom 
and ttorebootet of ail othtr provitiont for their reliflf.* 
Being one day asked, why he so tenderly loved beggars? 
lie answered with great feeling: " Because the bosom of the , 
poor is the ti^easury of Jesus Christ." He used to say: 
How can we ask God to bestow oa us hit kingdom, if .wa 
<^ deny him a.enp of water; How can we pray for bitsraca 
<c If we deny him what it hit own? Doea not he tflMO mndi 
^ hooonr nt in vonchtafing to accept any ^dng frMi wf*' 
In a time of tearcity, in ISIO, hia alms seemed to surpass alt 
bounds. After liis father's death he was obliged to go into 
the kingdom of Naples, to take possession of the county of 
Arian. But the people being inclined to |:aTOur the house of 
Am^gon against the French, and despising the meekness of 
0ie young pxinot^ vafollady and refoaad to adtn*^^ 
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felsear opposed to their rebellion for three years no other arms 
than those of mec kncss ami patience ; which iiis friends re- 
proachfully cciUed indolence and cowardice. His cousin, (lie 
prince of Tarento, one clay told' him, that his conduct hurt . 
the comnm <2ause df his country, and said i " AUdw nie fo * 
<4 teke these rebels to task for ybii. I ^ili hang \2p half *a 
^< Amboxi^, and iniike the rc^f as pliimf as a glove'. ' rt is fit 
*• among the good to be a lamb, hnthritht the wicked to play 
• tjic iioa. Such insolence must be curbed. Take vour 

ease : say your prayers for me, and I will give so many 
*^ blows for you, that this rabble shall give you ho moi^e 
^trouble/' ^Eacettr smittog, Wjllied ; ^< What! w6nld'yba 

have tba begin my govemm^t with naWadnet and hlood ? 
^'itwilt ovfereotne ttiese nien by godd- offices; ' It is no great 
^ mfttter'for a lion to tear lambs ; buffer a lamb to pulf a 

lion in pieces is admirable. Now, l)y Gnd's assistance, you 
*• wiU^sbortiy see this miracle." The prince could not relisK 
such langaage ; but the effect verified the prediction. For 
tiie:iMKen8 of Ariaii ^ their dwn acciordbedlfaieashitmed of 
tlwfr T«beltidti, and,'with the greatefst subinissimiand t'e^pect, 
invilcil the saint to take possession of his tei l itoi v, and ever 
> after loved a 11 u nononredhim as tlieir father. Elzear dis- 
covered the true motive why he bore so patiently these in- 
sftl'ls, and lojai^^, saying: if iT^cdve any aflVont, or fed 
*^ any itioventi^t*of impatience begin to ai^se in my breast, t 

torn all thy thoughts tc^i^ards Jestis Ohrist crucified, and 

say to rtiyself : Can what I 'stiflfer bear any comparison with 
*' what Jesns Christ was pleased to utulergo iot me?** Thus 
to triumph over injuries, was not %vant of courage, but the 
most hetxAc glr^tness of soul, and true Christian generosity. 
'St&A wat'tlie isonsltet coBduct of oo^ saint. ' ' 

BmmlMi Mb other lAstahee \ Am6ng the papers ^ich 
his father left, flife good count found the letters ctf* a' certrifid 
olTkef tfnder his- cothtnaUd, f^\eA v, ith outrageous cahimnies 
against him, ami persuading his father to disinherit liiih, 'as 
one fitter to be a monk than -to bear arms. Delphina was 
iriWieBilO iliAlgnAlidi(»'«rpdtt Mttkig Mich im^deh¥ invectives 
aild nM shebdpM ht would ei^it^h, ^iHL Heifei "^et in'M/; 
biaasit mOk a iMkl^riditoj wbo^ whilst he Io6£eil mWMikS'f&^ " 
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could bear such deadly poison in nis tail. St. Elzear told hef » 
that Christ commands os not to revenue, but to forgive in- 
joiie^y and to overcon^e the venom of hatced bj charity i ih^t 
tfaerelbre he would destroy, and never make mention ^ 
those letters. He did so, and wlieii this ofliccr came to his 
chamber to wait uprm liiiu, he affectiop.ately enihracecl him, 
. made him a rich present, and so entirely gained his aftection, 
that the captain offered himself afterward to be cut in 
a hundred pieces for hia service* In like maliner, on other 
occasions, he burnt or suppressed informations that were 
given of injuries which others had donehtiri, that he might 
spare the parties the confosion of knowing that he had re- 
ceived intelliscence of them. In his coimtv of Arian he settled 
a rigorous athnhiistration of justice, and punished without 
mercy the least oppression in any of his officers. He visited 
malefactors that were condemned to die, and many who had 
{Persisted deaf to priests, were moved by his tender exhor- 
talioAs to sincei^ compunction^ and to accept their punish'* 
liient in a spirit of penance. When their goods were con- 
fiscated to him, he secretly restored them to their wived and 
children. Writing out of Italy to St. t>elp]iina, he said: 
You desire to hear often of me. Go often to visit .our 
amiahle Lord Jesus Christ in the hoty ss^crament* Enter in 
spirit his sacned heart. . You knQW that to be my constant 
^< dwellTng. Yon will always find me there.'' . ^ , ^ 
* - Ebear havfnfjpr settled his aftirs in Italy, obtained leave of 
king Robert, tlie son and successor of Cha; les 11. and brother 
of St. Lewis, bisliop of Toulouse, to return into Provence 
for two years. He was received at ,A.nsois with incredible 
joy. Not long after, Elzehr being in the twenty-fifth year 
Of hii i^e, and Delphina, after receiving the ooijununion^ 
pvonontfced pnBf Icly^ a^ the foot of the altai^ in ihe chapel 
of ttecmde^ mntnal vows of perpetual eliastity, wldchElseav 
had till then kept uimolated without a vow, though Del- 
pliina had before made a secret vow. tx\ the lives of this 
holy cou^>le, the world saw pious retireruQot in the midst of 
worldly pomp, silent contemplation amidst the noise of 
pabHc scenes, and in cm^ugsl fneodahip a holy emulation to 
oatfie. Qspa another in piety, goodnesSa and dhnltf » 6aal| 
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happy strifes are carried on with sweet k*anquillity and peace, 
And are crowned with nerer-fadiDg comfort and joy. The 
ooant had remained two years in Provence when king Robert 
recalled him into Italy, and conferred on him the honour of 
tnighthood, of which he had approved himself worthy by 
many actions of imcommon vaJour innl address, and notable 
feats of arms. The saint had, accordlnii: (o ( ustom, spent the 
night before this ceremony in the churcii watching in prayer; 
he went to confession and commnnicated in the moming.^^*^ 
The king on this occasion shed tears of joy at the aight of 
bis extraordinary devotion and piety ; and the whole court 
admired a prince who was at once a great soldier, a courtier, 
a married man, a virgin, and a saint. 

King Robert chose him nmong all the lords of his domi- 
iiloos to be governor to his son Charles, duke of Calabria. 
The ypong prince was sprightly, hut understood too well his 
high extraction, was untractable, and had contracted the 
contagious air of the dourt. The count took nodce of his 
pupil's da ngerons inclinations, but dissembled this for some 
time till he had won his affections, and gained sufficient 
credit with him. When he saw it a fit time, he made hin^ 
tender remonstrances on hi» defects, on the necessity of a 
sublime virtue to support the dignity of his high rank, and on 
the life to come. The young prince was so penetrated with 
his discourses, that,, leaping about his neck, he said : It is 
not yet too late to begin : what then must I do Elzear 
explained to him the virtues of piety, magnaiilnuty, justice, 
and cleiiiency, shewing that a prince wlio fears (iod, has 
always a sure comfort and protection in heaven, though earth 
shotdd £Eiii hira, a^ that he who undertakes $say business 
without first consulting God, deserves always to be unhappy 
and ruined ; and is always impious. Only assiduous devo- 
tion," said he, can he the safeguard against the dangers of 
** vanity, ilatterers, antl tlie strong incentives of the passions. 
^' Go to confession and communion every great festival. 
jMYe .lhe poor,^ and Qod will multiply his favours upon • 
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Tliis relijioufl prpparation always 
pTficeihd the ceremony of conferring 
JuiiSiiCi|ood^ nod usualiy the encolUDS it 



soldier in tbe army. Set InciUfhlUi^ 
History of CrojclaoU, Sat* 
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"ycnir house. When you are angry, speiik not a word; 

otiierwise you undo yourself. More princes are ruined 
*^ by their tongues and aoger, than by the edge of the sword. 
Ton must hate flatterers as a plague; if you do not banish- 
tbem^ they ruin you. Honour good men, and the 
prelates of the church ; this will be your principal great- 
hess,** &c. Elzear by his dili<ience and instructions cor- 
rected the vices of bis pup^, who l>rt'arne a grave iu id vir- 
tiions prince. King Kobert, going into Provence, left his son 
regent of Naples under the tuition of Elzear, who was chief 
of the councU, and dispatched almost all the affairs of state. 
Elzear entreated the duke to dedare him advocate for the 
poor^ and their agent in court. The dulce heartily laughing, 
said : What kind of office do you beg? Yon will have no 
competitors in this amhition. 1 admit your request, and 
recoramend to you all tlie poor of this kingdom.*' Elzear 
made a low reverence, and thanked him heartily. For the^ 
discharge of this troublesome ofBce he caused a great bag 
of purple velvet to be made^ aiid with this passed through 
the streets, receiving in it all the requests and suits of the 
poor, with a cheerful countenance^ full of commiseration, 
liearlng grievances, dealing about alms, comforting all the 
Avorld, so that he seemed another Joseph in Egypt. He 
pleaded the causes of widows and orphajis with wonderful 
eloquence, and procured them justice and charitable relief. 
Whibt the. chief authority of the state was lodged in his 
bands, many ofibred him rich presents, which he refused, 
saying to those that called him on that account churlish : 
♦^^ It is more safe and easy to refuse all presents tliaii to dis- 
cern w lik h might be received without danger. Neither is 
it easy for one who begins to take any, atterward to know 
where to stop, for these things are apt to create an appe- 
^te." The law of nature itself condemns as bribes all 
presents received by judges; they giving insensibly a bias 
and inclination to favour the party, as is evident by general 
experience. St. Elzear was so sincere a lover of truth that 
he was ready to die for it in the smallest points. 

The emperor Henry VII. invaded Naples with a great 
army, nor was pope Clement V. able to divert him from his 
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expedition* K^ng Robert sent agsinst him his Ivrether JobD| 
and count Elzear with as great an army b$ he was eble tp 

jaise. Two pitched battles were fought, in both which . 
Henry was defeated, chiefly by the valour and conduct of . 
Klzear, 60 that the emperor desired a peace^ which was 
readily concluded. King Robert gave Elzear many great . 
presents^ which he accepted with one hand not to disoblige 
the l^ing, but with the other distributed them all among the 
poor. This king sent Elzear ambassador to Paris, attended 
with the flower of the nobility of Naples, to dotnand of 
.Charles IV- Mary, the daughter qf the count of Valois, 14 
marriage £or the duke of Calabria. The negotiation wa^ 
carried on with great success, and thc^ 'marriage condu^ed^ 
and the good count was raceived at ooprt not only with! the 
greatest honour, but also with veneration, and as a liiing 
feaiut. In the mean time, the holy ambassador fell sick at 
Paris. He had made his will in 131 7> at Toulon, by whicK 
he left his moveable goods to his wife Delphina, his real 
estates to his brother William of Sabran, and legacies to his 
delations and senrants^^ and especially to many convents tod 
liospitals. When the saint, three years hefoft, made his 
public vow of cbastity, he on tlie same day enrolled himself 
in the third Order of St. Francis, into whicb sccul irs orlay- 
inen are admitted, upon condition of thpir wearing a pa^l of . 
the Franciscan habit under their clothes, and, saying certain 
prayers every day : hut, these conditions are not binding 
under sin. St. Elzear in his sickness ma<ie a general con- 
fession with great compunction and many tears, to the . 
provincial of the Franciscans, and be continued to confess 
almost every day of his illness,^ though he is said never . 
to have oflended God l>y any mortal sin. The history „ 
of Christ's passion^ which inystery hisi4 always oeen the. 
i&vburite object of his devotion, was every day'read to him». 
and in it be found exceeding great comfort amidst his 
pa;ns. Receiving the holy vi.iticum he said with great joy, 
This is my hope ; in this 1 desire to die." After extreme- 
unction^ and a painful agony, he happily expired on the 
twenty-fieventh of September in the year 132^^ the twei^^* 
eighth of his agel ' His death was 'exceedingly laqiented b^ 
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the kings of France nnd Naples, and hy their whole courts. 
His bod/y accordiog to his orders^ wasjcarried to Apt, and 
thei^ intened in the chmeh of the Frandfcan FHaxs in that 
town, where it is still kept* Juridical informations were talccn 

of liis mlrades by order of po|)e Clement VJ. Urban V. 
signed the decree of liis caiioakatiou, but it was only pub- 
lished by Gregory XI. in 1869, forty-six years after the saint's 
death, Delphina being stiU living. The king and queen of 
Naples would hj no means snfier her to leaye their court, to 
which she was a perfect model of piely • King Robert dying 
in U343,. the queen whose .name was Sando, and who was 
daughter to the king of Majorca, wearied with the empty 
greatness of the world, and loathing its vanity, ])ut on the 
habit of a Poor Clare in a nunnerv which she had fVmnded 
at Naples* lu this state she lived ten years with great fer- 
vour, and would still have her dear Delphina near her, learn* 
ing^fiK>« her all the exercises of a spiritual life. A)(ter: her 
deaths Ddphina returned into PkXHrence, and Jed Hhe life of 
a recluse in the casde of Ansois, in the- heroic praotioe of 
penance, charity, assiduous prayer, antl all other virtues. She 
died at Apt, near that castle, iu the year 1369, the seventh- 
sixth, of her age, on the twenty-sixth of September J on which 
sheis. name^in the Mar^rology of the Fwnciscan Order, 
Her inorlfdMnuana were deposited in the same tomb with 
those of St. Sbear, See the lift of St* ELnoar^puUislied 1^ 
Snrius t also VUe delH Santi del Tens* Ordine di S. Fran* 
cesco, c* I4j 15^ 16. p. 30, Suysken, t« 7* Sqpt* pt 528« 
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$£Fr£iviBEa xxvm. 



ST. W£NCJ£SLAS, DUK£ QF BOU£MIA, 

MARTYR, 

from his life x\rote hy John Dubraw, bisbup of Olmalz, in Mornvia, in the reign nf 
OuiriflS V. Sec als<i vRoeas Sylviun HUt. R«)bcin. I. 2. c. 14, 15. and other h'isto- 
ViMii of tJuit eouutry ; with the remarks of Suj^lkej), t. 7. Sept. p. 770 1 OaU^ 
itius, in Mjsc^U. Bohvip. 

A« D. 938. 

St. Wi^ifomjui was aonof Urattahsy duke of BflAitemiay and 
of Dmjbomira of Lii^tko, and grandson of Borivor, tha fifsl 

Christian duke, and the Blessed Ludmilla, Ills fatiier was 
a raliant and good pi nice ; but his moth( r was a pagan, and 
her heart was not less depraved, as to sentiments of morality, 
than as to those of religion. This princess was notJeaa oruel 
tlian hangfatf, nor less perfidious than irapioos. She hsd 
two sons« Wenceslas and Boleslas^ Lodmilla, who lived at 
Frsgoe ever mwe the death of.hevhushand^ ohtafaied, as Hbe 
greatest of favours, that the education of the elder nsight be 
eutrustttj to her, and she imdei took^ with the utmost care 
find application, to form his heart to devotion and the love of 
God. In this task she was assisted by Paul^ her chaplain, a 
man of great sanctity and prudence, who likewise cultivated 
the young prince's mind with the first rudiments of leamiii^. 
The pious pupil perfectlycorretpondedwith their endeat?onn» 
and with the divine grace which reaSBved him a saint tnm 
the cradle. At a convenient age he was sent to a college at 
Budweis, above sixty miles from Prague, where, under the 
directioQ of an excellent master, he made great progress in 
the sciences, and other exercises suitable to hie rank, and 
aaudfc more in aUtbe virtuea which compose the character 

■« 
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of A Clinstimi and a saint. He was extremely devout^ tqori^ 
tified, meelcy tnodest, a great lover of parity, and scrupii* [ 
Idiisly careful in avoiding all occasions in wliich tliat virtue 
could be exposed to the least danger. 

He was yet young, when his father dying, his mother Dra* 
homira, assumed the title of regent, and seized on the go- 
vernment. Being no longer held in by any restraint, she 
gave a free loose to her rage against the Christians , (which 
she had concealed whilst her husband lived) and published 
a severe order for shutting up all the churches, prohihiting 
the exeixi.-e of onr holy religion, and forbiddinjr priests and 
' all others who professed it, to teach or instruct children. 
She repealed all the laws and regulations which -Bonror and ' 
Uladlslashad made in iavour of the Christians, removed the 
Christian magistrates in all the towns in Bohemia, put hea* 
thens in their places, and employed only such officers as were 
blindly devoted to follow the dictates of lier passions and 
tyranny ; and these she incited every where to oppress the 
Chnstiaos, of whom great numbers were massacred. Lud- 
miUa, sensibly afflicted at these piiblic disorders, and fail of 
conoem for the interest of religion, wMch she and her oon<^ 
sort had established with so macb difficulty, by strong re* 
monstrances shewed Wenceslas the necessity of his taking * 
the reins of the government into his own hands, promising 
to assist him with lier directions and best advice. The young 
duk,e obeyed, and the Bi^emians testified their approbation 
of his oondnct $ bat, to prevent all dispates between him and ' 
his younger brother, they divided the country between them, 
assigning to the latter a considerable territory, which retains 
from liiiu the name of Boleslavia, and is one of the chief 
circles of Bohemia. 

. prahomira, enraged at these steps, secured herself ah in- 
terest in fioleslas, her younger son, whose heart she had so 
perverted, as to taint him with the most execrable idola* 

try, hatred of the Christian religion, boundless ambition, and 
implacable cruelty. Weneeslas, on the otiier liand, pnr- * * 
suaiit to the impressions of virtue which he had received in 
his education, was more careful than ever to preserve die 
inaooefeee of hia morals, and -aeqaire every day some new 



Digitized by Google 



9S0 8. WENCESLAS, M. [8epi. 2B.. 

degree of CKnstian ])eifectioii. Tie diiected ail las view-, to 
♦lie estahli >hineiit of peace, justiee, unci religion in his dotui- 
uions, and, by tlie advice of Ludmilla, chose able aud zealous * 
Christian ministers. After spending the whole day in acts of 
piety aidl appUcation to the afiaira of state, and of his court, 
he employed a great part of the night in prayer. Such was 
his deTont veneration for the holy sacrament of tte altar^ 
that he thought it a great happiness to sow the com, gather 
the grapes, and make the wine with his own ImiiJs which 
Were to he made use of at mass. Not content to pray often 
in the day with singular joy and fervour before tlie holy sa- 
crament in the church, he usually rose at midnight, and went 
to 2)ray in the churches, or even in the porches $ nor did he 
fail in this practice in the deepest snows. His austerities in a- \ 
court seemed to e ^ual those of anchorets in the deserts, and 
he applied himself with great diligence to all niaiintr of cha- 
ritable otiices, in relieving orpliaus and widows, helping the 
poor, accompanying their bodies to the grave, visiting pri- 
sons, and redeeming captives* It was his desire to shut him- 
talf up in a monasterjr, had not thf necessities of his country 
and religion fixed him in a public station : however, amidst 
the distra( Lions of govei'jiniciit, he found ve^^i fui' liis soul in 
God, ita centre. The good prhice stood in need of tliia com- 
fort and support amidst the storms with which he was assailed. 
Drahomira never ceased to conjure up all the furies of hell 
against him. Looking upon Ludmilla as the first mover of 
all counaels in &vour of the Christian religion, she laidaplot 
to take away her Hfe. Ludndlla was informed of it, and, 
without beii)^ disturbed, prepared herself for death. W itli 
this view she distributed her goods and Tiioney among lier 
servants and the poor, conArnied the duke in his good reso* 
lutions for Tiyaipi-aSitii^g religion, made her confession to hell 
chaplain Paul, jand received the holy viaticum. The aiisaiwliit 
found her prostrate in prajf er before the altar in her domea- 
Ho chapel, and, seizing on her, stnmf^ed her with her own 
veil. She 1^ honoured iu Bohemia a3 a martyr on t]^@ siXr > 
teenth of September, 

This complicated crime was Tery senaihle to St. Wences* 
bs; a circnmslancie wMdi eKceedJngljr aggravated his ipkt 
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WM, that so execnibit «ti action fhoiild htm been perpetrated 

by the direction of his muther. But he poured out his com- ♦ 
plaints to God alone, hujn61y adored his jmlgments and 
holy providence, and interceding for the conyarsion ot hia'« 
«iiDfttnrai> mother. She was seconded in her malicious in« 
Ixignet hy a powerfi&L faation^ Radulas, prmoe of Gonoia^ * 
a Belabouring oountry, despising the tainfa piety, invaded t 
his dominions with a formidable army. Wenceslas, willing 
to maintain ptace, sent Mm a message, desiiiug to know 
what provocation he had given iiim^ and declaring tliat *he • 
was ready to accept any terms for an accommodation that 
was coii8]0teii]t with what he owed to God mod hU people. • 
Radislaa treats this embassy as an eflfeot of oowardice,* and ' 
insolently answered, that the snrrendry of Bohemia -was the < 
only ctmdition un which he would hear of peace, W^enceslas 
findiiig himself obliged to appear in arms, marched against * 
the invader. When the two ai^mies were near one anolhery 
oiur saint desired a conference with Radislaa, and proposed, ' - 
that, to spore the blood of so many innocent persons, it was ' 
a jost expedient to leave the issue of the aflfair to a single • 
combat between* them. Radislas accepted the proposal, , 
imae^iniTij; himself secure of the victory. The two princes 
accordingly met at the head of both armies, in order to put 
an ^nd to the war hy this doel. Wenoeslas was hot slightly 
armed with a short sword and a target^ yet^ making the sign • 
of the cross,' marched, boldly toward his antagonist, like a • 
second David against Goliah. liadi^las attempted to throw a 
javelin at him, but, as the Bohemian historians assure us, 
saw ^ two angei& protecting the saint. ^Whereupon he threw 
down his arms, and falling on Lis knees,; begged his pardon, 
and declared himself at his disposals • 

The emperor Otho L having assembM a geatrsl dietat - \ 
Worms, St. Wenceslas arrived at it late in the'doyv iMvIng f 
becnstopped by heariiiij; a.lkigii mas- on the road. Some of the 
princes took offence hereat : but the emperor, who had the 
hij^est opinion of his sanctity, receiyed him with great 
bonpiur, would have him .sU pexi bis pecson, and bade him . . 
ask whatever he pleated, and it shcmld be granted <rhim# 
The saint asked an arm of the body Of St. Titus, and a part 
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of the veHokf of Hi, Sighmund, king of Burgundy. The 
emperor readily granted his ^reqnest^ adding^ that he con* 
ferradoa him the regal dignity and fifle, and granted him 
the pmilege of hearing the imperial eagle on his standard^ 

with an exemption from papngnny impei taxes Ihrongli- 
out all his dominions. The good diikt- tlwinktd his majesty, 
hut excused himself from taking the title of king : which, 
howeyer, the emperor and princes of the empire from that 
time always gave him in letters^ and on all other occasions. 
When he had reoeired theahove-mentioned relicks, he built 
a church in Prague, in which he deposited them; and 
caused the body of St. Ludmilla, three years after her death* 
to be trniislated into the church of St. George, which had 
been bnUt by his father in that city. Th( st veHty with wl iicJ.i 
the saint cliecked oppressions, axid certain other disorders 
in the nobility, made some throw themselves into the faction 
of his anaatural mother, who conoerted measures with her 
other son, Boleslas, to tak^ him off at any rate! St. Wen- 
ceslas had made a tow of viri^nity : hut restless ambition is 
impatient of delays. A son being born to jjole-las, that 
prince aiu) his motliej' iiwited the good <lyke to favour tliein 
with his company at the rejoicings on that occasion.^ Saint 
Wenceslas went- without the least suspicion of treachery and 
was received with all aoMgtiiable marks ai kindnesa and dvir 
lity. This they did the better to cover their hellish design. 
The entertaimiient was splendid; hut nothing could make 
the saint neglect his usual devotions. At midnight he went 
to o(}er his customary prayers in the church. Boleslas, at 
the instigation of Drahomira, followed him thither, and, 
when his atifceodants had wounded, him, he dispatched bim- 
with his own hand, running him through the body with a 
lane^* . Tb» martyrdom of the holy duke happened on the 
twenfy-fl^th. of September in 988.(*> - The eoiperor Otho 
marched with an. army into Bohemia, to revenge his death: 



(a).St, yTenceslai was the fifteeotb duke 
fkmn CMcottlisSckvoBiaa^ wbolbmiM 
tbc Bohemian rtste aboat the year 644. 

Si. Wenceslas wa? acknowteclg-ci^ duke in 
Silt aa4 wluted kia$ iu $37. He is 



called the first kiufi of Bohemia, but hit 
•neeenon were mily dofceay till the eoi- 
peror Heniy IV. in 1086, erected Bolic- 
mia intQ a Uagdooi, is IftVqur 0^ V;*i 
ti&laiXl. ' 
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the ^at continued several jmre: and, when he had im« 
qaisbed the Bohemuuis^ he contflnted bioMelf vitfa €bit mb^ 
niftssion of Bolesks, who engaged to reoall the hanlilied 

priests, to restore the ChfistUui religion, and to pay him an 
anil nil iribnte, Drahomira j)erisht'd iiiiseral»]y M>oii after 
tlie Hi'ti itlon of her horrible crime. Boleslas, terrified 
at the reput^itiou of many luiracles wrought at the martyr's 
tonibj caused his body to be U^an.^iated to the church of Saint 
YituSy at Pragae» three years after his death* Has son and 
saccessor» Boieslas IT. samamed the Pioosi was m £ii(hfal 
ImitatiMr of hU UQcle St. Wenceslas, and became one of the 
greatest princes of liis time. A churcli was erected in ho- 
nour of St. Wenceslas, in Denniark, in and his name 
wa» ia great veoeration over all the North. 

The safely and happiness of government, and of ell eooiely 
'among' men, is founded upon religkm. Wilbont it priocee 
iftsually beootne tyrants, and people lawless. • He who, witk 

Hobbes, so fur degrades human reason, as to deny any other 
difference between virtue and vice, than in the apprehension 
of men; or who, with the author of the Characteristics, re- 
duces virtue to aa ideal beauty, and an empty name, is, of 
aU others, the most dangerous enemy to maakuMiy cafiable, 
of every nuscbi^f s his heart being open ip treafiliei3r» and 
erery crime. The geneval laws of nations and those of par«^' 
ticukir states are too weak restraints upon those who, in spite 
of nature itself, hiugh the law of God out of doors. Unless 
religion buid a man in bis conscience, he will become so far 
the slave of his passions, as to be ready, with thi^ unnatural . 
mother and brothe;r^ to. oommit eveiy advaotageoiis viHany 
to whieh he is prompted, whenerer he can do it with searacy 
or impunity. It is safer to live among lions and tigers thaa. ^ 
an\ong such men. It is not consistent with the goodness 
and justice oi God to have created men without an interior . 
law, and a law enforced by the strongest motives, and the 
highest authority. Nor can his goodness and justice suiter 
obedience to his law to go unrewarded, or disobedience and 
contempt to remain unpunished. This consideration alone 
leads us to the confession of that just proTidenee whidi 
reserves m the life tp come the recompense of virtue aojl 



Digitized by Google 



S. LIOBA, A. [Sept. 28, 

ciliastisement of rwe, which &ith re pm U » to 119; thb is tiie 
Mored baoDd of justice and civil sodety in the praeat life* 
Jeroboam, Nunw, Mahonet,aiid Mac^iavet himself, thought 

a persuasion of a false religion necessary for govei iniient, 
where they despaired of accommodating a true one to their 
wicked' purpogee^ being sen&ible» that without strong inward 
ties, prochimtfdons will be huog upon walls and posts onlj 
to be despised, and the most saered lews lose their ftxroe* 
IL iblse'TeBgion is not only a grieroos cnme, bnt also too 
feeble a tie for men ; it is exposed to uncertainties, guspicion, 
and the detection ot it» impo-ture, and is in itself always in- 
finitely defectire and pernicious. True religion insures to 
him who sincerely profasaes it, comfort, support, and pa- 
tienoe amidst the sharpest triab, security in death itself, and 
the most happy and glorious issae, when God shall manifest 
himself the protector and rewarder of his servants. Virtne, 
here persecuted and oppressed, will shine forth with the 
brighter lustre at the last day, as the sun breaking out from 
nndec a oioud displays its baam with greater brightness* 



ST. LIOBA, ABBESS. 

This «aint was a great iriotlcl of Christian perfection to the 
ohurch, both of England, her native country, and of Ger- 
many. She was descended of an illastrious Englkh^axon 
ftmily, and bom among the West-Saxons at Winhom, whl«^ 
name signifies Fountain of wine. Bbba, her pious mother^, 
was nearly related to Bt Bonilbce of Ments, and though she 
had been long barren, ;Mui !i;kI no prospt 1 1 of other issue, 
when Lioba was horn, slie oil red her to God from her birth, 
and trained her up in a contempt of the wcnM.- By her 
direotkni onr aeint was placed young Hi tl>e great monasteiy 
oi Whabnrn in Denetshiva, under the carj? of the holy abbesi 
TettR^'B fieraoB sttll more eminent for her ektreordinary 
prutlence and sanctity, than for being sister to a king.^?^' 



The ancient great mouastery of 
Wiiitinm> built by the West-Saxoa kings, 
trat doable; «ieb te|»amt«d Urooi the 
other aiid surrounded with high walls. 
N» mrak •tttU tver Mt loot in tfao ia- 



cloture of the nuns, except.in their chardi 
to natSi ond lamedislely after be 
came doiro'ftoai tKe eltair to toevo n sad 
Rtura to his own cloister. Nonon 
«v«r (0 oat of Iter ewa laeknotftl 
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Lioba' made great pix^gress in, virtue^ and took the religious 
Teil. She understood Latin^ and made sqine ymes in that 

language, as appears from her letters to St. Boniface: but 
the read no books but sucli were proper to iiouribii pie(y 
and devotion in her soul. St. Boniface, who had kept up au 
epistolary correspondence with her, ^and was perfectly oc- 
^poainted with her distinj^bhed virtue and abilities,. bec^OQe 
an earnest 'suitor to her al^be^s and bishop, that she might 
be sent to htm with certain pious companions, in order to 
settle somn sanctnaries iind nurseries of religion for peraons 
of their \ in the iiifant clnirch of Germany. Tctta re- 
gretted the loss of so great a treasure^ but could not oppose 
so urcrent a demand. ' . ' 

lioba arriving in Germany^ was settle^d by St. Bonifecej 
widi her littfe ^W, in a mam»te^ wliidi he gave her, 

and which was called Bischofsheira ; that i:^, Bishop's House. 
IBy the prui]<?nce and zeal of our saint^ this nuniiery became 
in a short time very numerous^ and out of it she peopled 
many other houses which she founded in Germany, She 
never cominanded others any thing which she had not first 
practised herself. Her countenance appeared always ange- 
lically cheerful and modest, breathinj^ a heavenly dc^ otion 
and love. Her lime was spent in prayer and in holy reading 
and meditation. She knew by heart the divine precepts of 
the Old and New Testaments, the principal canops of the 
church, the holy maxims of the Fathers igad the rulea of th^ 
monastic life and perfection. By humility, she placed herr 
self beneaih all others, and esteemed herself as the last of 
her comnninit}' atul w ashed ofteu ihe feet of the sisters. The 
exercise of hospitality and charity to the poor was her de- 
light. Kings and princes respected aiul honoured her, espe- 
cially Pepin, king of the Franks, and his two sons, Charlea 
or Charlemagne and Carloman. Charlemagne who.reigned 
alone after the death of his brother, often sent for her to his 
court at Aix-la-Chapelle and treated her witli the highest 
veneration. His queen Hildegardis loved her as her own 
soul, and took her advice in her niost weighty concerns. She 
was very desirous to have her ^ways with her, had it beeai 
poaaible^ ihe might always enjoy the edification and 
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comfort of her example and instrucdoDS. But the holj 
abbess made all possible haste. bank to her ihonasteiyf 
Bishops often had conferences with her, and listened to her 

counsels. St. Boniface, a little before his mission into 'Fries- 
land and his martyrdom, recommended her in tl^e most 
earnest manner to St. Liillus, and to his monks at Fulda, en- 
treating tbem to have care ot her with respect and honour^ 
and declaring it his desire, as by his last will, that after her 
death she should be buried by his bones, that both tbeir 
bodies might wait the resuirection and, be raised together in 
glory to meet the Lord, and be for erer nnited in the king- 
dom of his lovo. After St. Boniface's martyidoin she made 
frequent visit- to the abbey of Fulda, and leaving her four 
or tive sister-coiupanions in a neighbouring cell, she was 
allowed, by a singular privilege, to enter the abbey with two 
elder sisters, and assist at the divine service and cmifereiioes; 
after which she returned to her companions in the cell;- 
which when she had continued for a few days she went back 
to her own nunnery. When she was grown very old, by the 
advice of St. Lulhis, she settled all the nunneries nndcr her 
care, and resigning the government, came to reside in a new 
nunnery at Scornesheim, four miles from Mentx to the sontli, 
where she redoubled her fervour in the exercises of holy 
prayer and penance. Oueen. l^ildegardis invited her' so. 
earnestly to the coort at Aix-la-Chapelle, that she could not 
refuse to comply; but, after some days, would absolutely re- 
turn to'ii -r soUtude. Taking leave of the queen, embi acing; 
her more atfcctionately than usual, and kissing her garment, 
her forehead, and n^outh, she said; Farewell^ precious part 
of my soul ; may Chiist our Creator and Redeemer grant 
that we niay see each other without confusion in the day ^ 
^* of judgment.'* She died about the year 77^9 an^l was in* 
terre<l at Fulda, on the north side of the high altar. Her 
tomb was honoured with miracles; her historian assures us 
he was himself an eye-witness of several. See her life care- 
fully writteuj^ soon after her death, by Balph of Fulda, in 
Ala billon. Acta Bened. and 1. 1. Kern in Mogunt. See also 
Bultaau, Hist:Mon. FOcdd. t. 4. Perier, t. J, Sept p. 
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« 

ST« fiUSTOCHIUM, V. 

Tim hsAj virg^, whotB memdiy U tendered illualnotti 
1^ the pen of St. Jmm, w^b 'daughter of St* Ftuk^ whoso 
admirable life^ after her enllre conversion to God^ this 

saint faithfully copied. St. Paulii, i?poa the death of her- 
husband Toxutius, retrenched all splendourand magnificence 
ia her household^ and devoted herself wholly to God in 
a life of simplicity^ poverty^ mortification^ and assidooua 
prayer. Eustoohium entered mto all the pioiKS mws of het 
moiher, and rejoiced toconsecrate all the hoars which ap 
many mispend in vain amusements, to the exercises of cha- 
rity a Jid religion: and to see the poor relieved with what 
other ladies throw away to inaintaiii their idleness^ luxury^ 
and pride, converting the blessings of God into their most 
giieTons misfortunes, and thfe means of salvation and virtna 
mto their most heavy condemnation. Enstochium often 
vibited, and received instructions from St. Marcella^ the first 
of her sex in Rome who embraced an ascetic or retired ausr 
tcre life, for the more perfect exercise of virtue. 

Knowing the infinite importance of a good guide in a spi-^ 
ritual life, oar devout virgin, about the year 382> put bersdf 
nnder the ditedion dr St. Jei\>m, and made a solemn raw of 
▼irg^nUy. To commend her resolution, and to instruct her 
in the obligations of that state, he CDnipOsed his treatise On 
virginity, otlierwise called his letter to Enstochium on that 
sutyect, toward the latter end of the pontificate of Damasus, 
about the year 383* In this treatise, having spoken of thc^ 
excellency of the state of vifginity, and of the difficulty of 
preserving, and the danger of losing the great treasure of 
purity, he lays down precepts which a virgin is to observe in 
order to keep herself pure. The first thing he prescribes, is 
sincere humility, and a great fear of losing this virtue. The 
second, is constant watchfulness over the heart and seqses 
agpunst all dangers, rejecting the very fij^sugfsstiona of evil 
thoughts, killing the enemy be&are he guins strength^ end 
crushing the least seeds of temptation. The third, is extra« . 
ordinary temperance J.u eating mid dilniani^. He Ibrl^ids 

Vot. IX. .T 
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her tlaiiity iare, effeminacy, pleasures and superfltieus oi na- 
ments. He enjoins lier to forbear ever drinking any pure 
wine, which he calls a poison in youth, and throwing oil upon 
ft ftasie% He would not have lasts coiried to fsxcem, and 
father oom meads such as are moderate, bat consttnt; and 
he enjoins that a pel*M>n always ristf from Ids meals wHh an 
appetite. He recotnTnends solitude, and all Christian virtues, 
and gives a charge to thv xii gin, that she never visit those 
ladies whose dress and discourse have any tincture oi the spirit 

~ of the worlds and adds : Go rerj seldom abroad, not even 
to honour the martyrs t honour them in yonr efaamber/' 
St. Jerom gives Bostobhium osefal documents eoncernin^ 
the exercise of assiduous prayer, and puts her in mind (be- 
sides the hours of Morning, Evening, Tierce, Sext, and None, 
which all know to be consecrated to public prayer) that she 
OBght to rise twice or thrice in the»|)ight to pray, and never 
to omit this doty before and after meals, before going abroad^ 
and after coming in, and on all occasions: and that at every 
action she ought to make the sign of the cross. This vener- 
able author relates, that when Eustochium was a child, lier 

f mother accustomed her to wear only plain ordinary clothes: 
but that one day her aunt Prsetexlata, put on her rk^ ap- 
parel, and had her hair gnusefaUy curled, according to the' 
castom oi young ladies of hat qoaHty : that In the nig^it fol* 
lowing Praetextata seemed to see in her sleep a ttArible angel, 
who, with a tlireatening voice, reproached lier for attempting 
to lay sacrikgiun,-, iiMnds on a virgin consecrated to Christ, 
and to instil vanity into one who was consecrated his spouse. 

8t« Jerom left Rome' Ip, S65,' add Eustochium- bore her 
mother company in aQ her joomies throfigh Syria, Egyp^ 
ahd Mesdne, and setQed with Ker in her monastery at 
Bethlehem. Alter the death of St. Paula in 404, Eustochium 
was chosen abbess in her room. H^vinu: ^t. Jerom for her' 
master, she was learned above her sex, and was well skilled 
in the Hebrew language. St. Jerom dedicated to her his 
oomments on Bsechiel and Isaias, and translated the ride of 
St. Vtehomins into Latin, for the use of her nuns. A troop 

of Pelagian heretics burnt down her monastery in 416, and 

comiiiitted mai^ outrages i at Whi^^ St. Eustochiumj and 
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Imt nieoe, the ycranger Boiiky inffbrmed by letter, pope IrniO'* 
oent !• who wrote In strong terms td John, bishop of Jeni^ 
' •elem, dbArging him to pift a stop to such violenoes^ addidg 
that otherwise he should be obliged to haye recourse to otheV 

means to see justice done to tho>:e that wore injured. Saint 
Eustochium wa«» called to receive tlie rcwaid which God lie- 
Stows on the wise virgins about the year 419. Her body 
was interred near that of her mother St. Paula. See Saint 
Jemm, 1. de Virgin, et ep. 22. 26, 27* 

ST. EXUPERIUS, BISHOP OF TOUU)USE. 

He was born, according to the most received opinion, in 
Aquitain, and raised to the see of Toulouse after the death 
of St* Sylvius. St. Jeroin, wha oorresponded with him, be- 
' stows the highest <;oinmeiidations on him in many places of 
his works. Above all, he praises his chari^ for the poor. 
To velievtB thei^, hunger," says he, he suffers it himself, 
and condemns himself to the severest self-denial, that he 
•* may be enabled to administer to their wants. The paleness 
** of his face declares the rigour of his fasts. But his po- 
verty makes him truly rich ; so poor is he, as to be forced 
« to carry the body of the Xxird in an osier batket, and his 
^* blood in a glass yesfed. fiSs charity knew no bounds. 
It lon^t Ibr objects In ^ most distant parts, and the 
sectaries of Egypt felt its benefichil eflliotB.* It was In his 
time that the Vandals, the Sueves, and Alans spread horrible 
r.ivaires throuizh Gaul. The tender affection wherewith he 
flew to the relief of the unhappy sufferers, drew tears of joy 
from St. Jerom's eyes. This father dedicated to him his 
oonmiMitarias on the prophet Zachary. St. Sznperius was 
not witness of the taking of Toulouse by thebarbafianK, God 
having spared him so poignant an affliction^. He was still 
alive ill 109, since St. Paulinus of Nola, who wmte in this 
yejr, reckons him among the illustrious bishops who then 
adorned the Galilean church. Neiflier the place nor year 
of his death are known. Pope Innocent addressed to him 
tiba deoTOtal so fsmoosin choroh history. It is divided into 
a number 41 articlei reUtl^g to church <Qsciplme.^ Sayit 
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Exuperius is lionoui e<l at Toulouse on this day, and the feast 
of his translation celebrated oa the fourteenth of June. See 
St. Jeroniy £p. 4. 10, li« 6t l^nef. in lib* I et 2. Comm. m 
Zftch. Catel, Hiat* de Langiiedoc, 1. 5, &c.' 



SEFFEM 



THE DEDICATION OF ST. 

CHURCH, 

OJtf TH£ SS9T1VAL, OW ST. MICHAEL AMjD JLUU 

THE HOLT ANGELS. 

Tm festival has been k«pt with great solemiiity'oa. tte 
twenly-mnth of SeptembeHever mnce the 'iilUi age» and :W<s 
fserteinly celebrated in Apulia in 49S« Hie' dedioatUui of tbe 

fatuous church of St, Michael on Mount Gargano in Italy^ 
gave occa&ion to the institution of this feast in the West, 
which is^ hence called in the Martyrologies of St. Jeroin, 
JjledCy and others, The dedication of St, Michael. The de(li« 
Cation of St. Michael's church in Rome, upon Adrian'^ Mole^ 
wluob was perfgnned by pope Bonifiice IV. in 610, and that 
of several other churehea in the W^t, in lionoiir qf ^ 
archangel warf peiliMrmed oh this same day*^^ Churches 



» fefttiv&t li&sbeen oelebrated in 

the ch'urcli with great solemnity ever 
9iiiee the s^xih c«utury. • it was enacted 
HI die «!elenMtieai iMWorkinK WMnA 

in Bni^nd, In the year 1014. '*That 

every Christian who is of age, fast three 
duys on bread and water* and ravv herbs, 
Ij^fore the feast of St. Michael, and let 
eveiy maoco to donfeniMi and to diorebh 
baKroot. — Let every priest with his peo- 
ple go in* procession threp Hays barefoot, 
and let every ones commons for three 
(iays be prepared wiihout aojr tbinf of 



flesh, as if they themselves were to eat 

it, both in meat and drink, and let al! this 
be distributed to the pour. Let evtrj 
tervwit he etcmeil mm Wm«r theit 
three da^rs, that he may the better per- 
form his fast, or let him work what he 
will for himself. • These are the three 
days, Monday, Tuesday, and Wedneulay* 
wot befbra the feait efSt. Miefaael. If 
any sfTvaiit break his fiast, let him make 
satisfaction with hi« hide (bodily strijws,) 
let the poor freeman pay thirty pence, th« 
kiQs'i tbaoa a huodred and thirty 
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were likewise erected in tlie East, !n honour of St. Mi'ohaei 

and other holy angels, from the time when the Christian 
worship was pnbli( ly established by the coiivej sion of Con- 
stantine, doubtless upon the model of little oratories and 
churches, which bad been tomerly raised in the intertals of 
the. general peraecations, in which atorma they wete again 
thrown down. Soi^omen informa na^ tiiatfCanatuitine the* 
Great hnllt a favnoos chnrch in honour of this gloriona arch- 
angel, called Michaelioii, and that in it the sick were often 
cured, and other wonders M rouglit, through the intercessiuu 
of St. Michael. * This historian assures us> that he had often 
experienced soeh relief here himself; and he mentiooa flie 
miracalona cures of Aquiiin, an eminent lawyer^ and nf 
Pkxihlan, a oelebrated physician, wrmight In the same place. • 
This church stood about four miles from Constantinople ; a 
monasteiy was afterward builtcontiguousto it. Fourchurches 
in honour of St. Michael stood in the^ city of Constantinople 
itself : their number was afterward increased to fifteen^ which 
were bnih by aeveral emperors.^^ 

' "IHiough only St. Michael be mendoned in the tide of thia • 

festival, it appears from the prayers of the church that all the 
good angels are its object, together with this glorious princa 
and tutelar angel of the church. On it we are called upon, 
in a particular manner, to give thanks to God for the glory 
which the angels enjoy, and to rejoice in their happineaa. 
Secondly, to* thank him for hia mercy to us in constituting 
such glorious beings to minister to our salvation, by aiding' 
and assisting us. Thirdly, to join tliem in adui lag and praU- 
ing God with ail possible ardour, desiring and praying that 
we may do his will on earth with the utmost fidelity, fervour, 
and purity of affection, as it ia done by these blessed apirita 
inheaven} and that we may atady to sanctify oar.aoula in 



Ci(^ Sae Dn Cknge, I>cicvi|it. ConsUntiiiopk 



lings : and let ''the money be divided to 
tlje pocir " See sir Heory Spetvnan's 
Councils, vol. 1. p. 530. and Johnson's 
Cdlectioo of the caiions of the ebiureh of 
^ngVndt 1. 1. an. 1014. MichMlmM- 
^ kaMilSsBsd taflac tbsaM lattts 



in the Saxon Chronicle on the y(>ar lOII $ 
in the Saxon Menolo^y of the ninth cen- 
tury, published by Mr.Wauley (in Liagu, 
Aqoilon. Thos. 1. 2. p. 107 J Mid in tb« 
StaH^ladi Cslendw pubUtM ligrDr* Hicki* 
(ialiii Sana <Smomu^ 109> 4rsJ \ 
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imitation of the ipotteM angeb to whom we m wfocklBd. 
Latdf, we are iaiilad I0 lioMiir, iad impkare the ini^mi^ 
«km and momn ci the holy angels. 

Supreme honour called La/rin is essentially reserved to 
God alone ; nor can it ever l)e given to any creature without 
incurring the roost heinous guilt ot idolatry, and high treason 
against the migesty of Qod. This honmir is ^id by the ofier^ 
ing of saqrifiqe* dr hf mj dired or inditoet aokoowledgment 
of the dmmtf or %nj cKHoe attribute vestding in another* 
But tihere U an infenor or suhaltera limioar which U due to 
superior excelleucy iii creatures, Such is that civil honour 
which the law of God ex|>ressly commamls us to pay to 
parents, princes, wagistrates,^aiid all superiors : also some 
degree of a leligiouB honour which the scriptures and law of 
nature teaoh us to be due to priests or the mlnislm gf God» 
f«d which even the most wieked of Idjigi often paid to pro- 
]dlet8, wbo^ as to the worlds were mean and obscure persons. 
This inferior honour differs from divine or supreme lionoiu 
as much as infinity in the object does from what is fmite : nor 
can it be any way derogatory from that which is due to God, 
whom it hoBOurs in his creatures, whose perfections it ao^^ 
Imowlf^dges merely to be its pSu. The respect whidi is shewn 
to a governor or an ambassador ts not injurious, bilt is highly 
agreeablsMmd booouTable to hb master, on whose aocpont It 
is paid, and whose dignity and authority are considered in 
tho^e wjioni he has made in any part the depositaries of it. 
This duty which the Jaw of nature dictates, is inculcated by 
those word$ of the apostle : Render to cdl men their due* — 
mitr t0 whmn AonmorJ^ Hence St. Bernard expresses no mora 
than what aU men must necessarily approve, when be says > 
^*Give to every one honour according to his dignity."^^ 
Honour being no more than a testimony whiicli we heax to 
another's excellency, who can deny this to be due to the most 
sublime, most perfect, most holy, and most glorious hea- 



whom be received in his tent.^^ Daniel did the same' 
pne whom he saw upon the ^gris.f^ God comikianded 

INil, x«. 7r-^f ) 8. Bern. 8««. 0M.--W 
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Israelites to fear and respect the angel wham he seiit ta bo' 
their conductor into the pvotDlaed lan^(7> The first conside* 
mtkiti ftNT whkh the faolf diigefe cMm oar ve^ecty is that of- 
the exic6lleB^ of thm mtare, ht wUdbthef m etteDtiel^.. 
of an order saperior to men, heing pure spirits, exempt finom 
the weaknesses of our frail earthly frame, and endued with 
xaore no bie faculties and qualities, suited to the pcrrecHon 
and simplicity of their unbodied and uncompouaded being. 
Secondly, the gifis of grace and glorjr are proportioned ifL 
them to Uie mpetiority of their JDatare ; and the aoriptuies 
speek of angeiiat aMolttldy ahove men» thoo^ some parti« 
oolar satDtsmay, ior aught we know, enjoy a greater- fdicity 
than many angels ; and the Blessed Virgin is exalted in glory 
nbove all the heavenly spirits. Nor can any order of the 
highest spirits boast of an honour or dignity < qual to that 
Which is confen^ed on mankind the mystery of the^iucar•* 
2satio!tt, m which the Son of God» who took Aot the nature oi 
mgttU, assumed that of men/^ afld as man is constituted by 
hia Father lord of all creatnrea. Hadthe blessed angels no 
other title Ifo command our feflemiion, this alone suflfioes^ 
that ibey enjoy a state of bliss and glory, are the higii cour- 
tiei^ of heaven, who stand always in the presence of God, are 
his otHcers who surround his throne, and his faithful minis- 
ters in exeeatmg in all Uungi his holj will. 

A carcurastanoein the blessed Agels wfaioh above aU othm 
»f most amiable and pleasing to devout souls, and must parti- 
cularly excite their praise and reverence, is the constant and 

perfect fidelity of these holy spirits to God. Their innocence 
and sanctity were never tarnished with the least spot or stain, 
the purity of their afiections was never debased by the least 
mixture of any thing inordinate, and the ardour with which 
they lore Godj and exert all ^eir powers to^serve him^ and 
do his holy wiU, never admits the least abatement. If wo 
love God, and rejoice when he is served and praised i if 
we grteve to see him forgotten and offended by men on 
, earth ; if we have tlie least spark of zeal for his glory^ nothing 

^7) Siod »yi. Ucbr. U. IS. 
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'^iih'give us greater joy tlian to consider with what perfect 
fidelity he is served » and with what •rdoiiir and pnntyof 
afibction he is Jofcdaad pni*ed in h«iv«n* Bveo tboM «ba 
Mfrwe him betl on earth, acquU 'theiMdiret of lliMd dutiei 
myimparfeedyainidft the anaiM and dii|nal«0iw» cf tfali 
life. But the blesfted angels are creatures perfectly holy, 
who, witijoiit either division or abatement in their aOectlons, 
or hiterniption in their hap}>y employix^ent, obey, love, and 
glorify God with all th^ powers. Alwi^ epnployed in the 
daligbt&l oonteniplatioa of hia iafinila goodnaai and othar 
aaiMbla par£aalmii» •vallavadup m tha oaaao of bla km^ 
tbaj new ceoia crying out with tJl thdr might i JSIhfer* 

whkh shineth fortk in all his luorks. ''' They cease jiot dai/ or 
night .sfij/hig, Hofi/, flolt/. Holy Lord God Almigldyy who was, 
and who is^ and who is to (ome. ' In the most profound anni- 
hilaUanof thajn&gives they give all honour and glory to him 
alone; and professing their crowna to be entirely his gifts 
thi^cattlhamathif feet, and nogs ^Aoif«rriiion4y, Ol^ri^ 
to reaive ghry^ mmd ktmour, and power, &e.^'^ Burning with 
the moet ardent love, and the most eager desire to praise 
more and more perfectly his infinite goodness and greatness, 
tliey continually repeat their hymns with new jubilation and 
Ojai earnestness to outdo themselves?, as they are every mo- 
ment inebriated with fresh overflowing joy, and pierced more 
deeply with the darts of bis feweet lovo« The paalmiat, who ^ 
fehinsome degree the mpetuoiily of tlueimpttlaela bfa ova 
hreast, knew no stronger inotivo to rnnte tbem to love and 
praise God with all 'Jieir powers, than their own insatiable 
and boundless ardour for this holy duty and eriH)loyment. 
He therefore cries out to them : Bless tlw Lord^ ail you Ms 
angels ; you that are mighty in t^tenc^th, and e.vecute his word^ 
kmtkmio tke woe qf kuordm* lUm$ t^Jjgr^ aU^ou hk 
hosUj ytm Mb mknttiem wk9 do Ata wUi.^^ Can wo call la 
intjad those holy and glonotts spirits without being penetrated 
with love and veneration f O'-truly happy creatures ! we 
^Iso desire to love and praise God^ and we coudemn th§ 

. ^) Ism (iP- Apoc. iv. S,--^'*) Ibid, U.- 0^ pi, cii fO, 2U 
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&inteeit of cwr de^im. W« rejoiceia joofr ardour,* and hf 
H we pmy ymi ineeMaiitly to prailse God both for yonraelvea 
md us, pouring ibrfih all your all^etionf > and enlarging and 
exerting all your powers, with the utmost eflfort of yotir 
strength; because he is infinitely above the love and ]>raise 
of all creatures : he i nil iiitely transcends all things out of 
himseli^ nor can the most perfect ^mages of all created 
beinga ever be commenrarate to his greatness, goodneaa^ 
mercy, and bonndleas inajeatf • Whilat we iurita yon to lua 
praise, with what regret, alas I do we reflect that we ha?e 
oft«n sinned, and daily eondnne to heap oflRmoea against hinth ! 
Oh! may ue cease to sin: may your flames, holy angels, 
Icindle a lire of the like holy love in our souls. In our cievo- 
tkuis we will unite our praises with those which you iuces^ 
santly pour forth in your heavenly chotrg, and animate our- 
aelves to forvovr by your example in this great einpiojment«, 
• Aoother motive why we ought to love and honour the holy 
angels is oiir rektion and doae affinity with them. Our soola- 
are spiritual and immortal like them : and by sanctifying 
grace are their co-heiresses and fellow-nieiubers. They are 
glorious citizens of heaven, and we are called to be one day 
their compaDioos. They will rece&ve an additional acdd&Umi 
glory from-our company, who are to repair their losses, and 
fill the seats forfoited by their apostate fellows* We are to. 
be eternally united with them in bliss and love, and are al- 
ready united by grace, and tlie eommnnion of saints. Tbey 
are called the sons of God,^*^^ so arc we. And in the com- 
munion of saints, which we |)rofess in our creed, the good 
angels are comprised j for we eiyoy with them a holy part- • , 
Her^p founded on many titles, endweare linked with them 
by many saeced bands and alliances* By virtue of this com- 
mnnioii we owe them bve and veneration, and ree^ve from 
tiiem many benefits and aueoours, especially by thrir patro* 
ua^e and intercession. 

God is pieassed frequently to employ the ministry of his 
angels *io aftbrding us many helps, and in the government 
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k^arvorid. H^mdodl tbangi b/ liw «et ol his 

own wtll» ftiidi'«la(iids BOt m need of ^miiiieteri to tmtmfm bit 

deoreesy as earthly kings da. It w ndt from any want 
power, but merely from his infinite goodness and wisdom 
that he employs superior spirits in various dispensations «fc 
his providenoe conoerniog men. Zeal for the divine honom^ 
Adelity io ezeratiiig- Im wUl, and •fieetkmandohttdty ibr us 
nmke thm boly spirili cnott ^igent In ibeir oemmmion* 
Upon hour many occasions were Abraham, Ja^b, Mosei^ 
and other patriarchs and prophets favoured with appantions 
and visioiis of these holy spii'its ? How many mysteries did 
iktf ivreal f How many blcNmgs did they Inring from God 
mmMmeB to tbe ebordi ni geneNd^ mme^imfm io bia ^utb* 
ftd •Mranti fai piulbmlar f Ha«r nMmy evils, botb pibliosiid 
private, do they often avert? -An angel sent bj God relieved 
and comforted Agar in her despair. Other angels deli- 
vered Lot from tbe burning of Sodom the three children 
from the flames,^'^' Daniel from the Hons,^*') St. Peter from 
bis cbaiM,<'<^ dnd tbe afwstlas oat of tbair don0coii.('« God 
ga?e Us hw to tbo Jews bj an angel wbo was Jus ambm^* 
dor.^ By angels be sbewed to St. Jobn tbe future state of 
liig church/*'^ and many wonderful vLsiuus to Danicl^^* and 
other prophets. • They were his messengers in the execntion 
of the principal mysteries relating to the incarnation, birth, 
iligfaty temptation, and agoiiyef Christ. An an|^eonduct6d 
Ae Imelites into tlie kad of tmraiwe.<«> Tbe apoaae Qnak 
*jiide tnentiotis a oonteit wbicb St. Micbael bad wifli . the 
devil about the burial of tbe body of Moses; and recommends 
humility, piety, and modesty in behaviour by the example of 
Ibis archangel, who on that occasion used no curse, no harsh 
or reproachful word^ but to repress the malioious fiend miif 
uddi Tf^ Lord wmmmid thee J-^^ 'SI. Jebn deseribesa gnat 
battle of df.- lifiobseel and tbe good angels wi<ii tbe dsi?il and 
his angelff^^**^ which seems by the context not to belong 
properly to the expulsion of these latter out of heaven when 

C»*) Gen. xvi. 8. xxi. 17.— Geu. xxU. 19.— Dan. iii. 49 — ^ '^ Dao vi. n. 
W Act. xiu 7.— ('9> Act. V. 19j^<^^ 4ct, viL 52. and Heb. ii. ii.— ^^i) Apoc. i. 1. 
Dan* vSi. Ii. x.— ^> Biod. zbw SI. ami Nvmli. IS.-^W Jod* S«^> Ap^ 
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they sLmieil, but to sotpe etfbrte of the eril spirits, when ihey 
were wiquisbed by Cbri<;t in the mystery id our redemption . 
"Bf tlus vKlbofry of St. Michael we see the ooocem td the gqod 
mflttlB fiMT die Mlvfttioti of iDaii, end the acCiTity and sneoeea 
widi which they exert themselvee in his hehalf. Angcb 
carried the soul of Lazarus into the place of restJ^^ Their* 
host will (lei'cciid with Christ ut the last day, and will assem- 
ble men before his tribunal. The holy scriptures assure us^ 
that the -angels are the ministers of God appointed to executo 
kit odders^ and to do his will in our fiiTcmr.^'*^ God pramiiee. 
tlwir ministiy and sacootir to all that serve him.^**^ 'Who is 
not astonished at the oondeseensioii with whieh the arobangel 
^Raphael accompanied the youniiToby, and rescued him from 
all dantrers ? An angel \v ^e^^lcd all night . with Jacob : anotlier 
qarried Habacuc by the hair to Babylon, to feed, iianiei in 
tlie lions, dem* 

That the good angels often interoede with God ferns, and 
^hat tfaeor patiwage is piously invoked, is an article of the 
catholic finth. Jacob entreaced^h earnestness the angsl 
with whom he had wrestled, that he would give him his 
blessing and ua hi» ilcath-bed he prayed tlie ant^el who 
had conducted and pi*otectttd him, to bless his grandchildren 
£phraim andManasaes.^^*^ If .the angels give us their bless-* 
ing, and do ns greater ofiioea, can we uncpne Aat diejy dtt> 
not pray to God lior ns ? If Jaeob prayed to his angel, tiiis 
was eerlainly consonant to tnie religion and die pmc rti oe of 
pious persons. The devils entreat Grodfor permission to use 
their iiaUiral craft and strength to assail men with extraor- 
dinary temptations, as they did with regard to Job'**^ and 
the apostles.'^^? Christ prayed' for St. Peter, that hie £uthr 
should not fsii lender the aasanlts of Satan . The rmgili whd 
are sdicitotts for na e^ose these efiorts.ei Safan agtimt if ^ 
by praying for ns, and otherwise. The prophetil>ttdel waa 
informed in his visions how vigorously the guardian angel of 
Persia intei posetl in favour of that country, and much more 
what good o&ces Michael and otlier angels did^for the Jews, 

(^«) Luke xvi. 23.—'^) Matt. xxiv. &c.--^'^») Ps.ciii. 4. P«. cii. 20.— f^^^Ps. xxxiii." 
8. xc. H. Baruct vi. 6,— <*» Gen. xxxxl 36.— Gea. xlviii. 8*.— ^»*) Job i.— 
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in renumng obitideci*which retarded their velam from the 
csptmfj. The SDgel Gabfiel toM Dafiiel Ihot he bad «x6fM 
Iris eflbrts for thi§ purpose in Persia cm^and-twenty days, 

and that Mi Unel, the prince or gii.iKii. n aTi(*el of the Jews, 
came to his ht- Ip. '^^ so that they coiKjueretl the impediment?. 
Gabriel added 2<**^ From the first year of Dorms ike Mede^ I 
Miood ¥p that ke m(gki be Hrengthened mnd m w ^wied ; vis. to 
pimnote the deHverance of God'a people/ The 
speakmg of the cruel persecntion of Aotioehtia, wm /"^ At 
that time Michficl shall rise up, the erreat prince that sfamleth 
for the chi/rJ/rn of thy pmjile. This implies that IVlvehael 
would support the Macliahees, and other defenders of God't 
people whose protector this nrchaogel was. Standing ap 
tOK them must mean principally faj prayiog for them, as it 
is said of the priests and Leritos/^ Mov^ aneieiit boolM of 
the holy scripture mention risible succour?* of holy angels 
\\hi( h the Jews, in their deliverance frotu tlie slavery of 
Egy^^t, and pa^^age to Canaan experienced ; also many 
among the patriarchs, aereral among the judges of tfa^ 
Jevriah natkm^ and others. *Fraai die traditkmary-iiotioii of 
aneh iiiterpositbiis''of good spirits in lavoor of men, the 
Gentiles derived one part of theury monstrous idolatry, into 
which they fell bv a blind abuse of the most sacred truths^;^ 
ctf whicii Dr. Lucas, an eminent pi'otestant divine, writes as 
follows s^^^^ When I read that angels are the ministering 
*^ spirits of God$ when I read in Daniel of the princes <^ 
€h«ciaand F^roa, and find that pnmnoes were coimnitled 
to angels as the viceroys and Hentenante of God, I canootf 
** think that those devout and charitable spirits did with less 
zeal in their provinces labour to promote the honour of 
God and the good of man, than evil spirits did the dk- 
^< honour of the one^ and the rain of the other. And nnless 
^ ihe froijaent appearances of angels in the beginning had 
possessed men's minds witli a linn persuasion that thevs 
was a constmt commerce maintained between heaven and 
earth ; and that spirits very frequently did visibly engage 
themselves in the protection and assistaiice of men ^ 1 

(W)Dan. X. 13.—^ ' Dan. xi. \ Dan, .xli..lr-(W) I>e«t i. S.— W toesi'f 
la^viiy afterbappmeii^ 1 1. ch. 3* p. 74. 
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*^ cannot as much as imagine wliat foundation there couki be 
for the numerous impostures ot oracles, or upon what 
ground the custom oiputtiog ti&emsdlves under the patron- 
age of some tutelar 8{urity ooold so generally have pre- 
Tailed m thie pagan world, I do not therefore doubt bui 
that the Gteritile world received veiy many good offices and 
adTantages frohi good angels^ as well as sufiesed mhj 
mischiefs from evil ones,*' Sec, 

It is clear from -several of the above-mentioned examples, 
and many other passages of the holy scriptures, t^at the good 
angels pray for m* The prophet Zacharias was fevoured 
with a Tisioii of angels in the seventieth year of flie deapia- 
Hon of . Jemsalem and the dties of 4ttda, dated from tiw 
beginning of the siege of Jerusalem, m the nmth year of 
Sedecias; which seventieth year was the second of Durius 
HystaspiSj and the eighteenth from the beginning of the 
reign of Cyrus in Babylon, and the end of the captivity^ 
Tlie 'prophet saw an angel in the shape of a man (probably 
Michael, the protector of the Jews) standing in n jgioi^e 
myrde trees, and sereral angek, tho guanffiaoa of other pro-* 
lances, came to him and said: If^ luwe watked tkmtgk tk» 
earth, and behold^ all the earth is inhabited, arid is at rest. 
Then the angel made this prayer: () Lord of hosts, how long 
tvilt thou not have mercy on Jeritsaiem, and on the cUies of Jiida, 
with which t/mu hast been angry ^ This is now the seventieth 
yforS^^ The Lord answered his prayer, that he would return 
ia Jerusalem in menses, and that his house should be built 
in it. In the book of Job, Elihu says -S^^ If there shaU he an 
angel speaking for him emwng thousands ; that is, if an angel 
chosen out oi a thousand to be the guardian of a sinner, sliall 
pray to God for him, and bring him to re]»ent aiice, the sick 
dinner shall recover bis health. The angel Raphael told 
Toby : PThen thou didst pray wOh, tears, — Iqfered thy prayers 
to the Lord,^*^^ doubtlesjs to recommend them to God by his 
own intercession* St. John saw an angel ofiering to God tho 
prayers of all the saints.^^ If the good angels pray for us, 
and often present our supplicatiuns to God, iu order to 

. (59) 2aehar. u 12.— JubixEiii. S3.— ToU xii. Apoc viti. 3»4i 



Digitized by Google 



aao DfiDiCATiaif of mtchael. [jb^. 

itrengthen them by their owu prayers, they certainly know 
tnd KotrcNir petitioos. Jacsob oould not|my to the aogel 
tiMifc ht wottld blM fait tm bci9«,<^> If the angel ccmid no* 
hmt him. ImIm htd no Moner compiaiaed that bis Jips 
defiled, but a seraph purified (hem with a biimino coal 
from the altar. How can the angels be offended at scan- 
dals given to the little ones, that nre committed l^y God to 
their charge>^^^^ if they do not knonr tUemf How could tUey 
ottMorwise repmettt to God tbe afflictions of his people, as 
lliofmpbetf io often mention 9 In tbe first i^pier of Za? 
fl b ar i aa iStte good angels (and tbe devil in the first and seoood 
chapters of Job) are said to walk over the earth, and to lay 
before God both the prayeraand good uoi ks, and the neg- 
lects and sins of men'; not as if he by itis own all-piercing 
eye did not see them» bnl m witnesses of tbeir adioos^ tba 
ministen of divine pxoTidance so its diqiensations tomrds 
ttm, imd ttic potrons and defenidMy or tbe aeevsere of oiir 
souls. 

•The ch arch has always invoked, and paid a religious ho- 
nonr to the holy angels.^^^ Orlgeii teaches, that they asfi.ist 
us in our devotions, and join their supplications to ours* 
i* Tbi^ angel of the Cbdstian," saxi be, oSSm his prajeit 

^ GoL xlriii.'^<« Its. 11^. xvEL 

• 1 



8t* PimA 'eondeaiM a mpcarttitious 
wordup of angelg, fColon. ii. 18.) and 

the ancient eiKincll of Laodirea dec1«r«9 
the same to be idulatry. (Can. 35. t. 1. 
p. 468.) H^re it meuit • sapentitiout 
vflNld|i intts^aosdl hiy ^stteto iMisiltii 

WU^tnm sad St. Clement of Alexandria 

0. Strom, p. f>3fl) testify, that in:'i!)y 
Jews at that time adoreJ tbe augeis aud 
StAis. Amoog tbe turetics of tbe iuCaat 
dwrebt the StaoiiiHii* GetfaitbUttit» avd 
le?ml others, preCcaM tbat tfalt world 
WM fkamed and governed by ang^els, with 
QlAoy ridiculous extravagancies concern- 
ing them, as we read in bt. IrensBus, 

it. ClanMfft of AknaMi, StBpiplM- 

iterTertuUian, St Austin, tod tbsodo- 

ret. Hence those heretics worsTiiped 
the angels, some in an idolatrous man- 
9»t^ joibim with supeittitioiu aoti|Oa» 



aad pfsetieet* Tbit mwsbip wn «vS» 

dently superstitious, and highly criminal^ 
and was condemned as such. But ive 
iqust not hence infer, says Balsamon, 
(who floQriiM So tbe twelfth century) 
that the booow vhMi due to tin 
aagda was ever censured. (Comm. in Caa* 
Cone. Laad!f\) E^tius thinks the super- 
stitions of these heretics regarded tbe 
Genii or imaginary tutelar spirits of tbe 
idolaters, who dcr|v«d tlieir notimia ef 
them from a corrupted tradition coneero* 
ine;' the an«^l5, rxnd who ascribed fb them 
several divine attribute. At least these 
superstitious belonged to tbe fables gf 
OMttheielict wha flieiSbed to aBfab tit 
framing of thil world, and such a g'orem* 
ment uf it ;i3 cannot, without idolatry, 
or at least without abominable sopCllti" 
tki% bt i^rea to an^ creaturei* 
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^* to God ttwoogb the only high piiest ; himself ijto pi ayii^ 
*^ for Mm who m ooroinilled to his charge He tells us, 

that the angels can}' up our [)rayers to God, and bi'ing back 
his blessingii ami gihs to us ; but that ChrisLiaiis do not in- 
voke or adore them m they 4o Ood.^^^^ He a4dre8Sjes ^ 
prayer to the an^l of a person who is gwog to be baptized,, 
tbat ho would iostniiit bliiu^^> The jmarlyr Nemesijui ao4 
hk €OiDiMialbB8, lilting to SC. Cyprian^ say : Let us aasttjt 
one another by our prayers, and beg tliat we may havii 
God and Christ and the angels favourers in all our ac- 
lions/' St. Gregory Naziaiizen writes: The angeli- 
«^ cai powers are a succour to us in all good."^^^ He pray/i 
ike good angels to receive his spolat the hoar of death ; aud 
throoteaa the devU witib the aign of the oroiw, if he ahoujd 
•Epproabb him.<*^ StBpiirem saQft of hettrent HIHiere all 
the angels and saints of God reign, praying the Lord for 
us.'*f** He I'epeats, that the angels with joy offer our 
prayer^ to ( iod,^"^ The English Protestants have retained 
in their book of Common Prayer the collect of this day, in 
which we desire Almighty God, to grant that, as his holy 
aiij^ls always do hi m service in heaven^ 80» by his appoint* 
menty they may defend and succour ns upoa earth." 

If we desire tD lire for %y.er in the company of the holf 
angels, we must lead on earth the life of angels. We must 
learn here to converse with God by assiduous prayer and holy 
contemplation, and to walk in his presence by frequent aspi«^ 
^MttQoa^' withdrawiojg .our minds». as much as we can* from o 
ttfn dastraotiog worl'd,; : adoring and loirii^g God, r^cndng 
itk laam^ bending our wills cheevftilly under all his appomt* 
ments, and studying with our whole strength to obey his law, 
and fulfil his holy will in all things. "We must also work 
our minds into the liolytemper and dispositions of the blessed 
angeb, putting on the same pecfoct humility, tba-saiae unr 
interrupted tranquilUty, constancy, meekness, padence, puva 
and TeheBioiit lovo- of God, aiML- mttl Sov hia» gkvy^ with ^ 

f*^L.?.. contra Cels. p. 40O.—f*7) L. 5. ib. p. SS3.— <«> Horn. i. in Ezech. p.'SQi.— 
2^ Inter ep. S. Cypr. 77. p. 330.-(»*) Or. 40. p. 664.— €nBU9SU%,%f,B^ 
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other i^tues* Neither do certain tramieiit aoto sulEce to 
cknorainate ft person meek, bamble^ orvirteoiiis these dis- 
positions must be wroogfit' iato his my linme» smd be th^ 
fira» heUtnal, perfaanent, reignlDg affiNitkns of hie sool. 

They must, as far as our state will allow, be pure without 
allay, or mixture of any tfnng inordinate or irregular. No 
one can be admitted iuto the society of the spotless aagels, 
or stand in die presence of a God of iafinHs purity and sanc« 
Mty ; no one oan find a plaoe in the region of dm biassed, 
who is not perf^tly without spot or blemidi : Time t Ml nof 
miter Into it my thing defiledJ^ All infection of inordinate 
passions or vicious self-love, must be purged away. Hovr 
great a task fhave we upon our hands ? but how noble and 
happy is the pursuit? Perfoctly to subdue all our passions, 
to eonntefaet and refbrm aU oor tihioiis incliaatiODSy and to 
aoqfuire, cherish^ and constantly improve all virtues. This 
is not done by broken and interrupted essays and attempts, 
but by a vigorous and constant application of the noeansj and 
repeated ferirentacts of all virtues. 



ST. THEODOTA, M. 

* 

Towards the end of the reign of Licinius, on a Friday, in 
September, in the year G42 from the death of Alexander the 
Great, that is, of Chi'ist 318, a persecution was raised at Phi- 
Mp]^^ not the dty so called in Macedon, which was at that 
time comprised in the empire of Constantine, bat tliat called 
Philippopolis, andendy Enmolpias^ inT1u«ee.^> Agrlppa tbe 
pi'efect, on a certain festival of Apollo, had ocnnmanded that 
the whole eity should offer a great ^saciitice with him. 

Apocb ni. sr. 



^ Constaniine the Great declared 
0{}enly in favour of the Christian* iu the 
VfmU £U(.er the defeat of Maxeutius, and 

out of QMBpltaMn|t» Irinif 
▼oared tb«m in the But. 

Masimin was a cruel persecutor} but 
his death, in 313^ put an end to the 
penecutioa raifitd fay Dioclffttaoj though 



it was afterward revivt'd in the £aftt fiir 
a short time, when war broke out between 
Lacinius and C a MtMi tjnc, is SIS^ asA 
roitiMnit tUlIlM <MMi of th« taaar* 
Licinius teems to have begun bis perse- 
cution in Tbmce, where he then resided. 
St. i heodota received her erowil '» the 
^st. Ivxty of ibis stornu^ 
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Tiieoclota, who had been formerly a harlot, was accused of 
refusing to coixibrm, and being called upoa by the pre&Uleol, 
aiMwered him^ that she had indeed been a grievous «iQlior» 
bat could not add fin to.sin^ nor defile herself with .a Men* 
legiont Merifioe. Her oonttancy encouraged seven hundred 
and fifty men (who were perhaps some troop of soldiers) to 
step forth, and, professing themselves Chr istians, to refuse to 
join in the sacrifice. Theodota was cast into prisoa where she 
lay twenty days ; all which time she employed in condnual' 
prayer. Being brought to the bar, as she entered the court 
she burst into tears, and prayed aloud that Christ wou}d par- 
don the crimes of her past life, and arm her with strength^ 
that she might be enabled to bear with constancy and pa- 
tience the cruel torments she was going to suiier. In her 
answers to the judge she oon£assed that she had been a 
barloi, but declared that 9he was become a Christian, though' 
tmwortbgr to bear that samd name. Agrippa commanded 
ber to be emelTy scourged. The pagans that stood near her, 
ceased not to exhurt her to free lierscU iroiu torments by 
obeying the president but for one fiioment. But Theodota 
remained constant, and under the lashes cried out : I will 
« never abandon the true God^ nor sacrifice to lifeless sta* 
taes*'^ The prendent' ordered 'her to be hoisted upon the 
mdc, and her body to -be torn with an iron comb. Under 
these torments she earnestly 'prayed to Christ, and said : 
I aduie you, O Christ, and thank you, because you have 
" made me worthy to softer this for your name." Thejudge^ 
enraged, at her resolution and patience, said to the execu- 
tioner; Tear her flesh ag^ with the iron comb; then 
*^ pour vioai^ her wounds.*' She said : " So 

*^ little do 1 fear your torments, that I entreat you to increase 
them to the utmost, that I may find mercy and attain to 
the greater crown." Agrippa next commanded the exe- 
cutioners to pluck out her teeth, which they violently pulled 
o«t mut by one with pincers. The judge at loigth con- 
demned her to be stoned. She was led out of the elty, and^ 
during her martyrdom, prayed thus : O Christ, as yon 
** showed favour to llahab the harlot, and received the good 

<^ thief; so t]p:anot your mercy from mct^' In thii ipaaoner 
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she di^^ and her soul ascended triumphant fo heaven in the 
year of the Greeks <>42. See her authentic Chaldaic Acts, 
published by Stephen Assemam^ Acta Mar^. Oocicl. t. 2* 
7« 221. 



SSFTEMBER XXX, 



ST. JEUOM, PfllEST, 



SaeTllleiMnt, 1. 12. Collier, t» 10. tmi kit life 'eonpikil kkfnu^hfBom 
Martianiyi la 4to. in 170$» MicAted to th* ibbeii of Ltof an ; md that in LaCiii 
Ibj Tillani* in tba Verona adition of bis worlu. Coaiult alio Orti, I. IB. n. 51. 
t.'ft. pum. LSIK'n. 81. t.9* p*Tf. Dokd dt nAxn gMtft 8. Hl g wny i nL 4tp. 

A»D.*420« 

St. Jmt^M, who in allowed to have bete» 'in Initoy mpects, 
die' most learned of all the lAtin ftkthera, was born^-ilot At 
Sti igouhun, now called Gran, sltimted upon the Bannbift in 
^wer Hungary ; but at Strldonlum/iidw Sdrigni, *a small 

town upon the confines of Panaonia, Dalmatia, and Italy, 
near Aquiieia.^'^ He iiad .i brother mnch younger than hhn- 
self^ whose name was Paulinian. His father, called Eusebius,. 
Vas descended from a good family, and had a competent 
"testate} but, being persuaded that a good educatiM li^e 
most precioas'lnherltance that a piftrent can leatreto liia diil* 



(•) St. Jerom tellt «, UluX it was not 

bl Illyricum or Dalmatla : some Italians 
liave pretended that it wa« in Italy ; but 
\t Meat eercainly to have stood ia Pisn- 
)Miita. St, Pnnfer talis as, in bis Cbra> 

nicle. that this great doctor died in 420, 
iived tiiriety-one jrearS) and con<;pqnpnt1y 
waft born in 399} whicb is adopted by 



Dr. Cave and Fleury. Bfartianay places 
hts birth in 33 1 , Tillemont, with Baro- 
nms and' Dolci, gathers from what the 
saint bath writttfn of hitnaelf, and fikm 
ittt.aifiitiiistaDces of his life, that be wu 
more probably bom ia i0».«af|fi!l«donlf 
s«fenijNf%ht ynws.^ 



St; 
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•dreii^ tcMA great care to have Iiis $/o^ iimtnicie4 in pietjr^ and 
in the fint primapk^ of fiterature at home»<^) and afterward 
sent Um toitmne. St. Jerom had there, for tutor, tbefomons 

pagan grammarian Donatus," (well known for his toiunuui- 
tar ies on Virgil and Terence) also Victoririus the rhetorician, 
who by a decree ot the senate was honoured with a statue iu 
^|[Vi{|aQ's square*(<^> la this city he became master of theLatim 
And Gmk tongues^ read thie best writers in both kngaag^a 
with great applicatioii^ and made such progress in oratoiy, 
that he for some time pleaded at the bar ; but being left 
without a guide, under the discipline of a heathen master, in 
a school where an exterior regard to decency iii morals was 
all that was aimed at, he forgot the sentiments of true piety, 
which had been instilled into him in hia vo!SAWif^ neglected 
auffickntly to restrain his passions, and was ftdl only of 
worldly Tiews. His misfortune confirms the truth of that 
important maxim, that though the advantages of emnlation 
.and mutual communication in studies be exceeding great 
with regard to learning^ these are never to be purchased with 
danger to virtae; nor is a jronth to be trusted in publie 
adbools without tibe utmost precaution ; both that he fia 
under the watehful eye and prudent direction of a person who 
is sincerely pious and experienced; and that he be linked ia 
.society with virtuous companions, whose gravity, inclinations, 
diacoiinie, and whole, deportment and spirit, may be to him a 
eonslant spur to all virtoe, and a support and feiiee against 
Ihe tontnt of the world, or of the dangerous example of 
others, Jenom went out o^ this sdiool firee indeed from 
gro$^ vices^ but uuhapjiiiy a stranger to a Christiaa ^pii^it^ 



W.I>olci proves frpni several passages 
ef SI. imfm tint Itk native lacguage was 

be says, 1. S. adv. Rufin. that he vyas worn 
out almost ffom his cradle with the la- 
bour of Iflaming the Latin tongue. 

St. Jerom. tells us that after ^e bad 
fOM tkroogjli t|ie ttudjr of fhetorica be 
flW—"«> himself by Porpbytys Introduce 
tion for the study of lo^io, an»I that ho 
Studied the logical bouks of Aristotle. 
Be mentions, that whilst he was a youoj; 
miaM^ jy^BieeMt ke and ms BMdMs te« 



visity with his school-fellow^ the cemo' 
teriet ef ;Uie narty rs, or eatiuwnib^ifMck 
jUpDribpi, 1. . 1^ in c. 40. Eaech. 
p. 979, 900. • " When a boy I studied th« 
liberal arts at Romf', T was wont to make 
around to visit the tomU ot the apoat^ee 
fOiA m^y):8,'with others of the ^ne af* 
uid htefinatioBB, and often' to deic^adl 
into the caves which are diij^ deep into 
the earth, and hnve for walls on each 
side .the bodifia ul those thj^t are interred 
there/' . . ' i 
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and endaved to vanity and lihe more refilled pwkfns^ as he 

afterward confessed and bitterly lamented. 

Being arrived at man's estate, and very desirous of im- 
proving his studies^ he resolved upon travelling, in order to 
further this design. Few means contribute more to g^ve a 
knowledge of men and the world, and to enlarge a jfetwa^B 
' intiglit in all arts and scdences^ and in every branch ^ usdfltil 
knowledge, than travelling in polite and learned conn tries. 
But for this a maturity of nc^e and judgment is requisite: a 
foundation must have been iir'st laid of a competent stock of 
knowledge, at least of the principles of all the arts in which 
a person seeks to improve hin^self ^ otherwise things will 
present to bim only their surfaces or shells, he will see and 
hear without understanding, and his travels will at least 6e 
no more than an idle gratificati(jn of vain curiosity. The con- 
versation of the wisest and best persons in every place is to 
be cultiTated ; tlie snares of the world, and all bad company * 
mnst be watchinUy guarded agists and whatever cah be 
any imprpvement in valaable knowleclge must bk difigently 
treasured up ; in which even those that are best qualified f&t 
making proper observations, will still find much pleasure 
and great advantage by a guide who is ready and able to point 
out whatever deserves notice, and to improve, and be him- 
self improved by mutual ohserviitions* Virtue being Hie 
greafiast and most noble of all improvements of the human 
mind, challenges the first attention of the traveHer, who wHI 

be able every where to meet w'ith lessons of it in the example, 
maxims, and instructions of the good, and to learn w^^ariiiess 
even from the snares of vice.* Heroic practices and senti- 
ments of pie4;y; how much so^er they are concealed, majbe ' 
learned almost every wheKe^ if jcionversatlon wi^lpk the mapt 
experienced pmone in virtao be sought, and the spirit of 
God inspire an earnest desire of making such discoveries and 
improvements. Above all things, in travellii^, great fer- 
vour and assiduity in a^L religious exercises is necessary, and 
fre^peat meditaiioa mu»t cherish and maintain pious sen* 
' limentS) and serious reflection digest all the m p r mi^ B M safB of 
the mind, peivoaal dutiaa amd dmnmstanecs allow few ike 
opportunity of travelling and either by too much ^timcj a 
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vmmg semoa of life, or • ne^eot of die necessary rules and 

conditions, it generally becomes a vicious rambling, and a 
school of sloth, triJBiiig, and often of all the passions. Most 
travel so as to unhinge the whole fraiae of their minds^ by 
living in constant dieapation, so as to verify the motto, that 
fewbeoomebyit more holy « As fiirinodish modem trarel- 
lerSf whose chief study is the gratificatMm of their passions, 
they import. home little else hut the slanders and impiety of 
foreign cities, and the vices of the most abandoned rakes, into 
whose company they most easily fall, in the countries through 
which they passed. ^Many ancieait philosophers traFelled 
fyr the sake of acquiring useful science : jBeireiit senanti 
of God hare sometimes left their odls (though redoubling 
their ardodr in the pradiee of penance and'recoUeodon) to 

visit holy men for their own edification aiul iiistructioii . 

St. Jerom in liis frrst jouriiies was conducted by tlie divmc 
mercy into the paths of virtue and soivatioD. A vehement 
Uiirst after Jeaming put him upcm making a tour through 
Oattl, where the Romans had erected sevml fiunous schools 
«speciaUy at Marseilles, Toulouse, Bourdeaux,' Autun, 
Lyons, and Triers. This latter was esteemed ai| imperial 
city, being in tluit nge frequently honoured with the presence 
of the emperors, when Home, by the attachment of many 
powerful senators to idolatry, and their r^pret IcHr the loss of 
their ancient Ubm^ and privilege, was not so agreeable a 
residence to its princes* The emperor Gratian, a learned 
Inan, ahd a great lover qf learning, wlm appointed, out of 
Lis own revenue, fixed, salaries for the public masters of 
rhetoric, and of the Greek and Latin languages in all great 
^ties,c^> distinguished the schools of Gaul with special ta- 
TOurSy and above the rest, those of Triers, to whose profes- 
Mrs he granted greater salari^ than to those of other cities^ 
and whither he ^brewAusomns from Bourdeaux, By prudent 
regulations he forbade the students of this city to frequent 
public diversions, or shows in the theatre, or to assist at 
great banquets or entertainments, and gave other strict 
orders tbr die regulation of their manners* - Ausonius extc4s % 

(«)Gp4iiartii.i9.ti.i,ii.F>ai^4M^ • 

# ♦ 
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the eloquence and learning of tfie illostrioiis Harmonius and 
Ursiilu^, profe«;snrs of eloi|ueiice iit Triers.^*' It had been 
St. Jerom's greatest pleasure at liome to collect a gpod 
brarjr^ and to read all th^ he»i autiiers : 'in Hbm, waA was hia^ 
panioo, that it made him mMtimet ivgat to aat or 4riak« 
Cicero and llavtiis were his chief delight. He parohatad» 
great many iKiokd, copied we^ettl, and | ttO C ttiied numj to be 

transcribed by his friends. r?*) 

He arrived at Tricis witii his fj ieiid Honosus not \o\\fi he- 
fore the year 3/0, and it was in this city that the seutimeots 
of piety whilsh be imbibed iii his infancy, were awaked, and 
bis heart' was entirely ecmiFerted to God $ ao that renovnoing 
the vanity of Ids former pnrsoita^ and theirregolarilies of hia 
life^ be took, a r^lntkm to devote himself wholly to ^ 
divine service, in a state of perpetual continence.(*^ From 
this time his ai dour far virtue far stirj)a?.»ed that with which 
he had before applied himself to profane sciences, aiid be 
converted the i^urseof his studies into a new channel. Being 
still intent on enriching hb library, he copied at Trim^ 
St« Hilary's book Oo synods, and his Commeptarias on tho 
Psalvns.t^ Having collected whatever be oonid meet with in 
Gaul to augment his literary treasure, he repaired to Aqui- 
leia, \v here at t^iat time flourished many eminent .iiid learned 
men. St, Valerian, the bishop, had entirely cleared that 
church of Arianism, with which it had been infected under* 
bis predecessor, and bad drawn tbithfer so many virtnona 
and learned f^eii, that ti»e dei^ of 'Aqnileia were lunona 
over all the western cfattrcli* With niaAy of these St. Jefom 
contracted so great an intimacy, that their names appear 
often in his writings. Among these, St. Chromatins, who 
was laeu priest, succeeded St. Valerian \n the episcopal dig- 
nity, whose death happened in 387, on the twenty-sixth of 
November, as Fontanioi demonstrates.^^ To St. CShiTOMi* 
tins St. Jerom afterward dedicated several of his worfci. 
This great bishop died 6n Ibe second of Becembei^ ahont the 

W Auson. ep. 18. p. (544.--W s. Hier. ep. 4. p.6.— Ep. 1. p. 3. See Dam 
IthraC, Nitt. LHer. dt k Fr.t. 1. pmrt 2. p. 18^*) 8. Hitr^M; S^iatf. IttGalsL 
clep.4.i>.e^<*^HiiCLiMr« MaiLl, $.«.a^|^iai» 
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year 406.<^> Among the other emmentdergymen of Aquileia 
at that time are reckoned St. Cinomatius's two brothers, 
•fovinus, the archdeacon, and Eiisebnis, deacon: Heliodorus 
(who was ordained bishop of Antiiio betbre the death of 
St. Yalerian) md Us nepliew Nepotaoi | Nioetas, subdeaoooa 
and •Chryso^iii^ a monk. It appem from th^ chroiiicle 
and kttert'iif 8iL J wum , ilitl BMiodoms, Nepotian, INioe- 
tas, and Florentius were also monks. The monastic state had 
been introduced ia Italy by St. Athanasius, during his exile 
there, as St. Jerom testifies.^^^ Cardinal Noris observes^ 
that be made a long stay at Aqoikia.^^ "Bf tfiat great saint's 
aoooimt of tlieHraaf St^Antmigr, andoiber mcnks ini^p^ 
muiy wm exdted to iauiala tliMB, and a great monattery 
was fbunded at Aquileia, which the learned Fontaniui calls 
i}iefn*stin Italy, though others think St. Eusebius of Ver- 
celli, upon his return from the MAit, bad built one in his own 
<nty before this. Others were soon after ereqtad at Bome^ 
Milan, and m oQuerflaoe^ When St. AthttUNHU* committed 
to writing the life of St Atnftoiy, hm niimllini»ji that there wete 
Hhetk seTeral monastenea In Itriy. 

Tyraniiis Rufinus, famous first for his'frjeiidship, and 
afterward for his controversies with St. Jerom , entered him- 
self a monk at A^uileia, in 370, as is cieai: both irom his own 
and St» Jerom's works.^^^ Ha wms a native of Concardia, 
not the dty of that name near BiiinndalB, hot a small town 
in the telrkory of Acfvilelay wheie dnrang iha rendence of 
St. Jerom in that city, he was baptized in the great church 
by St.Vdk rian, St. Chromatius, Jovimis, and Eusebius assist- 
ing, whom, on this account, Kuhmisal^erward calls his three 
lathers or sponsors oue being sponsor at catechism, 
another at haptlm^ Old a thiid at oon&maiiant This testi- 
er' E|k$a At la ad MMslpiui.*^ Horih HiitMf. L 3. c. S.— (9) Ruin. 
Apol. 1. S. HieroQ. Apol. 1 et 2 Clwmi, ad m. V% liifl».a|iQl. I 

fotttaiiiiUy i 4. c. 1. p. lS6f 1$7« r 



St. Chromatiiti, in eighteen homl- 
Vm Vfoa SI. Matthew's i^pel, still ex- 
tMM^ ApMdi tbt tedTi Pnfer, ud 
fecoinmends alinidiliii, fatting^, and 

other virtues. His words are well chosen, 



hk Dutions just, and bis reflections use* 1 Fonyul* 
fUL Tbese eighteen homilies are in most I 



editions corruptly printed in one, or as 
three tmtiaei. 9atCiilller,t. iap.SCk 
WoiUttM, Hlft/ liter. Ajquil. 1. 3. c. 4. 
p. 133. Sollifer the BolUndist, ad diem 

17 Aus.HenrfeMfaUaiiMSt kSwMiial* 
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Ittony confutes the mistake of Dom Marteniie/"^ and Gerard 
Maesfricht, who imncfine that anciently no more than qn» 
sponsor was ever admitted lim the sum person. « St, JenMfft 
dhut himself up in thk nwMiaiteiy at Aqoileia for aonui time^ 
tbat lie might with greater Jelrara^aiid fcioJam pumie hit 
studies, in the ooiirse of winch he wm ^toeiy Unhed ia 
friendship wiOi Rofffras, and with greet grief saw himself, 
hy some liukiioHii accident, torn from his company/*^ 
From what quarter this storm arose is uncertain ; though it 
f^eems to have come from his own family, i^'or he mention^ 
that paying his friends a visits he £ai|iid his sister had bpen 
dmwn aside from the path oi virtiie. He bnmght h^ tp a 
deep sense of her dutys-and en^^ged hario make a ww of 
])erpMral oootinenoy i im. which atffiur he probably met with 
those difliculties which obliged him, for the sake of his own 
peace, to leave that (Dmitry: his aunt Castoriua, ^hout the 
sam<^ time, vowrd lier conttnenry to God.. 

' St. Jcrom returned to Rome, revolving to hetake himself 
wholly to his studies and retiiement. * In his lette!rs to pope 
Dimasua heitestifiet that he reoeured at Bonie the saciameii^ 
of* regenerslionL: TIUeiDeiii thiiiha tbiji happened after bia 
return from Aqulleia, beoanaa the aaint tells vs that his 
merciful conversion to God happened when he resided near 
the Kliliie. But Martianay and Fontaninl uumv probably 
malutain that he was baptized before he ielt Rome to go into 
jGranl) though it was only at Triers that he engaged himself 
b^ vow to serve God in a state of perpetual continancy. 
Experience soon eonviBoed bun that neither his own coontrjr 
nor Rome were fit places for a life of perfect solitude, at 

00 Edm. Marteune, 1. 1. de'antiqn. Eecl. ritihus, c. \S. §. 17. Mnster. in 
diiMiiaUdAaBMeptoribtt«, p. €9^Ct«} g, Heir.ep. 1. aOias 41, a&-^*^> ibwL 



« pa Pin ^Bib. t. 3.) Ceillier (t. JU. 
p, S.) indMM •tbvHf % mUUke^ uy, 
■aSlMt WtB tMptized in a chapel of the 

monastcn-. But it is wrtaitj that he 
received that iarrament iu the cath^i al» 
M Fontaniiu demonstrates ( 1. 4. c. 1. 
f, 1S7. ) lurwailiapliimever aotenuily 
administered but in ua(he<iral& and pa- 
rochial cburchfs. Bertoli (Antichita 
d'A^quiieis, p. 360 j describes in the 
chipd of St* ittQtOf iv tbe ettbedrtl of 



Ai^uUeia, a very old muDumeDt erected in 
of RaanM h^ng boptisca la 
that place, though the name of SatoS 
J*-roni has been substituted by some 
modern hand in the place of th^ ct 
Rufinus. St, Jerom expressly soys ki tmm 
letters to pope Damasai, tMtlit put on 
the gs mentof Christ at Rume, whicb 
always means baptism. See Baronius 
ad an. 57. and Jos. Vicecomes do mnt, 
baptisml ritikm^ L c* Sk 
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wiikh he aimad^ wh^relm he resolved to withdraw into 
•ome distaot omiitrj. Boaoniii^luf ocMmtiyiiMii and relatknii 
^riio bad been the eDmpwakm of idlliia ttodkB and tiameb 
fma hm Hiibncy, did not enter into hie views on tfaia oooa- 

sion, but retired into a desert island on the coast of Dalniatia, 
and there led a monastic life. E^^agrius, the celebrated priest 
of Antioch, who was come into the West upon the affairs of 
that chimhy offered hnntelf to onr laint to be hk guide into 
the East ; and Innocent^ HeHodomi, and Hjlas (who bad 
been a ^rmnt of Melania) wonid need^ beat him com pa ny. 

They croHsid Thrace. Pontns, Bltiiyiiia, (ialatia, Cappadocia, 
and Ciliria. ' Wherever he came he Tistted th*' aiK horets 
and other persons of eminent sanctity whqae conversatioa 
might afibrd him in&trnction and edification. At that time 
many each fluuij i hu d in the Eart^ espemUyin tiie desattiof 
SgTpt, 9fiia and MealiM* Rofinos name^ among those 
whose blessing he received in Egjpt the tw© Macarjuses, 
Isidore in Scetb, Pairibc^ in the Cells, Poemen and Joseph in 
Pisphir or the Mountain of Antony. St. Jerom reclcons 
nmoDg them Amos, Macarius the disciple of Antony, &e. 
Amongst other boiy mlea wkkih tbey observed, be takea 
notka In Ua letter to Rustlooa that die nioiiwleflia of Egypt 
were wont to admit none who did not fellow tome manmal 
ial>oiir, not so much for the necessity of ilmu^ subbiatence as 
for the sanctihcation of their souls. 

Being arrived at Antiocb, St. Jerom made some stay in 
that €k!ky to attend the leotnres of Apollinaiia, who bad not 
yet openly bmohed bis here«y» and tbra raid eonmenti 
vpon the scrtptnm with great reputation* St. Jerom had 
carried nothing with him but his library, and a sum of money 
to bear the char£res of his journey. But EvagrLus, who was 
ricii, supplied him with all necessariesy and maintained Seve- 
rn! Amanuenses to write £nr him and assist him in his ttodies. 
^^le saintjiaTinga{iaiitaometime at AnHoah^ went into abide'* 
Otts deaert, lying between Syriaand Afcabia, in the ocmntry ef 
the Saraoena, where the holy abbot Theodosius recessed lum 
with great joy. This wilderness took its name from Chalcis, 
a town in Syria, and was situated in the diocess of Antioch, 
Innocent and Hyka soon died in thia detwt^ and H.eliodi»rttf 
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left it to reiurn into tlu' West: but Jcrorn spent there four 
jears in studies, «uid the fervent exercises of piety. In this 
loaely hafaitstioa 1m had many fits €i Munem, hat tafivredt 
n Qmdi won Mvm •inifllio> ftm ^iDlaiil ttmptattoM oC 
impnrify, wliidi he deMribeiM Mimn^**^^' ]^ the 
motest part of a wild and skarfi die t ut , whioC heing bnnit 
up with the heats of the scorching sun, strikes with hon or 
and terror evtii tlie monks th;it inhabit it, T «;eemed to my- 
self to be in the midi»t of the delights aud assemblies of 
Bome. 1 loved solitude, thatio the Inlterness of mj mmlp 

Imi|^iiiof«fre^ybewoUmxiaii<n^ andealiiipcminjr 
^^Sevtoer. My hldaip— ewnflMitid Mmba wwe cqfored with 



*^ flukoloth t mf Mm was porohed dry and Uaeh^ and kmy 

flesh was almost wasted away. The days I passed in tears 

** and groaJDS, aud when sleep overjiowered me against my 
will, I cast my wearied bones, wliich hardly hung together, 
uf 3n the bare ground, not so properly to give them rest, ae 

u to torture nyaelL I say Qotbing of va^ aatfaig and diink-' 
Ingi the monka an thiit JMort, whon t£ey em Mok» 
know no oAier drlnfc hot ooid water, and look upon it no 
sensuality ever to eat any thing dressed by fire. In this exile, 
and prison, to which, for the fear of hell, I had v oluntarily 

" condemned myself, having no other company but scorpions 
a|ul wild beait% I many times found my imagination lilled 
with lively representations of dances in the company of 

<^ BooMUi late^ oi if I iMd boon m the mkht cif thom^ 
&oe was pale with filing I yet nqr will Mt violent atsaolte 
of irregular deiirai? In my oald body, and in my paroiied<* 

^* up flesh, which seemed dead before its death, concupis- 

" cwice was able to live ; and though T vigorously repressed 
all its sallies, it strove always to rise again, aud la oaat 
forth more violent anddangimtta flames. Ffaidlng myaolf 
nbandanedy at it weva^ to the powerof this ai«ny» I tkrav 

f< n^TMll hi^nritat Ifaofoot of Jem, wnteingtiioni with 
n^tcoMi andil tamed my flcah by filling whole wmikuT) I 
am not ashamed to disclose my temptations^ but 1 grieve 

" thai I am not now what i then was. utten joined 

♦ ♦ 
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whole nights to the days, crying, sighing and beating my 
breast till the desired eakm retuniad. I feared the wmj 
cbU ia which I lived, beeaose it w«» intnen to the Ibul wag' 
*^ gts^aom of flay enemy ; end being angry and armed wiA 
*^ sererHy agdiMt myself, I went alone into the roost secret 
parts of the wilderness, and if ^ discovered any w iiere a 
deep valley, or a craggy rock, Jthat was the place of nay 
prayer,) there I threw this miserable aaek of my bod^«' 
The same Lord ii my witnem, that after so many sobs and 
teacrs, after having in m«eh scinw looked long up to 
•* heaven, I felt mo9t delightful comforts and interior sweet- 
** ness ; and thesse so great, that, trnnspurted and ahsoi pt, I 
seemed to myself to be amidst tiie choirs of angels ; and 
glad and joyful I song to God : j4fter Thee, O Lordy tee 
<^ wUl run m the ftagnmey nf thy celuiM olmlawfils.'!. * jj 
/ 1& tins manner does God, who often soJIbni the fidelity of 
hia servants to be severely tried, stresgthea them by his 
triumphant grace, aiul abiindai)t!y recompense their con- 
stancy. St. Jerom amonu; the arms with which he fortified 
himself against this dangerous enemy, added to his corporal 
ansteri^ a new stody, which he hoped would fix his 
imnblioglmagination, and, by cavMig Ida wUI, give him the 
victory over Mmself. Hii» was, after having dealt only hi 
polite and agreeable studies, to learn of a converted Jew the 
Hebrew alphabet, and iorm his mouth to the uncouth 
aspirations, and difficult pronunciation of that language. 
When ray soul was on fire w4th bad thmights," says he,^**^ 
writing to the monk Rusticits in 411^ that I might subdue 
my flesh, I became a scholar to a monk who had been a 
Jew, to learn of him the Hebrew alphabet ; and after I had 
most diligently .studiid tlie judicious rules of Uuiiuilian, 
*^ the copious flowing eloquence of Cicero, the grave style of 
Fronto, and the smoothness of Pliny, T inured myself to 
hissing and brokett**winded words. What labour it cost 
^ me, what difienlties I went tliro«|pk, how often I de** 
spaired and left o(F, and how I began again to learn, both 
I myself who felt the burdeui can witness^ and they also 
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wKo lived with me. And T tlj.iiik our Lot d, that I noxr 
" gather sweet fruit from the bitter seed of tiiose studies.*' 
However, he still coiitjaued to read the classics with aa ea* 
gemess and pleasure which degenerated into & paasion;' aad 
fure him just rdmorse, it being an impediment to the per- 
fect disengagemmt of his a^feetlon99 and the entire reigti of 
God in his heart. Of this disorder he was cured by the mer- 
ciful hand oi iUnl. .The saint, in his loug epistle to Eusto- 
chiuni, exhorting that virgin, who had embraced a religious 
state, to read only the holy scriptures and otiier books of 
piety and devotion, relates, that being seized with a grievous 
^fcness in the desert, in the heet of a bnrning fever he fell 
into a trance or dream, in which he aeemed to htmseff ar* 
raigticd before the dreadful tribuoal of Christ. Being asked 
|>roft'hsion, he answered, that he wns a Christian. Thou 

iiest,'' said the judge, thou art a tJiceronian : fpr the 

works of that author possess thy heart/ '^^^ The judge 
thereupon condemned him to be severdy scourged by angeb : 
jthe remembrance of whloh (Dhastisement left .a strong im^- 
pression' upon his imagination after his recovery, and gave 
him a deep sense of his fauit. He protiiised the judge never 
more to read those profane authors. And from that time/* 
sajw he, I gave myself to the reading of divine things with 
" gpneater diligencije aad attention than I had ever rea4 other 

authors/' He indeed declares this tp have been a dream i^^^ 
nevertheless he looked upon it as a divine admonition,\ by 
which he was put in mind of a fault incompatible with -the 
perfection to which every Christian, especially a motik , ought 
to aspire, from that time h^ corrected this immoderate 
pasmu fer reading the clasmcs,^^ Besides interior trials and 

£p. 18* aiioi SS. ad £iistocb. de Viixinit.— S. Uiopii. Apol. L U 



The fault consisted not in the elo- 
quence of stykfWUiuh St. Jerom proposed 
to MnBelft but in aa atecnhw or ]Im- 
•ionate fondness for that profane study. 
When Rufin objected that lie had broke 
hb oatb in stdl reading the profane clas- 
ncal aatbora, be answers that be could 
not UmovtorhisttcnMiiywbat be bad 
before read, but bad not opened any such 
bo^l UwufbtiKoatbwSBonlysdfsaiii, 



In bis comments on the EpUile to the 
Galatians, L 3. be telb Paula and BtMla> 
ebium that Qiey well knew that he bad 
not then opened Tully , Ovid, or any other 
pa^n author of i>olite li t e r,i1 1 1 re for fifteoi 
years past, and that wUeu any tbin^ttf 
tbemocGuned to bii «iiad» la iSmmat, 
banneinbaNdltai adiesai wlildi«a| 
naiaada 
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teinptttioii8> St. Jerom met wifh many petsfleotibiu -froin Ao 
mirld, of wineh be writes m follows t ^* Would to God that 
'^lall the infidels would rise up together against me, fur hav- 
ing; defended the glory and the name of the L&rd ! I wish 
that the whole world woukl conspire in blainiog my con- 
duotj: that I may, by ilua means, d^taia the 'approbation of 
Jestts Cbriat. You aiie deuiif^if ym think that a Cfaris- 
tian can live without perieeutSon.' He safifers the gveateat 

who lives under oaiie. Nothiiiii is niure to be feared than 
** too lone:; a peace. A storm puts a man upon his guard, 
and obliges him to ejDert hia utniost eiturts tgij^cape skip- 

A ^preat fefafemat tibat timedmded the ehnicb cSJ^jDaotlk, 
•ome aeknowledgiDg Melethis,. and others Baululns, pativ 

arch. The breach was considerably widened when the Apcd- 
Iniarist heretics chose V italis, a man of their sect, bishop of 
that great city. The monks in the desert ofjQhalcis warmly 
took pait in this unhappy divisiop, and were for compelling 
St. Jeroin to deolere to whidi of tbaaa oandidaiesi he adhered* 
Anolber co n troversy among them was, whether one or thi^ 
hypostases were to be acknowledged in Christ. The Greek 
word hf/post(isis was then ambiguQUS, being l)y some used 
for nature, by others for person or st/hmtmce ; though it is 
now taken onfy for thn^tter. The Aidans on one side, and 
idle SahelUane on the other, -songht^to- ensnare the fiiithful 

> nnder the unh^uity of this word. .CHir aaant tbetefore stood 
upon his gnavd agahiat Ibi^r eqitiouff artifiees, and scnswerad 
with caution that if Nature was understood by this word, tliere 
was but one in God; but if Person, that there were three, 

. Teamed, liowever> hy these importunities^ and afflicted with 
a bad atate of htalih, he- left bSa wiUem«is> aiNr having 

• paased in it finu* yenm^ and Mnt to AnHooh t<^ hJpiiriBnd 

• £fngri«a« : A Httt» beibre be left hie desert, he wrote two 
letters to consult St. Damasus, wlio liad been raised to the 
papal throne at Home in 3G^, wluit eonrse he ought to steer. 

• In the iiiit'ihei says l<«m Jpiued in ^^ommupioQ wXih 
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' ymr holiiiM, that 18, wiOi liie cur of JM^ ^ opMilMt 
^MidKl k'iMMr&eehttNliwlnrilt Wlioewr Mtt tbe Imtb 

• out of that house is a profane person. Whoever is not ia 
the ark shall perish in the flood. — T do not know Vitalis : I 
do not communicate with Meletius ; Paulinus is a stranger 
*^ to me, Wihoever gathers not with you, scatters ; that is, 
^he wbo is not OhiM's, betogi to anadbiM^We aik 
whBtilihwotd^gpoitaBk mgiM^Bf llaj Bajr^ A mibiiitiiig 
peftoo. We MMfiwr, tiMt If that be Hie meaning of Hie 
^* word, we agree to it* — Order me, if you please, what' I 
should do." This letter was wrote toward the end of the 
year 376, or in the beginning of 377- The saint not receiv- 
iog^ speedy answer, sent soon after another letter to Dama* 
on tlie same snhjeet^iiii wbitAx he eoii t| q i e a Im heiiaaii 
to answer Iriv ^IMfottltiei^ and. net deipise a aonl for 4vbMbi 
JeMia Ohrtot dlied. On ene^e/' Mid be, <'*ilie Arim 
'** fury rages, supported by the secular power : on the other 
side, the churcli (at Antioch) being divided into three 
parts, each would needs draw me to itself. All the time 
I cease not to cry out : ^ Whoever is united to die ciiair of 
Peter, he is mine/ ''^*«> The answer of Ikammm h not 
•extant t but it la eertain that he and all the Wert Bi6kmem'^ 
ledged'FMitinaapatviaTCibef AnliDoh, endSt Jerom geee i fe d 
^from bSs'bonds at Antioeh the holy order of priesthood before 
the end of the year 877 : to which prouiotion he only con- 
sented on this condition, tliat be should not he obliged to 
serve that or any other- chuj^ch in the functions of his minis- 
'try. Soon after his ordination he went into Palestine, and 
^ted the pKtedpal holy plaees sitnaled in difiei^ 
that country, bnt made BeAMMNn Ms most usnal reaideaee* 
He had reconrte to the al^est^lewish doolers to iifimnn him* 
self of all particulars relating to all the remarkable places 
mentioned in the sacred history,'*^^ and he neglected no 
means to perfect himself in the knowledge of the Hebraw 
^taigiie. For this he addressed himself to. ^msetekilftd 
maongte Jew t «one of Mamosteri, liy.<ihaee*IHjmille>i 

(10) Ep. iQ^ alias 53. ad Dazaas. p. SS.— S. Hisr, Pnef. io .PanUf.] 
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i h$ «mei^gly imtmvod MmMtf, sjK^bo IbiMtaiir^iridi tiMh 
gracefnlifess, true moamt, and propriety of expresiio% ttat 

in he passed among the Jewish doctors for a true Chaldean/''* 
ji About the year 380, otir saint went to .Constaiuiuoplej 

p there to study the holy scriptures under bt. Gregory Nazian- 
1^ -fleo^ who was^ then bishop of that city. In several parte cf 
^ 'Us works he teedtkmii this wUh singakr satiafactkm, tnd 
B, rgTiikade fer the honoiir tad faappiness of fasving had so 
1; gfieftt a nMiter in e^cpoandhig the dkruia oiaeles, as -that most 
ehxjuent and learned doctor. Upon St. Gj cgory's leaving 
^. Constantinople, in 381, he returned into Palestine. Not 
il,* longafter, he was called to Home, as he testifies.^*^^ He went 
I thither in the same yetr, 381^ with St. Paulums of Antioch 
I . oiid' at fipiphwiiiis, who Hinliirtoolr that jonmc^la oltend^ 
^ Muunl wlnoh DU/Mob hM about tho sdbutti AntioA. 
jg Tho two bishops* Utaid the winter is Rome, and than re* 
^ turned into the East ; but pope Damasus detained St, Jerom 
I with him, nnd employed him a& his secreUiry in writiiig his 

I letters^ jui. amwering the consultations of bishops, aud in 
^ Other important alQurs of the church. 
^ j Our holjr doetor soon gdbed at Bomo a universal -love 
iund aitaam, on afloont of bk religious lifii^ his hmnOI^^ 
I 'oklquenoe, mid learning. Many among the ^ief nebOitf, 
J clergy, and monks sought to be instructed by him in the lioly 
scriptures, aud in the rules of Christian ])erfection. He was 
, charged likewise with the conduct of many devout ladies^ as 
.1 St.Marcella, her sister Asella, and their mother Alhina; 
Mrlania the eider (who is Mikes fiunous hf tbe,pmsas of 
St. Jcran^ tiiah'b)r diase of BniiimsO MaracUiaa, FUidtas, 
Lea, Fablok, LMn^ Brak and her daughters, with many 
others. The holy widow St. Marcella having lost her hus- 
band iu the seventh month after her marriage, refused to 
I marry Cerealis, who had been consul, retired to a country* 
hoeiBe near Rome, ai^ made afaosce of a numttic life forty 
.grestabsiofutfais, la a4i,undef>fc|ie' Julius L ediendt Atba- 

• ussMs ^ame te Rome^ *fnMn whein she raastred an aeeflunt 

1 

^^T«S/sd. Damas. p. S15.^») Ep. 16. eC 27. ed. \eit^(») S. Hier.'in Apol ad 
rmntn^Ujif, ll^^M S^WN^ap. h «)iai41. ep. S. sUm 9.«p.sai aliv tS» 
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<if the life of St. Antony, who was then living. She was in- 
stnicted by &L Jevpin in tb« c^oal learnkng el Qie holy 
tcriptnTe^ in which die made gmt progredi» end learned la 
a short thne ma ny things wluch had eoat him ahnndanoe of 

labour. St. Jerom, in one letter, explains to her the tea 
' Hebrew names of God, and the Hebrew words which are 
adopted in the church office.<***^ Id another he explains the 
■ £phod and Terapliini,<*^ and so in others. Bi. Marcella died 
In 41f|andSt/Jeiom wflvifn herfbnaimlekigf to lier 8pir^^ 
dangfater Pkinoipia»(*'> Lea waa at the head of a nHii iaitafj i 
of TiFgliia whom the* initraoted more hy eammple than by 
words. Siie used to spend wliule iiiglUs in prayer; her ^ 
clothes and tuod were very mean, bnt free iroiii all affectatioji 
Of ostentation. She w^ so humble, that she appeared to he | 
Ae aerant of all her sisters, though she had formerly bam 
nistresft of a great nnmber of slavet. The ohnrch Jioaoait 
her memory on the twentynMeond ef Motish. flt. Jafoat - 
wrote her ftineial elogy affler hef deeA In 894.^ I 

Asella was consecrated to God at the Bge of tea years, and 
at twelve retired into a cell, where slu: lay on the ground, 
and lived upon bread and water, fasting all the year, aiid 
lup^ng often two or three days without eating, especially in 
latitat; yet her anaterities did'not impair hat healdi. fiha* ; 
used to amk wlth"her handsj and never went abnmd, naku - 
it was to-vifit the cirarc^MW di the martyrs, and that ahe cU j 
without being seen. Nothing was more cheerful and pleasr 
ing than her severity, nor more grave tlian her sweetness. 
Her very speech proclaimed her love of recoliectiun and 
alienee, and her silence spake aloud to the heart. £khe ne?flr 
apoke to any man nnless upon her ^iritual neomailies; .erai 
Iwf sbter Mamllaimld'hardif eferieehcr. HereesMlatt 
was aimple and lefalar/and in the midst of Rome she kd a 
life of solitude. She was fifty years bid m 884.<«« WMit 
was of the illustrious Fabian family, and beln* obliged to be ■ 
separated from her husband on account of his disorderly j 
conduct, made use of the liberty allowed her by th^ civil 

T. 2. p. 704. ed. Ben — lb. p.6U.— lb. p. m* 8R JaaMQril^ 
T. f. iptt. a. ^61.-4^ a. liiw. «^ IS. a« AiMMU. ib. ^ sa. 
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lawS) and took a second husband. After bds deaths finding' 
this had been against the laws of the gosi)el, she did public 
pepance ia ih,e .most austere and exemplary manner. Aftei^ 
this she sold all her estate, and erected an hospital for the 
sick in Rome, where she smed them with her own hands^- 
She gave immense alms to several monasteiiesy which weiw 
huilt upon the coasts oF iHiscany, and to lihe poof in Italy 
and P^estine.^^*^^ SLe died at Koine about the ^ear 40O.'^« 

^ S. JerooD io tUro letters to Fabiola, p. 574. 586. and iii her fuucial elugy ifrbicli 
he t»ioc« to OeOniVa p. 6S7t 



^ (fi dereral letters of this holy doda# 
to those ladies or other devout per«f()f)s, 
ooQtaio e&celient advice and instructions 
for various states and conditions. Helio- 
6ma bavins Ml Un to tlie <btert of 
^ fHiiilfflig in^ria to return home to Rome, 
St. Jerom wrote him a most eloqnenf 
letter to conjure him to come back to 
bis retirMBeiit. He mm timtw ra* 
proifthw. -Nice Midler,** says he, 
what are you dohijj in your father's 
bouse .'—Renietuber that day, wherein 
you listed yourself a soldier of Christ ; 
tben you tiMik an oatb of fidelity to him. 
ThoQib yoor littki aephew sbovid han^ 
about your neck ; though your mother 
should tear Irtr li 'ir; though your father 
should lie dowii ua the threshold of the 
door to flop you, ttep over yobr father, 
sad Ibllow the standard of the cross with 
dry eyes. It is great mercy to he cruel 
oil such occasions* — You are mistaken, 
Brother, if you suppose that a Christian 
can be witboitt penccution; be is then 
most violently assaulted when he thinks 
himself most secure.— Yon will say, ilcr- 

f^men live in cities. God forbid, that 
sbquld speak evil of those who succeed 
fba apostles, who consecrate the body r^f 
Jesus Christ with their holy mouths, 
who n^ak«' us (.'hristian^, auU who hold- 
ing iht' keyb uf the kingdom of heaven 
in tbeir bands, judge, if I may m say, 
before the day of judgment*** He sbews 
the diffen'uce between the states of a 
priest and of a monk, and deters him 
ttonx cuiiseuitug to be assumed into the 
cleqgr, beeause, tbougb a worthy priest 
aequires a greater degree of perfection, 
;'lt U uot the ecelasiaittealdigai^tbat 



. makes good Chnstians^tt ii not easy 

for nil. men to have St. Paul's graces, ot 
St. Peter's sanctity." He eloquently ex- 
tols the happiness of holy penance and 
solkade, in wbieh beavcn. is Open to na» 

HeliodoriMe determined to return to the 

dp«crt ; hut hoin^ orflnincf! priest was 
obliged to serve the church at Home. His 
nephew Nepotiatf being a young eo(da« 
siastic, St. Jerom wrote to bim eaceileitf 
rules fur the conduct of a clergyman ; 
as, That Christ alone be his portion, so 
that iu bis heart he possess nothing but 
the Lord ; and that thougb lie lire by 
the altar, he ought to be content with 
food and raiment, estct'minsj all the rest 
the portimi of pilg;riins and th** poor. 
2. That Im nt^ver let wumeu couic near 
bii boose, or at least bat seldom s bavc 
no famiUsrity with virgins consecrated 
to Gv'} ; either he acqnaiTited with 
none, or love all equally, and never dwell 
in the same house, ^ith any. " Trust 
not your past chastity,*' says be, '*you are 
neither hoGoK Chan Pavid, nor stronger 
than Sinison, nor wiser tlian Solomon, 
Visit not women alone ; speak not witl| 
tbem fjice to face." He &rbids mabiiif 
feasts for lagrmea $ reeomnHsnds cfaarity« 
prudence, discretion, modesty, and so- 
briety ; hut would have no excess in fasts. 
He strictly charges the clergyman not to' 
have an itching tongue or ears, and tbat 
he never desire to be invited to cQoner| 
and that when he is invited, hr seldom 
go, &c. Ncpotian dying soon after this, 
St. Je^m wrote his panegyric to his un<- 
cle Heliodorus, then Jbi^p of At^no, fat 
which he drains an dsgvuit portraiture of 
tba tbortocm and poecrtaintiy of lif% 
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The most fllo^tridus of the Roman ladies whom St. Jercm 
instructed^ was BU Fftnla^^''^ who engaged him to aectep4 ct a 
lodging in to boiue dnihq; )Ulb«lb^ 



ithe dUifenec aod «bvotion of 
tbe deoened in adorning; the chapels and 
altais of martyrs with flowers, ite. and 
coalmrU Heliodorua with tbe astarance 
IMWiaiflMWWMtbm wttb Cbrwt,in 
&e comfMnqr of tbe faints, (p. f83.) 

Rusticus, a native of Marseilles, and 
a mook, but living at Rome, having 
begged his advice* the saint gsert him 
jfciM<Hwi> bdw t/^ Miftt €Mr bi As ikio- 
lift TCfedAmilidb w|iCiAftft'« 
and con^tint ffervonr, as!?Wutt^ in 
nsfnual labour, readrnsj, meditation upon 
tiie tferiptures, prayer, obedience, chas- 
tity, and fitting, tf e prefers tbe ceno- 
Mdeai IHfe to tliit of femitVy is tMsn 
tfecure, and #o«M lMir« pntons live first 
iti some religious community before they 
tfommeqce hennits. He says, that it was 
H rule in Utie monasteries in Egypt, to 
admit no nmt wlio'iiotilil im 9t li^cRiid imt 
flly inanaKl NXwirr, not so mueh to gain 
K subsistence, a- to prevent bad tbouj^bts, 
and avoid idleness. In siuging the divine 
4rfBoe the voide is not so macb considered 
M tite sAkUcAii ^ fbs lifltit. ** Ml •tttf.'^ 
ffiys be, ** is teamed witbtout A mttttfT, 
nuch less that of salvation. Serve your 
brethren, wash t)ie feet of strangers, be 
silent when you suflfer wrong," Sul He 

]i|Ft ismm faaiafflfr itA pS^net ii h 
fntt meamr to overcome temptatMii 
which he confirms by the following cx« 
jtmple. A young Greek who lived in a 
Biooastery in Egypt, was troubled with 
vlttltllt tdfipttttM of tbe flesh, andntl- 
Aer MiidUDas fibM, nor tbe aiMtie- 
VMfe tbitihenoe, slr^rprthmed by fervent 
•|}rayer, delivered him from the annoyance 
ff this dreadfol enemy. His superior, to 
1*bMtf 1M Mkied Ml danger, gave |irt- 
V»te1|r ohImi to a eeitjUa gnive Mof. 
pinion to bfiiunC bim every wbere witb 
the most reviling taunts and reprdaches, 
and then to come and complain to the 
abbot against bim, as if be bad done the 
is^fUff Wbcn ayntf AjniptMeditt tbis 



tbar I fai tom t tmip f j i t i w mtiH gym %im 

any trouble. To this be answered": 
** Father, I have much ado to live, miieb 
less can any tbougfats of pleasure infest 
my minA." Rurfkoi M tbcQ Mtwabe^ 
toGauL Wherefore St. Jerom bfah bb» 
govern himself by the admonitions oftwo 
holy bishops, that he might never decbne 
on either side, or forsalce tbe kio^s b%b- 
way. fteM ncm fHfnflbt, tba m»it 
reilgioos and feJii'BCiI Mbbop of M^fMHfb^ 
and Exuperlus, bifehop of Tonfcnrfe. Or 
the htfcr he says: "This boly pfClaXtt 
imitates the widow of Sarepta: he fbedtf 
others, and fittts btmself ; noffaing bnt 
the buftger fikl wantv of otlter oMt 
trouble biilk. Re b«fN«ft dfltf^ tit4t» 
to tbe poor, yet no one ts richer tiran be. 
He carries the body of our Lord Jesua 
Christ io an osier basket, and bis prc> 

steps uf tliii gdod bishop, and dtbersaintB, 
whom the pastoral dignity has made 
.poorer and more humble. If you woald 
i embrace a sute mof e^gerfect, |rt out of 
yMr<Mvtt ti0Uiitfy,as MhrnHiidMf SMni 
your Undrttf;. if you have any goods> 
sell them, and distribute tbe price to the 
poor. Strip yourself of all things to fW" 
low only Jesus Christ. ' Nudum Christian 
un^OM itfqcneMr It li Inr^, t <SiMilbH» It 

, ll ^at and difficult ; but tb» rteom- 
peiise is infinite.'* On the rules wbich 
this saint prescribed to holy virgins, see 
tbe life of St. E'ustocbiilm. Ifis lettei« 
to ytMaWi tfiai% Mttlb'itrofig' «ilNnr& 
tations to a reClral piMritniM^ dh outliife, 
to wbich their condition paftlcularfy in- 
vites them. He speaks with great warmth 
against seqand marriages; though fat 
grants tbem ttf ttmS, and. ^tltiM 
lis* 

Among tbis fHtber*s Tetters of spiritad 
advice, tbere is nt)t perhaps a more use- 
ful one than that which be wrote to 
Lsta, wife of Toxoths, 9t. MifViMK 
rt containi fifla Unrtbe educatton dftir 
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Iter fmnfy miglit Mf<e icuui iiiie iDr bbn for iKelr 

spiritual direction, lie telh us that Mart el la, Paula, Blesilla 
d £«itDchiuni ipokcy wrote^ ami recited the Fnilter ia 



frbM» bar §randmotber designed lor a 
i i am i fc mmthtfm Ifl t tt t lnai , Hir 
gntiidfadwr wm a priest of Jupinrf but 
$km rett of their family wcfe Chri?t?ftn^. 
St. Jeruai exhorts them Ut eonvtrc bim 
by tbeir re^vlarity, moiMty,Mid virtooas 
A^afttMBfct • ibotive too ■tWg Ibr 
ma! toe itself t» reiitt. I am persuade 
ed, " says he, ** (hat JupHer iHraself might 
faave believed iaJ«ui&Cbritt, had be bad 
iMb 'b» aMbBOl Md imily as yoars." 
"St. 4erMti pata Lotaia mind tbat ^ had 
obtained her daughter of God at the 
tombs of the martyrs, only that she 
tB^fiit be brouf b( up to serve bini. At 
If bt tejs 49tHM ftba ftii* 
* Let Ittr b« bro^fbt up 
tn Samuel was, in t^ic temple ; and the 
Bapttit in the destrt, in utter i^iiomnfe 
•f vaoity and Vkse. Let lier never hear, 



may condoee to the fear of Gad. Let 

ber nerer b^r hini^ words, nor learn pro* 
fane song& j but a& soon as she can speak 
lit hw IMM 9mm parta of tba pidnt. 

Jib rude boy* mmt come sear hmfi war 

even girls or maids, but such as are 
fitraDgers to ihti maxims and conversation 
of the world. •Let ber have an alphabet 
•f IMt iMMia Midi ti hOK &r hrniy, 
the uamdt «f all which she must koow, 
that she may play with them, and that 
learning be irntlt: a diversion. When a 
little older, let ber furoi each letter in 
Wi^ivilb bw flBgOTv goiM Igr aswlbir's 
band; then let ber he iavtM^by prizes 
and present*; suitpd to her ag;^, to join 
syllables together, and to write Uie names 
^ tlie patriarchs do^n from Adam*' Let 
her ba«« campMiIoM to leara wkb htr, 
that she may be spurred on by emulation, 
and by hearing- their praises. She k not 
to be scolded or brow^heaten, if slower, 
bqt fe» bt iMMirajTed, that 'the Btay re- 
Jotea to iwpM^ add be sorry to sot btf* 
self outstripped, and behind others, not 
envytnt!^ their progress, but r^oicin^ at 
it^ and adcnirihg it, whilst she re^acbes 
berown badcwaidaess. GiMtciniito 
be taken that she conceive no attrsion 

|0 itwiliNb iMtMr WtnnMli mabi te 



np«fr years. 
lc^Mltbe 



Let the warda which she 
mi bety* sneb as the 

names of the prafbMi and a]M>sitkeB. Let 

hi'rrim (low!i the i;;'*»neRlo2^f*s from Adam, 
tiiat even iu thii a t'oi^ation be pre* 
pared far her mtmarj hereafter. A 
leaiter MMAbeiuaHi fct bai^ wbali « 
man both of virtue and learnkng : nor 
will a gre^t sob<>!?tr think it beneath hiai 
to teach her the Arst elements ef letters* 
m AfW«i» A* MaMdtr tba flfaift. 
«1wl ii Mt to be tvUkemmi, wMbesl 
vrbicb nothirts; prcot can be acipiired. 
The very sound of letters and the first 
documents, ar« very difterent in a learned 
aailteMivMhilM Mlit. CeNvmi 
be tak* tbit ikm be net accustoaied by 
fond nurses TO prannunre lia!F word'^, nr 
to play 111 ^old and pur^fle ; the first 
would prejudice ber speecb, the second ber 



tcarw wbak sboedH bai^ afterwa^ 
to unlearn. The eloqtience of the Gracchi 
derived its perfection from the mother's 
elegMMw and purity of lanfaafet and 
that of Het lnl i waa flruMd fteoe bii 
father's bfeast. What young; minds im- 
bibe is SfTirce ever to be rooted outt and 
they are disposed sooner to imitate defects 

\ tba eeaqaaror of the woeM, 



could nf^er correct the faults in hrs o^ait 
and manners, which lie had learned in 
bi^hildbood Irom his master Leonides. 

■ ■ ^n^MA ■ « f «.-■ 

owe ansa aeea awBame wr amia or ii(a* 

ca ri iani ^ et Halt b talkative, or a tippler. 
When she sees her heathen grandfather, 
let ber leap on his breast, han^ about bis 
neck, and sing in hi* ears Alleluia. Let 
bar baanidbte to all* bat dia OMHt be 
apprised aailjr that she it,to be the spouse 
of Christ. No paint mu^t ever touch 
ber ftice or bair* to forebode the Aamei 
of ML^ ^ w«b af 
uncle of Eustochiom, by his orders, 
changed b^r dress and face» to endeavour 
to overcome ber resolution of livini; a 
virgin ; hoi an aifil tbft sane nighty 
said to her ia bir sleep : " Thou hatt 
^aMMaadiag thy ba^bead 
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fnstrnctioii <^ these end mairf otiber devout persons-^ not 
fM> eugiu&s uur saint's tim^aad attentioD^-T)ut he was always 



to those of Cbriit,'«nil pmuaied to touch 
«Im iiead ofQod% w^a witli tbjr MHf* 

Iq^ioiis hand, which shall this moment 
wither, and after five months ihnu shfllt 
die, and unless thou repentest be dragged 
Co bell. If tboa perseverest in thy crime* 
ttott Aait alto Iqte thjr twhtiMl and 
rtildren/' The event shewed repeotaiioc 
catnc loo lat^e to nvert tlip threat as to 
this world. Hell offended God by bis 
cbiUireii. (I Re?. I et 4.) canoot be 
'■Mde a bislMp mho has vidoat obiUrea, 
f 1 Tiai. Mi*) and a waaiaa is to be saved 
by her virtuaa^ cliilrireTi. (ib.) " If the 
faults of growB up age be imputed to 
parents, luucb more are those of an age 
^rtMb kaovt oaitlwfji^iMBd frwn Um' 

left. If you .ire solicitous your daughter 
should nut !>(• hit by, a viper, bow muc h 
more that she be not hurt by the poison 
ot ail the earth; let her uut drink, of 
tlie g^olden cup of Babylon, nor go abmad 
with Dioa to aet tka daivb^ers of the 
world.. Tjet her nevrr play with her feet, 
iiui" learn any levity or vai^ity, Poigons 
are only giveu Ui&^ised Jii houty, unU 
vliM ne? tr daepifa bat when presented 
•nadar tiMappMranoe of virtues. ' 

' He adds f.d^ i-'e, nhcn ?hc f^lionli! he 
«:ro"rn up, that she nevi i- sti)- out hut 
tilth her parents, and trembiu at the 
i%bt of a Bian at tba Bicawd Vifgin did 
•at ttat of at) an^el in the appearance of 
a man ; thr.t she be usually to lie fumid 
in the chtirch, or her chamber; never 
jwn with other giris in noisy pla^8»and 
. navar p> to great banqaeta/llMr it it te- 
euverter teBipenuwe never to Icnow what 
the palate might crave. He will have 
hci- drink no wiiio, unless a little uiixt 
i»ith water, and that only in her tender 
ywait. tHe pmeribes that sha ha atteriy 
igMoraat of tba very use of musical iu> 
Struments ; that she learn, first (ireek, 
then Latin, her native lan^juaj^e,- whicli 
be would have cultivated from ber in- 
fancy with Ibe grotast canestiMat ; for 
bafbiuitmi and 'faalta ttieo learnt are 
scarce ever to be corrected. He lays 
down as caiiital rules, t Ii^t she never swd 
-aay ihkig to ber lather or motUer^ vbicb 



it woold faa a £&alt for ber to ioikatei 
and tbat aha Mwrfa ant but wiCbbar 
mother, to the church or toabt af Aa 

martyr-;. • He adtls, that fche imist read, 
pray, and work by turns tbe whole day, 
rise at night, to prayer^ recite tbe psslmi, 
aad faa ataattatba bowaoftba diaifla 
ofSoe, ou^itis, tiercer sext, noooi and 
vesper-.-. She should learn to.spin, weave, 
and make clothes, but only such as m 
modest, never fine oues, ur such where- 
aritb bodiaa afaiCbaA Ma OMda tba auai 
naked. HarlNd aiart be chiefly routs 
and herbs; sometimes a little fish: but 
she should eat so as always to be huu- 
gry, and tp be able to read or siog 
haaiadittffly aflaf^ naali*' lb 



sAy«» *- :11ia taaiaaderate long fasts of 

mativ displease me. I have learned by 
experience, that the. ass too much fa> 
tigued iu the ri»ad seeks rest at any rate. 
In a loafj^jotfraay sbangtb aMiat bt 
poatad* kat by running the first sta^e 
too faat, we should fill in t!:c niid'He. 
lu Lent full scope is tn i>e i;i vtfu to severe 
fast lug, but mure iu seculars, who^ Uke 
sbell.asb, bava tbair jaiaa laid ap to U«a 
on, than in those whose life is a perpe- 
tual fabt. 'All baths diS))Iease mr w % 
^rovin up vir^n, thoinrh she be aiont; 
hbe utiglit to blu&b hL herself aad uot 
be^r to i»a any part af bar oanbalf 
naked.** He# allows bathing KMoetiaMt 
in children. He advises, that a person 
IVf^t learn the Psalter, and singr it; that 
then by readiug the Proverbs sbe study 
the preeepta of virttia | nait* bgr Mf 
siastes, she learn to daaaise the world: 



and learn by Job patience and piety ; tbftt 
after this i.he |r.iss to the Goipels- (which 
are tu be always iu her bauds) j nexttO 
the Actsof tba Apofltfca,aad tbaEpMlat; 
then get by heai t the Pro|>hets and the 
historical hooks ; 'and last of all, venture 
to take in her hands tbe book of Canti- 
cles, which she will be tbeu prepared U> 
understand iiraspiritiial eaaaa: Baaddf, 
•b» mi^r ba aoM«FMaant in tba works of 
St. Cyprian, and may run o%'er, witLout 
danjrer of <>rror> the epistles of Sr. Atiia- 
uaaiui, aud tbe writisgs of Hilary. 
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ready to acquit himself of all that pope JDamasus recoixi« 
mended to hia care^.and, by other labours, to Tend.tiairipor' 
tut -WfkeB to the oatiioj^c <^iiroh. Po^ Bamasm died^ 
in December SB4, and mis succeeded by SiHbias. ' Haie tree^ ' 
dom which St. Jerotn took in reproving the Tcigning vices of 
avarice,vanity and efFeminacy (which iuveetiv ts several amniig 
the clergy' took to themselves) raised him nifiny j)uweiful 
enemies. The authority of pope Damasus kept them in awe 
iolong as he lived; but after his death, envy and calumny 
Were let loose upon oar saint. Hjs reputation was attacked 
In &e most outrageoa; Wnner^ even his simplicity^ W 
inannet of walking, his smiling, and the air of his counted 
nance were found fault with. • Neither thd the severe and 
eminent virtue of the ladies thnt were under his direction^ 
nor tlie reservedness of his own behaviour screen him from 
(^ensures.^^ St. Jerom^ partly to yield to this persecution 
joi envy, and partly to follow his own strong inclination tCf 
•olttodes ttfter having etaid about throe years at Borne, re- 
jicdved to return into the East, there to seek a qmet retreat* 
He embarked at Porto in the month of,August in 385; with 
his young brother P&ulinian, a priest called Vincent, and 
some others, haviug been attended from Rome to the ship 
by many pious persons of distioction. Landing at Cyprus, 
'he was received with gi^at joy by^t^Epiphanius. At An- 
tioch be Tisited the bishop PiauliniiSy who, when he depaviedt 
attended him a considerable part* of the wBfio Filestlne. 
Jtle arrived at Jerusalem in the middk of winter, near the 

' ■ ^ S.nicr. €p, $S. tA AUIIuii.er.'fS. »1 MtfOtL wp,fS*td fMia* 

He desires Lapta, if it (rifTir-iik to I sent to Bet!)Tp!iPm, consecratpd " herself 



practise these les«;o:ib '-ii Rome, to send 
the girl to her graadoiulLer Paula, aud 
hu amit Eoitocluttiii at BetUehem, 
.'Vhaee het plaCy and edueatioo would be 
more secure; and he promises to be 
kitaself her roaster and tutor; adding, 
Im should be more bt^ooiired by ^aching 
atpooM of Clviit| who is one day to be 
raised to heaven, than the philosopher 
WIS in l^'mg preceptor to tbe Mareiln- 
nian king, who was soon to perish by 
.^abyloniao |Kiison. LbU followed bit 
Hiliiofc $u Fkula Aa Younfer Mif 



to Christ in her graudraother's monas- 
tery, Hiid seeiQs, by tbe life of Su Mar* 
tinian, to have been aaerwani tbe Ibuud- 
rcss and abbess of a new milinefy there* 
Lata imitated nt Rome the excessive 
charity to the poor, and other extraor- 
diuary virtues uf her aMicber>iii-law ; and 
some time after this » emteMid a ttattt 
of perpetual contincDcy ; as St. Jerom 
testifies in hi*? epitaph of Paula. To«o- 
tiu8> who was then hvin?, must have 
takea upon Urn aUke cugageflMoL 
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fitcwe of the year «a4«» Hutitlia^iaf^ tupitg w«iit««]9 
VtgBt, to improve Itfniiiilf |o ••crt4 learning, «sd io tlw 
MM mrfiacl wnetittt of Hbut ■numtamtin At Alex.* 

^^^^^^^^^^P ^^^y ^WP^^^^^^P ^^^^^^F^^^P ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^vw 9^p^^v^p^^ 

]>idymus, and pmfiiedi niBch by hm coiivwtttion in 

38^ jg) He visited the c^ief monasteries of Egypt i after 
which he returned into Palestine, and retired to Bethlehen)« 
^t. Paula, who had followed him thither^ built for him 9 
IWQIWteiy^ V^d put mder bis directioii also the mo||4|pil|^j| 
lof imnfl, which she foundndaadfrnmed** St. J^roBum 
iOfii oUifed to taim^ffilm <mi mooii^teiy^ md for that piif* 



f*^ Didytniw, as St, Jerom, Rufinus. 
Socrates, Sozoraeii, Palladiat,TbecMloret, 
and o4her» assure us^ lo»t bis sight hy a 
iRMMr 'wUdiMI upM tab Ml eyes 
iaMi<iBfMM!y« wfeflti he ju«t hefM to 
leym the alphahet* NevertheleM, be 
•iterward got the letters of the alphabet 
enfc ia wmi^ aad Imniad to dlitkiciiish 
tlpHilwilM tUHlk. Willi 

ofiiired readers and copiers, he he- 
eeqaainted with almost all authors 
ftenfd •ad profane, au4 acquired a tho- 
nafb kofDnrMfft of gcfunmar, rhetoric* 



ft mm fVhnyhy of Plato and 
totle, and chiefly a kuowledge of the 
Inly scriptures, so that be was esteemed 
^ftM MpBoii^, liiaAM |nr%yer t« 
<St. AthiiiiiiM» a«4 cither 
great men, so highly approved his kara- 
pup aad V*pi^* that the ^reat school at 
i^lexaqdria yas conunitted to bis care, 
lit MM Imb ateoft the vear aOB. 
liwiA tentpfe and five years. He com- 
posed cpn^mentaries 09 the scriptures, 
iipd several other works, which are lost. 



|y» book on the Hotg Ghost aytMost the 
Uueoariftai 1a MtMit in SL JbtaoaV 



lAtiQ translation. We have also his 
treatise against the Manichees, published 
ill fireck apd Latin Yxji Combefis t« Auc- 
|ir. iD)U|iii^iiithf |U)ifiia«C the 
]i1gthers't. 4. in Casi&ius, u (» fte. Bh 
short Enar rations on the Canonical Epis- 
tles are extant Bibl. P^tr^mw i^W F#* 
^riciu%, ^ibl. Grac t. 8. ' ' ' . 

TImw nevef s^inw4aliivi)B beop a iqore 
wonderful eaunple of a learned blind mai| 



the moet lively and heantifUl ftnagw ef 
all the obiecjts of natune and art, oust 
be hiiiutolf btiud in bis understaaduiZi if 

^^^^^^^ ^H^^^n *^ ^A^^ ^^L^^ 

iiv umvm oiQ wmir www Mfv von 
blind (iMmiili cradle. We ba«« «be 

English {MMinis of Thoma« Blackiock, 
the blind Scotsman, who was born at 
Annans in lfJU« and entirdy luet his 
^pplghl larlliii «9«Upcat wbm Im| ill . 
mqnths <wL In these we may agreMlMy 
trace the sdeas wlueh a bfiad man is ca- 
pable ff lifmini; of ^1 visible oli|ecta. 
A lata tKtoilBidinarjr mataace of a saga- 
cioue inid wm 0k 9maiMmmm^ 
who was bora m I^,»i|i4ie4 at Cam*- 
bri4ge in 1739. When twelve monrbf 
old^^he was deprived not only of his sigb^ 
but a^4f lite eyes, by »»aen» f f im i l 
ill both ef them by the ^mtellpex. 
succeeded Mr. Cotes io the PI u mi an pro* 
ISessorship of astionomy and isatheinatidl 
at Cambridge, and his treatise of algebra^ 
in |«n 4li> «ii flihof wmMw M 
monuments of his leaiaklf. But tbif 
lay in abstract sciences, and he kneif 
corporeal objects only by the feeling. Tb* 
late Dr. Richard Vcai rompoHed^ in ^ 

after happiness ; but only loat lUs ugl^ 
in the middle age of life. Vet complalnf 
that t^ eyes cyr sense of ochers, by which 
lie vai obliged to leyn, wefn infiV'^apeiity 
or «f|nBs as iU ttttiSi aiia •■ awkwsiAr 
meiMiged by him, as wooden legs ana 
hands by the maimed. Walkup, and tfan 
tru\y pious and eminent F. Le Jeane» 
niSiA Vtf^ Jean f Aveugle, are fmlmnq^ 
of the same Igod^ but lyK |» iv 
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could retain the dominioii, or a propeity in estates, thougb 
by their v ows they renounced the administration, unless thej 
€aiL€rcised it by the commission of the abbot. St. Jerom ako 
tfected an liospitai, is wliiDb be entert-ained {iilgriDas. It 
WW thoaglit lie oontUI mt lie forlher iiit r ee l e jiim the 
Ihiowledge ef tihe Hhbveir Umguage ; hmt ihm wm nol Ut 
own judgment ef ^ metier ; and he applied again to a 
famoas Jewish master, called Bar-Ananias, who, for a sum 
of mcmey, came to teach liim in the night time, lest the Jews 
ahould know it.^^^ Church hiatory^ wiiich is called one ifi 
^ eyes el theology, became a JimNirile ftud^ el mr lueljF 
decrtoip*^ Allthelieftiieawliii^weffielHO^cliedlaiilM-ekitf^ 
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W St. Jerom compiled in 392, hh mrist 
tisefol Catalogue of iiiustrtous luen, or 
£Gclesu8tical writers, in one hundmt 
thlrtj-Sve ebafittn. Beffm 1ftlf« mWn 
ha WM at ComtluitUMfK ie 800. be 
translated into Latin the preat chnonicle 
©f Eusebius, with some flddttions and 
eorrectiaus, aivd contioued it dew» to 
tkakjwiv mtiMiftl*f«IMt Su- 
able treasure* as tiM fftatest part of 
Eusebiai's Greek original Is hxt. Joaeph 
Scaliger pretended to restore it; but 
imposed upon thi vojrldi uoUer tbis tttle, 
terapt pwMmA limn Odremts, George 



without any marks of disthiction. That 
moroee critic, who uercr gave himself 
lasm to digest by rejection what be d«- 

vaaMlgr nadinf all fuitbon he could 
COM ai la areiy tdcaoey UriD abort hi 
Judgment of hb father M&ix^ who bad 
vcadiuicfa less, but thought more. His 
isb censorioustiiess, a mark of into- 



^ BeevMb ce 
MUepr 



ide, is a disl»aovr to 



To return to SL Jerom, he wrote the 
life of St. Paul the first hermit whilst he 
lived in the desert of Cbaleis, aboifit the 
9«ar SaOs that of St. HUarion before the 
fme apt; tad Oet of Ijiicht, about 
the year 390. St. Malehos was bora In 



from Antioch, and leJ an nnarborcfical 
life in the iltsert of Cbaicis, tili goiug; 
home to &eil an that was fallen iff 

him, fai Of Asp to Ai|waB af tiha psiea ie 
alms, be was cMvitd aawy aa|Miie by is 
troop of Ismaelites or Saracpn^. ^iid fell 
to the lot of on? who eai]>luyL'd him in 
keeping skicep. Tbis coudi tiou deiigiited 
biai eaiWwMws^i uid be prayed tad suug 
psabnt eentiovally. He waa etfaHnllce 
to take to wMe a Christian woman, who 
was a fellow-slave ; but hotb agreed pri* 
vately to live in perpetual contioeBC^ 
and kept a greatW MHVfaeiMi Ibssaala 

eaili elNr ilMe aiae a Imaiier aad sister 
would have done. They at length made 

their escape through 'grievoos da»)geri j 
and she ended her lifo in a bou&e ol holy 
virgins. Mekhiis served Gad aeaording 
to Hie mlM at %!■ mcmestiu •tele.seaa 
Maronia, wbieb was the place of his birth. 
St. Jerom, who knew him in this place, 
in his decrepit old age. extols his extra- 
ofdimury assiduity aad iaaBHf ta fnyety 
and yiaj^iiM ai a model Us eonstancy lA 
preserving chastity in the midst of «?worr!s, 
deserts, and wild beasts, be l>eing ready 
, rather to die than to violate hia vq«^ 
shewing by his exas^le, dmC a parase 
couceratad la OmM Me ba kUle^ bat 
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ffB 8. JEROM. '-1 [Sei)t.2,0^, 

Whilst he was an inhabitant of ttie desert of Cbalcis, ha 
Hmw hto pmieigahiiBtihe LtnaferiaA tc himat l o , ASm ^ 
mhappy oomdl'of Ittainl^^iii wi^sh mniy ofHiodtehi^hopi 
luid heen betrayed, contrary W tiieir meaning, into a sub- 
scription favour ;!])le to the Arinns, St. Athaiiasitis, in bis 
council nt Alexandria, in 362, and other catholic prelates, 
came to a resolution to admit those prektes to commnpiony 
II pon their repentanee; JThU hidiilgeitfte dkpleMed jUsa€er« 
hi»hof> of Caglkri^ e peiiom ftimmas lor his seal end wrftuigft 
agahmt the Ariens, in the ragn ef CoBvtontias. He Kisewiie 
ftnA: offence at the Onenfal catholic bishops refusin*: to hold 
coaiinunion v}t\\ Pan linns, whom willi his own hHiul^ he bad 
consecrated bisho[) ot Antioch, in the place of St. Eustalhius, 
He carried matters so far as to separate himself fron? the 
ooQnmonion ofell those who admitted the hisbope who M 
subscribed to the council of Rimtnif even after they bad 
made aTeasonahle satld'lictlon.- .This gave rise to his sebism, 
in which he had some few followers at Antioch, "ui Sni tlitii;i, 
and in Spain, He is not accnsed of any error in taiih. 
Lea.vuag Ajatiocb^ where he had sown the first seeds of bis 
fchism^ he returned into Sardinia, and died at .Cagliariy nias 
years after, iii 371* f . 8t. Jerom composed (iIKalogue agaiiist 
the Lueiferiamy in whkih he plainly demonstrates, by the 
acts of the council of Rimini, that in it the bishops were im-» 
posed upon. In the same work he confutes the private he* 
resy of Hilary, a Luciferian deacon at Kome, that the Arians, 
and all otlier h/eretics aii4 schismatics, were to.be rebaptized ; 
on which acfceQut Bf;. Jerom cells fatiyi the jtlenoaluni of the 
World/*»> ; ' 

Onr holy doctor, whilst he redded at Home, in thj^ time 

of pope Damasus, in 384, ( omposcd his book agrjin-^t llelvi- 
<lins, On the perpetual virginity of the Blei^>od Virgin 
Jfij^xjf^^*^ Tb^t heretic was an Arian priest, a disciple of the 
In^oas Anxentina of A^n» and had wrote e l)Qok,'ln which 
he bleached Ms error, that Mary did not maaiik always a 
virgin, but had other children by St. Joseph, after the Inrth 
f)f Christ, This heresy was also adopted by Jovinian, wbp 

♦See vol. 5. p. 34* uote^^^^'j liier. Qp. t. 4, part 3. p. 28^.— '*?Ub. p. 130, 
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having spent his yoiitli at Milan in fasting, manual Inliour, 
4uui Other aufterities of a mopastic state, lett hu monastery, 
iPettt to Rome, and there began to spread his errors/ which 
mmyhe tUkt/By mlufad ta thM four t ThtLt they who have 
b<w regeatrirtad by haptkm with perfect Mlh, cannot be 
again vanquished by the devil : That all who shall have pre- 
served the grace ot ImptisiDj will liave an equal rewanl in 
Jienven ! .That virgins have no greater merit before Viod than 
izwrried women, if they are equal in other virtues ; and, that 
the Mother of God was not alwe^ a virgin : lastly, That 
abttiiienoelhmi'oertani meats la iixiprDfitabie«t^> Joviniait 
Iffied at Rome in a tnentter aiiitable to hie eensual princtplea* 
Thcnigh he itIU' oalled hitnself a monk, 'and ohtenred oelU 
baey, he threw off his black habit, wore line white stutis, 
linen, and silks, cMiried his hair, frequentt d the baths and 
iftouses of entertainnient, and was fond of sumptuous feasts 
and deticate wines.* St. Paramachius and certaiii odier noble 
laymeiiy were ioandalised at bis new doctrliie» and havhig 
met with a wridng of Joviniafi, in whlcii these erroKS were 
430i}taiDed, eanied it to pope Slfioias, who, assembling his 
clergy in 390, condemned the same, and cut olf Joviiiirin, 
and eiglit otfi^rs (who are named tdgether as authors of this 
new heresy) from the communion of the church. Upon this, 
Jovinian, and the rest that were condemned, withdrew to 
Milan, and fiftricius sent thit)ier the sentenee of condemnation 
lie had pnblislied against them^ wiAi a brief confatation of 
their eirors, so that they wane refected there bjr every body 
with horror, and driven out of the city. St, Ambrose also 
held a council of se%^eji bishops who happened then to be at 
Milan, in which thebe errors were again cundemned/*"*^ Two 
years after this, St. Jeromwrotetwobooks Against Jovinian.^'*} 
In the first)* he shews the merit and excellency of holy viigi- 
iaSdy emimmid §ot tiie sake ef vistiie ; *wliich be demonstmtes 
ftom 8ti Wmdf and otW-petis of €ke New Tsslam^t, from 
^e traiMon end sense of the chnrch, from the celibacy of 
its ministers, and i'wnn the advaiitages of tliia state for piety, 
especiaiiy for the exercises of prayer, though he grants 

(H) Anibr, lep. 42. S. Aug. de Leret. c &2. S. Hieron. 1. ia JonaitOU^ 
^ 8.ABbr.iVw4A sd liridom, p. T. 4. part 2. p. 144. 
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raarriage to be holy ia the general state of the world. JoTi« 
mm hamseM confessed ibe obligatioo of bisbof s to ttve con'* 
tipMit, and that a violadon • W00 «f vifgiiiitjr b « spintesl . 

lo floflie pefsans in Borne, harsh, and derogatory from 
the honour due to niatrmioiiy ; and St. Pa minachhis informed 
St. Jerom of the oflfeiK^e which some took them. The 
holy doctor wrote liis A{K)i(^y to PauimachiuSy sometiiDes 
called his third book against Jonriaisn/^^ ia whic^teshews^ 
ttmkkhowlmkt whkk )^ 4h«lhe 
oommMded mittiiy at hoMmAb anilifiy» ai^ pnHaill 
that he cxMideraiia fiot ami seeotid <n* third iHiiTiages. Re 
repeat ( d the same thing in a li tter wliich be wrote to \)om* 
Xkto, about the same lime, and upon tiie same subj^t/^ 

In ihe year%()4, Riparius, a prieat in Spain^ wrote to Saint 
JafWD, io acquaint him that V^igilnnthif^, a natiire of Con- 
immf mm cidlad GanunvageA, in Gaul^ hot a pnoat ^ Bar« 
ttddMy dtpranated tb« merit of half Tirgmity, and 







■ 





Idolalers and Cinerarians, or worshippers of ashes. Saiat 
J^H>m, in his* answer, exclaimed loudly against those novd.- 
' ties, and said : " We do not adore the relicks ot the niartyrsf 
" hut vehonaar thaw that we may adore him wkaae martyrs 
*^tt^M. W#h0iimNPthf aanrants^thattiberespeetwhldl 

prag^ Ifpartna la aasd Ite Vig^MsUvf^a beak, whiA ht 
no sooner received, thon he set himselif to eonfiite it in • 

very iihai^p gtyle/^ He shew^, first, the exoellency of fk- 
ginity, and the celibacy of the clergy, from the discipHn^ 
obaeryadm the three patriarchalea«if Antioeh, Akxaadria, 
and Bom* lie raidkates the hoamir paid to vmtgn 6nm 

yi||jinintli WKfUttidf AmI Itrir ralhlri fMbmdiridl 

precaums silks. St. Jemn ashed him, if ConstaidiM "W*^ 

ffjB^ af sacrilege, wheA he transkled to ComtmUm^ii^ ^ 

S. Ambr. 1 4. par. 1. p. 175.— W lb, B^3|. mi^ij^ii* ^BTH 

4^ JU «ir. VisUs^ t. 4» par* 3* p» 
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fidU abnim, tf^ ix^Uicks of SS. Andrew, Luke, and TimoUgry 
in tine pwwf^ of wKicU ^ «vxi spirits roar 2. or^ AwanrlhMj 

S^Jt^w io XhiSftcc^ whm Ihejp depodtfA with tbt 
greatest hcmouf and s^kwaity, is a dmrch built in honour 
of that prapUet Dear the Hebckmiou ? lii order to shew that 
the saints pray for us, St. Jerom saith, If the apostles and 
*f aiajpQi9% Imiug im'mg upon dartb^ can pray tor other 
men, hoir mncb nMire may thejdo it after Uieir Tictoriea? 
Have thiy lata pamr aoar tbegr «ve ^tk Jwom Christ t'' 
He Imislfl hiucIi cm. Hie miradea wrought at their toniha^ 
Vijiilantius saul they were for the sake of the infidels.' The 
holy doctor aaswers, they would still he no less a proof of , 
the power of the maityrs, aad| testifying his respect for 
Iheia vettcha and holy plaocai he aajaaf hiwself s ** Whan I 
hare been molested vidi mgpt, eidl tho^ghts/^iir MetarnaL 
illiiMoaaf I hafs not davad ia enter tibe dhnmobea ot 
niartyrs." He mentions, that the bishops of Rome offered 
sacrifices to God over the venerable bones of the apostles 
¥^ter and Paul, and made altars of their tombs. He accu-' 
aatb EUinoQixQs of being the authnr nf this heresy, and says, 
tlMl tf his near docstrine vaae 4rae, att the hMhapa in tha 
iroild voidd be in an error* He defends the histifnttwt of 
vigils and the monastic state : and aays, Uiat a nonl^ eaeks 
his own security by flying occasions and dangers, because he 
xni&truateth his own weakness, and is sensible that there is 
no saiely if a man sleeps near a serpent. St. Jerom often 

an* 

iwa>sd HsBodonis prajr Ihr him whan he shonld ha in 

glory aofl told St. Bsula, npon the death of her daughter 
, BlesUhi She now prayeth the Lord far you, and 

*^ obtain eth for me the piirdon ot my si us.'* * 

Onr sMnt was also engaged in along ueot against Origanisn* 
flaw ever made more nse of Origcn's wori^ and no one 
laa mi d a gsaalea adniiMr of Us aradilira than Jerom 
Mared hfansdr «or # osoridamUa toe bnt ^ 

« 

^M/u^ |u 7.^(^0 JEIji. S4. ^a^^«*) 8«e bu kitcr to riua«, writun be^ 
^ymm%9f. Alwl*%iaMMn«aVML4eKsaiiiUi.ils^ 
INviwiMnn AfslsK* i*^ 
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the fii5l that veTeiral monlu and others had been ■e dttpe J 
into griemi^ orronB bgr theauilioit^ Of Ya» iunne, iiid«0aie 
of Ms writings, our mint join^ St. Epiphaniiu In wamiljr 

oppoc'ing the spreading evil. This produced a violent quar- 
■Tel between liiiii and his old friend Kufinus, after an intimacy 
ojt' twenty-frve years the latter every where ej^qliing the 



Tyrannius Riifinti? ooming from j 
Aquiieia to Rome, ia 3?(t, with an intent 
%p go iiitu the Ku^tf i'ouaU Ihere McUnia, 
lieot upon ih* tmme )Dam<y/sbe iHtvin^ 
Ipst her |)u«band (who was of tke must 
illustrious fanyly of the Valerii) and two 
sons within the space of m»e year, in the 
twenty- second year uf her a«;e. She left 
Ibi^bind her » Utlile too called Pub|ieok, 
%vImi wu tb« penan of that t^rime that 
aSfterward corresponded writh St. Austin, 
according to Tillemont and roiitanini. 
She went to Efypt with Rut'mua in 372, 
w ftintfdii} tHaim, (act «ft«f Rnfimis, 
m RlM«eidi^ te imagute) and bavilif 
spi'iit there six months in visitiri;.'- th<* 
monasteries and ancliorot?, travelltd to 
JtoiVS^iUy aod tjiere led a religious life, 
ftpfinitt leavini; herat Jeraiatem returned 
tb Sgypti and staid there six years; 
aifter which he joined Melania again at 
Jerusalem. (S. Jer. ep. Si. ahas 15. ad 
Marcellam.) St. Paulinus and others ex- 
eeedingly talol tfM vktut of tirit lady. 
8t* Jtnuii fMMi Cbalda most aftctiun. 
ately cong^ratulated Ruflnus upon his 
arrival in Eg;ypt (cp. 1. alias 41. nd Rnfi- 
nuiu,) At Jerusalem, Rufinus, aud seve- 
ral othernoiikt who put thenuelm uader 
hli dfreetlon, lived in separate ceQswkieft 
Im erected upon Mount Olivet t Melasla 
squared her Kfe by his direction, in a 
nunnery which she founded at Jer usalejn ; 
and, for twenty-seven yeacs, entertained 
charitably all pUcrim* and the poor, 
Palladius testifies. Rufinus wit ordained 
priest by John, bishop efJeroMleiBy Moo 
After the year 387. 

St. Jerom coming to settle at fietble- 
bea io tpett Hret a eeMMeraUe 
tiipe with Rufinus on Mount Olivet, and 
niltivated his friendship ti'U the dispute 
about Origen's doctrine produced, first a 
coldness, and, soon after, a violent disa- 
greeawM bemen tlwn. Tbeftnticeii 
of tfut qnaitil were aoiiD wlwn one Ater- 



f hius havin::^ ?tcrused St> Jerom and Rufi- 
nus of Origcnism, the former cleared 
himself by condemning the doctrine of 
Origeii, bat the htter nefowd to d«i it, 
(S. Hier. Apol. 1. 3.) Soon after Saiat 
E{)iphanius arrived at Jenisaleni from 
Cyprus in 394, and lodging for some time 
with the bishop Jubo, was scandalized at 
his great attajchqueat to Origen, aodoouU 
!iot extort fcom him a clear condemnation 
of the heresy of the Origentsts which lie 
therefore bri^an to lay to his charge* 
Leaving him, he went to St. Jerom at 
Betblefaen, inOaoifld hife aeal against^! 
favourers of Origeiusm, and ordained fail 
brcjthrr Pnnlinian fir^t Hrrifon, and tllflB 
priest, in the twenty-eighth yu.ir of hi^' 
age. Rufinus ia thu disputf adhered to 
bis bishop Jebn* This schism or ^mmtl 
continued about three years « hot vas 
extinguished by the endeavours of Mela* 
nia in 3£)7; aiid Rufinus and St. Jerom 
publicly jouied hands after mass in the 
holychdrdbortha Rasttmetioa (Anastasi, 
not Anastasi^ as the new edition has it. 
St. Jerom Apol. 1. 3. p. 4G6.) St. Jeroin 
w^s also refoncil«d with his bishop John, 
and by his appointment governed the 
parish of Bethlehem. (S. ^iilp. Sever. Dial. 
f«e. 4w) Nts brother Paelhiian whom 
St. Epiphanins. took with him afte^ Ui 
ordination, was suffered by John to re- 
side and perform priestly functions in the 
monastery of Bethlehem. Rnfiuus aiKl 
John fave satisfeetlon es to the pnrily oC 
their fiiiitb» but retracted no errok*, be* 
cause tbey had maintained notic. (Sea 
Fontanini, p. 190.) Kufintis and Melania 
made the most eminent saints in E^ypt 
aaeoend visit. In Sfft* and wera pi mint 
at the death of St. hmbu, Publicola, 

the son of Mt l;uii:\^ prJEfor of Rooie,tOOk 
to wife Albiua, by whom he had St. Me- 
lania the Younger, who was marned very 
young to PinluH whose ftther, had bicft 
IBcimoor €iMtfMd.Mm 8h»wM 
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nlhfiritj 9( Ongen,. and. having tnndaled idto hatm ih» 
most eiToneojiis of all 1iia.worka> tbougb it .afteiNnid ap- 
peared by his condact .that he had no design to fyvdor Ae 



' ttfter her maniaf^e otitalDed the consent 

- of her husband to devote herself to t^ie 
dtviiie service in a state of euntinency. To 

' Jttsllt Win this resolution Meiaoia the 

. £Mer, cMbarfcinf at Cteam witk Rofi- 
luis, landed In tweutgr days atNaplea^ in 

" 397» being then fnrf y-c veTi years old, 
not sixty, as rootaniiii ilenionstrates 

, gainst Fleury. They were received with 

'fr«at joy and distinction fay St. Paulinnt 

• at Nola. 

Riifiaas U'ft Melania at Rom<», and re- 
tired to tlie monastery of Pinetiim, situ- 

' a ted OD the sea-coast near Terr-acini, in 
the Campagna di Roma, as Fcmtaninl 
shews against Xoris and Mabillun. Herei 
at the prxrne t re^juest of a nobleman, 
(vkbo was a uionk at Rome, and named 
]kfacarias)he tmnslated into Latin tha 
first book out of the six, of St. Parophi- 
lus's Apology for Orig:en, addins^ n pre- 
face in which he eii;!cavourL'd to shew 
that all the erroneous paasages found lu 
any tff tfai»wfitii%> of that freat man, 
were the intprpolaiions of heretics. Ab* 
stracts of the rest of this Apology are 
found in Pbotius. 

Rufinus soen after, translated Origen's 
four booltt Om pilnelplet^ tbe obfef tonree 
of the erron of thaOrigenists, though the 
tf aTi<ilator says, he corrected several pas- 
sages. This book raised a great clamour 
at Rome as if RoAmu attempted to pro. 
paisatc tbe ^foss errors contained in it, 
thoujch propounded only problematically. 
Rurn.us, however, oht iincd communica- 
toiy letters, of poj'C Siricius, and with 
them went to Aqulleia* 8(riciut dying 
on tlie tarenty-flijcth of November 398, 
his successor, Anasta3iu<;, sent Rufinus n 
summons to come to Rome andjustily 
himself ; but he excused himself upon 
weak pretenee*, and only tent an apology 
fiir himeelf to Anastasius in 400, iu which 
bis profwston of faith is orthodox, and 
very exphcit, as to the Trinity, the in- 
carnation, the origin of spirits, the eter- 
nity of bell, and other pofnts. it, Jerom, 
at the entreaty of St. Paromachius nrul 
ether friends in Rome, wrote both to Hu- 
liaus and Pamniachius against this trans* 



lation. ' Ruanut deftoded bimself by 

his apolo2:y a;;ain5t St. Jerom, divided 
into two parts, called by modern c opiers, 
his Involves, in the first part, be 
ebieAy labonn to remove all sinister ens- 
ign ^ to his faitb or doetllne ; in the 
second, he objects many things to Saint 
Jerom, chiefly as to his writings. St. 
Jerom auswer«d him by bis Apology, 
divided also into two boolcsi IKoAone fo* 
plied by a' private letter to St. Jerom, 
which is lost. St. Jerom answered him by 
the third book of his Apoiqgy, called bis 
Second Apology, wbidi contains littio 
more than a repetition of his former ob* 
jections. He closes it with these \vord<; : 
** Let us have but one faith ; and we shail 
fonbwitb be at peace." Tbe saint's most 
material oljieotido is. Unit Roams hod 
not condemned Origen's Platonic notion 
of (hp pre-prr?tenfp of souls. (Apol, 1. 5.) 
St. Chromntius of Aquileia w rote to Saint 
Jerom exhorting bim to peace. Nutbing 
can be more suitable fbr all peribitfs that 
are engaged in any contest, than the ten- 
der letter which St. Anstiti ?fiit to Saint 
Jerom on this occasion. (S. Aug. ep. 73.) 
Nor did St. Jerom any more Mvlve this 
dispute, to wbleh a seal for tbe puritjp 
of the faith gave occasion, he hexw^ 
a\Vakcd by learned and pious friends, and 
by the indiscreet conduct of Kufinus fa« 
voniAfle to errofs whieb bad taken deep 
root in several monasteries. 

BaroniuSjfan. 400,) Nori-, 'De riff res. 
PhIr^. 1. J.) Perron, fRep. au Rov de la 
Gr. liret. c. 33.) Pagi, (an. 401.' § 1 6,) 
TlHemont, (t; 12. p. m) and Natalie 
Alexander, (Siee. 4. e. 6. art. 31) say 
Rufinus was excomnnnicated by pope 
Anastasius ; but their mistake is ciearly 
confuted by CeiUier, Coutant, and Fonta- 
nini. (1. 5. A 1$. p. 490.) It Is certain 
that St. Cbromatius of Aqulleia, Saint 
Venerius of Milan, St. Petronius of Bo- i 
logna, St. Gaudentius of Brescia, Saint 
Paulinus of Nola, St. Austin, and olben 
always treated him with esteem, and as 
one in the coromnnion of the church. In 
tlie letter of pope Anastasius to John of 
Jerusalem, the mention of Rufinos's ex- 
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rp^MnUM hmiim tS <h« CMgenMi, Hf'ba dented the eter- 
nity ef tile torment aflieU, lidd the pre-ex'istence of souls, 
the plurality of worlds succeeding one another to eternity, 
aod other en ors. St. Jerom could sufter no heresy to pass 
without his censure. Beiiig iDforined hy one Ctesiphon^ that 
tke emmof Fekigltts made great progress In the £a»t» end 
fbat many weieeednced by tlem, he wiote faima short eon- 
lalatiM thefeef hi 414. He agdo handled tAe same qnet* 
tions in hb Dialogue against the Pelagians, which he pnh- 
lished in 416. In these dialogues he writes : I will answer 
••them that' T never spared heretics and ]iave done my 
utmost endeavcmrs that the enemies of the cfmrch should 
** be also my enemies. He was deeply concerned to bear 
of the pludeniigof Sona by jyarie ia 410^ and of theemol 
iiwluB wMeh* svoeeeded that ea^smlty. Many Bomans fled 
'as far as Belhldieniy' and It was the eharttahie employnent 

of our Siiiiit to entertain them, and give them all possible 
succour aod comfort* He was shocked at the sl|^t of such a 



eommuntcatioD, fa mom editions, is mi 

evident interpolation, omitted by Cou- 
tant in his eilitiun tbe X)«cretals, and 
iocoDsistent witk tbe reet of tbe epistle, 
Ib wMeh tbe pope nys, lie leaves tlie 
traotlator's intention to God, tlioiifrh be 
coodemns tho work* and expr<??5es that 
be is mucb di&satMfied with the author. 
Sbias hf • like witrtfce luMS ebaxged 
Rofinus of AqMileia witb Pdbgianism ;' 
but it »?( mnijifest hy several circum- 
stances that the RuAdus, who, coniiu^ 
from Faie&tine to Rome, fra& tiic fint 
(bet iasUM tbet bavwy ietoOtetius, 
was ainedMr penM of sane aeeie, 
vtho is called by Marius Mercator and 
Pailadius, a SyriHii, and survived our au« 
thor. See CelUier and Footaaint. Ty- 
isnaieelUaftBW tMdiMMMnl lMMi» 
8w«fOrisen» aod tbe history of Euso- 
biu8 witli altpratioTT! and additions. Of 
the three books Of the lives of the Fa« 
ibers ascribed to Rufinus, in Roswekk, 
tbeintweteertdaljrwMelgrblait tbe 
teconO was compiled by bim (not by 
Evagriu'? of Pontus) from the relation of 
St. Petronius of Bologna ; the third is 
4be werk ef eletcr writer ^ for tbe deatb 



of St. Arsenios, wbieb is ineBtiofied in ii^ 
happened thirty y«»arg after rhst of RuH- 
nus. No bu«k of this author bxs done 
bfan to mocb honoef, or tbe cbiirdi ae 
■web serviec, es bis vaioaUe Bnpeiittep 
of the Syiebel or t^reed, which he sayfe 
tradition assure-? tHwa^ comptiscd by the 
apostles* HutoMs took too §re«t liberty 

i» bii ■■nail, wee ii breireM eT 

exact In his biatorioal works, ikfterlba 
death of St Chromatius in 407, be re- 
turned to Ronte. In 408, when AJarie 
threatened Rome, he passed witb ihe two 
Melanlas into Sicily, iinsadliig to go wMi 
tbe elder baek to Jemsaleie,' bat beief 
overtaken by «;iekness, in a decrepit otrf 
a^e, he dicri in Sicity, toward the latter 
end td the year 410. Cardinal Noris and 
ISki Cbn^eRniiaMHreliai ettS^aflOsi^bk 
the most unfarouraMe ligfat; CettllW 
(t. 10. p. 1.) and thp learned Justus Fon- 
tiiliini, archbishop of Ancyra, Hi^. Li- 
tereria AqiaUeinsis, 1. 5.) &e. drawaisirer 
portreitete el this Smmms vMa. 

^ Me bsereticii MM|nam pepereisse, 
et omni e^'tssr studio nt boiloe fiodbttifll 

mei quo^tie bottes toenU* 
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Buinlser o§ noble fugitives of both sexe^, reduced at once to 
hm^^^ry ; aftcf posseaslftg imiiieiise riches, now tedusg food 

' aiMk^hcUer* w^ked, W^niLded ; and stilly as diey wandered 
Aouii cxpoacd to tfaeaMulto of fe«rbari«ns^triiDtkoa^t tbte 
liaded with gold t «U Hiese mbeiitt forced tem from ibm 
saint's eyes, whilst he was endeavoniing to find nrMis 
asiiist them. When Deinetnas, daifgliter of the consul 
Olibrius, took the religious veil at Carthfiflre, her mother 
Jn^OM^ and her grandmother Proba, wrdte to St. Jeronir,| 
pffaying lum to give her some ii»etriwitia— ifinr kee doodhKii* 
Iq ordiftr to coin|£^ wiftlk ttair rtqvmtf to wmtehnrirlom 
•letter, io which he dii^cted her how she was to serve Ood» 
recommending to her pious reading, the exercise of penatoee, 
constant but moderate fasting, obedience, hmnility, mo- 
desty, aluisdeeds, prayers at all hours oi the «!ay, nnd work- 
ing daily with her hands. He would have her rather choose 
to dweU in. a nuimery with other virgMM^ than tolive aloaa^ 
«a at that tinie some 

Nothing has rendered the name of St Jerom so {amopt as 
him critical labours on the holy 8criptare». For this the 
church acknowledges hivn to have been raisetl by God through 
a special providence, and particul-^rly a>;sisted from jibove, 
and she styles him the greatest of oil her doctors in expo 1 1 il-> 
jag the divine oracles. Pope Clement VIII. scruples not to 
eitt him a tann, m translating the hdfy seriptures, ^Mmfy 
asMst^d and inspired. He was fnmbfaed wiiii the greetasi' 
Mps for amik an trndertakiftg, Hving many years upon th« 
spot, whilst the reuialns ut ancient places, names, customs, 
which were still recent, and other circnuKstancLs, set before 
his ey^s a clearer representation of many things recorded in 
hoij writ thiui it is possible to have nt a ^^t distance of 
pfttee and time : as the muMtudttcff lizards, and meoaydtKer 
df«imstaiices» whkhsriH ooemr in tibe cooatiy wbem Tirig^ 

* imile hli Bncolics, paint a Hvcly image of his beantiM 

similes and allusions, so that the eye seeiusahnost to behold 

t(hw objects, and the other senses are in like manner struck 

with them, almost as if they were present. The Greek and 

Chaldaio were then living languages, and the Hdbrew, though 

it hfld ceased to be sueb from the tim« cf tbe oeytivi^^ wat 
% 
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not less perfectly uiiderstooil and spoke nrnong the doctors of 
the law in its full extent, and with the true proauaciatioa* 
iJt was carefully cultivated in the Jewish acadtmy, or grettt 
•dkool of Tiberias^ oat oii which St. Jerom had a maatar. li 
h long nnoe become very imperfect, reduced -to a amall 
number of radical words, and only to be learned from the 
Hebrew liible, tlie only ancient book in the world extant ia 
that lauguage. Most of the Rabbinic«il writers are more likely 
lo mislead us in the study of the Hebrew sacred text, than 
to.dfawt us m it; so that we have oow no means to come at 
maojr VQeeours wineh St. Jerom had for this task.<^ Among 



« 10 A certain analogy bettweeo the Ori- 
tam lanptaget anciaitly spoke in tb« 
coutitries near CbaUM, makes their gti- 

neral study of ^ome use for iinHersland- 
mg the Hebrew: but even this, unless 
the student stands upon bis guard, will 
%• ^pCIo brhif Ir ft fbfrisB Mlitnre of 
tkote languages, and lead into wktekes 
in the si^nificAtion of several worrfs 
which appear similar, yet have a diffprrnt 
meaning or extent, as usually happens in 
Memut diatecCs unl qget. The wtitioi^ 
of the RabbiBt ire «»f little service^ and 
most of then of none at all. Their lan> 
gu?.g:e, though sometimes called Hebrew, 
is entirely different from the ancient, 
Mpgft vevy Imrbtraiit GInldftH tlioiigh 
mon pgf i« the par ap h r m of Oi>k<6e 
OB the Pentatetrcb, which is rather a 
version titan a parnphrase, and iti st}*!e is 
su correct as tu have some aOiuity with 
the Gbaldaic in Daniel and Esdras. Also 
the pomplirife of Jonathmi on the ftrtC 
fto^Mtbh m they are called fay the Jews, 
(that is, on Jo<i!r, Ju<Ii^<«?, and Kin^) 
though more uitfusive, is in style sonie- 
tluQg a-kin to it. But the six other Tar- 
fuiMor parapbnacs tbit «re extant« mo 
fifli of childish fables, and the Chaldaic 
lan»"ua^e, in the'r writings, is int(!rmixed 
with Persiaii, Aratjic, Cirt-ek, and Latin 
words: it is purest lu the Tarj^um of 
fcftmleoit 10 eolled faeeanie mtt, ^Mogh 
in the a«fes of its d^eneracy, lit that 
dialect of the Chaldaic which was spoke 
hy live Jews at Jerusalem after their re- 
turn from the captivity. On the Targu- 

i|iim flr TsTgums^ Me Mofia^L 2» tofdt^ 



6. and Helvicus 1. de Parapbras. Cbai^ 
dele. 

The tuollMliDuds, or coUectiom of 

traditioTif, «epm .i<; old the ^ixlh cen- 
tury ; are first meutiuued in the law by 
which Justinian coiuicmQed them. Saint 
Jeron neatkmi the ibnird inMam or 
hvrtp^atis of the Pbofileeii (ep» ad A^, 
and in c. b. Isai ) These tradititms con- 
taltjin^ mon<>trijij^ fictions and pretended 
iniracies about Moses, &c. were com* 
mitltd to writing by R. Jefaudftt 
named hf the Jews, Hakiuidatb or the 
Holy, about t^e sixth century, and called 
Mishna or Mtsna, that is, the second 
Law. This is the text* The Gheniara 
or Supplement, It fteoouMfitary upon it, 
and was added soon alien Both tofether 
are called the Thalmud, that is, the Doc- 
trine. The Thai mud of Jerusalem i? the 
older ; but that of Babylua, cumpUed by 
the Rabbins Ase and Jese, in Penio* after 
the year 700, to most used; ftnd ki the 
greatest esteem among the Jews, tb« 
former bein^ ob'^fiiw and un intelligible. 
Both abotind with blasphemies against 
Christ, and monstrous faUes; Rar ft 
i|RNlimB,seeSlktut Seaeoeift, Bibl. Siuo* 
tsB, L S. Tit. Thalmud. p. 134. Or, in 
our own laivj^i^r^^r^'j Mr. Stepheltn's Rab> 
binical Literature, printed at Oxford» ift 
ir.5. Nevertheless, certain rites, pro- 
veriie, and maxine in the IHmmi, illmtvale 
some oM Jewish costons and icfii^Md 
allusiotis. See Mr W'>ttoji'sMi';fellane<>ue 
Discourses relating tn ilie Traditions and 
usages of the Scribes and Pharisees, Lion» 

dftSfina. ThftCftnates,socfttMftni 
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others, the Hexapla of Origen, which he possessed pure and 
entire, were not the least : and, hy comparing his version wiiU 
llie present reinaius of those of Aquila, Theodotio, and Sym- 
machus, we find he had often recourse to them, especially to 
tibat of Symmachus.^^'^ Ahove other conditions, it is iieees<* 
tihat an interpreter of the boly scriptures be a snao of 
prayer and sincere piety. Tbis alone can obtain li^t and 

[<<i)^SejB Calqaec^ pis8»sur la Vui^^t*. 



Caral, wbicU signi&et a learned roan, are 
atmallaaekof Jemiii tbeBatt»iKiftalfy 
bated byllwrert. • Then i^|edttlM Thai- 

mud or traditions of the second Law. See 
MiKpueCt liistory*of the Caraltes, at Jena, 
1701. Scalig^er and^ the two Buxtorfs 
pretend diejr M* tbcTdweeiulaiitf isi (he 
Sadduceea ; huA are certaiuiy mistaken. 
For the Caraltes speak well of Spirits, Siv. 
See Rich Siraun, (Crit. du V. Te^t. !. ! 
c. ^d.) Lamy, &c TheTbaituudioU arc 
potterior to St. Jerom ; but h« oondeaiiied 
those 6ctk»ns npoi) which they grafted 
tlif'ir system, nnd of which the famous 
tL A)iiba,who adhered to Barcbochebas in 
Jus rebelUoQ under Adrian, (for which lie 
lufliered death) ia said to bava bean Uie 
chief author. See Bruckcr, <Rist Grl* 
tIeaPhiios-. t. 2. p. 820, 

The Masorete doctors, who flourished 
at Tiberias alter St.Jer*Bi's death, in- 
vmtad iDTitieal niks to y w iem the He* 
brew text entire ; and are said to have 
speoilifd the number of the vcr^^es and 
words contained in each book. '1 he older : 
Masora was oooipoaed befiore th^ inven- 
tion of vowel points, and coatifti of roar- 
ginal marks called Kcri and Kerib, in- 
vented tu shew how certain words are to 
be read. The later Masora was made 
■lltr tha lafeutiaa of the fowd points. 
Its ruies seem entirely useless ; tlMoe of 
the former Nfasora might have been of 
some «.* rvice if tlse Jews had understood 
or (ivea attenttoa to them. Of the an- 
fliant Rabbiolcal leanaiaf nothinf Is ci* 
tant bvt the Masora and the idle 



From the ii\t!i a^e no 



of the Thaltntuf. 

learning flouci-lied :«iion^ the Jew^, till 
Studies, iu the eie^eatb, were revival by 

Vox.. iX. B 



an emulation of the Saracen MussulmaDs 
and tha Christlaas, as Ifotinus, Fleury, 
and Brndcar observe. R. J uda, tnmamad 

Chiug, compiled the fii-st Hebrew dic- 
tionary f which be wrote in Arabic charac^ 
ters) about the year 1030. &. Jona com* 
posed near tha B%BM time agood Hdbmr 
grammar; but neither of these has been 
printed. A shoal of Rabbinical writers 
fucceeded, whose works are full of idle 
subtiities, impious fictions and cabalisti* 
cal ot ridiealoiis Bystieal iotarpiataliaBB, 
kajgODg all the Rabbins very few haya 
wrote «;o as dt-'^erve the least notice. 
These are cluetiy Aben«Erra (who died 
in iltiH) and R. MoweA Ben Maimon, 
called Ij^oMQides, who both floniisbefl 
at CMova, but the latter (who made a 
ff<mo!js abstract of the Thalmud) dued at 
Grand Cairo jii 1305. R. Kit^cbi (who 
lifod also ita the iweJ/'tfa century) pub- 
lidMd a «aiy saod Habsaw Orannart 
and R. Elias ILevita, a German, wh» 
taught Hrbrew at Vcnipo auH Rome, 
shews himself in his works generally a 
good critk. R. Uauhi, and the autUpif 
of the Thalmud shew at Uifj^ that tha 
Rabbin^i learned the si£^ni6catioii of many 
words from the ArahtjC and other lan> 
guages by ver^ precarious and unoertain 
rales. 8eeMoria<EKereit.Bibl.#. a.Sj 
and F. Hoaora (Crit 1. 1 . Diss. 5. p. IM^ 
John Fxjrster, a learned German Protes- 
tant, says the Jewish Hebrew books and 
comments have brought more obscuritjy 
and arror than light aod tratb ia tha 
study of the Hebrew text, (in nictk>i|y 
Hebraic.) See Calmet's Diw, fOT ||t 
Ecoka des ^Mabr^i^ p« fl^ 
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succour front heaven, give to the mind a turn and temper 
which are necessary for being admitted into the sanctuary of 
the divine oracles, and present the key. Oar holy doctor 
was pr^ared by a great purity of heart, and a life spent ia 
penance and holy contemplation, before he was o^ed bj 
God to this important undertaking. 

A Latin translation of the Bible was made from tlie Greek 
in the time of the apostle?, and probably approv ed orrecom- 
TOonded by some of them, especially, according to Rutinus,^**' 
by St. Peter, who, as he says, sat twenty-five years at Rome. 
That it was the work of several hands is proved by Mr. Mil^ 
who, during the ipaee of thuty yeaca, examined all 
editions and .venlons of the sacred text with indefbtigable 
application,^*^^ by Calmet'^*' and Blanchini.^*^> In the fourdi 
centnry great v.iriationshad crept into the copies, asSt.Jerom 
mentions, so that almost every one differed Z**^^ For many 
that understood Greek, undertook to translate anew some 
part, or to make some alterations from-the original.^^'^ Hov- 
em, as Blanchini observes^ these alterations seem tobsve 
been all grafted upon^ or inserted in the first translation: 
for they seem all to have gone under the name of the Latin 
Vulgate, orComTMOM Translation. Amongst tliem one ob- 
tained the name of tiie Italic, perhaps becfiiise it was clileHy 
used in Italy and Rome s and this was far preferable to all 
the other Latin^ditions, as St. 4usthi tei^e?* To jamcf^ 
the inoouTenlenee of this variety of editions^ and to eoireot 
the feults of bold or careless copiers, pope Damasus* commis- 
sioned St. Jerom to revise and correct the Latin version si 
the gospels by the original Greek : which tliis holy doctor 
executed totlie great satisfaction of the whole church.^*^) He 
afterward did the same with the rest of the New Testament/^) 
This wprk of St. Jerom's di£Ser$ very much in the words from 
the andiiit Italic. It-insensibly took'plaoe m all Ae wcsleni 
cOiurches, and is fbe La^ Vulgate of the New T^stwi^ 



* W Invect. 2.— (43) Milles ia Prolegoin.— C*^) Diss, sur la Vulsatc.— (♦^ PmSM 
Bnnselium (^uadruplex.-^ Ifi«foa. 9nAU Jotne^^JW St (xtg. ^ Cbiist. I. 
A 11.^} St. Hier. Pnef. in Eyxag. ad OMB|i. t» 1. p. 10$. St. 4l)S. flfk^k IS 
Htevpa.*^^ at Hiw. ia Cilia, c ISS. 
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wfikfh is n6w irh€re in vLseS^ The edilScni at tike Or^ek 

Septuagiut which was inserted in Origan's llexapla, being 
the most exact extant, St. Jerom corrected by it tlie an- 
cient Italic of many books of the Old Testament, and twiccf 
ihe Psalter : first, by order of pope Damasus at Kome^ about 
liie jear 882; mi a seoond time, at Bethlehem, about di6 year 
899. 

His new franslation of the books of the OH Testament^ 

writ ill Hebrew, made from that original text, was a more 
noble and a more ditiicult imdertaking.i'') Many motives 



<«) Lucas Bnigenfits te«itifips that he 
•aW iu the abbtgf Qi Maioiciiia MS. coyy 
Of all St. Pttiirs epbtles in the UMient 
^■86 veMoB. (ktHMt, t. 4. par. 2. p. 32.) 
D.MaPtianay ba» published that vprsion 
iTf St. Matlbew's ai'ospol, and the cpi'^tle 
of St. jHmm, t>eude8 the books of Job 
md Judith Fdu MSS. copiM iH the 
fOBpeU in tbe old Italic vtnion have 
been Ibnnd^ one at Corbie, a spcnnd at 
Verceni,(inthe handwriting of St. Euse- 
bius, bUbo|> uf that city» and martyr^ a 
tftritt at BMictt, M % fMirfcfa atVerofia; 
nndbavebMn all aceantely printed toge- 
ther by Blancbinf at Rome, in 1748, in 
folio. And wc may hope to see the ancient 
Vulgate or Italic entirely restored* 

It is certain tint na lowal points 
«ere ltno*n in Bebi^w mrittoga in the 
thn^ of St. Jerom. They Were probably 
iftvented at Tiberias, abont fifty years 
afber his deatli,by the Jewish doctors, whu 
flkeA tliett ai they had teiioed la read 
tht MUifrffjr tradition. Thte Jem in their 
synag^ogues stitt usb bibles without points. 
TheSatnarlrins havt^ none. Simon (1. 1. 
<c. S.) thinks the Jews learned them from 
ike ftrtbs w)ui1in«irt6d tocfa pdntiibr 
. wdm!t» under the caliph Omar I. to aMer« 
taiti the reading of the Alcoran. The use 
of these vowels being so mo<!ern, they are 
r^ected or changed by critics at discre- 
tiittf aiMl many novir expunge Uiem. See 
Cmnft*! and V^nee't Diit. On the ^el 
puims, prefixed to the French comment 
cn Esdras. But by what rules did Saint 
Jerom and the ancient Jews read that 
In^age f If they read the scripture by 
^mkm, how did" tbejr reaa unknown 
mHiafi^ Hmr did Jo^imitowf il Pa. 



vid's order by letter to contrive the death 
uf Urias ? 6ome think tliese six consap 
nants supplied the i>laee of vowels, Jlq^k 
(K) short a, He (n) short e, Fak 0) «, 
Jod (^)\, Chcth (n) long e. Jin (r) loi« 
a, Mr. l^ciij. Kenuicot (Diss. 1.) says 
tl (L the Jews, after the invention of vowel 
Points, omitted aiMM df ttwia edneooanti 
in their copieaof tlie Bible, and snbsti* 
tilted point'? equivalent to theni^ ia 
order to write with irtore facility. And 
F. Giraudeau m his Praxis Lingus Sane* 
(oontafotng a Rdirew Lexieoii lika 
tlie Greek Lexicon ol Schrevelius, and a 
grammar) printedat Rnchelle 1757, adds, . 
that where none of tiie^e vowel Jetterj 
occur, 0. is to i>e understood. Thus 'Ul 
(Jer. fauati)ii rand by it Htm» 4M«r, 
that isy ipeakp by some ddbar, that is, a 
speechf by others def)er, that is, death or 
pestilence ; but, according to this author, 
is to be pronounced dobor. But, to. over* 
torn the «AK»)e system of the pnmunel»* 
tiott of a langiia|et and to found a mm 
one upon mere conjecture, is as wild a pro- 
jeer the late tnathematician's scheme 
to change ail the received terms in alge* 
bra and geometry. To free the Hehnw 
grammar (torn so great an eneumbcanea 
would indeed be a happy discovpry, pro- 
vided it could be done without ^ greater 
inconvenTence. Oibwwise it is better to 
be content to ondentaad oM iBOther la 
Chii dead laQg«MS«k vil^nt aiming at 
a perfection which is now impcissibie* 
Who can hope now-a-days to speak Uitia 
or Greek so correctly that bis accent ami 
language would not ham taemed haite* 
nus, and some times nniotclligil^ 
Cioiro or Pemoitbtoef ? 
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con^rred to engBgerliim in this work j as, the earnest entrn* 



ties of many devout and Olostrious friends, the preimiioe 
of the <Hignial to any verdoa how Tenenible soerer^ and the 
neoesnly of answering the Jews, who in all disputatimis 
would allow no other. He did not traoslate the books in 
order, but began by the books of Kings, and took the reil in 
hand at different times. This translation of St. Jerom's was 
received in many churches in the time of St. Gregory the 
Great, who gave it the preferenoe.^"^ And in a short tisM 
afier^ St. Isidore of Seville wrote that all churches made vse 
of it.(*'> They retained the ancient Italic version of ths 
psalter, whieh they were aeenstomed to sing in the divine 
office ; but admitted by degrees, in some places the first, ia 
others the second correction ot 8t. Jerom upon theSemity; 
and this is printed in the Vulgate Bible, not his translation. 
The old Italic without his correction is still sung in the churcli 
of the Vatican, and in St. Mark's at Venice. The hooks of 
Wisdom and Eodesiastieus, the two books of the Msdiabssi ; 
the prophecy of Bamcb, the episde of Jeremy, theadditioiii 
at the end of Esther^ and the thirteenth and fourteenth 



(!>o) S. Greg. M. 1. 1. bom. 10. u. 6. in Ezech. 130, Blor. ia oftp. 30. Jfib. ca^SSi 

n 62.— (^^^ S. Ifiidor. 1. I. de Offic. Eccl. 



* Oar IfDonuuse of the Hebrew pronun- 
ciation appears most sensible in the 
scripture poesy. Josepbus, Philo, Eus^ 
bins, and St. Jerom assure us, tb^ tbe 
vettiftcaiiiMi Is tlie PMSmt* mod otlicr 
poeUcal ptrU» It roost perfect, both in 
measure or feet, and in rhyme. Yet 
neither can be discovered by us, insomuch 
that Calmet with many others have fail- 
did tt oooftbted merely in a poetkel turn 
cf die l^nuei, and elevation of senti- 
nient. See hi» and Fleur\"s Dissertations 
oil tbe Hobrtiw poesy,' and Mohdi, Diss. 
17. p; 502. But tbemoit ingenious Mr. 
Rofa.*Lowtb in fail Praelectionet de sacra 
Pi t^i Hebrseorum, clearly shews that the 
I*salni5 and other poetical parts of the 
Hebrew Bible are composed in beauuiul 
Mtre^ nbMk appean ffoin tbe lueft- 
a^red number of tyUables, the licences, 
never allowed but on such occasions, as 
tbe elision or addition of leUeiPi, <*r^ i 



other Uka cSieumstancM. • To preceed 

from the two first historical chapters of 
Job to hh discoune which is in verse, ii 
no less a change than from Uvy to ^ 
Into Virgil, (p. S9. 187. AaJ ^Ihat 
tbe study of sacred poesy wai'aprotosioe 
anions^ the Jews, is clear from Ecclcs. xlir. 
5. a Keg. iv. 31, &c.- See Mr. Lowtk's 
elegant wurk displaying at large tbebMi^ 
tics of tbii moat subUma and tabiMlf 
poaiy, enriched with remarks entirely 
new, and with noble ^ays of some Latia 
translations, as that of the Ode of liaiss 
on the dettructkm of Babylon, sb. aiv* 4 
p.d77,ate. AworkwUeboMarhtjostl; 
esteemed the richest augmentation whidi 
this branch of literature has lately 
ceived* We read also with pleasure eh* 
MmtwM on tba Bcbnio t ai i Mliii tl w ii 
the treatise of Robertson, On the true 
and ancicsi. Method ^iMdiif tt»fi« 
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chapters of Daniel, and the Canticle of the Three Children^ 
are hi the anment Vulgate, because they were not translated 
by St. Jerout, not being extant in Hebrew or Ch^daic. The 
Mat of the Old Testament in the present Volgate is taken 
from the translation of St. Jerom, except certain passagjes 
retained from the old Vulgate or Italict^*^ 



(o) This was declared hy the council of 
Trent, in 1546, an authentic version; 
liy wbidi d«cre« it not aieatit^ any pre- 
ference to the Original Texts. See Pa! - 
lavicini, (Hist. Cone. Trid.) Walton, (Pm- 
lejf. 10. in Polyglot.) Bellarmin (De 
Verbo Dei, 1. 2. c. li.) and Literit ad 
l4ioan BrngMM. CapMi ibtis tSOS, and 
Sim. de editions LaUaiVul^tft, printed 
at Wirtzburg in 1749, and in the npvv 
French Bible with notes and dissertations, 
at Paris 1750, t. 14. p. I. A correct edi- 
tion of tbtt Volgatt m poUiriied at 
Bmne hy Muritr of 8b^m V. in the year 
ir>90, the last of his pontifiGate: and 
anothermore correct in I.^f>2,by order of 
' Clement Vill. ; and again with some few 
luneiidiiienta io 1593. On the conroen* 
datioa A* JjdSn Vwitg^ lee tte 
•blest prot49tant critics, Lewis De Dieu, 
Drusiu<?, Mille«?, Walton, Proleg, in Po- 
lyi^Iot, &.C. Cappetl hail adopted many 
raMbtgs of our Vulgate in plaoes where 
ih9 mmim M96. of the H^biwr were 
eorrapt. Crit. sacra, p. 35 1 . 371 . 

How difBcnlt an iindTtakine" '^nrh n 
translation from the Hebrew is at pre- 
iMit» appears frofn the miscarriaj^ of 
muBf nedcTW. Hvm ftnXtf we flesa*s 
and Erasmus's Latin verfifon^ of the New 
Te<'t:\meTif ? Ortboepof fh^ Old hv Pr^ej- 
niuus. Anas Montanus, Luther, (whose 
•bamefal ignorance of the Hebrew ia«i. 
Coege Kihlttied bfn eonteiiiptlble to fats 
iPiniiest friends) Munsfer, (whose trans- 
lation qfif^k"? flose to thf» Jewish }>rir-\- 
phrase and Rabbins) Leo of Juda, author 
of the translation catted Vatable's Bible, 
SiMiileKii, (ivkoni Besft, Ac seventy 
eeoMired) Luke, and Mt won Andfew 
Osinndcr, (w ho only corrected «ome parts 
of the Vulg;tte by the Hobrf'w :) lastly, 
that of Junius and TremciiiuR, (the latter 
eT wbom was ham % Jew.) Tbia last 
trantlatloD is [iie Bj iw d hf the English 
ptoMaau^. Imt llK«wiideditloii« 



corrected by the authors, is not less essen- 
tially defective than the Arst, as Drusius 
a learned protettant critietlMe invincibly 
demonstrated. Tlieljl^ Style is vicious 
and affected: prnnoMns are often added 
whirh ar*> i>ot in the original, and fre- 
quently other words ; and the authors 
often weader f ran tlie leme. 

It cannot be denied that the Hebreir 
text i<; now drfrrtivc through the fault of 
copiers, as the ablest Rabbins acknow- 
ledge, and a& appears mauife&tfrom the 
genealogies in Aoatiponienon and several 
other places. The truth of this assertioii 
is demonstrated by Mr. Kennirot in his 
work entitled r The present printed He- 
brew Text considered, OxL 1759* Diss. 
p. fte. See also Ids Diiaertatien on 
tiw same sabject, which appeared hi 
1 753. He pves the history of the Hebrew 
text which he affirms was pr^erved entire 
until the return from the captivity, and 
even later* a copy of tbe tatateucb liav* 
inflieen, by tlie order of Moses, enelesed 
in a chest and kept close to the ark. 

Morin allows hot five hundred years of 
antiquity to the famous MS. of Hillel, 
kept at Hamburg. Houbigant says he 
knew no Heliiew above tiK or seven 
hundred years old ; few that exceed two 
or three hundred years. Tbe oIde<;t in 
France h that of the Oratorians de la rue 
S. Honore in Paris, to which Houbigant 
ullows seven huodred years. AeeonHnf ^ 
to Abbe Sailer there is not any in the 
kind's library at Pnri<; o^der than four 
hundred years. The Domiuicaus of Bo- 
logna in Italy have a copy of the Penta* 
teoeh (dsseflbed by Montfeueon IKar* 
Ital. p. 899.) which was looked upon to 
have been ancient in 1308, when tho^e 
religions purchased it from a Jewwho pre- • 
tended it was written by l::lsdras: this 
copy is supposed to be alMKit nine lion- 
dred years old. England ako possesses 
t«rovali»UeMB8.oneettbe|Mateticl|^ ' 
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St. Jerom's tnutsbtkui of the BibhMg o(ffr«e% publi^ieA 

hy Dom Martianay, under the title of his Sacred library : 
this composes tiie first vohime of his works in the Benedictin, 
Cation* This saiot ascertained the ^^graphical description, 
Cil^ajicieiit Palestine, by tianslating, oorrediiig^ m»A enki^ij^ 
Biuebttts's book) On the holy pkoes, and bf his lettm ^ 
Dordanns and Fabiola. In sev^eral little treafiaes and epis-' 
ties he has cleared a great number of criticuJ dililcultiej 
relating to the Hebrew text of the Hi>l v Bible. In his coth- 
iirentaries On the prophets^ he enquires after the sen^eoithn 
Hebrew text or Trath, as he ealls it to which he scrnpa« 
lously adheres, though he conipores it with all the andent 
Greek tranalatioBa. He adds short allegorical explicatkm, 
and professes that he sometimes inserts certain opinions and 
interpret it iou^i of Origen and others, without atloptiug or 
approving them. His commentary on St, Matthew he calls 
^Hply an essay whic^ he wrote in the compass of a few days, 
ta satisfy thj^ importimity of a ftiend^ with an intentioD to 



Mis otiwt cC tlif mMimtap d th« Old 

TfitaBltMtft ^ aboat seven hundred years 

ohl ; th^'v are In the Bodleian library. 
(Keanicut« Dm, I- p. 316.) The mast 
famous HS, of the Saaiaritan Pentateuch 
Ictpk «t NtffiMiae (tlw «toi«it Sidtero 
inear noMOt Gariziro) is not alxne five 
hundred years old. 'Kenn. Di-^. '2. ]>. r>-ll 
That which is seen in the Anibrosiau 
library at lli^Uan may be more ancient. 
(Montfiuie. Diar* p. n») The HAr^w 
IMS. of the VatiMn i«Mid to hm been 
Ulitten in 

The late Ijutin translation hy Ilouhi- 
^anl, the French Oratoriauy of the Old 
TmUmmtf from tli» Ikbvev original, 
and of tbe Dmiyo wiMMnicit. or sacred 
bookv wliich are not in the [Jebrew canon 
froni the Greek, is a work which does 
honour to our age. The beautiful cle- 
pmeit, eDnrgy, and pier&picuity of the 
vtyle cmnot be suAciMitly coouMnded ; 
ft paraphrase upon it f^ccnis usele^<;. The 
Annotation*; are st) concise, judicious, and 
useful, that a separate edition of them 
•revW be very sefvleeablato private tUh 
dentAi But the author seems s(MiieU|iieft 
too bold in correcting the Hebrew text 



whieh ii« hvmtimr, teterebie i 
witb OMhdesty and reserve, where the ne- 
cessity appears evident. Some would have 
thought this worjk more valuable, if the 
criticism, in some points, had been mure 
roodentei $mAitimmn»ipkmtM 
deference had bfsen pftUl'tOtlMk 
authentic versions. 

Grotius, Wiiils, and other protestaat 
critics have shewn their judgment, by 
their fiMquent reciHOMi to tbe Valfititto 
determine or correct the sense of the ori- 
f^ifial, even in the New Testament, which 
IS mucli more frequently of use in tbe 
Old: though the .loest autbeo^ ver- 
sionii, to tbe Sevcpty for the faeeks of Hbm 
Old Testament, and tbe Latis VMlpiiU^ 
receive p:rrat: help= fr^m the comparing 
of the origiu.il texu, Hluoii, notwith- 
standing^ this distance of time, remain 
originals, and oftMi add'sroiileieek per- 
spicuity, and ligbt.to^senseof tbe beit 
version^. Whence the church. ha5 often 
strenuously recommended the study ot" 
the sacred languages. Uer general, 
couoetla litfeMeied profeiten of tbeee 
la^icuafiet .to be eppoioted for that pur- 
I>ose in all universities, ^c. In ^hii Stinf 
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eiilarg;e and improve it ^hen he should have leisure for suck 
aiu iiTidertaking, which he never found/'*^ 

St. JeroiDj^towaTd the end of h» life, was obliged to inter* 



(P) St. Jerom's style in his rommen- 
tiiri<» on the scriptures is very diUWrent 
liom that of bit other woiki. In them 
Im banislMfl* «U the flowert of riietoric ; 
OQ which account bis discourse in these 
is somewhat dry, thonn;h it is pure, and 
joins g^reat clearness wi^th simptK ity. This 
lit tlwught btt^t to toik tllO dignity «lld 
tmapl&eSity ot tto dmno omles. In his 
otb^r writings he strove to give his style 
the highest polish. In them his thoughts 
apd expressions are uoble : he is always 
lively and clear, aod adomt bit diseoune 
wHIl a ^^oodeiflil varioty oS tufprliitic 
turns, and dexterously employs sometimes 
beautiful fig'iire'? and sometimes logical 
siibtilties; he olcea introduces some of 
tbe finest strokes of the b<rt pbMoiopbers 
and clHiiciy and corioas tbiiigs from 
oome of the arts and sciences. All these 
parts are so exactly adapted, that they 
seem to l>e every where in their natural 
place, so that bit disooarse may he com* 
fsM tl^Mi Mid iiOfk,#hen tiMT pleoHi 
are bo artifiqMly put together, that they 
seem to be made for one another. But 
this way of writing appears somewhat 
too much a£[cctal, and overcharged. 
Meitber h fedt ttyle jrcgular, tiie 
judicious Feoelon ; wbOt nevertheless, 
adds, that thmi^fi it has some faults, he 
is a far more eloquent writer than most 
whose names staud furt^iuu»it in the list 



Dom'Martianay, a Manrirt vonk, well 

skilled in the Hebrew ton^ne, published 
tbe works of this fat Ks r- m live volumes, 
folio; the tirst vuiuiue in 16^3, the 
Itet in 1704. The book, on Hebrew 
ffaaeei> and ellRr erttical woilcs of Saint 
Jeroni w» r^ extremely incorrect in all 
h'rtiK ( cd i ; ions, even in those of Erasmus 
and Manaiius Victorius. This of the 
Btaedietfai nMMik bat d^temd tbn high- 
est eonoBendatioi^ of DrvOkve aod 
otbfr=. Yet it is not complete ; and the 
editor, thonff-h in this work he !ias shewn 
more Judgment and erudition than in 

* tooM wmtSkttnaUt hm mtit att a fcud to 
the re^tation of tbe Cootanta and Ma- 
blUoQe. Tbe tait It Hill kft in aonie 



places incorrect; the notes pre sometimes 
defective. The order of tho epistles is so 
oottfined that many of tiiank ean neither 
be readily ibund nor eaiily l|ooted. Saint 
feronA chronicle is omitted; as is also 
the Martyrology, which is to be found ia 
B'Achery, (SpicU. t. 4.) and which bears 
tha name of St. Jeiom in tome ancient 
MSS. tbonsb thia. fttbar nraa anfy tim 
Latin interpreter, as Bede (Retr. in Aci^ 
and WalfriduB Strabe fde rebus EwT. 
c. 2H.) assure us. D. Martianay compiled 
the life of St. Jerom, which lie inserted in 
tbe tiftb tome of bit wockt; but pub- 
lished it more at large in Fiendiin 170^ 
in which work he has vindicated the 
honour of this father against the harsh 
expressions of fltillet, &e. 8te tbe slan- 
daia of Barbejme af^abiatSt. Jitnm and 
his doctriiK^, confuted by CeiHier, {Apo» 
lope d('=. l\'res, p. 308,311, 8ic. 

ViUar&i, an Italian Uratorian, with tbe 
assistance of^ tbe learned marquis. Scipio 
'Mtlhi, and otbefi» gnva • new adl tl a n of 
St. Jerom 8 works, in ten vulumes folio, 
at Verona, in 1738, with the life of this 
father, and many useful notes. But the 
liberty which, in imitatlpn of Erasmus 
and tomeotbcr erilic^ be baa taken in 
correcting the t^ upon his own con- 
jpftares, without the authority of MSS, 
copies, has much discredited his under- 
taking. , 

Four tnEgbni Oidtftttlce tbe naoM of . 
Hieronymiletf bomnir St. Jerom as prin- 
cipal patron, and in their first in^^titntioa 
followed austere rules, whi* h they col- 
lected out oi his eptftliM.' but these they 
have sinee efaanfedto adopt the eomfdete 
ruiet of some other Order. The Hiero- 
nymites in Spaiu are oripnally a filiation 
of the third Order of bt. Francis : they 
were hermits till, in 1374, thev were 
fonned Into regular eomnnmitieei at 
which time they put themtelves under 
tbe rule of St. Austin. The same is fol- 
lowed by the hermits of St. Jerom, who 
comi>ose the Congregation of Lorn hardy. 
These are paMSMad of the ehunh of 
St.AMt In AMMi bat their general 
ntito w tbair gatatmyiHitiif ^ttar 
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tupi his studies by an incursion of barbarians, irho pene-^ 
trated throngb Egypt into Palestine, and» some time after^ 
Itythe yiolences and penetutioiis of the Pelagians, who, afitetf 

the council of Diospolis, in 4l(y, relying on the protection 
of John of Jerusalem, sent the year following a troop of se- 
ditious banditti to Bethlehem, to assault the holy monks and 
nuns who lived there under the direction of St.Jerom'.^^*) 
Some were beaten, and a deacon was killed by ^em. The 
•heretics set foe to all the niosasteiie#» and reduced them tq 
ashes. St. Jerom with great difficulty escaped then* fury by 
a timely flight, rctii lug lo a strong castle. Tiie two virgins^* 
St. Eusiiu liiiiui anfl lier niece, the younger Paula, were ex^ 
posed still to greater danger^, and saw their habitation con^ 
sumed with fire, and those that belonged to thepci most bar^ 
haronsly beaten before their faaesi ■ After this storm Saint 
Jerom continued his exercises and labours, hated by all ene- 
mies of the church, but beloved and reverenced by^all good 
tri( n, as St. Siilpiciiis Severus and St. Aiistin^"^ testify. Hav- 
ing triumphed over all vices, subdued the infernal monsters 
of heresies, and made his life. a martyrdom of penance and 
labours, at lenglih by a ferer, in a good old age^ he was re- 
leased from the pxispn of his body, in the year 420, on the 
thirtieth of September. Wb festiral is mentioned, in the 
Sacramentary of St. Gregory, and in the Martjrologies of 
Bede, Usnard, &c. He was buried in a vault at the rums of 
his monastery at Bethlchciii : but his remains lie at present 
In the church of St. Mary Major at Rome. St. Jerom made 
the meditation on death and divine jadgments the great 
employment of bis solitude. The ibllowing saying is by 
some ascribed to hira: Whether I eat or drink, or what** 
<c ever else I do, the dreadful trumpet of the last day seems 

always sounding in my ^rs I Arise, ye dead, and come to 

jndgmentl'' 

(^) St. Hier. ep. 78. ad Paulin. p. 643.— (^) St. Aufr. DeiQettiB 36. t. IS^ 

<^> aal|^ S«v, i)wL c. 4. ,S. Aus« 0^ 83. d. SO. p. gOl. 



•f Ospitaletto, in the diocess of Lodi. The 
Coi^rr^sitioii of the Hieronymftes of 

ftuteciiviritb «Mt^ ytiliMilw oim» 



stitutioDS takeu out of St. Jerom's asce- 
tical epistles. Those of St. Peter of Pin 
•n naadieanli* See iris USt, Joat !• 
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. It was equally in a spirit of penaneei and of seal to admnpf 
Ae dirme bonovr, that this holy, dbctor, applied himsdf with 

such iiiiwcarietl diligence to those sacred- studies, by which 
he rendered most eniinent se rvices to the church. The 
commentaries of the ancient tiathers on the divine oracles 
are not all equally useful. Allegorical interpretatiops, un- 
less pointed out by some inspired writer^ seire chiefly to 
convey that moral instruction which they contain, and to 
'introduce which they have been Sometimes employed by 
great men in familiar discourses to the people . Of all com- 
mentaries those are most useful which expound the myste- 
ries of faith, or dwell on and enforce Chi istian virtues, by 
motives, founded in the literal genuine sense of the sacred 
writiogS; in which iospired words the perfect spirit, and, as 
it were, the marrow of all virtues is contained. It is only by 
assiduous humble meditation on the sacred text that its in- 
exhausted riches in this respect, concealed|in every tittle, 
can he understood. Tlie admirable comments of St. Chry- 
sostom will he ?in excellent guide and Isoy: hy making some 
parts of them familiar to us we shall inure ourselves to this 
method in our application to these sacred studies. We must 
bnn(( with us that spkit of prayer, and that humble dodlily 
by which so many holy doctors have been rendered faithful 
interpreters of the word of God. The tradition of the church 
must he our direction. Without an humble submission to 
this light we are sure to be led astray, and the most learned 
men who do not stick close to tiiis rule (as experience and 
the most sacred authority conspire to teach us) tread in the 
steps of all those whose study of the scriptures has hurt the 
church instead of servingher, as Dr. Hare, the leamed*bishop 
of Chichester observes.<^'> For, says he, ** The orthodox 
faith does not depend upon the scriptures considered in 
*^ themselves, but as ex|)1ained by catliulic tradition.** As 
the solid interpretation of the sacred hooks is founded in the 
genuine and literal sense, to give this its fullest extent and 
force in every particle, the aid of sober criticism is to be 
called in ; in whichj among the Latin fathers, no one equals 

V>^) Hare. On the diffieuUies whkli attend tbe ttu^jr of the Senj»tuiw by lb« way 
of private spirit. 



t 
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St. J^rom. But then his moderation roust be litdlated* 
Wfaftt can be more alMoitt than that, in explaining the iira* 
ties cf God> llieir end tfaonld b^ forgot, and kept 6nt of si^bt ; 

tfiat interpreters should stop at the shell, and spend all their 
time ill grnmrfiatical and critical niceties, and ma];e the divine 
truth an object of idle amusement and curiosity, or a gratis 
:fication of foolish sinful vanity in displaying an empty show 
<tf-phil06opMGai learning, and insignificant criticism* Tina 
ia the case of many huge yoliimes of modern commentators, 
in which Christ and virtue are scarce named in the pretended 
expositions of those divine oracles which point out nothing 
but them. This made Mr. Keeves, an ingenious protestant 
divine, saj. The example of St. Jerom shews that criticism 
was not neglected by the fathers in interpreting and vindi'* 
eating the holy scriptures : bnt they were cluefly sofidbms 
in beautifully applying the types, llgures and prophecies, in 
setiiiig forth Christ, and in bringing men to liini. \\ hereas 
the learned Grotius and many other moderns are so jejune 
and empty, and so strangely sparing upon our Lord's divi- 
nity, ko. ihat, upon comparison, there seems to me, says 
this author, as much difference between the andents and 
some modems, as between a mi|n Uipself and bis dotbea 
stutted with stiaw* 

sr. GREGORY, 

S0BNAMS0 THE APOSTLK OV JUllUNli^^'^ AKB TSB IIXVMIKATOR^ 

Hiis apostolic man was a na^e of Greater Armenia, and by 

receiving his education at Caesarea in Cappadocia, was iliere 



The seeds of the Christian faith 
tovm ii^ AflMnia If the a^MCles 
St. BartlMlBOWW mul StTboiMi. (See 
THlemont, t. 1. and Scbroeder, Thes. 

LinfTiias Armenierr, p. 149.) That a 
fDhrisliaa church flourished in Anueuia, 
ill tl^ second ceatury* a manifest from 
3'«rlaillbli.(Adr.4iidaMi» c7.) In the 
pefsocution raised by D!i«MMI th^ ImIj 
bishop St. Bla^e and many othen: r<'f{'!ved 
the crown of martyrdom atSeba&te,uthers 
at Nicopolis» Mditene, Comana, and 
other plimi. (See lAbia NoC in Mat^ 



tyrol. Rom. et Lequieu, Oriens Christian, 
t. I. p. 4XQ.) at* 0»«gory propagated 
the iUth fbneuir^^ Greater 

Armenia situated on the east of the Eu* 
phrates, and the Lesser on the we'it, ?md 
baptized the king Tiridatet himsell. Be- 
ing elected bishop, he repaired to Ccsarea 
fa Otppadorfa to fcceive conseenitlQfi 
fttm I^ontiu?, archbishop of that city, 
as is related in bis life in Metapfirastes, 
by Agathangclus in the Uiatory of tlie 
conversion of the Armenians, and others. 
Ffoni thii «irciiin8taiMr» H becane % 
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instructed in the Christian ftiitli and baptised. He opened 
llitf. heart to the lessons of eternal lite with so gi^eat ardMT 
a» eatiMly to banish the love of tlie world wad tbe coaca* 
lywcoiwft (rf tbt toh, liomig^speiit moe yms in tbe sto^^ 
#f tibo scionce^ lalmtioii, and in tko boroie eacerdte of aB 
virtues, he was to lu lied with a vehement desire of procuring 
the solvation oi' his cciuiittymen. This important affair he 
j^ag recommended to Goibby his most fervent prayers, and 
at lenflkb returned to Armenia^ and diere preached the Mtb 
of our crucified Redeemer. The xeal and heavenly ajMl 
moth wliieh he imaa animated, and with whtdi he pvnclaimed 
the irvv.d truths of eternal life, *j;avc an i: resistible force to 
his words ; nor were miracles wanting to con hrm the holy 
doctcioe which he annouiiced. Tiie people Hooked to him 
In^great mvHitiutea^o raocm the holy sacrament of regene* 



custom for tbe primate fsf Armenia to he 
consecrated by the arclibisbop of Caps.i- 
accurdiUK u» the remark of tbe au- 
.cien(t author of tbe NarrtHve- of tbe 
a6birs of Anuenla, published by Com- 
Vefis. (Auftar. Bibl. Patr. Crape p. 28'.) 
Which cusfoin is clear from i^t, l> isil, (ep. 
131. at l^b.ad Tbeudut. et ep. 122. alias 
3tS.' mi FMninimii, ftt.) and wbidi con- 
tuuM4 far ffvnml afca. Tbe primates 
in Armenia afterward took tbe title of 
.Catholiro« and Patriarrb. St. Gregory 
m^ained maoy-otber buhaps, and left 
jOMvcJftuccb of Anmia i» tbe. meet, 
yiiliiiil^ condition. 

^fhe Armenians, after tbe emmell of 
Cbalcedon, fell 4ntf> tbe Eutycbiau berrsy, 
'wbicb they continued in a famous coun- 
cil at Tibena, in 554. Their recunci- 
Ii4tfe«« »|lb^llMC«lbidi«'ch«rcii, Mr 
proved el 4on||^ continuance. On their 
errors see the cnuncil in Trullo, in (192, 
Can. 56. and Heven'«»-e. (not. in loc) 
AUo tbe couucil oi Jcru^aiem agaimt tiic 
Armenians, in 1143^ (ed. ffatduini. Cone 
t.€/parti 2^ p. tl43.)lke, latbefAir- 
teentb nge, Rartholdmpw the Little, a 
Donujiifin friar, was s^iit by pope John 
XXIi. Willi several colieages of the same 
•idcr,to pfMsbJn Armbie* Bjifbem 
and tbeir successors to this day many 
are mrtintained Ii\ the catholic unity, 
and were long distincni'^bed by the nanre 
of the United iiretbren. Bartbolumeii 



bein? ordained bishop, left a sur^ t-s^ion 
of catholic hi^bops to this day. Xhft 
archbishop of Na^iivan with all bis de* 
p«nd«ttcice bea^ fimn tbet tbat, ben 
Hwyt'e member of tbe cathdic lbttb endp 
coniniMiiion, thDuj^h often exposed to 
persecutiuas under tbe Peruan Maho- 
^metans. Oa tbe errors held the rest 
of tbe AriiieDiens/(wlMMn 'SebrcNM^« ia 
Thesaurus Ungua AnBCiiiee,lMtla««i)i- 
attempted in some degree to excuse) see: 
the Decree of Union made, by Eug;enius 
IV. after t.be council of 'Florence, Cle- 
mens Getanus, (Hist. Aitaennrum, 3 vol. 
^io), Miebiet . Leqoiaii. ^tbe leerned' 
Dominican, (in Oriens Cbristklo. t. 3. 
p. 1361.) I^Brun {';iir W9> f^iturgies, t. 3, 
p. 1.) Jaiues Echard (De Scriptor. Ord. 
Prcd. t. 1. p. 481.) F. Antony Bremond 
(ki DMUar« DomiiticeA. t. 9i pi B4S.) 
F. Touron» (Hist', des Horn, llluatr* FkSi 
t. 2. p. 108.) &c. A much greater num- 
ber of SyriHii Eut3)chians (called Jaco- 
bite%fruui their ringleader, Jauies, sur* 
named Zaneal* end Baredat, in the 
s^cnth century) have embraced the ca- 
tholic faitli, with the archbishop of 
Aleppo, and many other bishops, and live 
in conintuitioQ with the pope. These 
reject tbe Mme of Jboobites, on eeeount 
of its beieticel tutber, end ere usually 
called Syrien^ or miie flrequeotljr Sufiaa 
CbrisUmc 



Digitized by Google 



M 8« GRfiQOitY, B. [^.M. 

ration, and to be directed in the paths of salvation. The 
anonyiiious life of our saint in Sunns say*', that he suffered j 
much in this arduous employment 5 but that after some time j 
Tiridates, the king of that country, embraoed tiie £»ith. ^ \ 
We are iafnnned by E«Bebiiii<*> that Maziiniis Dak, at that j 
time Gttsar in the Eatt^ and a Ttolent fiementDr of the - 
chwrch, provoked at the wonderfiil progress which the faith 
made in Armenia, invaded that country; but was repulsed 
with confusion. This was the first war oa aoooont of a'cU- 
gion mentioned in history. 

St. Gregory wa? consecrated bishop by St. Leontius, bishop 1 
of C«iare|i in Cappadocia^ and contnuued hit labonra in pm« t 
pagating the faith over att Amcnia* and among many very ^1 
\iarharouB nations near the Caspian sea« at £n* as Mount 
Caucasus^ He was called to bliss before Constantiiie the 
Great became master of the East, the Greek Menologies say 
by martj^rdom. An anonymous panegyric of this saint, pub- 
lished among the works of St, Chrysostom/^^ mentions several 
discourses full of heavenly wisdom to have been wrote by 
him ; also an exposition of faith, which he. gisve to the 
Armenians* The Abbe de Villefroi informs ns that fliis ex* 
position of faith and twenty-three homilies of this glorious 
saint are preserved ii; an Armenian MS. kept in the king's 
library at Paris, See this saint's life in Surius : the above- ' 
ifientioued panegyrics; Le Bran sur ies Liturgies, t. 3 et 4f 
Leqaien Oriens Christian, t. 1 et 3 ; Galanus, Hist. Armen* 
Narrat. de rebus Armen. by Comhefis ; and Moses Chores 
nensb, la his history of Armenia, 1. 3. o. 8S. p. Thia 
history was published at London in 4to. in 1 736, by William 
and by George Whiston, who maintain that the author lived 
in the fifth t'jge : hut they are certainly rbistaken, for the 
work must be more modern. As to the life of St. Gregory 
the IJluminator, attributed by some to St. Chrysostom, it is 
apociyphal. Sfee Stiltiog in vita S. Ghrysost* t* 4t 
§. 83. p. 063, 

■ 

■ 

Ci) Ens. Hist. L 9. c. S^Cbiysost Op, t \%, 821.«d«llBi¥ 
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ST. HONOmnS, ABCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, C. 

This apostolic man was^a Roman by birth, and a monk hj 
profession. St. Gregory the Great, from the experience 

which he had of his great virtue, and skill in sacred literature 
made choice of him for one ol the holy iiiissionaries which 
he sent to convert the English nation to the faith. Upon 
the death of St. Jnstoa about the year 6SQ, St. Honorins was 
chosen archbishop of Canterbury. He was consecrated at 
Lincoln by St. Fanlinns, archbishop of York, and recdived 
the pall sent from Rome by pope Honorius I. together with 
a letter, in which his holiness ordained, that whenever either 
the see of Canterbury or York should become vacant, the 
cyther archbishop should ordain the person that should be 
duly eiected.^^ Our holy archbishop saw willi joy the fadtih 
of Christ extended daily in many different parts of this island, 
and the spirit of the gospel to take deep root iu the hearts of 
many chosen servants of God. His care in filling all places 
With pastors truly dead to the world and all worldly interests 
or viewsy and ins own zealous labours and shining example 
contribnted exceedingly^ with the divine blessing, to so 
wonderful increase. He died on the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember in G53, and was succeeded by Deusdedit. His name 
occurs in the Roman Martyrology. See Bedei Hist. 1. 2* 



St. Gregory i^ve St. Austin autho- 
rity over all the hi^hop'^ of Britain ; but 
seems to have meaut tiiis as a per&ouai 
privilege, wbfeli ffu t* dit wtth bin* 
{Sm Bede, 1. 1. c Sa») 1^ the same 
pope direr ted that ts soon as all the pro- 
vinces of Eiig-I^nil should be convertpd,' 
Canterbury sbmiid have twelve suffra- 
§an8| and Y«ik as ntny. at. WuXbm 
was coQsecrated the fint nrcbbitluyp ot 
York, by St. Justus, in 62S, and received 
the pall frmTi Rome, thoufrh he had never 
a sufirai^an bishop under him. Upon the 
4mXh €t king £d«ia In 633, and the 
mpott»ey at Mi mc e ew ow, St. Fudinoi 
retired, and died bishop of RoclMster. 
Whilst SS.Aidan> Finan and Colman con- 
certed the Northumben and reaided 4t 



Lindisfame, the see of York remained 
vacant, till 8t. Chad was chosen to fill it. 
in Egbert it recovered the arcbiepUcopal 
dignity. Oflb, king of fht Mmnm, 
fMained of pope Adrian I. the grant «f 
metropolitical dignity for Litchfield, over 
six snffrasrans, vi«. of Wtxrrester, Leices- 
cester, Sidnacester, (now Hatfield in Lin* 

ford: bat smcn ynn after, I^eo III. 
restored these sees to Canterbury, and 
Adnlf, bishop of Litchfi^'ld, resigned the 
archiepiscopai dignity, and the prtmaey 
over all England was finally uitled ^ 
CanMbiuy. 8m tlis coaneit of Clof^ 
shoe (that h, Abbingdon) in 9B$$ iOi 
Mr.JflkBMMi^«l«amaiiii.t. !• 
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c, >8. 20. 1. 3. c. 20. Wharton Anglia sacra* t. 1. and the 
lifc of thk saint by Gosoelin abridged ia Capgrave^ aad entire 
ina&iroUMS. in theCSottionlibraiy. 

♦ 
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END OF THE NINTH VUUIMfi. 
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SteiMtjrpnl uht «^rtiited bt A. Mr 
ftMii*»T»^tfcriiiiniii 
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